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CHAP. CCUI. 
Of the Pot IT B Arts. 

TR U E philofophy made not fo conrulera- 
blc a progrefe in France as in England 
and Florence -, and though the academy c? fci- 
eBce^ was particularly ferviceable to human na<» 
ture, it did not fet the charader of France above. 
that of other nations § all the nobleft inventions 
JUid great truths, had their rife elfewhere, 

Bi^t in eloquence, poetry, and polite learnings 

in books of morality and entertainment^ the 

French niuft be .confidered as the legiflators of 

^Europe* There was no longer a«y tafte in 

Italy. True eloquence was eVery where uq- 

. known $ religion was ridiculoufly delivered 

from the pulpit; and the pleadings at the bar 

were as bad. Virgil and Ovid were quoted Ijr 

. Vp*. IX, & tie 
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2 Ofthc Polite Arts. 

the preachers ; St. Jerom and St. Auguftine by 
the lawyers. No man had yet appeared of 
genius fiiiEcient to polifli the French tongue, 
to enrich it with harmony, propriety of expref- 
fion and dignity. That it was capable of gran- 
tlcur and force, was indeed evident from foihe 
verfes of Malherbe ; but this was all. Prefident 
de Thou, chancellor de I'Hopital, and other 
celebrated writers, who had exprefTed themfelves 
to fuch advantage in the Latin language, made 
but a poor figure in their native tongue ; it was 
too much for them to manage. The French 
^raa as yet only valuable for a certain air of 
Amplicity, in which folely confided the merits 
of Joinville, Amiot, Marot, Montagne, Regi-. 
ner, and the fatire Menippee ; nor was this 
fimplicity unincumbered by irregularity and 
rufticity^ John de Lingendes, bifliop of Ma- 
con, at prefent unknown, becaufe his works 
were never printed, was ^the firft orator 
^ho declaimed with fublimity. His fermons 
and funeral orations, though fomething obfcu- 
red by the ruft of the time in which he lived, 
' were models for thofe by whom he was imi- 
tated and furpaflid. In 1630, he pronounced 
the funeral oration of Charles Emanuel, duke 
of Savoy,' firnamed, in his own country, 
the Great. It abounded with fuch fine 
ftrokes of eloquence, that Flechier long after 
took from thence the exordium, text, and ma- 
ny confiderable paflages, to 'adorn his. famous 
funeral oration upon the vifcount de Turenne. 

It was about this time that Balfac gave mea* 
fure and harmony to profe. His letters are, it 
is true, often bombaftic. He writes to the firft 
cardinal de Retz,"^* You are come Itom taking 

5 thg 
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Of the P L I T E A R T S* J 

the Sceptre of kings and the livery of rofes." 
Speaking of perfumed waters, in a letter from 
Rome toBois Robert, " I have efcaped by fwim- 
ming in my chamber through the midft of per- 
fumes." With all thcfe faults he charms the ear: 
fiich power has eloquence over the mind of man, 
that Balzac was now admired for having found 
out that fmall portion of this art, fo neceflary,' 
yet fo little known, which directs ah harmonious 
choice of words ; and he was even praifed for 
having often mifpiaced them. 

Voiture gave fome idea of the light graces 
of that epiftolary ftile> which is by no means 
the beft, becaufe it condfts only of pleafantry. 
It is owing to a trifling imagination, that in his 
two volumes of letters not one of them is in- 
firudtive, or feems to come from the heart. 
None of them dcpift the manners of the times, 
the charaders of men. They are rather aa 
abufe than exercife of genius. 

The language was refined by degrees, and 
<d>tained fomethihg of a fixed, form. We are 
for this obliged to the academy of fciences, and 
particularly to Vaugelas. The firft well writ- 
ten book was his tranflation of Quintus Curtius, 
which was publiflied in 1646; and wherein, 
even now, there are but few obfolete phrafes 
and exprefiions. Oliver Patru, who follows 
next, contributed much to regulate and refine 
the language ; and though he was not deemed 
a profound lawyer, we owe to him order, per- 
fpicuity, and elegance of harangue, merits ab- 
folutely unknown at the bar. The little col- 
le£kion of maxims written by ]Francis duke of 
Rochefoucault, was one of the works that con- 
tributed to form the tafte of the nation, to com* 
B 2 mu- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 Ofthc'PofiT* AkT9. 

municate a fpirit of precifion and |>roprie(y': 
though in this book there is fcarcely more thaa 
this one truth : *^ Self love is the primum ma- 
bile of all our a£lions/' Y^t thi^ one thought 
appears in fuch various lightS). that -it is always 
i^riking. < It is rather a coUe^ii^n of mUWdlA 
to adocn a book than a book itfelf. It wa& 
read witli eag^rnefs j it accuftomed U6 to tbiak,, 
9nd to cpmprife our thoughts i<i a Ipirt^d, de- 
terminate, delicate tur« of phrafe. No other 
• writer in Europe could boaft this merit fince 
the revival Of letters. 8uf tb^ fir ft book of ge- 
iiius that appeared in proie w^s tfa^ coile&ioii 
q{ Provincial Letters in 1654. Herein may he 
found every fpecie^ of eloquence: though an 
hundred year3 are p^ft Ance that pM.blicatios, 
uot a fingle word occurs in it fevouringof that 
change and alteration jto vt^hi^b livings lao^ 
guages are ft) very liable. With tbi§ work th«n 
ive may fix the epp<^ha when our l;inguage ob.^ 
tained a fettled forsj^ The bifliop of Lu^on, 
fon to the celebrated $u0i, told me, that having 
afted Boffuet, bi&op pf MeawK, what work h« 
would have chofen to be the au-thor of, fetting 
his own performances out of the queftion, he 
^ anfwercd, the Provincial Letters, 

The fine tafte which runs through the whole 
of this booki and the ftrength of the laftlettets, 
were not yet of force fufficient to corned that 
diipirited, difFufe, incorre£l:, harfti ftile, which 
Jhad been fo .long in ufe with our '•writers, 
preachers, and lawyers. 

A new light arofe in 1668. This was father 

Bourdaloue;'he was the^ firft who maintained 

in the pulpit a noble uniformity of eloquence. 

Other.or^oc^ have fuvce appeared in the pulpit, 

. . as 
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•S Maffillory, bi(hop of Clermont, in whofe 
/crirtorts arc found more graces, more delicate 
and raafterly pi£tures of the manners of the 
age ; but none of them can eclipfe Bourdaloue; 
In his ftilcj more nervous than florid, without 
tippcitMtig to fancy for expreffion^ he feems ra- 
ther (o aim at convincing than inflaming ; and 
he hcvet labours to pleafe. Perhaps it were , 
to be wifhed, that in baniflling from the pul- 
pit that falfe tafte T/hefcby it had been fo lon^ 
debafed, he had alfo fuppreffed the cuftom of 
prea^Hfng upon one text. In reality^ to fpeali 
for a good ^thile upon a quotation of one of 
f 1^0 lines, to weary one's felf in accommodating 
the whole difcourfe to that Rngle line, feems tc^ 
l« * phj on w6^ds little fuitrng the gravity of a. 
diving. The text is a kind of device or cnij^ma, 
to be explained by the fcrmon. ' This cttftorrs 
Ivas unknown to the Greeks and Romans ; it 
ilrdfe upon tht dectilie of letters, and hasbeett 
si^defacr^by thM. 

' Tht Aethod of riw^ divtrffrig into tw6 of 
fif^ee pMfit^ thiHgk that in themfdves f^qtrir^ 
m6Mfio1Vfii;^motii\tfy or that requii'e to bti 
m&ftmfMtAf di^tdbd, as coMroVetfy, is ih af-a^ 
tkrary cuft6rtl ipf hith thi* great preacchcr foUttJ 
«ft^Kft6d^ and Widt \ffhich he chofe t6 ctti^ 
tern. ' ' • i 

Boffe«, jtf<«*w*rdi biffiop df M^M^y had pr d^ 
ieieA hifh* He?, #fro pMved aftfcfWafds fo great 
ft ditfn, W2» at fnH intended fof the barr, iftd 
€<>ntraaed when vtty young to m^detooifelli 
Difvieux, a lady of extraotdm^ry merit. Bui 
his talents for divinity, and for that kind of elos* 
^uerlce, whereby he is particularly diflinguifhedL 
l^ptaitd fo Vej'f early, that his relations and 
"-'■ * B 3^ friead* 
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friends rcfolved to bequeath him rather to the 
church. Mademoifelle Defvieux interelled 
herfelf in determijiing him in this point, pre- 
ferring his glory to the happinels of fpending 
with him her life. In 1662, he being yet very 
young, he preached before the king and tfaic 
c)ueen-mother ; this was long before father 
Bourdaloue was known. His difcourfes, ani- 
mated by a noble and aiFedmg manner, were 
the firft which had been delivered s^t court with 
any marks of fublimity ; and they were fo well re* 
ceived, that the king caufed a letter to be writ- 
ten in his own name to Bofluet's father, the 
intendant of SoifTons, congratulating him. oil 
the merit of his fon. 

Never tbclefs, monfieur BbiTuet was no longer 
cfteemed the firft preacher when father Bour- 
daloue appeared. The former had applied him- 
felf to the compofing funeral orations ; a fpe- 
cies of eloquence that admits of being adorned 
by imagination, and requires a majeftic gran- 
deur bordering upon poetry, from which it 
muft borrow fomewhat, though refbri£led when 
Jt aims at the fublime. In 1667, he pronounced 
the funeral oration of the queen-mother, and it 
procured him the biihopric of Condom : it was 
a performance unworthy of him^ and was never 
)>rinted ', nor were his fermons. The funeral 
clogiumupon the queen of -England, widow of 
Charles I. which he delivered in 1669, is allov^d 
lb be a mafter-piece. The fubjeSs in thefe 
pieces of eloquence are happy in proportion to 
the misfortunes fuftained by the perfonages 
whom they celebrate. It is in 'thefe pieces of 
writing as in tragedy, where we are interefted 
tw the principal cbara^rs, in proportion as 
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Of the Pat iTB Ai{t5* 7. 

their misfortunes encreafe. His funeral ora* 
tion upon the dutchefs of Orleans^ who was. 
fnatched away in the flower. of her youth, and 
may be faid to, have expired in his arms, had 
^e great and uncommon efFe<9: of melting the 
whole court into tears : he was obliged to ftop 
at thefe words : *^ Oh ! difaftrous night ! 
night teeming with horror and confufion, ' in 
which the aftonifliing news of madame is dying i 
file is already dead, burft upon us like a clap of 
thunder/' His auditors were filled with grief} 
and the voice of the orator was for fome time 
loft in their tears and their fighs. 
. The French only fucceeded in this kind of 
eloquence. A new one was foon after invented 
by the fame man, which in any other Jiand 
could fcaj:cely haye fuccqeded. He applied the 
chains of oratory to hi/lory itfelf 9 the fimpU- 
city of which feems to exclude fuch aiTiftance. 
His difcourfe upon univerfal hiftory, written for 
the ufe of the dauphin, is without model or 
imitation. If he has been oppofed by the learned 
in the fyftem which he adopts for reconciling 
t}ie Jewiih chronology to that of other nations, 
Jieverthelefs his ftile has been univerfally ad^- 
mired. The world was aftoniflied at that ma- 
jeftic force with which he defcribes manners and 
£overnment, the rife and fall of vaft empires, and 
diofe rapid ftrokes of energetic. truth with which 
ho, paints the manners, and judges the nations* 
Almoft all the works which reflect fo mucK 
honour upon this age were of a fpecies unknown 
to antiquity. Among them is Telemachus. 
This extraordinary book, in which at once unite 
the powers of romance and poetry, the ftile of 
lifhfch is a meafured profe bordering upon vei;- 
> S 4 iificatioOy 
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fification, was cotnpofed by Fenelon^ t}i« d¥^^ 
ci|Je and friend of Boffaet ; though afterwardst 
much agatnft his wiH, Yit became his rival and 
hia enemy. One would think Fenelon had 3r 
Ikiind to treat romance as the biihop of Mcaux* 
had done hiftory, by enduing it wkh dignity 
and charms before unknown ; but more efpe-» 
eially by drawing from tfaeie fi£lions a morat 
that might be ufeful to mankind ) a moral tilt 
then entirely ncglefted in every fabulous in-* 
yention. It has been generally believed he cOQfH 
^ofed this work to ferve as themes of inftruakm 
Ito the duke of Burgundy, and the two other 
children of France, he being their preceptor^ as 
BoflTuet had formed his univerfa) hiftory to help 
the education of the dauphin : but I was a(^ 
iUrcd of the contrary by the marquis de Fene- 
lon, the nephew of this great man, who rn«< 
bericed all his virtues^ and was killed at the 
battle of Rocou. Nor does it indeed feem pro* 
bable that the firft leiTons furnifhed by a prieft 
to the children of France ihouM be tile leM^ 
iff Calypib and Eucharis. 

It was after he received orders to retire lo hii 
diocefe of Cambray that hecompofed this per^ 
formance. Well read in the ancients, and blefl 
with a ftrong and glowing imagination^, he 
formed aftile peculiar to himfelf, dtn4 be wrot^ 
it with infinite eafe. I have feen the origiital 
manufcript ; there are not ten blots m A^ 
Vhole. It is pretended that the fkft impref- 
fion was from a copy ftolen by one of his do«- 
meftics. If this be the cafe, the archbifliop 
owes all the reputation which be has acquired to 
this breach of truft ;^ but to the feme caufe he 
is indebted for being* ever jtftef out <jf ferour jfi 
» - courtt 
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^Mtts SMtt pebple hzH fttiagined they cotiM 
trace itt TdcmSijhtii an' irnlirea critique uport 
rt>e ^v^mment of Lewis XIV* Scfoftris, tpa- 
haughty irt hi* triumphs ; Idomencus, whd 
cMmmed the rcigri of fuJtury in Salentum, and 
liegi^ed cecdnomy, wei'e thought ftriking. 
fortratts of tfta€ monarth .' yet^ after all, it was 
mpottblt fdr him U> have had a fuperfluity 
tR?ithout ail' cxtrtiorditiary cultivation of th^ 
moft eflential and n^eflary afts. His minifter 
Louvois was found by the malecontents iit 
the charader of Pfotefflaiis^ who is reprefentc* 
af vainj intraftaWe, haughty, and an enemy t6 
thofe great generals who ehofe to fcrve the 
ihite and not the minifter. 
' The aOieSj^^ who in the waf of 1688 united* 
againl! Lewis XIV. and wHo irt ijror fhook hii. 
t&priej tt*Aeed hH chara£ier With infinite plea- 
fore in that Idomieneus, whofe haughtinefs had 
re'ndered him odious to all his neighbours. Thefe- 
iilufioni mad*e the deeper hnpfelBon, becaufc of 
At harmony of thefriie, which fo gently infinu* 
ates moderation and concord. Even the French^ 
tfwmfdved, as^ well as ftrangiers, tired out with fo 
itiatty Wars, foundam^liciousconfolation in trac- 
itig a fattl« of thi^ kind thro* a book meant to in- 
culcate the principles of virtue. The editions of 
il vWrc innucAerable : I have feen fourteen in Eng- 
MArlt id ti^ue, that afterthede^th of this monarch,. 
fe fear^, To envied, fo refpefted by all, ib hated. 
by fome, the maHgnity of mankind ceafcd to 
pmnt out thofe pretendfed allufions which cen- 
tred his condudl j and judges of the correfteft 
tafte hive treated Telemachus with feverity. 
TlVcy Warned it as tedious and circumftantial*^, 
tfi^y aHedged that there w^s too little connec- 
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tion 4n the adventures ; that his de(criptions of a 
country-life occur too often, and are too much 
pf a piece; yet the book has been always efteemed 
A fine monument of a flourifhing age. 

Among thefe may be always counted the Cha«^ 
raders of la Bruiere. We have no copies of 
fuch 1^ work among the ancients, no more than 
of Telemachus. A ftile rapid, concife, and 
jnervous i expieiSons animated and pidurefque *, 
an entire new ufe of language^ without infring- 
ing aoy eftabli(hed rules,, now firft (truck the 
eye of the public, and the alluflons, which 
cvei:y where occur in the courfe of the work, 
confirmed its fuccefs. When la Bruiere fhewed his 
woikin manufcriot to Malefieux, "Itwillpro- 
cure you (faid he) many readers and many ene- 
mies." The reputation of this book was lower- 
ed in the public opinidn, when the whole ge- 
neration againft which it was levelled was no 
more ; yet, as there are in it many paiTages ap- 
plicable to all times and all places, there is 
room to believe it will never be entirely for- 

t rotten. Telemachus* has had fome imitators $ 
a Bruiere's characters many more. It is much 
cafier to fketch fliort pidures of ftriking things, 
than to produce a }bi]g work of imagination, 
which will at once both pleafe and Jnftru<fi. 

The happy art of aiTociating the graces with 
philofophy was a new thing, of which the Plu- 
rality <rf Worlds ,was the firtt fpecimen ; it waa 
indeed a dangerbus one, becaufe the njitive drefs 
©f philofophy fhould be compofed of order, per- 
spicuity, and truth above all. There is nothing 
to hinder this ingenious work from being ranked 
among our claffics by pofterity, but that it was 
partly founded upon Cartefius' chimerical doc- 
trine of the vortices. I'o thefe. literary novel* 
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ties may be added Bayle's new kind of reafen* 
ing didionary. It is the firft work of tbiafortf 
whence a man may be taught to think. We 
muft indeed abandon to the fate of indifFerenC 
books (uch articles as contain only trifling fadb, 
unworthy of the charader of Bayle, beneath 
the attention of a grave reader, or the regard of . 
pofterity. It is necefliry to obfcrve, that in' 
ranking Bayle among the authors who refiefl: 
honour upon the age of Lewis XIV. though he 
yas baiiiflied into Holland, I only conform to 
the decree of the parliament of Thouloufe, 
which in declaring his will valid in France, not- 
withftanding the rigour of the laws, exprefsly 
fays, ^' Such a man cannot be looked upon as a 
foreigner." 

We (hall not defcant here upon the multitude 
qi good books produced in this age ; we (hall 
only dwell upon fuch new and iinguiar produc- 
tions of genius as chara£lerife and diftinguifh it 
from all others. The eloquence, for example, 
of Boffuet and Bourdaloue arc not, nay can- 
not, be deemed iimilar to that of Cicero, The 
merit, as well as the fpccies, was entirely new. 
If any produSion of this aera comes near the 
Roman orator, the three pleadings of Peliflbn 
compofed for Fouquet muft take the place. 
They, like many of TuUy's orations, are a 
mixture of judicial and flate matters, folidly 
bandied with the fineft yet fcarcely difcernible 
irt, ^nd the moft affecSling charms of oratory* 

We have had hiftorians, but none equal toLivy. 
The confpiracy of Venice may rank with Sa- 
luft : that he was the abbe de St. Real's model 
is evident, perhaps he has furpafled him. All 
the other writings of which we have been fpeak- 
ing feem to have been of a new creation. Aad 
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k is this that fo p^ulia'rly difitnguilhes andxhai^ 
jri^lerizes the age of Lewis XIV. for the fix«< 
teenth and fevcnteentb ages both hatre produced 
learned men and coKmaeatatora^ buttrue genius 
had not yet unfolded itfdf. 

^Who would believe that thefe excellent pntft 
works of which we have taken notice had pro*J 
bably never exifted, had diey not been precedeil 
by poetry : jet foch has been the fate of hu-< 
nan nature in all nations, that verfe has everf 
where appeared as the firft offspring of ^ni«»»' 
and the parent of eloquence. 

It is the fame with men in general as inpar-* 
tTcular. Plato and Cicero began with verfifyrng;- 
When every body had by heju-t fome of Mai- 
herbe's ftanzas, we had not one fublime or nobld 
paflage in profe to quote ^ and it is very likely 
the genius of profe writers had never beent" 
known^ without the aid of Peter Corneille. 

This great man is the more to be admired^, 
becaufe when he began to write tragedies, be 
had none but the very worft models before him,' 
and inafmuch as thefe bad models were highljr 
cfteemed, he may be faid to have been (hut out 
•f the road of fuccefs ; and, the more to aug- 
ment his difcduragement, they had a faft friend 
in- Cardinal Richdieu, the protestor of men of 
ktters, but not of tafte. He rewarded well the 
moft miferable fcriblers, who are commonly fy* 
copfa^ts I and bis natural haughtinefs of foul,^ 
which on other occaiions might have been nobly 
exerted, induced him to eoedeavour humbling 
men of real genius, which he viewed not with- 
out repining, as they feldom can ftoop to de* 
pendence. It feldom happens that a man of 
power is a fiucere patron of thc-arts^ when b^ 
himfelf is an aidft» j 
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CoffftUlc bai toftm^gle^ch th« tfaifs^ his 
fivilBy an4 the cardihaf. I iUI Mt nch^aHif 
here all that has ke^ fiM about theCid ; ler if 
feflice tbaf tha acadtmy^ hi tftdr iudkidUft di^ 
cifiona iM^ireeii Corneitle and ScwUsiyy had tM 
nmcb eoifV{Aaiianc« fer ^emiit«iicey and tb«i«^ 
ibre cmdtfftmad- tbcf Ioir€ of Chimenc« To kr?i» 
^ete mufieftf of her fotbtr, and ytt perfift in 
Mrengingi waa aditiinibly fine. Tc» hava con« 
quM'ed h<r paftofi llrad been a ca^tal defe^ ii% 
tragedy, tbe jprincipal btrfineft of wbich ia t& 
peurtray'tha Rni|rgles of the human heart- Bue^ 
except to Corneme> the dramatic art was novir 
entiretv unkdewti. Nor waa the Cii the onljr 
oiie of hta works whieh the cardinral ftrore i& 
kijure ; t^abbe Poli^nac tells us that PoKeude4 
alfo incurred bi» dtfpleafure. The Cid after all 
was a noble ifnitatioay affd in many places 4 
tranflattotS) of Gixillain de Caftro. I knew m 
M domeftic of the Cond^ family,, who faid^ 
that at the firft exhibition' of Cinna) the gr^at 
Coad^ being tb^i only tWemy years. old, ifhed 
tears at tbe^ lines pronoonced by Auguftus :. 

Jf/uis mattre dt ttidt^ annmeek Tunivers y 
» Je Ujiits^ je veux Viirt. OJ^cks ! a memoire f 
'- Confervez a jamais ma ncnvelle viffhire^ 

% itiomphe anjourdhni dtt plut jufte courrouxy 
• j)e qui kfiteoentr fui£e aller jufju^ a vms. 

&y$m amisy Cinna ^ c*e^ msi qui fen c^nvieC 

Vm now the world^s great mafter and my own-^ 

lam*— I will be-— memory and time 

ShaN this laft, grcatcft viftdry record. 

I triumph over wrath- too juftly rous'd, 

And lateft age the cOnqueft (hall applaud*-*^ - 

€iitna, let us be friends— 'tis I who afk if. 
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Thcfe were the tears of an hero. The grtat 
Corneille forcing tears of admiration from the 
eyes of the great Conde is a moft celebrated 
epocha in the hiftory of the human mind. The 
'many pieces unworthy of himfelf which he af- 
terwards publiflied will never hinder the na« 
tioxi from regarding bim^ as a great man, no 
more than the blemiihes of Homer have pre^ 
vented his being thought the fublimei^of poets« 
It is the privilege of true genius, more efpe- 
cially when it ftrikes out into a new path, tq 
]auncb with impunity into conliderable errors. 

Corneille formed himfelf j but Lewis XIV. 
Colbert, Sophocles, and Euripides, all contri* 
buted to form Racine. - An ode which he com* 
pofed at the age of eighteen on the king's mar«- 
riage, and for which he obtained an unexpected 
prefent, determined him in purfuit of poetry. 
His reputation encreafed every day, that of Cor- 
neille diminjfljed, but not much. The reafon 
is plain, Racine in all his performances fubfe- 
quent to Alexander, is always correft, elegant, 
and natural j he fpcaks to the heart. The other 
too often infringes iipon thefe duties, Racine 
underftood the paffions much better than either 
the Greeks or Corneille ; and he carried the 
fmooth flow of verfification, as well as the 
graces of expreffion, tp the higheft pitch pof« 
Bble. By thefe great men the nation was taught 
to think, feel, and exprefs ; and their auditors^ 
by them only inftrudled, became at length fe- 
vere judges of what their firft mafters produced. 
In the time of Cardinal Richelieu there were 
but few people in France capable of feeing into 
the faults of the Cidj and in 1702, when A- 
tbaliab, that mafter-piece of dramatic writing. 
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was performed before the (Tutchefs of Burgundy, 
the courtiers thought themfelves fufEcient crittct 
to condemn it. Time has ayenged ihis infult 
for the author ; but that great man died witb^ 
out (haring in an^ part of the fuccefs of this ad^ 
mirable compofition. 

There was ever a numerous party, which madef 
a point of doing injuftice to Racine. Madam 
de Sevigf)^, the firft epiftolary writer of her 
time, and who had particularly the art of ex-< 
preiEng the mereft trifles with grace, alwayi 
iaid that Racjne's fame would never be great* 
She judged of him as fhe did of coffee, with re- 
gard to the virtues of which fhe faid the public 
would foon be undeceived. Time is requiiite to 
ripen reputations. 

It was the particular fate of thefe days, that 

. Moliere fhould be cotemporary with Corneille 

and Racine. It is falfe that Moliere at his firfl 

appearance found the flage utterly void of good 

comedies. Corneille had produced his Liar, a 

piece taken from the Spanifh, and fraught with 

fpirit, cbara£ter, and intrigue, and Quinault's 

Coquet-mother, a piece not only abounding 

with charafter and intrigue, but even the very 

model of intrigue had been exhibited, when 

only two of Moliere's mofl capital pieces were 

prefented. It made its appearance in 1664; 

and is the firfl comedy in which appears the 

character of a fpecies of men called marquifies* 

MoflofLewisXIV'shigheflcourtiersendcavour- 

edto imitate the grandeur, fplendour, and dignity 

of their Ibvereign. Thofe of an inferior clafs ' 

copied the exalted air of the nobility ; and there 

were not wanting many, who carried their con* 

ceit and predominant dcfire of being held in 

a much 
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9 much fiigber light', t^fl their pmttifota ^ 
the moft riitkulOHS height df affiiclatiM. 

This humour prevftflat long. • ft was oft^ti 
ftttacked by Moliere^. afkl it ifp^^ M^ hhn prmci-^ 
ytlly the [Wblic owed thefir being fi«ed from 
thele confequential oien of-lla- Oitiff^fintttcc ; 23^ 
well as Irbm thii affis^ei^ffi of prude^r $ the-pe— 
Gantry of female leairnihg ; and tht jargon dF 
bwyera and pbyficians. Moliefe was, if one 
Bwy be permitted to ufe the e^ipreffibn, the^ 
bvr-giver of pollt¥ne6 to the worid. I only 
kiere fpeak of thefervices he did the age; everf 
body knows fufficiently bis other ttttnis. Thi^ 
was an sera Worthy- the attention of futurity t^ 
when th^' hitiroes ef CordetHe atid Racine, the 
characters of Moliere, the mufical cotrrpoii<^ 
tionsof tully, fo Very neW to the nation (forw^ 
•nly fpeak here of the art^) trnd the eloquence of 
Bofluet a»id BourdaJouCj Were exhibited before 
A Lewis XIV. adutehefr of Orleans,, remarkable 
for, the moft finiflied tiafte, a Cond^, a Turenne,. 
X Colbcr*y and that craui of iHuftrioos rneti> 
•f every fart, that now appesrr^. Thofe time*^ 
will never return, wherein a duke de la Roche- 
foocault, authbr of the Maxkn^, (hall- quit the 
eorivcrradon of a Pafcal and an ArnauW, to 
difcourfe a| the theatre with Corrieille. It wai 
by his ^e epiftle^, fo inftr»dive to poftertcy). 
and abcfvc all by his Art of Poetry, Whence eren 
eomdlle might h«ve deduced inrprotcitjent;. 
and not by his Satires, that BoMeau raifed himfelf 
so a rank withv fo many great men ; for what 
-^ have future generations to do with the Confer* 
fion of Paris, or the names of Coffaignes, and 
i^oliii?! 

. . • -•• -La. 
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> La Fontaine, lefs thifte in his AH«, kitr 
corred in his langoie;e, 1)tfC iffifkiitaMe in that 
fprightliners, and thofe graces peculiar tohimfelf; 
which raifed kirn hf ibt fimploA narrations^ 
nearly fo an eqoalitf with thofe fublime gf^ 
nittfes^. ^ ' 

QQinaidtyWhiD cxctlfed inirtew modcofwriV 
log, the more dificu)t for its heuig ajppdrent)/ 
the more eafy, richly deferves a plate amongft 
thefc bit tlluftri^us cotemporaries. TThe in-' 
jifftiee wherewith Btrikaa decried him is well 
known. Boikau had never \t^rntd to facriftcd 
to. the graces ) and it was in vain, that he all . 
his lif/ fought to humble a mM Wh<^ wa9 th^if 
inoft rit€infate^«0t(tf«int^n€e. The greafcftpfarft 
that can be given to a po^ \9 t6 tttntmbti 
'and tep^ hii Verfti^ Whole fotnes of Qui- 
tiaiflt Mti in every ht^fs mtmhy an advantage 
«twhkh tb* ItdJiali opera coutd never arrive! 
J^teifch 'UMifie has rsmli^ned in i ftace 6f fim^ 
:pikiqr, w4ikh it' M^onger th6 t*lle of any na^ 
«tioJS| taftt th«fe'lifr)pie and reftied ilro^t^ of 
intuit which 4 fr^u^iMy cAilhtt in Qiiinattlt^ 
ftill pleafe, in every part of Europe, tboft Whb 
««re fflaft«meFth#Fretldh eoffgue sHida'ipcrMcd 
taftt* Had v^ fbtinU flich paenf^s ia iri Arnfrdai 
•M* an Aty^, among IM» remains of arntr^trhyi 
'with what idolatry had they been readF but 
4j)iina!ulr wa6 a* iMdern. 

AH thetk gi^at men w<ste kmywn and prof 
M€t«d by Lewis XIV. La l^cwtatnc was not 
of tun niifliiber. .His extreme fimplfcity, which 
amounted evevi to forgetMitefs, kept httti 
at a diftanee from cotn-t, wftere he nevek^i 
indeed, bnce thought df appearing. The duke 
of Bm^gofldy fettnd bioi otits and, inhis oM 
^ - days^ 
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days, he received maiiy favours from that prince* 
He was, notwithftanding his genius, as fimple 
in his manners as the heroes- of his fabfes» 
Puget, one of the fathers of the oratory, thinks 
- be has great merit in treating. this innocent, 
this artlefs man, as if he fpoke of a Brinvilliers 
or a Voifin, His tales are only from Poggius, 
Ariofto, and the queen' of Navarre, If loofe 
ideas are dangerous, be it remembered that 
they are not infpired barely by pleafaat fallies 
of wit, or a lively imaginatioiu One may ap* 
ply to la Fontaine, his admirable fable of the 
beafts fick of the pls^gue, where the lions, thft 
wolves, and the bears, are pardoned everjr 
filing, and an innocent animal is devoured 
for having eaten a little grafs. - 

In the (cbool of thefe geniufes, deftined to 
be the delight and inftruAion of pofterity, were 
formed many men of wit, who have produced 
g multitude of • elegant little pieces, which 
ferve to- amufe people of tafte, juft as we have 
iieveral good paioters who are yet. unequal tp 
Poui&n, Le Sueur, Le Brun, Le Moine, and 
Vanloo. 

But towards the end, of Lewis XIV's reign, 
two men rofe fiiperior to the run of indiiFerent 
geniufes, and acquired a great degree of reputa^ 
tion : the one was La Motte-Houdart, rather oT 
a more folid and extenfive than a fublime capa^ 
city. In profe he was delicate and methodical ; 
but in his poetry he often wanted that fire and 
d^ance, even that corrednefs, the negled 
of which is only to be difpenfed with in favour 
of the fublime. He has> however given us fome 
.beautiful ftanzas, for they cannot be properly 
icalled odes. His talents were not long-lived, y^t 

the 
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Ae* many beautiful pieces he has left us of 
more than one kind are fitfficient 1to fet him 
above authors of the lowcft clafs. In him is 
proved that in the art of writing fome may rank 
as feconds. The other was Roufleau, who with 
lefs genius, lefs art, and facility than La Motte, 
bad yet greater talents^ for verfification. His 
odes were fubfequent to La Motte; but they 
are more beautiful^, deverfified, and fuller of 
imagery* In his pfalms, he comes up to that 
rapture and harmony fo remarkable in the can* 
tides of Racine. His epigrams are better fi« 
nifhed than thofe of Marot. He had lefs fuc- 
cefs in opera, which requires fenfibilrty ; nor 
did he fucceed in comedy, in which a fpirit of 
gaiety is neceflary. In thefe two charaflers 
he failed; therefore in thefe -kinds of writing 
he did not fucceed j becaufe they were-^foreiga 
16 his genius. 

y-- Had the antiquated flile of Marot, which be 
ufed in his ferious works been imitated, he 
Would have corrupted the French tongue; but 
happily that mixture of the purity of our 
langu^e, with the obfolete dialedl fpoken 
above two hundred years before, did not long 
keep its footing. Some of his epifiles are imi- 
tations ofBoileau; but neither fo eafy in the 
expreffion, nor fo clear in the conception ; nor 
are his truths obvious : truth only is amiable* 

Helofl himfelf in foreign countries : whether 
his genius was i(npaired by his .misfortunes, or 
whether bis principal merit cbnfifted in a choice 
of words and happy turns of expeffion, perfec- 
tions more neceflary and uncommon than is 
Snerally imagined, he had not abroad the 
ne advantages he might Jiave found at home. 

' Ex- 
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Exiled from his native, landy he thig\it rank it 
^mong his misrofttmeB that h« wa^ no longed 
wilder tb^ eye of fe?ere criticlfm. 
. His long misfortunes had tbei|- foufidatidft in 
pa ungovernftble felf-l<fre> too muVh intermixed 
with jealoufy and aninaofuy* H»s e7^am)>)« 
fhoulcj be a ftriking leflbti to dH men cjf tdleirts $ 
but we only corifiderhim \mt ai a Wfittr whcf 
has don^ no fm^U honerwr Jo lefiersr 
: We have had few great |#li}u^ fince th^ 
flour ifliing days of thefe iiluftridufi afflfts^ aifcf 
nature feemed as it were to rtpofc h^rfcff 
foifte tirtitf before the death <rf Lev^k the Great* 
• The road was difficult at th<f b^grftfiitig of 
^his age, becaufe untrodderv$ it is now tptn txt 
f very oncv and becooit a COftim^ hrgk^ay* 
The great men of the pTeci?ding centttry fcate 
Wghtua to'thmk aad fp*afe> t*i#y K&t« rtt» 
formed us of things which werd btfdre tiA*^ 
kHoWh. Bot Bttler is htf!^ «« fe« fAi by itteir 
futcfjflorfit In 6mt^ the midf'fto^fe ^ llftife<^ 
f feces liave girsA Hi a feiiki «f tKleQ' ftf IKe^ 
aa«y produtfiions* . . 

r Th« age of Lcwrfc XtVv had ftf- every tftf^ 
th^^jfi^o t]i« (IM Cf( L09 X^ ^ h^1tu§y ^ 
4f Alexander^ The ftAte ^hidH ptoi^ctA ith 
Ih^fe jliuftfitf^s .trMM»' f«^ tfia«^ fIftfHft tifg^timi> 
Itud beM loog.tef<aref»epftribg[#o i^affhett^. hi 
vaift kare we itorcMit bUf to eMft» ffidril afi# 
f hf ficy^ tbr rcffm of tbtr ftcm pWfftAsfiS fruit* 
frilneft^ and of the long iteyility tl^aft ^ilfuetf^ 
The eras /e«fon h, tHet^ «n$dr^g tl^ef nation^ 
which cukivattf die fcAke 4rKf, if reqwres tti^irf 
years tk> purify th<rir language aifd r^ne theif 
Ififte. Whenthefe prellminarks are ikdjufted^ 
thengeauus.beqgiiia.|aliilO0til»^ Ssiutetbfi ^ftd^ 
V, : publid 
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f i^ic favour lavUhed upon thefe new tfforts 
excite every talent. Each artift in his parti-' 
<eular fpbere feii^es upon thofe natural heautiea 
irhitch cDite(poii4 with his art. Whoever fa- 
#ionia tbf thaory of Aieh arts as defend purely 
upon geoius, muft, if he has any genius him- 
feir, icnow that the primary beauties^ the grand 
Baturai outU^s peculiar tofucharts, and which 
agree ta thg jiation for which their talents are 
emplojcedi aro in numher very confined. The 
Aihje^ls and th^ir iuitable embelliftments have 
bottndajfics'ftiil more contra^ed than is gene<« 
flftlly imagined. 

TheAU>0 du Bos^ a man of great good 
feo(!&, who, in 1714 compofcd a treatife upon 
poetry and paimifig, found not in the whole 
KiAory of France one real fubjeft for an epic 
poem, but the d^ftru£):ion of the league by 
Henry jtJbje QreaL He ought to have add#d, 
that the ornapi^ntsof the epppsea adopted by the 
Greeks ^nd Romans^ aAd by Italians of th# 
fiftQc^ath a,nd fiKieoi^^h c^nturies^ being pro^ 
fcribed by tks French waiters ; the fabulous de- 
iiies, oracles, invulnerable heroes, monil'ersji 
forceries, metamorphofes, rooMiaUc adventures, 
now ^11 geaeraWy «.3fpJ««led, the beaywies prcK 
ggiT to epio ppetfy w^ confiiied within a v«ry 
narrow oifde. If riiefefore at any ^ii^e a ge- 
nius (bfings u^ who pofleffes himfelf of all the 
embeiliihin^ats fuitat^e to tb^s times, fubje<3» 
Aifd natiip«)». wi cairifis into «KecuiioQ * what * 

hat 



« Vcrf tMt aiHb^r jj)ud«t tp hif :qvkii fgcm, intimled^ 
La Hcnriade. We cannot however fubrcribc to his opuiio^ . 
«)rth*totU»«cdtic«, whofoppofc thoepopaa depends fo 
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has been attempted, thofe who follow him will 
find the tafk performed. 

It is the fame in tragic compofitions. It is 
not to be fpppofed that fublime paflages and 
elevated fentiments can be fufcepdble of 
fuch infinite variety as to be always new and 
affedling: every thing has its boundaries. 

Nor is the cafe dinerent with regard to true 
comedy ; there is not in human nature above a' 
dozen charaders truly comic and highly marked. 
The abbe Du Bos, not having genius hi him* 
felf, thinks that men of wit may ftrike out a ya- 
rietv of charaders that are all new $ but he it 
miftaken, they muft arife from nature. He 
imagines that thofe trifling peculiarities which 
conftitute the different cha^^raders of men may 
be as happily handled as the moft fublime fub- 
jt&s. Innumerable are the clouds that over- 



fmich on the machinery of the heathen Gods, &c. from the 
ufe of which we chr^ftian authors are excluded : for grant- 
ing the fcene or plan of the work is laid within the pale of 
the church, the opinions and traditions of our own fuper- 
ftition fupply thc^ author with a fund pf machinery as an»> 
pie as any that antiquity can produce : we have our demons, 
furies, forceries, prophecies, apparitions, dreams, and even 
mecamorphofes, with all the romantic adventures of chi- 
valry, which, if properly exhibited, would produce as goodT 
an 9fft€t as the intervention of the Gods of Homer $ which, 
in fpite of all tWt has been faid in their defence, certainly 
outrage probability, and would be a difgrace to any fyftem 
el religion. After all, notwithftanding what Ariftotle,. 
pofla, Rapin, and other critics have faid of the fable and 
the machinery of the epic poem, we will venture to affirm 
that the fuccefs of it does not fo much depend upon the 
contrivance of the poet in thefe particular^ as upon the 
ctviraaers or manacrii the imagery and verfification of the 
performance* 

• * ihadow 



d by Google 



Of the Polite Arti. «J 

fiiadow truth : her ftrongeft and moft glaring 
colours are not many ; but of fuch of thefe asar6 
of a primitive, a fuperior nature, an able artift 
^ever fails fo make a proper ufe^« 

Pulpit oratory, particularly that which re- 
lates to funeral eulogium, is exadly in the fame 
Aater Moral truths being once delivered with 
eloquence, the images of wretchednefs and hu- 
man weaknefs, the vanity of grandeur, and the 
devaftationsof death, being once drawn by ma- 
ileriy hands, in time become common place* 
We are reduced to the neceifity of imitating 
cr erring from the point* A fufficient number 
of fables being compofed by a La Fontaine, all 
further additions enter into the fame fyftem of 
morality y and the courfe of adventure is nearly 
the fame. Thus genius, after fiouriihing for a 
certain age, muft neceflarily degenerate. 

Thofe kinds of fcience whofe fubjeAs per* 
tnit of perpetual renewal, fuch as hiftory and 
phyfical obfervations, and which require only 
induify, judgment, and a common underftand- 
ing, can more eafily keep their ground ; and 
the manual arts, fuch as painting and fculpture* 
can never degenerate, when the fupreme go- 
vernors, as Lewis XIV. are careful only to em- 
ploy the beft artifts ; for in painting and fculp- 
ture the fame fubjefts may be treated an hun- 
dred different ways. The holy family is drawn 

• Without entering into a difcoffion of this point, whe- 
ther nature has not produced more than a dozen original 
comic charaaers, we (hall beg leave to obferve that it is the 
bufinefs of comedy to paint the follies of the age | and 
every body knows, that the follies ' of life are infinitely 
yaried, according to fafiuoHi time^ and circumftance. 

every 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4^very day, th<»jgh it is » iiibie^ on which Ra« 
bhacl has difplayf d the uttngit ppwer of bis art : 
pvi, it would be ridiculous again to undertal^e a 
Clnna, an Andromache^ an Art ofPoetry, aod a 
Tar^uffc*. 

. It is alio obfervaUe^ that the laft age having 
fn&ru&ed the preient, it is become io eafy fed 
.write indifferent books, that we have been 
j>Ug^ed with trifling pieces ;, and, what is ftill 
yrorO^mmy of them very ierious and very ufie^ 
MCs* Bau amid this quantity of pieces of fmsH 
merit, ai> evil become neceHary in a tow/i 
!}ike this, large, gipulent, and idle, where one 
f^itt of the people are always ^riving to amufe 
the other, there will from time to time be foun^ 
^xcellexit pieces, either of biftory or refle£iioi^ 
fit of that fiiperficial kind of writing whic^ 
amufes tvcry body f* 

The 

' nil I III I > H ' I " . 1 , "I 1 1 wt^pw>#^^^^^^^fp^»^t 

# W^ camlet think tkis it « f^ compariioA* . A pidvie 

^Pf «aIb if^A«f»t9Meii% to Ihe «ye,. wluch «s}<»y8 it at the 

^f(t glance s bvj a man suift tako ioj^e pains to maJne him- 

felf^udge of a tragedy. A pidure is a valuable piece of 

*furniture> an original ornament, of yirhicfa the owner is fole 

'^ofleflor ) 1^ eighteen penny pamphlet makes no figure at 

-all, and i3 boTides CQCDoioa to thouteda i a ciraiKnaance 

.fbftt muA sreatiy diraini^ its valu^. Yet we will be bokl 

tq hy, that if the faid fgbj^a for tragedy was treated by 

"a dozen different authors of eAabliflied reputarion, we 

^ihonld perufe them all with pleafare | and if there was but 

.«ne copy of caith, it would perhaps fetch ai great a price, as 

^0 original M«dona. 

f The writings of the prefent age have been undervj- 
lu^d, not from their mediocrity, but from their abundance. 
Cenius is become cheap, becaufe the market is overi^ockej. 
Mr, Pope was careflTed by the great as the tlrd pQet of th« 
age. His fricndihip was courted by the firfl pcrfons in the 
,pta(ipA i and his fortune was made a; «a«f b/ a liberal fbb- 
'. '^ fcripUoil 
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The French nation has, abov^ all othert, 
produced moft of ' thefe performances. Their 
language is become the language of Europe.; 
every thing has contributed thereto ; the cele- 
brated writers of the age of Lewis the Great % 
Ae Calvinift miniftess who were banifhed, and 
i^arried eloquence and method lilto other coun<^ 
tries; aRapin de Thoyras, who pubiiihed iit 
French the only good hiftory of England * ; a 
St. Evremondy WDofe acquaintance was fought 
by the whole Englifh court ; a dutchcfs of Ma- 
narinCy whom they were all zealous to pleafe ; 
knd a madam d'01breufe» afterwards dutchefs 
' of Zell, who carried into Germany all the per* 
fe£^ions of her native country ; but above all, 
that focial fpirit which is the natural charadteriftie 
xif the French, a merit and pleafure of which 
other nations feel the want and necefiity. Thf 
French tongue, above all others, expreiles every 
fubje^t of genteel converfacion with more eafe^ 
corre^nefs, and elegance, and thereby contri- 
)>ates, all over Europe, to the greateft, the moft 
amiable pleafures of life. 

; ^ ' ■ " ■'■'■ , ' " '■ ' "" wi ^ 

iipripthui. hex it not be ihiagmed we want to x)etra£fc from 
the mMiory or fame of this excellent writer, when we de« 
"dare our opinion, that there are now living feveial authors 
'et|ual to Pope in poetical merit, who have never Tele one ray 
4>r patrtmage or prote^on . 

" • This flfltetibn will, we hope, admitof a difpute.. R»- 
j^n rtigBfld for fome years, becaufe there was no coRijpejri»» 
tor« The cafe ia otherwife at prefent* 
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CHAR CCV. 

S E q^u E L of the Art s. 

TH £ arts which do not depend abfolutely 
upon the mind, fuch as muftc, painting, 
fculpture, architCiSture, &c. made but fmall pro- 
grefs in France before that aera which we dif- 
tinguifli by the name of\the age of Lewis XIV. 
Mufic was as yet in its infancy ; all that 
we knew were fome fongs, and a few airs 
for the violin, the guittare, and theorbo, moft 
of which were compofed in Spain. The tafte, 
the (kill of a Lully, amazed the world ; he was 
iJie firft who in France introduced bafes, flops, 
and fugues. However eafy and fimple his com- 
pofitions may now appear, the executing of 
them muft have coft him fome pains. There 
are at this time a thoufand people who under- 
ftand mufic for one who was a proficient there- 
in in the days of Lewis XIIL and the art has, 
by degrees, arrived at perfedliori ♦. 

Few great towns are now without a public 
concert ; whereas then there was not one, even 
in Pari«. The king's band, of tweiity-four vio- 
lins, was all the mufic of France, The different 
fpecies of fcience belonging to mufic, and its de- 
pendent arts, made afterwards fuch a progrefs, 
that, about the end of Lewis XIV's reign, the 
art of pricking down dances was invented ; fo 
that it may now be truly faid we dance by book. 

* What mufic may have gained in compo^tion, it foemt 
to have loft in expredion i for the modem refinements of 
this art are calculated to tickle the ear^ rather than wakt 
or afluage the paiiioiis of tbe heart. 

Even 
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' Even in the rege^ncy of Mary of Medicis^ 
we had very good architefts; fhe built the pa- 
lace of Luxembourg in the Tufcan ftile, to do 
honour to her own country and embellifli ours. 
. That Defbroffes to whom we owe the portal of 
St. Gervais, fuperimended alfo the ftrufture of 
that queen's palace, which ftie never enjoyed. 
It is a miftake to fuppofe that cardinal 
Richelieu, with equal ^greatnefs of foul, came 
near her in tafte. His palace, which now be- 
longs to the crown, is a proof of this aflertion. 
"When that beautiful front of the Louvre, which 
with regret we ftill behold unfiniftied, was firft 
. raifed, we conceived the warmeft expeflations. 
.Many magnificent buildings have been creSed 
by citizens, which have been more highly 
finifhed within than without, and which con- 
tribute more to gratify the luxury of indivi- 
duals than to the embellifhment of the city. 

Colbert, the Mecenas of arts, founded an 
academy of architefture in 167 1. It is not 
enough to have Vitruviufes, we muft alfo have 
Auguftufes to employ them. 

It is alfo n'eceflary, that the municipal magif- 
trates fhouldbe men of public fpirit, and pof- 
fefTed of tafte. Two or three foch mayors 
of Paris as the prefident Turgot, would have 
prevented the reproach now caft upon that city, 
on account of the town-houfe, fo badly built, 
and fo ill fituated ; of the public fquares, 
fo fmall and irregular, remarkable only for ex- 
ecutions and bonfires ; and of tha principal 
'ftreets, fo extremely narrow ; ^nd, in fine. 
Tor . thofe remains of barbarity, ftill fubfift- 
ing in the midft of grandetir and the very bpfom 
of thp arts. ^ 

C 2 Painting 
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Paintinr began with Pouffin, in the days 
of Lewis aIII. It is not worth while to ta^e 
notice of the indiiFerent artifts in that way whp 
preceded him. We have always fince his time 
had excellent painters ; tho* not indeed in that 
abundance which conftitutes partof the wealth of 
Italy. Suppofe we Ihould pafs over the naoip 
of le Sueur, who had no maAer but hianfelf, 
or le Brun, who, in defign and conipolkioiis 
equalled the Italians ; yet we can boaft of more 
than thirty painters, who have left behind tbein 
pieces worthy of the moft accurate attention. Fo* 
reigners begin to purchafe them of us. I havp 
feen the galleries and grand apartments of ;i 
great monarch, which have been adorned only 
with pidures of our country's produce, , qf 
whofe merit we were not perhaps fufficiently 
.acquainted. I have feen in France, twelve thoa- 
fand livres refufed for a pi&ure of Santerr^. 
Europe cannot boaft a greater, nor perhaps a 
more elegant, piece of painting than the cicung 
at Verfailles by le Moine. 

Foreigners allow a painter now among us to 
be the lirft in Europe.* Colbert not only 
gave to the academy of painting its. prefer^ 
form, but prevailed alfo upon Lewis XIV, to 
cftabliih one at Rome, in ^1667. An boul^ 
was there purchafed for tfie fupcrintendant. 
Scholars are fent thither who have obtained 
the premium in the academy at Paris* They 
are fent and maintained at the king's expe^ce; 
they defign after antiques, and ftudythe works 
of Raphael and Michael Angelo. This ambi- 
tion of imitating its treafures is a noble homage 
paid to ancient and modern Rome *, and 
we ftill continue it, notwitbftanding the im« 

mejttfe 
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menfe coHedion of Italian pidures made by 
thedtike of Orleans and the king, and thofe 
mafter-pieccs of fculpture, which France has 
produced, fets us above the fearch after foreign 
alffiftance^ 

We have principally excelled in fculpture, 
and in the art of cafting, in metal, coloflal equef- 
trian figures. 

Shodd there hereafter be difcovercd in ruins 
fttch maftcr-pieces of art as the baths of Apollo, 
cfxpofed to all the injuries of tiie weather in 
the gardens of Verfailles ; the tomb of cardinal 
Richeltcu in the chapel of the Sorbonne, not 
fuiSkiently pointed out to the public; the equef- 
Irian ftatoe of Lewis XV. made at Paris, to 
toibeiliih Bourdeaux $ the Mercury fent by the 
prefent king of France as a prefent to his ma- 
jefty of Prudia^ and other performances equal in 
^erit to thofe I have named, is it not probable 
^ley would fet this age in a light as advanta- 
geous' as the mpft poliihed aera of ancient 
xjrceCe f 

We have equalled tfce ancients in our me- 
dals. Variii was the firft who raifed this art 
^beve iticdiotrtty^boiit the end of the reign 
ef Lewis Xni. The dumber and variety of 
Aefe pieces, which we fee ranged in hiftorical' 
A^nter m that part of the gaUery of the Louvre 
affigned to the artiftsj « admirable. There are 
above two millions, andmoft of them very maf* 
terly. 

^ Nor have we been lefo fuccefsful in the art 
Af engraving precious ftones. That of multiply- 
ing piftures upon^ copper, and tranfmitting 
with eafe to poftefity all the reprefentations of 
irt and natore, was, before this time^in a verf 
C 3 imperfeft 
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iniperfe<£l ftate in France. It is one of the moft. 
uieful and pJeafing arts; we arc indebted for 
i^ to the Florentines, among whom it was 
invented^ about the middle of the fifteenth 
century ; and it has been more improved in, 
France than Italy: we have a vaft number 
of finifhed works of this kind. The king's 
collcftion of prints has been often confidered 
as one of the moft magnificent prefents that 
could be given to ambai)'adors. Chafing in gold 
and filver, which depends much upon invention 
and tafte, has been carried to the higheft per- 
feiSlion of which the hand of man is capable. 

Having thus traverfed thofe arts which con- 
tribute to the deh'ght of individuals, and the. 
glory of a ftate, let us not pafs over in filence 
f) le of the moft ufefi^l of all others, in which 
France furpufles- all nations of the. world; I 
n.cau 'urgery, the progrcfs of which was now' 
fp riipid and celebrated, that people crowded^ 
to I'aris .from all parts of £urQpe for 
thofe cures and operations which require un-* 
common dexterity of hand. And, befides that 
good furgeons were to be found fcarcely any, 
where but in France, it was the only country, 
in which the inftruments neceflary to that art 
were properly finifhed. They fupplied all their 
neighbours ; and the celebrated Chefelden, one 
of the greateft furgeons in London, told me, 
that it was he who firft caufed them to be ma-. 
nufadiired in that city, in 1715. Phyfic, which 
contributes to perfed the chirurgical art, did 
not make a fwifter progrefs in France than in 
England, and under Boerhaave in Holland. 
But we may fay of phyfic as of philofophy, that, 
by making ufe of the lights communicated to us 
- by 
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our neighbours, we have raifed it to the greateft 
poflible perfeftjon. 

Thus have I given a general and faithful 
portrait of the progrefs of human genius among 
the French ?nthis age^ wlych began under car- 
dinal Richlieu, and ended with our own times. 
It will be difficult 'to furpafs it : if by any means 
it (hould happen, this will always remain a mo- 
del for thofe more fortunate ages to which it 
may give birth. 

SS «S, SS ^S sS C* C9 gg a% 9M 92 Of ^f gT> aS q2 «D» Zs 9^ 

C H A P. CCVI. 

Ecclesiastical Affairs: Memorable 

DlSPtTTES. 

IT has been always neceflary for the fove- 
rci^ to a6k with more delicacy and caution 
towards the churchy the mbft numerous of the 
three ' orders compofing the ftate, than any 
other. To preferve at the fame time an union 
with the fee of Rome, and fupport the liberties 
of the Gallican church, which are the rights of 
the antient church, that is^ to make thebifhops 
obey as fubjeds, without infringing their epif- 
copal immunities, to oblige them to fubmit in 
many things to thcfecular jurifdiftion, and to 
leave them judges in others, to make them con- 
tribute to the exigencies of the ftate without in- 
juring their privileges; all this required a com- 
pound of dexterity and refolution of which, 
Lewis XIV. was always maftdr. The clergy 
of France were by degrees reduced to a ftate of* 
C 4 order 
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order and decency, from which the tivil wan 
and the licentioufnefs of the times had caufed 
them tP deviate* The king would no longer 
permit laymen to poilefs benefices intommendffm^ 
nor any to be bifliops unlefs they were prieftsy 
as the cardinal Mazarin, who had held the bi- 
ihopric of Metz, when not even a Aib-deacon, 
and the- duke de Verneuille, who enjoyed th^ 
profits thereof, though a layman. 
' The money paid one year with another to 
the king, by the clergy of France and the^con- 

?uered towns, amounted to about two millions 
ve hundred thoufand livres; aiid, fince tk^' 
numerical increafe of the value of money, they 
have affifted the ftate yearly with about four 
millions, under the name ot tenths, extraordi- 
. nary fubfidi^s, and free-gifts* The name and 
privilege of free-gift is ftill preferved as one 
of the remains of ancient cuftom, whereby the 
lords of fiefs were wont to contribute to iheii^ 
ceffities of the ftate, by way of free-gift to the 
king. In the time of feudal anarchy, bii&opa 
and abbots, being lords of fiefs, were 6nly, 
obliged to furnifli foldiers. Kings tben^ Hke 
other lords, lived upon the revenue of tHek owa 
domains : afterwards, when every other Ofdcr 
changed, the clergy remained upon their oW^ 
footing, and maintained the cuftom of aififting * 
the ftate by way of free-gift. 

To this ancient cuftom, which a body that 
aflembles often, eafily prefcrv^s, and which mufl: 
be neceflarily loft by one that never aflenxblesy 
we may join that immunity and maxim, always 
claimed by the church. That its revenues are 
thofe of the poor. Not that it pretends to owe 
nothing to the ftate, of which it holds every 

thing. 
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Ifiing, becaufe, when the public is neceffitated^ 
k is to be confidered in the firft clafs of poor : 
and Lewis XIV. exaded thefe fupplies in fuch 
a manner^ that he was fure of never being re- 
fufed. 

It it amazing to all Europe as well as to 
France, that the clergy, who arc fuppofed to be 
poffefled of one third of the revenue of the king- 
flom, fbould contribute fo h'ttle to reheve its 
wants. If they are mafters of one third of the 
whole, it is mdifputable that they ought ta 
pay one third of the expenccs, which, upon an 
average, amounts, dcmonftrably, to thirty mil- 
lions yearly, befides the duties upon periihable 
commodities, which they pay in common with 
other fubjefts; but vague- and partial judgments 
are paffed upon every thing. The people talic 
of the clergy pofleffing one third of the Icing- 
dom's revenues at randon), juft as they fay 
Paris contains a million of inhabitants. 

Were we but to take the pains of computing 
the revenues of the biftioprics, by the leales 
granted about fifty 3'ears ago, it would appear^ 
that the whole annual revenue did not then ex- 
ceed four millions ; and the commendatory abbies 
amounted to about four millions five hundred 
thoufand pounds. It is true, the leafes were 
eftimated at, one third of their real value, and 
if to this eftimation we add the increafe of the 
landed revenue fincc, the fum total of the con- 
fiftorial benefices will amount to fixteen mil- 
lions ; and it fliould not be forgotten, that out 
of this there goes annually a confiderable ftira 
to Rome, w^hich, as it never comes back, is 
abfoKitely loft to us. The king is herein ex- 
tremely liberal to the holy fee ; by which the 
C 5 ffate 
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ftate is plundered, in the fpace of a'centurf, of' 
more than 400,000 marlj^ of filvcr, which could 
•not in time fail to impoverifh the kingdom, 
were not the lofs abundantly repaired by the 
returns of commerce. To thefe benefices whicli 
pay annates to Rome muft be annexed cures, con- 
vents, collegiate livings^ and all other eclefiafti— 
cal eflablifhments ; and, if we compute the 
value of all. together at fifty millions yearly, 
we fliall not fall far fliort of the tiuth. 

Thofe who have inquired into this matter 
with the utmoft accuracy and attention cannot 
carry the fum total of the yearly revenues of the 
Galiican church, fecular and regular, farther 
than jeighty millions. This is.no exorbitant 
fum when appropriated to the maintainance of 
riinetythoufand regulars, and about one hundred 
and fixty thoufand other ecclefiaftics, which was 
the cafe in 1700 : and moreover,outof the above 
ninety thoufand, more than one third live upon 
aims and mafl'es. Many conventual monks do 
jiot ftand their community in two hundred livres 
J early : there are regular abbots, whofe income 
i ach annually amounts to two hundred thou- 
fand livres. From this enormous and ftriking 
inequality, murmurs muft neceflarily arife. 
It is rei'lly lamentable, that a country curate 
iliall, from his laborious duties, be only intitled 
10 a fcanty income of three hundred livres, 
(and perhaps he fliall receive from Chriftian 
liberality not more than four or five hundred 
livres befides,) while a kzy monk, become an 
abbot, but not on that account the lefs lazy, and is 
nvafter of an immenfe fortune, receiving at the 
fame time from his inferiors the moft flattering 
and pompous titles. Thefe abufes are carried 

much 
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'inuch higher in Flanders, Spain, and above all 
in the catholic ftates in Germany, where we 
often find princes among the regular religious. 

Abufes almoft every where pafs by degrees 
into laws; andJf the wifeft men were to af- 
fetnble to compofe laws, where is that kind of 
ilate whofe conftitution would always remain 
unalterably the fame ? 

The clergy of France always obferve a cuftom 
that is very burthenfome to them when they 
; affift the king with a free-gift of feveral millions 
. for a certain term of years. They borrow the 
• mon^y, and reimburfe their creditors with the 
capital, after having paid the intereft; thus 
paying it twice over. It would be more to the 
advantage of the ftate, as well as of the clergy 
in general, and more conformable to reafon, if 
this reverend body Were to affift the wanes of 
their country by contributions proportioned to 
the value of their refpc£fcive beineiices: but wq 
are always. too much attached to old cuftoms* 
It is owing to this difpofition that the clergy, 
though they aflbmbie every five years, have 
never yet had a hall, nor any one thing they 
could call their own. It is clear, that with 
Jefs expence to themfelves, they might have 
nioreeficdually ferved the king, and haveeredted 
a palace in Paris, which might have been anew 
ornameut to that capital. 

In the minority of Lewis XIV* the maxima 
of the clergy of France were not entirely cleared 
from the impurities tkey had imbibed from the 
League. It is well known, that in the younger 
days of Lewis XIII. and in the laftaflembly of 
the ftates>beld in 1614, the moft numerous 
C 6 past 
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{lartof the iiation» diftinguiflied bjr tfaesfipct^ 
latkm of the third ftate, and which is as itwcie 
. the foundatian of the ftate» in vain demanded df 
the parliament, that it fhouldbe regiftcred as a 
fundamental law, ** That no fpirttsal powti; 
can deprive kings of their facred rights^ whkh 
.they hold only from God ; and that it is high 
treafon of the blackeft kind to teach the^ofirme 
.o( depofmg and killing kings/' This was the 
fubftance of the nation's demand^ in nearly the 
fame words. It was made when the Uood of 
Henry the Great ftill fmoaked. Yet a Ufliop of 
France, born in that kingdom, the cardinal da Per- 
ron, oppofed violently the propofitton, under pre- 
tence that it was not the buimefs of tbe third 
ftate to di3ate laws that any way eoncem the 
church. Why did he not then, in conjtindion 
with them, agree to this point? but he was fo 
far from this a6 to fay, " That the power of 
the pope was plenary without controul, di- 
.red as to fpirttual matters, indire&4» to tem- 
porals ; and he was alfo commiffioned by the 
clergy to add, they would excommunicate all 
fuch perfons as might pretend to maintain that 
the pope could not depofe kings." 

The nobility was gained over, and the third 
ftate obliged to defift. The parliament renewed 
their antient decrees, declaring the crown in- 
dependent, and the king's perfon facred. The 
ecdefiaftical chamber, in acknowledging the 
king's perfon to be facred, ftill perfifted to main- 
tain that the crown was dependent. The very 
fame temper had before depofed Lewis the De- 
bonnaire. It now prevailed fo far, chat the 
court was obliged to acquiefce, and imprifen 
■th^ printer who had publifhed the decree of 
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aw. TJns ppgceediifg wa» fiM ta be iiecd^ 
fMTf bt the public peece y bot it ma really 
-Meant to puKifli tbofe who fbnuflled die crewm 
iwith defcmve annt» Tke cafe was quite dif- 
ferent at Vienna, beeauie Fnuice' flood tfi 
awe of the court of Reoie, and the pope was 
tfnU of the houfe of Auftria. 
- The caufe btiv gi^^cR up was fo much die 
oaufe of kiiig9^ that Jaoiea I. king of England, 
wrote agakift cardinal Peffon ; and this piece 
it the beft of his worhs* It was alfo the cau(e 
of the people, ^idiofe hfcty required that their 
ibvepeign fliottkl bf no means depend upon a lb«» 
xeign power. Reaibn at kngtb prevailed ; and 
Lewis XiV, wsfb the weig)^ of his authorit7» 
fMind. no great trouble in procurii^ it to be 
heard. 

Antonio Berez bad reconHDiended tof Henrf 
IV. three things, Rome, Confejo, Pielago. 
Lewis XIV. bad attained to^fuch a faperioritr 
in tfae two laft,^ he bad no need of the fiiA, 
He wa» particularly careful to preferve the cus- 
tom of appealing to parliatnent, from the decrees 
of ecciefiaftical courts, in all cafes refpefling 
the regal juriididton. The clergy fometimes 
complained of this proceeding, and fometimes 
applauded it : for if on the one hand thefe ap* 
peals fupport the rights of the ftate againft epif« 
copal authority, they yet confirm that autho* * 
rity itfelf, in maintaining the rights of theept{^ 
copal church againft the pretenhons of the court 
of Rome: infomuch that the hifllops hare 
looked upon she parliament both as their adver- 
faries and defenders $ and the government has 
been ^are^, that, in fpite of the quarrels of re» 
:. . ligion^ 
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iigion,the boundaries, which are eafily^hroktn 
down, (hould . on neither fide :be infringed. It 
45 with regard to the difFerent bodies and com- 
panies of the ftate the Xame . as with the io- 
tereft of trading towns. ; to ballance them is in 
the band of the legiflator; . 

The moftjipportanrand delicate affair of this 
fort, was that of the Regale. The kings of 
France have a right to prefent to aU fimple be- 
nefices of a diocefe during the vacancy. of the 
fee, and alfo for that time to appropriate the 
revenues to their own ufe. This prerogative 
is peculiar to the kings of France 3 but every 
fiate has its privileges. The kings of Portugal 
enjoy one third of the revenues of every bifhop 
in their dominions. The emperor claTms the 
firft fruits, and difpofes of all livings when they 
become firft vacant after his acceffion. The 
jights of > the kings of Naples and Sicily are 
ftill greater. Thofe of the court of Rome, are 
founded rather upon cufiom than primitive title. 
The kings of the Merovingian race gave away liv- 
ings and bifliopr ics of their own fole authority. 
It appears very juft they fhould preferve the 
poor privilege of difpofing of the revenue, and 
nominating to fimple benefices during the fhort 
fpace that happens between the death of one 
bifliop and the regiftering his iuccellbr's oath of 
fidelity. 

The bifhops of feveral towns, reunited to the 
crown under the third race, refufed to acknow- 
ledge this right, which their former lords had 
been too weak to maintain. The popes fided 
with the bifhops, and their claims always re- 
mained enveloped in obfcurity. The parlia- 
ment under Henry IV, in x6o8, declared, that 
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the Regale {hould take place thiroughout the 
whole kingdom. The dergy murmuTed ; and 
that prince^ who temporifed with the biihops 
and court of Rome^ brought the aflair before 
his council; but took care it ihould not be de- 
cided. 

The cardinals Richelieu and Mazarrn caufed 
feveral orders of council to be iiHied, whereby 
thofe biihops who held themfelves exempt frbni 
that authority were required to produce their 
titles. The affair remained undecided even in 
the year 1673 ; and the king at that time did 
not dare to difpofe of a fuigle benefice in aimoft 
any diocefe beyond the Loirie, during the va- 
cancy of a fee. At length, in 1673, ^^^ chan- 
cellor Michael le Tellier publifhed an edid, 
whereby all the bifhoprics in the kingdom 
were declared fubjeft to the Regale. Two 
bifhops, who were unhappily the moft virtuous 
men in the kingdom, obflinately refufed to ftib-^ 
mit. Thefe were Pavilion biihop of Alet, and 
Caulet bifhop of Pamiers. They defended 
their caufe at firft with very plaufible reafons^ 
and were as flrongly oppofed. When men of * 
underflanding difpute long, it is very likely the 
quefllon is far from being clear. This was in- 
deed very obfcure : but it was evident, that nei* 
ther religion nor good order were interefted 
in preventing the king from doing in two di- 
oceiTes what he did in every other. Never* 
thelefe, the two bifhops remained inflexible.. 
Neither one nor the other of them had caufed 
his oath of fidelity to be regifl;ered ; and the 
king thought he had a right to difpofe of "the 
livings vacated in their refpe£tive fees« 

The 
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The ttf o prelates cxoommuiric^Keit all wlM 
Were thus provided for* Bbth had been fuf« 
peAed of Janfenifia. Innoc^t X. was their 
enemy; but when they dieted againft tht 
king's MrerogatiTe, he bocaiDe tbeir friemk Thh 
pope, ddefcalchi, as virtuous and obftinate as 
theoifelres^ vnrtnVt e^oufed their ca«fe. 

The king at fim contented himfelf t(y exile 
the principal officers of chefe feHhops. ¥t6 
fliewed more moderation than two men whd 
piqued themfelves for dietr £indity. Out of 
refp^iSl to his old age, the bifliop of Alet wars 
left to die in peace. The hi&op of Fnniers ftill 
refifted, nor couid any retnonftrances move 
btm. Ht repeated his excommunicatiofis ; and 
perfifted in not raftering his o^ of fidelity, 
perfuaded that by foch an oath the d)urch wai 
acknowledged as fubfiefvient to monarchy. His 
temporalities were feiaed upon by the kingl 
The pope and the Jasifenifts tn^m&iAed him* 
He gained by the privatbn of his annuity, and 
died in 1680, fatisfied, that in oppofmg the 
king* he had maantained the caufe of heaven* 
His death did not extiiiguifh the qtiarre) : th^ 
.canons named by the king came to take pof» 
ieffion; the monks, who pretende4 to be canons 
and grand vicars, obliged them to quit the 
Church, and excommunicated them. The me-^ 
tropoUtan, Montpefat, archbifliop of Toulpufe, 
to whom it belonged to take cognizance of this 
matter, gave fentence^ but to no purpofe, againft 
thefe pretended grand vicars. They appealed to 
Rome, according to the cuftom of referring to 
that court fuch ecclefiaftkai c^iuf^s as were de-^- 
termined by the archbiih^ of France^ t cuftom 
dirciHy contrary to the liberties of the Gallican 

, church : 
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diurcb ; but there arc contmdidiatts is every 
form of bumao government. Tke pecUameafc 
iflued decrees*. A monk named GorIe» vdio 
was pn^ of thde gjofki vicam, broke thro' tbf 
ifentenoe ^i the arcfabifiipp)^ asjipell as the de* 
crecs of the parliament* Th« 1^ trihunal con^ 
demacd him to be drawn on a le^ to the 
place of executioot Mid to lofe hia jmd. He 
was eiynited In tMgf. From his f fjphna he 
iojuked both the apchbifliop aJid. the.kiog ; and 
was fu()ortedbjr tbe pe|pe» Nay^ tbiaiiaycBeigai 
pontiff wcjiit farther. Perf«iide4 likeParaiett^ 
that the right of R^^ was aik abufe epea the 
church, and that the king had nothing to ib 
wicb. the livings of ifeat ^acm hifiiopric, he 
r repealed thi^ oubninnces o£; the ardhwhopof 
Toulottli^ and ex^opamimeaied the grand yA* 
cars namoi b]F that padaie, wiahjdl&e ttdm 
UMitaos tbivt held na^Bf . the Rrgak^ and tUehc 
abettors* 

The king GOfwened an aflemUy of Aedeqgjt 
oonfiiUng ^ tbifiy^fiyft hiflHfa».aad alike nooa^ 
ber of deputies of dhe .faeond order. The )m»i 
fenUb fof t))e Jicft .lime took «nct wtb the 
pope ; and this pope, an enemy to die king^ 
favoiued^ wUbeiiit lovto j; ihcaa ^ ftepifned iiim- 
felf for oppofing this monacch upoft ^^ 
occafioii: and, ii* X6891 joined witk tfaeaBiee 
againft James Ift becaefe her was . piDtsfied be 
l^wis aIV. fo that it waa now a common fiij^ 
ing. That James Aieuid beoome an huguenot^ 
end the pope a cathoUcf to tenmrntte she 
troubles of j&vrope am} of the cbaeeb. 

In the mean time the dergyin 168 1, un»* 
nhapufly declared for the king* Another tti* 
9mg jguarrel, beoome noW important, engaged 

the 
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the public attention. The ele£^ion to a priory 
inthe/ubiirbs of P^ris inflamed the difFerence 
between the pope and the king.- The Roman 
pontiff repealed the ordonnance of the arch^ 
bifhop of Paris, and annulled his nomination 
to that prioiy.. The parlianient adjudged this 
proceeding or the court of Rome to be an abufe. 
The pope, by a bull, ordered the inquifition to 
burn the parliament's decree. Thefe difputes 
have been for a long time the common and in- 
evitable confequences' of that ancient mixture 
of the natural liberty which every country 
claims of governiiig within itfelf, and of its fulA 
fcrvicncy to a foiKign power. 

The aflemblyof the clergy took a courfe^ 
which fhews that men of wi^om can yield wittt 
dignity to their fovereign, without any other 
power interpofing; They confented that the 
right of Regale fbpuld extend over the whole 
kingdom ; but it was done in fuch a manner as 
to feem rather a coiiceffion on the-p^rt of the 
clergy, relinquiihing their pretentions out of 
Kgardto their protedor, than a formal, ac* 
knowledgment of the abfolute right of the 
crown. 

The aflembly juftified themfelves to the pope 
by a letter, wherein we find this one paiEige, 
which alone ought to ferve as a conflant rule in' 
all difputes, viz. '* It is better to cede fomc 
thing.of one's rights, than to difturb the public 
tranquility." The king, the GalHcan church, 
and the parliament, were contented. The Jan* 
fenifts writ fome libels : the pope continued in-- 
flexible. He reverfed by brief all the refolu- 
tions of the aflembly, and commanded the^ bi- 
i ihops 
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fhffps to retra£l their conceffiona. Here was 
fome foundation for dividing forever the churcb 
of France from tbit of Rome. There bad been 
ibme talk of making a patriarch in the timea. of 
cardinal Richelieu and Mazarin, -: 

It was the wifh of every magiftrate, that the 
tribute of annates fliould be no longer paid to 
•Rome; that the holy fee ihould nominate to 
the benefices of Bretagne oitly for fix nnintbs 
in the year ; and that the biihops of France 
fliould no lopger be filled bi(hops by permif* 
fion of th« holy fee. Had it been the king's 
inclination, he needed only to, have faid the 
word ; he was mailer of the aflembly of the 
^ergy, and the nation wiis for him. Rome 
would have loft all by the inflexibility of a 
virtuous pope, who knew not how tQ tempo- 
rife. But there are certain ancient boundaries 
which cannot be removed without the moft vi- 
olent fiiocks. It required ftrohger ties of in* 
tereft, more inflamed paffions, and greater per- 
turbations in the minds of men, to break at 
^nce with the court .of Rome ; and this rup- 
ture would have been the mere difficult while 
the miniftry perfifted in extirpating Calvinifm. 
It was even looked upon as a; bold ftepto pub- 
lifh the four fsunous decifions of the fame aC* 
fembly in 1682, of which here follows the 
fubftance. 

I. God gave no power, either diredly or in- 
dire<£lly, in temporal matters, either to.reter or 
his fuccefibrs. 

'2. The Galilean church approved of the 
council of Confiance, which declares general 
councils fuperior to the pope in fpirituals. 

. 3-The 
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J. The rules, cnftoins, and eflaUiflied pC2^^ 
tices of the kingdom, «id the Gallican chifrcb, 
•Qght to remain uncbacigeaUer 

4* The popeV 4ecifiofis in matters of fkidi 
are not binding, lantil approved ^ bf the 
ehurdi. 

Ali the tribunals and faculties of thedegir 
'fegtfterad diefe feor pRsfofitJons in their fuHeft 
lenfe^ and ^forbid by edift any one to maintain 
the tontraiy. This^ fif mnefs ^^as regarded 
at Rome as an effort of rebeMion ; and b/ the 
pro^aats of Evirope as a weak efhy df a church . 
nafruraily free, which had bfdben only fomr 
links of .her chains. Tbefe four maxkns were 
«t 6i£k efpMfed with enthufiafm by the wholi^ 
nation^ but they stfterwards cooied. 
' About the end of Lewis the Great's reign,^ 
4iey began to be eonfidered as problematical ^ 
and cardinat Flewrr caufed them (o be ra^ part 
difavowed by an aftmbly of the ctn-gy, with-* 
mit the leoA ^sonfequential mormur, beeaufc 
the mkids of mm were not then fo much heate^,^ 
and becanfexifiiriti^the admiftiArsftmn ef canfii' 
HatFteunr, noihing^was done very remarkable. 
• I^ape innocent was^ nevefchekfs '.more tbaii 
ever exafperated: he refafed brils td ail the 
biftops and commendatory abbots that had 
been nominated by the king; fo that when he 
died, which was in 1689, there war twenty- 
nine fees in France withoiit bflhops. Thefr 
plates indeed were notWHdtoitt their revenues^ 
but they dared not either to be. confecrated, or 
#^y any of the epi(copal ftrndions. The 
notion of creating a patriarch was revired. 
The qvarrel about the. rights of ambafladors at, 
Rome^ which complcated the widening of thefe 

breaches. 
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breaches, gave one reafon to think that the 
time was come for eftabliihing in France a ca- 
tholic apoftdlic church that was not Roman. 
The attomeyrgeneraly Harlai, and the advo^ 
cate-general. Talon, made themfelves fuffici- 
ently underftood, by appealing, in 1(87, from 
(he bull againft the franchifes, as an abufe^ and 
exclaiming againft the obffinacy ofthepope, 
Who left 10 many churches without pallors. 
This was a ftep to which the king never coul4 
igree, though it might have been eaflly done, 
iiotwiUiftanding it appeared fo very difficult. 

The caufe orlnnocent XI. became now the 
caufe of the holy fee. The four propofitiohi 
of the clergy of France 'attacked the phantoni 
of infaUibility^ (which though not believed lA 
at Rome, yet was there fupported) and the real 
power annexed to that phantom, Alexander 
yni. and* Innocent Xlt. followed the ftepd 
of the obdurate Odefcalcbi, not indeed with 
Rich violence. They confirmed the judgment 
pronounced againft the aflembly of the clergy : 
they refuied bulls to the bifhops ; and in nn6 
Hid too mucii^ becaufe Lewis XIV. had not 
done enough. Thebiftiaps, weary df enjoying 
no more than a regal nomination, without the 
exefcife of their epifcopal funSions, intreated 
the court of France to permit them to appeafe 
that of Rome. 

The king, , whofe refolution was worn out, 
Allowed their requeft. Each of them wrote 
feparate)y to the court of Rome, expreffing 
themfelv^s grievoufly afflided with the pro- 
ceedings of the aflembly; and each of them in 
his letter declared be did not look upon that 
matter a$ decided^ v^icb they had before ab- 
"3 "' foluteljr 
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Folutely. decided ; nor upon that to be eftablifhed 
which they had really eftabliflied. Pignatelli, 
Jlnnocent XII.) more mild than Odefcalchi, 
was fatisficd with this proceeding. The four 
propofitions were yet from time to time not 
Je's taught in France. The caufe fubfided 
when difputes were ceafed ; yet it only lay dor- 
mant without being determined, as is always 
the cafe in a (late, which has not in fuch mat- 
ters invariable and acknowledged principles. 
Thus we fometimes oppofe, fometimes give 
way to Rome, according to the charaders of 
thofc who govern, or the particular interefts of 
thofe who are at the head of the adminiftra- 
tion. 

, Lewis XIV. had no other kind of eccleiia- 
ftical quarrel with the court of Rome i nor had 
he any oppofition from the clergy in temporal 
matters. 

.. Under him the clergy became refpe£lable by 
> decency of behaviour unknown to the bar- 
barous times of the two firft races of our kings, 
to the ftill more barbarous times of feudal go- 
vernmentj abfolutely unknown during the civil 
wars, and above all during the Fronde. There 
are indeed fome few exceptions, which will be 
always the cafe according to the prevailing 
virtues or vices. It was now only that the eyes 
of the people began to be opened upon the fu- 
perftitions which always mingle with their re- 
ligion. It was no longer accounted criminal 
to affert that Lazarus and Mary Magdalen 
D^ver were in Provence, whatever might be 
the opinion of the parliament of Aix, or of the 
Carmelites. The Benedidlines could no longer 
perfuade the people that Dionyfius the Areopa- 

^ gitc 
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gite governed the church of Paris. Pretended 
faints, falfe miracles, and fuppofed relics be- 
gan to be* decried. ' That found reafoning 
which had thrown fuch lights upon philofophy, 
made its way every where but flowly, dnd 
ivith difficulty. • • • • ». 

Gafton Lewis de Noailles, brother to the 
cardinal and bifliop of Chalons, in 1702 had 
fufficient fenfible piety to caufe to be thrown 
away a relic which had been many ages care- 
fully preferved in* the church of Notre-Dame, 
worihipped under the name of Jefus Chrift*s 
navel. All Chalons murmured againfi; the 
bifhop. Prefidents, counfellors, king*s officers, 
treafurers of France, merchants, citi?iens, ca- 
nons, curates, unanimoufly and formally pro- 
tefted againft this bold action of the hiibop ; 
affirming that the garment of Chrift, preferved 
at Argenteuil, the handkerchief at Turin and 
Laon, the nail of the crofs at St. Dennis, 
and the prepuce at Rome, were identically his. 
But the bifliop's wife resolution triumphed at 
length over the credulity of the people. 

Some other fuperftitions, becaufe united with 
refbeaable cuftoms, ftill fubfifted. The pro- 
teftants have therefore exulted; but they are 
obliged to acknowledge, that there is no ca- 
tholic church in which abufe is lefs common^ 
or more defpifed than in France. 

The true philofophical fpirit, which had not 
taken root till about the middle of this centuryi 
could not extinguifb the ancient and modern 
difputes in theology, of which it did not take 
cognizance. We (hall now proceed to fpeak 
of tbofe diflfentions Which are a diigrace to hu- 
man reafon. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCVll. 
Of Calvinism.' 

IT is undoubtedly a mdancholy confideration 
thkt the church has been always torn by tn- 
teftine divifions, and that (o much blood (hould 
have been for fo many ages ihed by thofe who 
proclaimed the God of peace. This rage was 
irnlcnown to paganifixi. It covered the earth 
tirith darknefs, but fcarcely fpiit any other blood 
than that of animals ; and if human viAims 
were fometimes offered up among the Jews and 
Pagans, fuch bfFerings, horrible' as they are, 
never occalioned civil wars. The religiOA of 
the Pagans was compofed of morality and fef- 
tivals. Mofality, which is common to all men, 
' and all feafons ^ and feftivals, which are only 
wEts of rejoicing, could never difturh man-^ 
kind. 

The fpirit of dogmatifm infpired men with 
the rage of civil war. I have often enquired 
how and by what means that dogmatic fpirit, 
which divided the fchools of Pagan antiquity^ 
without occafiioning any difturbance, fnould 
among us produce ludi horrible diforders. It 
cannot be caufed folely by fanaticifm s for the 
Gymnofophifts and Bramins, the mofi fanatic 
of mankind, never hurt any but themfelvea^ 
Cannot then the origin of this new plague, 
which has ravaged the earth, be found in that 
republican fpirit which animated the primitive 
Churches ? Thofb fecret afTemblies, which fron^ 
caves and grottoes defied the authority of 
ibe Rooaan emperors, by degrees formed a (late 

within 
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Ibte within a ftate. It was a republic con- 
cealed in the bofom of the empire. Conftan- 
tine drew it from under ground, and fet it b/ 
the fide of the throne. 

The authority annexed to great fees was foon 
found to run counter to the (pirit of popularity* 
which had tiil then infpired all the chriftian 
ailembiies. It often happened that when a 
Metropolitan uttered one opinion, a fuftVagan 
bifliop, a prieft, or a deacon, maintained the di- 
reft contrary. All authority fecretJy hurts man- 
kind, inafmuch as that authority is always 
upon the encr^afe. When people can find a 
pretext that may be deemed facred, they fooa 
make a duty of oppofition. • Thus one party 
becomes perfecutors, the other rebels, while 
on both fides they pretend to maintain the caufe 
of God- We have fe^ by the difputes fup- 
ported by Arius againft a bifliop, how the rage' 

* All the mifchiefs o^ reUgtou* zeal are, we apprehend, 
deducibld from the fingle doarine of faith, implying, thae 
our eternal happtn^s Of mifery depends up'bn our believing 
or dilbelieving certain tenets, concerning which the faculty 
6f reafon cannot be exercifed. This it was which opened a 
Way to every fpecies of fanaticifm and fpiritual rapcour : 
tor thofe who adopted this tenet confidered every perfon 
who differed from them in opinion, as reprobated and ac- 
carfbd | and mutual hatred, animofity, and perfecution en* 
ftied. As the concerns of the foul were much more in- 
terefting than any thing that related to temporal eflabiilh- 
fnents, thr fpiritual guides acquired fuch influence over 
tfae minds of the Neophytes, as often fuperfeded the autho- 
rity of the civil magiftrates } a circumftance which could 
not fail to aroufe the jealoufy of the government under 
which they lived 5 and this jealoufy was attended with fe- 
YCrity, which ferved only to inflame the fpirit of enthufiafm, 
And easonder rebellion and defpair. 

Vol. IX. D of 
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of governing fouls has difturbed the .peace of 
the earth. To deliver an opinion as agreeable to 
the will of heaven, to command it to be believed 
under pain of death, temporal and eternal, was 
in fome men deemed the utmoft period of fpi- 
ritual defpotifm ; and to refift thefe two menaces 
was in others thought the laft effort of inde- 
pendence. 

In the general hiftory we have run through, 
yvc have feen a continual ftruggle between the 
fecular and ecclefieftical jurirdi<Sfcion, ever fince 
the time of Theodofius ; and fince that of Char- 
lemagne, the grand fiefs continually ftruggling 
againft their fovereigns ; bifliops often rifing 
againft kings, and popes taking part fometinies 
with bifliops, fometimes with kings. In the 
firft ages they difputed lefs in the Latin church. 
The continual invafions of barbarians fcarcely 
gave them time to think; and few of their dog- 
matical opinions were fufficiently clear to fecure 
them univerfal credit. The worihip of images 
was aim oft every where rejefled in the Weft, 
in the age of Charlemagne. A bifliop of Tu- 
rin, named Claudius, inveighed againft them 
with great acrimony, and maintained feveral 
opinions which at this time give foundation to 
tlK: proteftant credit. Thefe opinions fpread 
themfelves in the vallies of Piedmont, Dauphiny, 
Provence, and Languedoc. They fl 'Uriihed in 
the tv/elfth century ; foon afterwards produced 
the wars of the Albigenfes; and having paffed 
thence to the univerfity of Prague, excited the 
wars of the Huflites. 

The interval between the troubles which 
arofe from the afhes of John Hus and 
Jeroni of Prague, and the difturbances renewed 

.by 
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by Luther, was not more than one hundred 
years. The ancient opinions embraced by 
the Vaudois, the Albigenfes, and the Huflites, 
revived and differently explained by Luther and 
Zwinglius, were eagerly adopted in Germany, 
as they furnifhed pretence for feizing on the 
many lands poffefled by the bifliops and abbots, 
and for refifting the power of the emperor : they 
triumphed in Sweden and Denmark, countries 
wherein people were free under their kings. 

The Englifh, who inherit from nature a 
fpirit of independence, adopted, moulded them, 
and thence compofed a religion for thcmfelves. 
Thefe opinions made their way in Poland ; and 
their progrefs was confiderable only in places 
where the people were not flaves. They found 
Tittle difficulty in being received among the 
Swifs, becaufe the government was repuLlican. 
For the fame reafon they were near being 
eftabliflici at Venice; and might have perhaps 
taken a^ual root there, had not Rome been 
fo near ; and if the government had not 
dreaded a democracy, at which the people in 
every republic naturally afpire, and which was 
the chief view of moft of the reformers. The 
Hollanders fhook off the yoke of Spain * before 
they embraced this religion. Geneva becaire a 
popular ftate by receiving Calvinifni. The 
houfe of Auftria took all poffible pains to pre- 
vent thefe religions from getting footing in their 
dominions. They fcarceJy made any progrefs 

• The Dutch did not firft throw off the Spaniih yoke, and 
then embrace the proteftant religion ; they were firft con- 
verted to this do^rine, and finding themfelves opprefled in 
the point of liberty of confcience, then fliook off the yoke 
of Spain, 
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in Spain, They were extirpated with fire and 
fword in the dukedom of Savoy, which was 
their cradle. In 1655 ^^^ inhabitants of the 
vallies of Piedmont underwent the fame cruel 
trials which thofe of Merindol and Cabriere had 
underwent under Francis L in France. 

This {e€t having appeared dangerous to the 
duke of Savoy, he abfolutely exterminated it ; 
fo that there remained only fbme few, fcarcely 
known, in the moft rocky and defert places. It 
does not appear that the Lutherans and Cal« 
viniils caufied any great troubles in France, un<- 
der the dominion of Francis I. and Henry 
II. But when the government was weak and 
divided, the quarrels of religion became vio- 
lent. Conde and Coligni became Calvinifts, 
becaufe theGuifes were Catholics, overwhelmed 
the date with confufion. The levity and impe- 
tuofityofthe nation, their paffion for novelty 
andenthufiafm, changed us for upwards of forty 
years from a moft poliihed to a moft barbarous 
people. Henry IV. born of this fe£t, which he 
really loved, without being bigotted to any, 
could not, though feconded by his viflories and 
virtues, obtain the crown without abandoning 
Calvinifm. After he became a catholic, he had 
not the ingratitude to confent to the deftruiSlion 
of a people, to whom, though they were at va- 
riance with moliarchical government, he owed 
his crown; and even, had he been inclined to 
it, he could not now have difperfed this fa£lion ; 
he therefore cherifhed, proteded, and reftxain* 
cd it. 

The Huguenots of France^ did not at this 
time amount to a twelfth part of the nation* 
But among them were many powerful lords ; 

Wholf 
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whole cities were proteftants. They had made 
war upon their fovereigns, who had been obliged 
to put fome ftrong places into their hands for 
fecurity. Henry 111. had given up to them 
in Dauphine alone, fourteen ; Montauban and 
Nifmes inLanguedoc; Saumur, and above all 
Rochelle, which made a republic of itfelf, and 
had become powerful by the commerce and pro- 
tection of the Englifh. At length Henry IV. 
Teemed to a£t according to his inclination as 
well as his duty, and even politically, by grant- 
ing them in 1598, the celebrated edi6t of Nantz. 
This edia was in reality no more than a con- 
firmation of privileges which the proteftants 
had obtained fword in hand, from preceding 
kings, and which Henry the Great confirmed 
to them voluntarily from the throne. 3y this 
6di<fi of Nantz, which the name of Henry the 
Great renders more celebrated than any other, 
every lord of a fief vefted with power of capital 
jurifdiflion. Was permitted the full exercife, 
within hisowncaftle, of the pretended reformed 
religion. Every lord, not pofiefled of fuch powt-r, 
was allowed thirty perfons to be prefent at di- 
vine fervice. The full exercife of this religion 
was tolerated in every place under the imme- 
diate jurifdiction of a parliament. 

TheCalvinifts were free to print books in every 
place where their religion was permitted, without 
applying to their fuperiors. They were declared 
capable of holding all the great ofSces and dig- 
nities of ftate ; and every thing on their fide 
appeared favourable, the king having created the 
lords of Trimcuille and Roni dukes and peers 
of France. 

D 3 Aiuw 
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A ticw chamber was purpofely formed In the. 
parliament of Paris, confiding of a prefident and 
fixtcen counfellors. This court, which was 
caljed the Chamber of the Edi6i:, took cogni- 
zance of, and determined all caufes that con- 
cerned the reformed, not only in the immenfe 
diftridt of Paiis, but likewife in that of Nor- 
mandy and Brittany. Indeed there never was 
but one Calvinift admitted by right among the 
counfellors of this jurifdidlion; but as the prin- 
cipal dcfign of it was to prevent thofe vexatious 
aftions of which the party complained ; and as 
rncn always value themfelves upon difcharging 
a trufi: by which they are diftinguilhed, this 
chamber, though compofed of catholics, always 
rendered the moft impartial juftice to the Hu- 
guenots, as they themfelves acknowledged. 

They had a kind of lefler parliament at Ca- 
ftres, independent on that of Touloufe. They 
had likev/ife courts of juftice at Grenoble and 
Bourdcaux, compofed of one half Roman Ca- 
thoiic3 and the other Calvinifts. Their churches 
afiembled in fynods in the fame manner as the 
Galilean church. Thefe privileges, together 
with many others, incorporated the Calvinifts 
v/ith the reft of the nation. It was in effeft 
fufFering enemies to league together; but the 
authority, the goodnefs, and the addrefs of this 
great monarch, kept them within bounds du- 
ring his life. 

After the tragical and much lamented death 
.of Henry IV. during the weaknefs of a mino- 
rity, and under a divided court, it was hardly 
pofiible for the republican fpirit of the reformed 
rot to abufe their privileges, or for the courri 
feeble as it was, not to attempt to reftrain 

them. 
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theni. The Huguenots had already eftablifhcd 
circles in France, in imitation of thofe in Ger- 
many. The deputies of thefe circles were fre- 
quently men of a feditious turn, aod there were 
in the party itfelffeveral noblemen of unbounded 
am"bition. The duke of Bouillon, and above 
all the duke de Rohan, the chief who was 
in the greateft credit among the Huguenott-, 
fbori hurried the reftlefs fpirit of the preachers 
and the blind zeal of the people, into ^n open 
revolt. The general aflembly of the party in 
1616 had the boldnefs to prefent a remonftrance 
to the court, in which, among other infolent 
articles, they demanded a change in the king's 
council. In the fame year 16 16, they took up 
arms in feveral places, and through the audacious 
behaviour of the party, joined to the divifions 
in the court, the public h'atred againft the fa- 
vourites, and the unfettled ftate of the nation, 
every thing was for fome time in the utmoft 
diforder and confufion. Nothing prevailed but 
feditiont, intrigues, menaces, infurredtions, 
treaties made in hafte, and broken as fpecdily, 
which made the famous cardinal Bentivoglio, at 
that time nuncio in France, fay, that he had 
been witnefs of nothing but ftorms. 

In the year 1621, the calvinift churches of 
France offered Lefdigueres, that foldier of for- 
tune, who was afterwards made conftable, the 
command of their armies, with a falary.of an 
.hundred thoufand crowns a month. But Lef- 
diguieres, who was moie clear-fighted in his 
ambition than they in their factions, and who 
knew them well, as having commanded them 
before, chofe rather at that time to fight againft 
them than be at their head, and inftead of ac- 
D 4 cept- 
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ing their offers, turned catholic. The polity 
afterwards applied to the marechal diike of 
Bouillon, who returned for anfwer, that he was 
too old. 'To conclude, they conferred that 
unhappy employment on the dukeofRohant 
who jointly with hrs brother Soubife had the 
infolence to make war upon the king of France, 

The fame year the conftable de.Luines car- 
ried Lewis XIII, from province to provincei 
He reduced to obedience upwards of fifty citiesji 
almof): without refiftance, but failed befor9 
Montauban, whence the king had the mortiii* 
cation of being, obliged to decamp. RochellQ 
was lefieged in vain ; that city continued to 
defend itfelf both by its own ftrength and the 
fuccours it received from England: and the 
duke de Rohan, a traitor to his country, con-* 
eluded a peace with his fovereign, like QM 
crowned head treating with another. 

After this peace, and the death of the con^^ 
liable de Luines, there was a.neceffity of re-^ 
Jievving the wsFji and Rochelle was aggin he^ 
iv ged ; that city, which was always in leagiM^ 
againft its fovereign with the En^iihy aad the 
Calvinifts of the kingdom. A woman, (the 
mother of the duke of Rohan,) defended thia[ 
city a whole year againO: the king's army» 
againft the active diligence of cardinal Richelieu^ 
and the intrepid valour of Xewis XliL wha 
braved death more than once at this fiege« 
The city fuffercd all the extremities of famine, 
and would not have been reduced at laft, had it 
not been for the mole 6f five hundred feet I6ng» 
which cardinal Richelieu ordered to be made 
acrofs the mouth of the harbour, in imitatioit 
of that which Alexander the Great formerly 
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raifed before the city of Tyre. This ftupen- 
dous work at once fubdued the fea and the 
Rochellers.' Guiton, the mayor of Rochelle, 
who had formed the dcfign to bury himfelf 
under the ruin^of the place, had the boldnefs, 
after having furrendered at difcretion, to appear 
before cardinal Richelieu, attended by his guards, 
the mayors of the principal Huguenot cities 
being allowed this mark of honour. Guiton's 
guards however were taken from him, and the 
eity was divefted of its privileges. The duke 
of Rohan, chief of the rebellious heretics, ftiil 
continued the war againft his prince ; and find- 
ing himfelf abandoned by the Englifh, though 
proteftants, he entered into an alliance vi^ith the 
Spaniards, though catholics. But the firm be- 
haviour of cardinal Richelieu forced the Hu- 
guenots at laft, after being defeated on all fides, 
to uibmit. 

All the edicts granted them before this time, 
having been fo many treaties made with their 
kings, Richelieu refolved that the one he grant- 
ed them on this occafion ihould be called The 
Edift'of Grace. The king in it Tpeaks in the 
ftyle of a prince who pardons. The exercife of 
the new religion was forbid in Rochelle, the 
Ifle of Rhe, Oleron, Privas, and Pamiers ; 
in other refpedls the edidi of Nantz was (uffer- 
cd to remain ; which, by the Calvinifts, was 
always looked upon as their fundamental law. 

It feemed fomewhat ftrange that cardinal de 
Richelieu, who was To abfolute and daring, did 
not totally abolifh this famous cdid ; but at that 
time he had fomething elfe in view, more dif- 
ficult perhaps in the execution, but not lefs 
.conformable to the extent of bis ambition and 
D i ^ .th^ 
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tbe loftinefs of his defigns. He aimed at the 
glory of fubduing the minds of men, which he 
thought himfelf capable of efFedting by the 
greatnefs of his underftanding, his power, and 
his politics. His proie<Sl was to gain the mini- 
fters, to bring them hrft to ackitfewlege th^f tfxe 
Roman-catholic worfliip was not criminal in 
the fight of God; to lead them afterwards by 
degrees, to give up fome points of little im- 
portance, and to appear in the eyes of the court 
of Rome as if he ha^d yielded nothing at all. 
He made fure of dazzling one party of the re- 
formed, of feducing the other by prefents and 
penfions, and to appear at length to have 
united them to the church; leaving to time 
to accomplifli the refls and indulging him- 
ft'lf in the glorious profpeft of having efFeS-^ 
ed, or prepared the way for this great work, and 
pafTing for the author of it. The famous fa- 
ther Jofeph on one fide, and two minifters he 
had gained on the other, fet about this nego- 
ciation. But it appeared that the cardinal had 
made too fure; and that it is more difficult to 
aJjiift the differences of divines, than to raife 
moles in the ocean. 

Richelieu, thus difappointed, refolved en- 
tirely to c-rufh the Calvinifls ; but cares of an- 
other nature hindered him from carrying his de- 
fLn into execution. He found himfelf obliged 
to combat, at the fame time, all the grandees of 
the kingdom, the royal family, the whole houfe 
of Auftria, and frequently Lewis XIII. himfelf. 
/At length, rmidft all thefeflorms, he ended his 
days by a premature death, before he was able 
to complete his vafl defigns, leaving behind 

him 
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him a name more dazzling than dear and vene- 
rable. 

In the mean time, after the taking of Ro- 
,che]]e, and the publication of the EdiS of Grace, 
the civil wars ceafed, and their remained only 
-a trifling controverfy. Large volumes were pub- 
lifhed on both fides, which nobody reads at pre- 
fent. The clergy, and efpecially the Jefuits, 
aimed at converting the Huguenots. The Hu-- 
guenot preachers endeavoured to bring over 
Tome catholics to their opinion. The king's 
council was bufied in iffuing arrets about a bu- 
rying-ground, which the two parties were dis- 
puting in a village ; about a chapel built oa 
ibme ground formerly belonging to the church; 
about fchools, the jurifdidlion of caftles, inter- 
ments, bells, and the like ; in which the re- 
formed feldom gained their caufe. Thefe tri- 
fling difput:S were all now left of the former 
devaftations and ravages. The Huguenots 
were without a leader, fince they had loft the 
duke of Rohan, and that Sedan had been taken 
from the houfe of Bouillon. They even made 
a merit of remaining quiet during the factions of 
the Fronde, and the civil wars excited by the 
princes of the blood, the parliaments, and the 
bifhops, when they pretended to make the king 
an offer of their fervice againft cardinal Maza- 
rine. 

There were fcarce any difputes about religion 
during the^lifeof this minifter. He made no 
fcruple to beftow the place of comptroller-gene- 
ral of the finances upon a Huguenot of foreign 
extraction, named Hervatd. The reformed were 
all of'them admitted into the ofiices of the re- 
venue w^ithout exception. 
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Colbert, who revived the induftry of the iiJK 
tion, and whom France may look upon as the 
founder of her commerce, employed a great 
number of Huguenots in arts, manufadure^, 
and the navy. Thefe ufeful engagements, which 
fully occupied them, foftened by degrees the 
epidemic fury of controverfy j and the glory 
which, for fifty years together, furrounded the 
throne of Lewis XIV. added to his power, and . 
the firmnefs. and vigour of his adminiftration* 
extin^ruifhed in the Calvinift party, as well as 
in all orders of the ftate, the leaft idea of re- 
fiftance. The magnificent feafts of a gay and 
gallant court threw an air of ridicule on the 
pedantry and referve of the Huguenots. In 
proportion as good tafte improved, the pfalms 
of Marot and Beza began to infj ire dtfguft. 
Thefe pfalms, which had charmed the court of 
Francis II. fcemed only calculated for the po* 
pulace in the reign of Lewis XIV. Sound phi- 
Jofophy, which began to make its way in the 
world towards the middle of this age, helped 
ftill more to put men out of conceit with reli- 
gious difputes. 

But while reafon was gradually extending 
her influence over men, the fpirit of controverfy 
itfelf became inftrumeiual in preferving the 
peace of the fiate : for the Janfenifts begin- 
ning about this time to appear with Tome repu- 
tation, ihey acquired a confiderable {hare in the 
efteem of ihofe who are fond of fuch fubtleties. 
They wrote at the fame time againft the JefuitS 
and Huguenots ; thefe latter anfwered the Je- 
fu its and the Janfenifts. The Lutherans in the 
province of Al face attacked all the three. A 
paper- war among fo many different f€<^, at a 
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time when the ftate was engaged in great de- 
figns, and the government \vas powerful, could 
not fail of becoming, in a few years, only an 
amtifement for the idle part of the nation, 
which, fooner or latter^ aJ ways finks into in* 
difference. 

Lewis XrV. was exafperated againft the fee- 
tartes in religion, l^ the continual remon* 
ftranccs of his clergy, by the court of Rome, 
and efpecially by the chancellor le Tellier and 
his fon Louvois, both enemies to Colbert, and 
who had refolved to root out the reformed as 
rebels, becaufe Colbert proteded them as ufe- 
fill fubjo£te. Lewis, wholly a ftraoger to the 
fundamental points of their dofbine, looked 
upon them, not without reafon, as old revol- 
ters not entirely quelled. He applied himfelf 
at firft to undermine by degrees, and on all 
fides, the febric of their religion: churches were 
taken from them on t:he moft flender pretexts, 
and forbid to marry the daughters of catholics j 
but in this they feemed to want policy, or at 
leaft to be ignorant of the power of a fex with 
which the court was otherwife fo well acquaint- 
ed. The intendants and the bifliops endea- 
voured, by the moft plaufible contrivances, to 
get Huguenot children away from their parents* 
Colbert had orders, in 1681, not to admit any 
perfon of this religion into places in the reve- 
nue. They were excluded as much as poffible 
from the corporations of arts and trades. The 
king, however, though he kept them under the 
yoke, did not always make them feel the whole 
weight of it. EdiAs appeared, forbidding all 
violence againft them ; infinuations were ming- 
led with fcvcritics, and the oppreffions they la- 
boured 
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bourcd under were at Icaft covered with* a fhew 
of juftice. 

One very efficacious inftrumentof converfion 
was particularly ufed upon this occafion, which 
was money; but they did not make a fufficient 
ufe of the expedient. PelifTon had the charge 
of this fecret fervice; the fame Peliffon wh6 
was fo long a Calvinift, and who is fo well 
known by his writings, his copious eloquence, 
and his attachment to the fuperintendant Fou- 
quet, whofe fecretary, favourite, and victim, 
he was. He had the good fortune to be. con- 
vinced of his errors, and to change his religion, 
at a time when that change opened a way to 
fortune and preferment ; he took the eccleliaf- 
tical habit, and obtained feveral benefices, and 
the place of mafter of requefts. About the 
year 1677, the king entrufted him with the 
revenues of the abbies of St. Germain des Prez, 
and Cluni, together with the revenues arifing 
from the third part of all f^vingsj the whole to 
be diftributed amongft thofe who would become 
converts. Cardinal le Camus, bifhop of Gre- 
noble, had a'lready tried this method. Peliflbn, 
charged with this negociation, fent money intQ 
the provinces, recommending at the fame time 
to thofe who had the care of diftributing the 
fums, to make as many converts as poffible 
with a little expence. Small fums diitributed 
to a few indigent wretches fwelled the lift, 
which Peliflbn prefented every three months to 
the king, perfuading him at the fame time, that 
every. thing upon earth would at length give 
way to his generofity and power. 

The council, encouraged by thefe fmall fuc- 
cefTes, which time would have rendered more 

cou- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Of C A L V I N I S M. 63 

canfiderable, adventured in 1681 to ifTue a 
declaration, permitting children to renounce 
their religion at the age of feven years : under 
the fliadow of this decree, great numbers of 
children were feized in the provinces, in order 
to make them abjure 3 and troops were quar« 
tered upon the houfes of their parents. 

This precipitate ftep of the chancellor le Tel- 
lier and his (on Louvois was the occafion, that, 
in 168 1, a great many families of Poitou, 
Saintonge, and the neighbouring provinces, 
abandoned the kingdom. 

Strangers with eagernefs took advantage of 
this circumftance ; the kings of England and 
Denmark, and the city of Amfterdam in parti- 
cular, invited the Calvinifts to take refuge in 
their territories, promifing them ample fubfif- 
tance. Amfterdam alone undertook to build a 
thoufand houfes for fuch as fhould fly thither 
for aaafylum. 

The council foon perceived the dangerous 
confequences of a too fpeedy ufe of authority, 
and thought to find a remedy in that very au- 
thority. They were fenfible how neceflary ar- 
tifans were in a country where commerce flou- 
rifhed, and feamen at a time when they were 
eftablifhing a naval force. The punifhment of 
the gallies was therefore denounced againfl all 
of thefe profefSons who Ihould attempt to quit 
the kingdom. 

It being obferved that a great number of Cal- 
vinift families fold their ellatts, a proclamation 
immediately appeared, confifcating all thofe 
eftates, in cafe the feller fliould leave the king- 
dom within a year. The perfecution againft 
the minifters was now refumed with double fc 
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verity. Their churches were fhut up upon the 
moft frivolous pretences, and atl the rents left 
by wrll'to their confiftories, lyere applied to the 
hofpitals of the kingdom. 

The mafters of Calvinift fchools were forbid 
to receive boarders. The minifters were taxed, 
and prpteftant mayors were deprived of their 
right of noblefle. The officers of the king's^ 
houfliold, and the king^s fecretaries, who were 
proteftants, had orders to refign their places. 
None of this religion were any longer admit- 
ted, either, among the notaries, attorneys, or 
advocates. 

The clergy were ftridUy enjoined to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to make prof^lytes, while 
perpetual banifhment was denounced againft 
thofe proteftant minifters who (hould make any. 
All thefe ordonnances were publicly fpllicited 
by the clergy of France, who, like children of 
a houfhold, were refolved not to fhare their in- 
heritance with aliens introduced by force. 

Peliflbn went on buying converts ; but Mac!. 
Hervard, widow of the comptroller-general of 
the finances, animated with that zeal for reli- 
gion which has been obferved in all ages to be- 
long to the women, fent as much money to pre- 
vent converfions as Peliffon had done to procure 
them. 

, rt At length the Huguenots took cou- 

^ rage, and rofe in fojne places. They 

ailembled in the Vivares and in Daupbiny, near 
tiie places where their churches had been demo- 
lifhed. They were attacked, and they defended 
themfelves. This was a fmall fpark of the fire 
of our ancient civil wars. Two or three hun- 
dred miserable wretches, without a leader, 

without 
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plan of defign, were difpcrfed in a quarter, of an 
houn Their {MiniihoMnt immediately fcdlowed 
their defeat. The intendant of Dauphiny caiifed 
the grandfon of the minifter, Chaaiier, who 
bad drawn up the edi£l of Nantz, to be broke 
upon the wheel. He is ranked among the moft 
famous martyrs of the k&i and the name of 
Chamier has been long held in veneration hf 
the proteftants. 

The intendant of Languedoc caufed ^g^ 
the minifter Chomel to be broke upon 3 

the wheel. ^Three more were condemned to 
the fame punifliment, and ten- to be hanged ; 
but they faved themfelyes by flight, and wert 
^ly executed in effigy. 

All theft rigorous proceedings iRfpired terror^ 
and at \he fame time encre^^fed the fpirie of ob* 
Itinacy. It is but too well known, that peopk 
become more attached to a rdigton ia propotw 
tionr as they fuSer for its fake. 

And nowr it was, that thok about dM- kbtg 
iofinuaied to him, that, alter hawing^ ftnt m«£ 
fionftries into all the provinces, it bdioved him 
likewife to fend d4»goons* Thefis violence^ 
fbemed very ill timed, and were the cohfe-* 
quences of the fpirit which then 'prevailed at 
^ourt, that every thing ought to fubmit to tb« 
will of Lewis XIV. Thefc counfellors nevef 
€O0fida:«d that the Huguen6ts were no longet 
the fame ae at Jaraac^ Moocontour, and Cou* 
tras; that the rage of civil war was now ex- 
tinguifhed; that this malady, of long conti* 
nuance, was now upon the decline ; that every 
thing has its limtted time of duration with man-* 
kind 3 that, if the fathers had been rebels under 
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Lewis XIII. thei^r children were become good 
fubje£b under Lewis XIV. It was feen.in Eng- 
land, Holland, and Germany, that many fe&Sy 
who had torn each other in pieces during the 
laft age, now lived peaceably together within 
the walls of the fame city. Every thing proved, 
that an abfolute prince might be equaHy well 
ferved by catholics and by proteftants. The 
Lutherans of Alface were unanswerable proofs 
of this maxim. In the end, it appeared, that 
queen Chriftina was not miftaken in what (he 
fays, in one of her letters on the fubjeft of thefe 
oppreffions and defertions : *' I look upon 
France as a patient, whofe phyficians order his 
legs and arms to be cut off, to cure him of a 
diforder which patience and mild treatment 
IJV^ould have entirely got the better of." 

Lewis XIV. who, in feizing upon Stralburg 
in 1681, engaged to protefl Lutheranifm^ might 
have aded in the fame mannerby Calvinifm,whlch 
time would have infenfibly aboliflied, as it every 
day diminilhes the number of Lutherans in Ai(ace« 
Could it be imagined, that in putting this force 
upon a great number of his fubjeds, he would 
not lofe many more, who, in fpite of all his 
edi£ls and guards, would by flight avoid a vio- 
lence which they looked upon as a horrible per- 
fecution ? and, in faft, why fhould a million 
of people be compelled to hate a name fo dear 
and precious, and to which both proteftants 
and catholics. Frenchmen and ftrangers, had 
agreed to join the epithet of Great ? Policy it- 
felf feemed to require a toleration of the Calvi- 
nifts, in order to oppofe them to the continual 
pretcnfions of the court of Rome. It was about 
this very time too, that the king bad openly 
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broke with pope Innocent XL the declared 
enemy of France. But Lewis reconciHng the 
interefts of his religion with thofe of his gran- 
deur, was reiblved to humble the pope with 
one hand, and crufh the Calvinifts with the 
other. 

He confidered thefe two enterprizes as pro- 
duftive of that luftre of p;lory, of which he was 
in all things fond even to a degree of idolatry. 
The bifhops, feveral of the intendants, and the 
whole council, made him believe that his troops 
would, by their bare appearance, fini{h what 
bis liberalities and miilions had already begun. 

He thought that in this he did no more than 
make ufe of his authority ; but thofe to whom 
that authority was committed, exerted it with 
extreme rigour. 

Towards the end of the year 1684, and in 
the beginning of 1685, when Lewis XIV. al- 
ways ftrongly armed, had nothing to fear from 
iany of his neighbours, troops were fent into all 
the cities and caftles where the proteftants were 
moft numerous; and as the dragoons, who at 
that time were very ill difciplined, committed 
the greateft exceflesf, this execution was called 
the Dragonade. 

All poiHble care was taken to guard the fron- 
tiers, in order to prevent the flight of thofe who 
were defigned to be reunited to the church. It 
was a kind of. chace carried on within a large 
enclofure. 

A bifliop, an intendant, a fubdelegate, a cu- 
rate, or fome other perfon in authority, marched 
at the head of the foldiers. The principal 
Calvinift families were aflembled, efpecially 
thofe who were deemed moft tradable. They 
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renounced their reljgion in the name of the reA^ 
and tbofe who continued obftinate were given 
up to the foldiery, who had every licence but 
that of killing , neverthekfs, many perfons 
were fo crueHy treated, thatthey died foon after. 
The pofterityof the refugees in foreign countries 
flill cry out againft this pcrfecution of their fa- 
thers,' comparing it to the moft violent the 
church ever fuftained in the firft ages of Chrifti- 
anity. 

It feemed a ftrange contraft, that fuch cruet 
and mercilefs orders fhould proceed from the 
bofom of a voluptuous court, diftinguiihed for 
foftnefs of manners, the graces, and all the 
charms of focial life. The inflexible charader 
of the marquis de Louvois appeared too plainly 
in this affair ; and we fee in it the fame genius 
which had propofed to bury Holland under the 
waves, and afterwards laid wafte the Palatinate 
ivith fire and fword. There are ftill extant, 
letters written with his own hand in the year 
1685, and conceived in thefe terras : *^ It is the 
iang's pleafure, that fucli as refufe to conform 
to his religion ihould be puniftied with the ut- 
inoft rigour^ and parricularly thofe who afieft 
the foolifh glory of being the laft to comply/' 

Paris was not expofed to thefe vexations ; 
the cries of the fufferers would have made them- 
fel^es heard too near the throne. • 

While the churches of the reformed were thite 
every where demolifhed, andabjurations were 
demanded in the provinces with an armed force, 
the ediflt of Nantz was at laft revoked, in the 
month of Odober 1685 : this completed the 
ruin of that fabric which was already under- 
mined on all fides. 

. The 
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The Chamber of the Edi^had been fupprefled 
fome time before, and the Calvinift counfellors 
in parliament were ordered to refign their 
places. Arrets of council followed one upon 
another, like thunderbolts, to extirpate the 
remains of the profcribed religion. That which 
iippeared to be the moft fatal was the order 
for feizing the children of the pretended reform* 
cd, and putting them into the hands of their 
neareft catholic relations ; an order againft 
which the voice of nature cried fo loudly, that 
it was never carried into execution. 
f But in this celebrat.ed edi£l, which ^^ 
revoked that of Nantz, they feem to ^ 

have paved the way to an event diredUy contrary 
to the end propofed. The intent was to pro*- 
cure a re-union of the Calvinifts to the national 
church throughout the kingdom. Gourville, ' 
a man of coiuummate judgment, whom Lou- 
vois confulted in this affair, advifed that mini-^ 
fter, as is well known, to imprifonall the 
preachers, and releafe fuch only, as being gain- 
^ by private penfions, would atpure in public, 
and might by this means contribute more to 
the defired union than the miflionaries and fol- 
diers. Inftead of following this politic advice^ 
an edi£t was iffued, ordering all the minifters 
who refufcd to renounce their religion to quit 
the kingdom in fiftden days. It was furely the 
utmoft blindnefs to imagine that in driving away 
the paftors, a great part of the flock woiud not 
follow. It was prefoming extmva^ntly upon 
fovftty and betraying a very flendcr knowlege 
of mankind, to fuppofe that fo many ulcerated 
hearts, fo many imaginations heated with the 
idea of martyrdom, efpecially in the Amthern 

parts 
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parts of France, would not run all rifles to go 
and publifli their conftancy, and the glory of 
their exile, in foreign countries, when fo maay^ 
nations, envious of Lewis XIV, were ready to 
receive them with open arms. 

The old chancelloi" le Tellier, when he figned 
the edift, cried out in an ecftafy of joy : Nunc 
dimittis fervum tuum, Domine, quia viderunt oculi 
meifalutare tuum. *' Lord now letteft thou thy 
fervant depart in peace, for my eyes have feen 
thy ialvation." He did not imagine that he 
was then, fetting his hand to an a£t, which 
would be produdiye of the greateft mifchief to 
his country*. 

His fon, Louvois, was no lefs deceived, 
when he thought that a bare ord^r of his would 
be fufficient to fliut the frontier-paffes and fea- 
ports, againft thofc who thought their duty ob- 
liged them to fly. Iriduftry, when employed to 
elude the law, is always too ftrong for autho- 
rity. The gaining over fome few of the guards 
was fufficient to favour the flight of a number 
of refugees. No lefs than fifty thou fand fami* 
lies quitted the kingdom in the fpace of three 
years ; and were afterwarde followed by others, 
who carried their arts, manufactories, and riches, 

* In reading the funeral-otation of this chancellor, pro- 
nounced by Bolfuet, we fee him reprefented as a good and 
a great man. If we look into the Annals of the abbe de 
St. Pierre, we ihall find bim a mean-fpirited and dange* 
rous court-fycophant, one particularly ddlful in the art of 
jcalumniat^i^g, of whom the count de Grammont £ud one 
day, on feeing him come out from a private conference 
with the king : '* Methinks I fee a fox that has juft been 
. devouring a brood of chickens, and is liking his lipi, ftained 
with their blood,*' 

into 
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into other countries with them. Almoft ali the 
north of Germany, a country till then rude and 
void of induftry, received a new face from the 
multitudes tran^lanted thither, who peopled 
whole cities. Stuffs, gold and filver lace, hats, 
dockings, formerly bought of France, were 
now manufa£tured in thofe countries by them* 
A part of- the fuburbs of London was peopled 
entirely with French manufa£turers in filk, 
o^ers carried thither the art of making chryftal 
in perfeftion, which was about this time loft 
in France. The gold which the refugees brought 
with them, is ftill very frequently to be met 
with in Germany *. 

Thus France loft about five hundred thou- 
fand inhabitants, an immenfe quantity of fpecie,' 
and what is ftill more, the arts with which her 
enemies enriched themfelves. Holland gained 
excellent officers and foldiers. The prince of 
Orange, and the duke of Savoy, had entire re- 
giments of refugees. Some went even as far as 
,the Cape of Good Hope to fettle. The nephew 
o£ the famous du Quefne, lieutenant*genersd of 
the marine, founded a fmall colony at that ex- 
tremity of the globe; but it did not profper, 
for moft part of thofe who went on board pc- 
rifhed by the way. 

; In vain the prifons and galleys were filled 
with thofe. who were ftopt-in their flight; what 
could be done with fuch a multitude of wretches 
whom fuf&rings made more bold ? how could 

• The count d'Avaux, in his letters, fays he was in-- 
formed^ that at London there were fixty thoufand guineas 
coined with the gold which the refugees bad fentover tbi« 
ther J but this account is too much CMggeratcd, 

perfona 
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perfens bred to the 'law^ and infirm old iiieit» 
be left to periiDb in the galleys ? Some hufidreds 
sv^re fent over to Amerkft: at length thecoiiii^ 
cil begaix to think, that if thfey no^ longer pro^ 
hibited leaving the kingdom, the minds of the 
people being no longer inftigat^d by the feeret 
l^eafureof difobeying, defertions Would become 
lefs frequent. But here they were ^ta m^ 
taken, and after leaving the paffi^es opeii« 
guards were a feeond time ^ planted to no-pur* 
pofe. 

After all the churches of the reformed wetie 
ilemoliihed and their paftors banifhed, nodiing 
more remained but to retain in the Roman 
communion, fuch as through fear or perfua- 
£on bad quitted their religion. There wereaboiit 
four hundred tboufand of thefe in the kii^* 
^om^. Thefe were obliged to go to maf8,and.to 
communicate ; fome who refirfed the boft/after 
having once received it» wtsre burnt alive. The 
bodies of fuch *asrefufed to receive the facra* 
noent at their d^adi were drawn upon a hurdle^ 
Hmd left unburied. «. 

Perfecution always makes profelytes, cffie- 
cially when it happens to encoimter a heat of 
enthuftafm« The Calvinifts aflembled every 
where to fing their pfalms, though the penal^ 
^f death wasdeitounited agamftall fuch as-ihould 
bold thefe afiemblies. A^ntflers lieturningiiiito 

f"'^"'"'^^'^'""^^-^^-^'^^'^^"^'- - -• •• I I . i .% _i_L ::. I Li 

• It bftt bc^ (bYeral times aflerted in print, dut ihei* 
&\\y remained three millions of the reformed, io Fran^ 
•this is an infufferable exaggeration 5 Mr. Bavifle reckoned 
hat pM hviidrsd tfaoafthd in Langiiedoc, and his account 
irexaa. There are iiot«l»ovo fifteen thoafaad in Piiis^ 
and ibn^ are Csnral cities^ aiidev«n^^nriiole proViilces, la 
which there- U aotoae, 
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Ule kirtgclom were ItkewUe to fufier de«th» and 
^'reward of fifty-five thousand livres was pn^ 
knifed to whoibev^ ihould inform againft them» 
Several returned, and were either hanged or 
ijtoke upon the wheel. 

. Thte fe<a, however, ftill fubfifted, though in 
-appearance cru(hed* It vainly hoped in the 
*war of 1689, that king WiUiam, who had der 
-throned his father-in-law, who was a Romap 
<!atholic, would fupport Calvinifm in France ; 
but in the war of 1701, fanaticiim and rebel- 
lk>n again broke out in Languedoc^ 

It wasiiow fome confiderabie time flnce, in the 
mountains of Cevennes and Vivares^ certain 
•|>erfoAs had s^ppeared, pretending ta the gifts of 
infpiration 2ivA prophecy. An old Huguenot 
named des Serres had there kept a fchool of pro- 
phets. He direiSled children to thofe words of 
feripture: •* When two or three are met toge- 
ther in my name, my fpirit fhall he in the 
midft of them ; and if you had faith like a 
gtain of hiuftard feed, you would be able to 
-remove mountains." He afterwards received 
-the fpirit, was befide himfclf, fell into con- 
-Tulfions, his voice changed, he became, immo- 
vable, wkh his hair ftanding on^nd, accord- 
ing to the ancient ufage of iall nations, and the 
Allies of prophetic madnefs, handed down from 
'generation to generation. The children und^r 
-Sis care thua i^cdved the gift of prophecy; 
••^and if they were not able to remove mountains, 
nt was becaufe they had faith enough to receive 
the fpirit, but not to work miracles; accprd- 
4ngly they redoubled their zeal and fervour 
. to obtam this laft gift« 
: .Vot. IX. E Whilft 
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^ Whilft the Cevcnnes was thus the fcho6l 
of enthufiafin, fome of the minifters called 
apoftles returned fecretly to preach among the 
people. 

Claude Brouflfon, of a confiderable family 
in Ninies, a man of eloquence, of great zeal, 
and in the higheft efteem among ftrangers, re- 
turned to preach in his own country in 1698. 
He was convifted, not only of preaching con- 
trary to the edids, but of having about ten years 
i>efore held private correfpondence with the ene- 
mies of the ftate. The intendant Bavilie con- 
demned him to be broke upon the wheel. He 
^r.^ died after the manner of the firft martyrs. 

foreigners, far from confidering him as a crirnir 
nal of ftate, faw in him only a faint, who had 
fealcd the faith with his blood. 

After this, prophets began to ftart up every 
where, and the fpirit of phrenzy redoubled. 
Unhappily in 1703, an abbe of the family of 
Chaila, an infpeSor of the miffions, obtained 
an order from the court, to ftiut up in a con- 
vent two daughters of a gentleman lately con- 
'verted. Inftead of conveying them to the cdn- 
yent, however, he carried them to his own 
caftle. The Calvinifts took the alarm, flocked 
together in crouds, broke open the doors, and 
fet the two young ladies at liberty, with: other 
perfons, they found confined there. They after- 
wards feized upon the abbe, to whom they* made 
an offer of his life, on condition he would change 
his religion j upon his refufing, one of their 
prophets cried out, " Die then ! the fpirit con- 
demns thee, thy fin be upon thine own head I" 

and 
3 
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lind infbntly be was fhot to death. Imipedi- 
ately after this exploit, they feized the rccifi vers 
of the capitation tax, and hanged them with 
their rolls about their necks ^ afterthat they fell 
upon all the priefts they met, and mafiacred 
them without mercy. Finding themfelves pur- 
fued, they retired amidft the woods and rocks. 
Their number daily incfeafed. Their prophets 
and propheteffes declared to them, as from God^ 
that the eftablifhment of Jerufalem and the fall 
of Babylon was now at hand. The abbe de 
Bourlie appeared unexpectedly among them, in 
the midft of their wild lurking places, andbrought 
them money and arms. ; 

This man was a fon of the marquis de 
Guifcard,' the king's fub-governdr, who was 
one of the wifeft men in the kingdom. The 
fon was unworthy of fuch a- father?. Hav* 
ing taken refuge in- Holland on account of 
fome crime, he ndvi^' came to c-xcite a- revolt 
in the Cevennes. 8ome trme 'after, her want 
to London, where he wafs arrefiredj in 17.11-, 
for betraying the Englifli miniftry, i as* he 
had before betrayed his own country. » Beirig 
brought before the council in order to be ex- 
amined, he fnatched up a long pen-knife, which 
lay upon the table, and which feemed proper 
for perpetrating his purpofe, and with it wound- 
ed the lord treafurer Harley. Upon this, h©' 
•was fenc to prilon loaded with irons. He pre- 
vented the puniflimsnt prepared for him by a 
yoluntary death. This was the man then, who,, 
in the names of the EnglilDh, the Dutch, and the 
duke of Savoy, came to encourage the fanatics, 
stad promffe them powerful fuccours. 

E 2 Great 
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. Great part of the country favoured 

7^3 them fecretly. Their war-cry (if I may 
fo term it) was " Liberty of coiifcience and no 
taxes." Thi^ cry fipduced the populace every 
where, w4 tbefe »ad fanatics ju&ified Lewis 
XIV. in his defign of eMirpating Calvinifin* 
Byt had not the edid of Nai^tz been revoked^ 
there would have been no fuch frenzies aiid in- 
furte^ioDS to.qitell. 

: The king, at firft, fent marihal de Mont* 
revel with feme troops^ who made war upon 
thefe wretches as they deferved. Thofe who 
were taken prifoners were broke upon th« 
wheel, or burnt at the flake. But then the 
ibldiers, who fell into their hands^ were made 
to expire by the moft cruel tortures. The king, 
who was engaged in war on all fides, could 
only fpare a few troops to fend againft them* 
It was a matter of no fmall difficulty to furprifo 
them amidft rocks almoft innacceffible, in ca-- 
verns, in woods, whither they retired by un-» 
frequented paths, and whence they fallied agiin, 
like wild beafts from.a foreft. They even defeat* 
ed a body of marine troops in a pitched battle. 
Three roarflials of France were employed 
againft them fucceffively. . 

Marflial de Mont-revel was, in 1704, fuc- 
cceded bymarfhalVUlars, who, finding it more 
diiRcult to come ,at them, than to defeat them, 
after he had infufed terror into them, he pro- 
pofed a general amnefty. Some amongft them 
gladly accepted of it, findmg. themfelves difap-- 
pointed of the fuccours they expelled from 
Savoy. 

The moft confiderable of their chiefs, and in- 
deed the only one who defcrves to be mentioned, 

vva5 
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was Cavaiien I have feea him finc^ in Holland 

and EngJftiKl. H« was a little, fair man, of an 

agreeable afid engaging coimtenance. His 

party gave him the name of David : from a 

baker's boy, he, at, the age of tW€nty-thrc«^ 

became -the chief ov^r a great multitude of 

people, through his own coamge, and the affift«- 

ance of a propheteft, who got: him acknowkged 

chief, by an exprefe order of the Holy Ghoft, 

He wa9 found at the bead of eight hundred men^ 

yhom he bad formed into a regiment, at the 

time that the amnefty was propofed. He de* 

nfumded boftages of marihal V iUars, which were 

*ient him. iSd then came to Nimes, accom-« 

paniicdby one of the chiefs, while be conciqd* 

od the treaty with the maribal. 

c He pr^mifed to form four t^egimeot^ of the. 

revoked* who were to ferve the kin§ .. 

under folir colonels, of which he was ^ ^ 

to be the firft hvmfelf, and to have the naming 

of the other tbtte* Thefe regiments wefQ to 

be allowed the free exercife .of their religion^ 

like the. foreign troops in the pay pf Finance: 

bi»i this &eedora was to be permkted np where 

ewe* 

. Thefe conditions were aecepted, when emif- 
fairies from Holland arrived, with prefeats and 
promifee, to prevent their being (Carried into 
execution* They fuece^ed fo well, as to 
draw ofF the principal fanatics frotn Cavalier : 
but he, having given his word to marflial Vil* 
lars, was refolved to. keep it. He accepted a 
coIonePs commifllon, and began to form his re* 
giment, with a hundred and thirty men, who* 
ftill continued faithful tq him. 

£3 I have 
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I have frequently heard, from marflial Vft^ 
Jars's own mouth, that he afked this young 
man how, at his years, he could have acquir- 
ed fo great authority over men fo favage and 
undifciplined. His anfwer was, that, whenever 
they difobeyed him, his prophetefs, whom 
they termed the Great Mary, became imme- 
diately iiifpired,: aind condemned to death the 
refraSory, who wete immediately executed 
without arty further ceremony *. Having my- 
felf, ftnce^that time, put the fame queftion t« 
Gavalier, beretufned me the fame anfwer. 
" This very extraordinary negociation happen** 
ed after the battle of Hochftct, Lewis XIV. who 
had A> -haughtily profcribed Calvinifm, conclud- 
ed a peace, under the name of an amnefty, with 
a baker's hid, and marfhal Villars prefentedblni. 
with his coloners commiffion, and a brevet or 
grant of one thoufand two hundred liyres ptr 

' 'The new colonei went to Verfailles, to re* 
oerve orders from the fecrctary of war* Th« 
king when he faw him fhrugged up his (boul- 
ders. Cavalier, finding him fejf clofely obferv- 
ed by the miniftry, was apprehenfive of fome 
foul play, 6ad withdrew into Piedmont, from 
whence he .afterwards pafied to Holland and 
England. He ferved in Spain, and commanded 
a 'regiment of French refugees at the famous 
battle of Atman^a. A circumftance which 

J • This circufnftance (hould be met with in the true mc- 
inoirs of marfnal VilFars. The firft volume I know fo be 
of his wVittng, bccaufc it agrees with a manufcript that I 
Kave feen ; Che, .two. other voJumes are bjr anothcf band;^ 
and differ widely in m|ny refpe^s, 
?.:... i ; . hap- 
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bftppened to this regiment (hews to what at 
pitch the rage of civil war may be carried, 
efpecially when heightened by religion. Th^ 
Regiment commanded by Cavalier happened to 
be oppofed to one of the French. As foon as 
the men knew each other, they began a bloody 
fight with their bayonets, without firing a (IngU 
iQufket. I have already obferved, that the bay* 
onet is of very little ufe ia a battle. The be* 
baviour of the front line of three deep, after 
{laying thrown in their fire, ufually decides the 
fate of the day : but here rage and fury exceed- 
ed the brighteft deeds of valour; there were 
not abave three hundred men left alive out of 
ihefe two regiments. Marihal Berwick was 
wont to relate this adventure with aftonifli* 
jjient. 

Cavalier diedageneralrofficer, ^nd governor 
of the.ifland of Jerfey, with a great reputation, 
for valour, retaining nothing of his fornier 
ti^afports but courage, and having by degrees 
fubftituted prudence in the pl^ce of a fanatic 
fixryy wJbtch was no longer fupported by any 
/example *. 

1 Marfhal VilWs, being recalled from Langue* 
doc, was fucceeded in command by marfhal 
Berwick. The ill fuccefs of the king's arms 
{lad emboldened the fanatics of Languedoc, who 
^xpeded fuccours from heaven, and received 
them from the allies. • Money was fent to them 
by the way of Geneva. They waited for offi- 

• Matters are here a little too much exaggerated. Cava- 
lier was -always reckoned an honeft man in England ; but, 
hi3 nnderflanding was ever held in contempt. He was ofiily 
lieutenant- gov^nor of.Jerfeyy a place of no great confer 
quence. . - 

E i. • * oers 
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<^ers to be fent them from Holland atid E«:g« 
land, and they had intelligence m a>l the towns 
6f the province. 

• We may rank in the ftmnter of the greatcft 
confpiracied that which they foroved to (s\tt 
flie duke of Berwick and t4ie iflttndant Baville 
at Nintes, to make Languedoc and Danphinv 
revolt, and to introduce the enemy into the(e 
provinces. Thefecret was kept by upvirardsof 
a thoufand confpiratorSt The indifcretion of a 
fingle pcrfon difcovered the whole. Upwards 
of two hundred died by the hands of the exe^ 
tutioner. Marfhal Bet wick deftroyed without 
mercy all thefc unhappy wretches that catn^ 
jh his yray. Some died with their arms in theit 
hands ; others upon thfe whetl, or «midft the 
flames; feme, more addicted to prophecy fhaft 
the uft; of arms, found meanfe to dcape inta 
Holland, The French refugees there Koeived 
ihem as ineflengers from heaveti, 7^y weiAf 
forth to meet them fingins pfatmi^ and ftrew^ 
Sng thtir way with boughs of trees. TK«fe f?o4 
)>l^ts went afterwards to Sngkmd > but finding 
that the epifcopal church there had too mucS 
refemblance with that of Rome^ they ftrove to 
fet up their own i and fo ftrong wais their con<' 
fidence, that, not doubting hot with a great 
(hare of faith they fhould be able to perform 
miracles, they offered to raife a perfoti from 
the dead, and even any one that fliould be cho* 
fen. The populace are every where the fame^ 
and the prefbyterians might have joined thofe 
fanatics again^ft the eftabliibed c^rcb. Th# 
Engliih miniftry therefore took that courfe 
•which fliouW be always taken with workers of 
tniraclcj. They were allowed tp take- up 4 
' dead'* 
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dead-body in the church-yard of the cathedral. 
The place «iras (iirrounded with guards ; every 
thing pafled in a juridical manner, and the 
fcene ended with fentencing the prophets to 
ftand on the pillory. 

- ' Thefe excefiet of fatiaticirtn could meet .#ith 
^ut little encouragement ia England, wkeit 
phil^fophy ibegan to eilabliih its reign* Tbey 
had ceafed to diftuirb Germany fince the treaty 
ef Wcftphalia, by which equal protedlon was 
given to the three religions, the catholic, thv 
evanselic) and the reformed. The repuUie of 
the United Provinces, by a politic toleration^ 
admitted into its bofi>m all religions whatever* 
In ihort, towards the end of this century, 
J^ranee was the only flate thai experienced any 
violent eeclefiaftkal difputes, notwkhftanding 
the progrefs of reafbn. 

, This xeafon, which is fo Sow in introducing 
itfelf among the learned, could, as yet hardly 
make its way to the doSors, and ftiQ iefs among 
the commoo people. It requires to be firft efta« 
^iflied among thofe of fuperior rank and capa^ 
city, from whence if defcenia lower by degrees^ 
till at length it comes to rgovern the people, 
even though tbey kre unacquainted with it i 
iur ^ing their fuperior« behave with prudence 
aAd moderation, they learn to do the fame.theiti^ 
felves^ This however is one of the gr^ worlci 
of time, and that time was not yet come*. 

• Mr. de Voltaire cannot be too much commended^ for 
rhe fpirit of independence, candour, and moderation! f^ 
imfiMy and elegantly difpkiyed in ihU ehapier,- 
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CALVINISM from its very natui*e nc^ 
ceflarily produced civil wars, and (hook the 
foundations of ftates. Janfenifm could only 
raife theological difputes and paper wars ; for 
the reformers of the (ixteenth century having 
deftroyed all the ties by which the Romim 
choTch held mankind, having treated what ihe 
Jieid moft facred as idolatry, having fet open 
(he doors of her cloifters, and given her trea* 
iunss into the hands of the laity, it neceflarily 
folloWed that one of the two parties muft be 
jtibdufldby the others .^^d indeed the religion 
of Luther and Calvin never appeared in any 
country without being the caufe of bloodihed 
and perfecution, 

, Bur the Janfenifts did not attack the church, 
nor did they ftrike at her fundamental tenets, 
or her wealth ; but by writing upon abftraded 
<}ueftions, fometimes againft the Calvinifts, 
iometimes againft the Catholics and the Popes 
decrees, they at length fell into general con- 
tempt ; ^nd their feS is now defpifed by almoft 
all Europe, notwithftanding that it has been 
fupported by feveral perfon* of diftingui&ed 
characters and abilities. 

While the Huguenot party was an obje<^ of 
^he. moft ferious attention, Janfenifm rather 
perplexed than difturbed the ftate. This 
controverfy, like many others, had its rife from 
abroad. It was begun in 1552, by a certain 
^r . < , . - dodor 
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dodor of Louvain, named Michael Bay» or 
%aius, according to the pedantry of thofe time^ 
This man took upon him to maintain certain 
propofitions concerning grace and predeftina- 
tion. This qiieftion, like almoft all others irt 
metaphyfics, had its foundation in the labyrinth 
of fatality ^nd free will, in which all ages hzvt 
been bewildered, and where man has no clu6 
"to direft his fteps. 

The fpirit of enquiry, which has been imr- 
planted in us by the Creator, and is a neceflary 
incitement to guide us to inftruSion, too often 
trarries us beyond the proper bounds, in the 
Tame manner as many other movements of the 
foul, which if not ftrong enough to carry us 
'to extravagant lengths, would perhaps want 
fufficient power to excite us properly. 

• Thus mankind have run into difputes wpnn 
what is underftopd and what is not underftood : 
but the ancient philofophers always carried on 
their controveVfies peaceably ; whereas thofe of 
bur divines are frequently bloody,- and atway* 
turbulent. 

• The Francifcans, who underftood as- little of 
thefe points as Michael Baius himfelf, looked 
upon the doftrine of free-will as overthrown, 
and the tenets of Scotus in danger. They had 
fefore been irritated againft Baius, on account 
of a diTpute of much the fame nature •, fo that 
they referred feventy-fix of his propofitions bet 
fore Pius V. And Sixtus QuintuS, then gene- 
ral of the Francifcan order, was the perfon whb 
idrew up the bull of condemnation in the yeaar 
1567. .. 

^ Whether through the fear of expofing them?^ 
felves, a diflike to enteringlntoa dirquilition on 

J 
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fuch fubtletiesy or an indifference and contempe 
for the thefes of Baius, they condemned his 
feventy-fix propoiltions in general as favouring 
of herefyj ill -founding, rafhy and fufyicious, 
without fpccifyrng any thin^ in particular, or 
entering into a detail. This method of pro- 
ceeding, borders very near upon abfolute power^ 
and leaves little room for difputation. The 
$io£tors of Louvain were greatly confounded 
when they received the bull. There was one 
particular fentencc in which by the pofition of A 
comma, certain opinions of Michael Batus were 
either condemned or admitted. The unirerfity 
ient a deputation to Rome, to know of his ho^ 
Jinefs where the comma was to be placed. The 
court of Rome, v^hich bad other buflnefs upoii 
its hands, fent the deputies back with no other ^ 
anlwer than a fre(h copy of the bull, in which 
there was no comma at all. This was iepo* 
feed in the archives. The grand vicar, whofe 
name was Morillon, mfifted that the bull ought 
to be received, •' even though it fhould be er- 
roneous." Morillon was certainly right in a 
political fenfe j for undoubtedly it is much bet- 
ter to receive an hundred erroneous bulls, than 
to reduce as many towns to alhes, as the Hu- 
guenots and their adverfaries have done. Baiua 
took Morillon's advice, and quietly retrafied 
bis opinion* 

Some years afterwards, Spain, which was as 
fruitful in fcholaftic writers as it was barren in 
philofophers, produced the Jefuit, Molina, who 
thought he had clearly difcovered the manner 
in which God a6ls upon the creature, and how 
the latter refifts his op€rati<Jris. He diftinguifhcd 
between natural and fupernatiiral orders, pre^ 

defti- 
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'deftih^tioii to gratCy and p^edeflination to glory | 
t)reventin& and co-openaiing grace. He waa 
the firft who invented the dottrine of conco- 
n^itant concurrence, of intermediate knovirledge, 
ancLcongruiifli. The two latter in particular 
were new ideas. God, by hit intermediate 
knowledge, IkilfuHy confufts the will of man 
ito know what man would do if he was afliiled 
VPith his grace, and them according to the ufe 
which he fordees a free agent would make 
thereof, he takes his meafiires for difpofing man^ 
and thefe meafurcs make what is called coa- 
gruifin. 

TheSpanifli Dominicans, who undcrftood ho 
Inore of this explanation than the Jcfuits, but 
were jealous of them, declared in their writings 
that " Molina's book was the forerunner of 
Antichrift.' . 

The court of Rome took cogrrizance of this 
^ifputc, which was then under the confideratiou 
Cff the grand inquifitor, and with great prudence 
impofed fJence upon both parties, which how- 
ever was obferved by neither." 

At length the affair came to be ferioufly plead- 
ed before Clement VIII. and to the difgrace of 
human underftanding, all Rom^ took part in 
the caufe. , A Jefuit, by name Achilles Gaillard^ 
aflUred the pope, that he had certain means to 
reftore the peace of the church j and very gravely 
propofed to allow of free predefti nation, pro- 
vided the Dominicans would admit the mediate 
fcience, and reconcile the two fyftems as well 
as they could. The Dominicans refufed to ac- 
cept of Gaillard's expedient. Their famous 
brother Lemos maintained preventive concur- 
rence 
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rence as the completion of a^ive vjrtpe, • Num* 
berlefs congregations ftarted up on this pccafioh, 
without knowing any thing of what each other ' 
'meant. , 

; Clement VIII. died before he was able tp 
reduce the arguments on each fide to a dea^ 
fenfe. Paul V . renewed the tryal : . but as he 
was engaged in a conteft of greater importance 
with the Venetian ftate, he put a ftop to all 
thofe meetings, then known by the name de 
Auxiliis. This name, by which they are ftill 
known, and which is equally obfcure with the 
difputes in queftion, was given them becaufe it 
fignifies affiftance, and that this controverfy re* 
lated to the affiftance which God gives to th^ 
weak will of mankind. Paul V. terminated 
the affair, by enjoining the two parties to live 
in peace. 

While the Jefuits were thus eftablifliing their 
"dodlrine of mediate knowledge and congruifnu 
Cornelius Janfenius, bifhop of Ypres, revived 
fome ofBaius's notions in a large volume which 
be wrote on St. Auguftin, and which was not 
printed till after his death j fo that he became 
the head of a fe<St without once dreaming of it. 
This book was fcarcely read by any one, notr 
withftanding the difturbance it has occafioned". 
But du Verger de Haurane, abbot of St. 
Cyran, a great friend to Janfenius, a man as 
violent in his temper as he was proline and ob- 
fcure in his writings, came to Paris, where he 
found means to gain over fome young dodlors 
and old women. The Jefuits applied to the 
court of Rome to have Janfenius 's book con- 
demned, as a fupplement to that of Baius 5 this 
they obtained in the year 1641. But at Paris 
' "' the 
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At fkculty of divines, and all thole who dealt 
in argumentation, were divided in their opinions. 
There did not feeqi much to be gained hy 
adopting the fentiment of Janfenius, that God 
commands impoffibilities. This dodrine is 
neither philofophical nor confolotary. But the 
ftcret pleafure of being of a party, the general 
odium which the Jefuits had incurred, the de- 
fire of being fingular, and a reftleilhefs of 
mind formed a {cA. 

The faculty condemned five propofitions of 
Janfenius, by a plurali^^ of voices : thefe five 
propofitions were extra&ed from his book with 
great fidelity, as to the fenfe, but not in his 
own words. Sixty dpdors appealed to par- 
liament for an abufe, and the parties were fum- 
moned to appear before the Chamber of 
Vacations. 

The parties themfelves however did not 
make their appearance. But on the one hand 
a do£lor named Habert, ftirred up the minds of 
the people againft Janfenius, while on the other 
fide, the famous Arnauld, the difciple of St. 
Cyran, defended Janfenifm with all the force of 
an impetuous eloquence. He hated the Jefuits 
even more than he loved efficacious grace, and 
was held in ftill greater hatred by them, as be- 
ing born of a father who having applied him- 
felf to the bar, had pleaded with great vehe- 
mence for the univerfity againft their eftablifh- 
ment. His family had acquired great credit^ 
both in the army and long robe. His genius 
and the circumftances in which he then was, 
determined him to engage in a paper war^ and 
to fet up for -the head of a party : a kind of 
ambition which makes all others give way to it. 
; ' ' He 

A 
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ffc continued to wage war againft tht Jefukd^ 
tin he was eighty years of age. TTicre are an 
hundred and fowr rotcimea of his writing, of 
whkh' hardly one is at prefent to be fetmtf 
among the claffical books whtch are the or-' 
tiamems of the age of Lewis XIV. and are' 
jnffly efteemcd the ItbrHyofaH nations. Hi» 
works were aH of them in great togue at the 
ftmeire }tved,*both on accoum of the reputation 
of the author, and .the then ¥Winiith of difpu- 
tation. But that warmth rs Mw allayed, and 
the books themMves in a manner forgotteiK 
None of thetn are now regarded^ htit thofe whkh 
fhnply relate to Teafonin^ ; his geometiy, hia 
rational gramTnar, and hts logic, in which be 
Was detply rtxi. No one was cVer bom with 
a more p^itofophical torn of mind 3 but his 
philotbphy was corrupted by a fpirit of /aftirni', 
which hurried htm away ; and Jbr above' fixty 
years involved a genius formed tdf eyili|hteil 
mankind in wretched fcbool difputation^, Bnd 
m thofe evils incidcitt to obftinacy of opinion^ 

The univerfity was divided with relation to 
the five propoirttons," as were likewife the bi* 
£hops. Eighty-eight of the French biftops 
wrote in a body to pope Innocent X, rcqiielling 
him to give his deciiion, and eleven others be-- 
fought him not to do any thing in the affair* 
Innocent proceeded to fcntence, and condemned 
each propofition apart, but without once quot* 
rng tht pages from whence they were extradedj 
or thofe which preceded or followed. 

This omil&on, which would not have been 
done in civil matters in themeaneft court of ju*- 
dicature, was done by the Sorbonne, the Jan* 
fenifts, the Jefuits, and the fuprcmc ponti#l 

The 
1 
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Tliebafis of the five ccndefrnied propofiiion^ i«' 
evidently to be found i« Jaiyfenius ; yon have- 
liothmg more ta do than to look intb Vo>. III. 
df the rariJ edition, printed in 1641, whore/ 
in page 1 38, you will find thefe v«ry words ; 
^ All' this plainly and evidently demonftnitcs,' 
that there is nothing morecertaiA and funda*. 
mental in the doctrine of St. Auguftin, than ttiat 
Ihere are certain commands impoffible, not only 
to the unbelieving, the Wind, and the harden* 
cd,1nit ewn to the faithful and righteenS) not* 
Wfthftanding their will* and efibrts^ according • 
to the ftrerrgth they are endued wfth ; and 
that they fail of grace, which can alone ren- 
der thofe commands poffibk/* We alfo read 
in page J65, ** That, according to St. Atignf- 
tine, Jefas Chrift did not die for aU men." 

Cardibal Mazarin obKged theafiembty of the 

clergy to receive the pope'& hvAl tinaninMHifly. 

lie was at that time upon geod terms with hi^ 

holinefs $ he dtd neyt love the Janfenifts^ ai^d; 

• Witb go^ tenfon haved all fiidions. 

The French church feemed now reftored t& 
peace 5 but the Jawfenifts wrote fo many let** 
ters, quoted fy often St. Auguflin,, ^nd got fe 
many female converts to engage in their inte- 
refts, that Janfenifm prevailed more than ever 
ahier the bull was received. 

A cprieft of St. Sulpice thought proper to re- 
fofe abfolulion to Mr. de Liencourt> becaufe if 
had been faid he did not believe the five propo- > 
fitions to be in Janfenius^s book, and that he 
harboured heretics in his houie. -This was a 
frefh dibjeft of fcandal, and occafioned a new 

Eipcr war, in which Dr. Arnauld diftinguitheJ 
imfelf) and, in a letter w^icfa. He wrote to a 
** real 
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real or imaginary dMkeLor peer, he matntained* 
that the propoHtions which had been condeoin- 
ed were, not in Janfenius, but were a<^ually» 
to. be found in the writings of St* Aiig4;iftin,;and 
f(?veral other fathers. He moreover added^ that 
** St. Peter was a righteous man, in whoin^ 
grace, without which we can do nothing, was, 
wanting." - 

It. is true that St. Auguftin and St* Joha< 
Chryfoftom had alTerted the fame thing ^ but 
time andcircumftances, which change all things* 
made Arnauld culpable. As the moft ferlous 
object ;to one party is the fubjeA of pleafantry 
to the other, it was faid on this occafion, thal^ 
the holy fathers fhould have their wine mixed 
with water. The faculty met, and chancellor 
Seguter appeared at the aflembly on the part of 
t)ie king. Arnauld was . condemned, and ex- 
cluded the S.orbonne in 1654. The appearancci 
of the chancellor among the divines, wore aai 
gir of defpotic power, which difpleaied the pub^ 
lie; and th^ care tak^n to fill the hall with ^ 
qrotid of mendicant monks, who were not .wont 
to be feen there in fuch numbers^ gave occafioA 
tp Pafcal to fay in his Provincial Letters, 
'f That it was eaAer to find monks than argu* 
Hients," 

The greateft part of thefe monks did not ad** 
mit of congruifm, intermediate knowlege, nor 
the neceflitating grace of Molina; but jhejf' 
maintained a fufiicient grace to which thff hu« 
|nan will may con/ent, but never dqes ;an effi-^ 
cacious grace which it may refift and does not i 
and this they explained clearly, by faying, that 
this grace might be refifted in the diyided;^ but 
not in the coD^pound, fi^nfe. _ ,, .1 
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. If thcfc fublime matters arc not Very agree- 
able to human reafon, the opinion of Arnauld 
and the Janfenifts fcems too much to agree with 
pure Calvinifm. This was exaftly the ground 
of the quarrel between the Gomerians and Ar- 
tninians, which divided Holland as Janfenifm 
Kad divided France ; but in Holland it became-. 
A political faftion, rather than a difpute be- 
tween perfons at leifure. It ftained the fcafFoId- 
with the blood of Barnevelt, a deed of atrocious 
violence, which is now held in deteftation by 
the Dutch, after having had their eyes opened, 
to the abfurdity of thefe difputes, the horror of 
perfecution, and the happy neceflity of tolera- 
tion, the refource of wife governors againft the 
fhort-lived enthufiafm of thofe who delight in 
cpntrovcrfy. In France this difpute produced 
only a fewedi^ls, bulls, lettres de cachet, and. 
pamphlets, becaufe the ftate was at that time 
employed in quarrels of more importance. 

> Arnauld then was only excluded the faculty/ 
This fmall perfecution gained him a great num«k 
ber of friends ; but both bimfelf and the Janfe- 
nifts had ftill the church and the pope againft' 
them. One of the firft fteps taken bv Alexan- 
der VIL on his fucceeditig Innocent X. in the 
papal chair, was to renew the cenfures againft 
tjie five propofitions. The French bifhops, who 
had already drawn up one formulary, now 
-framed a new one, which concluded in this 
manner; '* I condemn, both with heart and* 
voice, the dodrine of the five propofitions con-, 
tained in the book of Cornelius Janfenius, that 
dofirine not being of St. Auguftin, whom Jan- 
fenius has badly explained." 

• This' 
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This fortiMilary was afterwards to be fiib- 
firribcdj and the bifcops prefented it to all thofe 
in their diocefes who were fufpc£^ed by them. 
Tfeey required the nuns of Po; t Royal of Paris 
and Port Royal dcs Champs to fign it, Thefe 
two houfcs were the fanftuaries of Janfenifin> 
as being governed by Arnauld and St. Cyran. 

There wa» an houfe fet apart near the mo- 
liaftry of Port Royal des- Champs, whither fe- 
veral learned and pious men had retired, but 
beidftrong and linked together by conformity 
of opinion : her'e they amufed themfelves with 
inftru£ting a feleft fet of young perfons. From 
this fchool came thecelebrated Racine^ a poet beft 
acqiiainted with the human heart of any in the 
world. Paftral, tbe chief of French fatyrifts^ 
for Defpreaux was but the fecond, was inti- 
mately conne^d wkh thefe illuftrioos and dan- 
gerous red ufes. The formulary was prefented 
to the fitters of Port Royal of Paris^ and Poit 
!RoyaI des Champs, for dvem to fign ; but tfwy 
made anfwer, that their confcience wouH not 

ejrmit tliem to acknowlege, with the pope and 
(h^ps, that the five propofitions were in J&n- 
fenius's book, which they had never read 5 that 
his meaning had certainly been mittaken, and,, 
though the live propofitions might perhaps be 
erroneous,, yet that Janfenius himfelf was not to^ 
blame. 

This obftinacy of theirs inccnfed the court. 
D'Aubray, the lieuten ant-civil (for at that time 
there was no lieutenant de police) went to 
Port Royal des Champs, and obliged the religious 
reclufes to quit the place of their retirement, to- 
gether with the young people whom they edu* 

catedi 
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cat€d : at the (ame time they thiett^ned f o def** 
tf<^ the two monaftries ; but they wtfc faved by 
a miracle. 

MademoiTelle de Perrier, abourder in the 
monaftry of the Port Royal of Paris, and aiecc 
to the cekbrated Pascal, was affit<^d with a 
diforder in one of her ey^s ; at Port Royal they 
had a ceremony of kiffing one of the thorns of 
the crown which had beai put on the head of 
our Saviour. Thi& thorn had been a long, time 
preferved at Port Royal- It would not be very 
eafy to prove how it was preferved and tranl^ 

Jorted from Jerufalem. to the fuburbfi of Sti 
ames. However^ this young lady kiiTed the 
thorn, and happened to be cured of hei^ dif^ 
order a (hort time afterwards. Upon this Qcca4 
fion, they did not fail to declare and affirm^ 
that (he had been cured in ^. inftant of a dan^ 
gerous fiftula lachrymalis. This young woman 
lived tilltheyear 1728. Several peribns who had 
lived a confideriible time with, her, aiTured me^ 
that her cure had been very long, which is in** 
deed the moft probable. But it is very unlikely i 
that God^ who has not wrought any miracles 
to bring over to our holy religion three fourths 
of the earth, who are either ftrangers to it, or 
bold it in al^rrence, ihould ha^e interrupted 
the order of nature, in favour of a young girl, 
in order to juftify a dozen nuns, who pretended 
that Cornelius Janfenius did not write ten or 
twelve lines which wereafcribed to him, oc that 
he wrote them with a different intention to that 
imputed to him 

^ The miracle, however, made fo great a noife, 
that the Jefuits durft not deny th4.teality of it. 
They therefore fell upon the (cheme of working 

ipiracles 
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miracles on their fide, but they did not Ai'cceieil 
equally well: the miracles of the Janfenifts 
ivere the only ones in fafhion at that time. A 
few years afterwards thcfc latter performed an- 
other miracle. One fifter, Gertrude of Port 
Royal, was cured of a fwelling in her leg. This 
prodigy however met with no fuccefs : the 
time for thofe things was paft, and fifter Ger- 
trude had not a Pafcal for her uncle. 

The Jefuits, though they had both popes and 
kings on their fide, were entirely funk in the 
opinion of the people. They revived againft 
them the old ftories of Henry the Great, whofe 
aifaiEnation was plotted by Barriere, and exe- 
cuted by Chatel, who had been educated \n 
their fchools ; the punifhment of father Guig-' 
nard, and the banifbment of their fociety from 
France and Venice. Every method was prac- 
tifed to render them odious. Pafcal went ftill 
further, he made them ridiculous. His Provin- 
cial Letters, which made their appearance at 
that time, were models of eloquence and rail- 
lery. The beft comedies of Moliere have not 
more wit in them than the firft part of thofe 
letters, nor the writings of Bofluet more fubli- 
mity than the latter. 

It is true, that the whole of this book is 
founded upon falfe principles. He has artfully 
charged the whole fociety with the extravagant 
opinions of fome few Spanifli and Flemifti Je- 
fuits ; which he might with equal eafe have 
deteded among the cafuifts of the Dominican 
and Francifcan orders ; but the Jefuits alone 
were the perfons he ,wanted to attack. In thefe 
letters, he endeavoured to prove that they had a' 
fettled deflgn to corrupt the morals of mankind : 

a de- 
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.a defign which no feft or fociety ever had or 
ever could have. But his bufinefs wa3 not to 
be righty but to divert the public. 

The Jefuits, who at that time had not one 
good, writer amongft them, could not wipe off* 
the fcandal caft upon them by this book, which 
-was one of the beft written that had yet ap- 
peared in France. But nearly the fame thing 
happened with regard to them in their difputes, 
as did formerly to cardinal Mazarin. The Biota, 
'^arignis, and Barban^ons, had diverted all 
France at his expence, but the cardinal ftiU 
continued matter of the kingdom : in like man- 
ner, thefe fathers had fufiicient intereitto pro- 
»cure an arret of the parliament of Provence, 
ordering the Provincial Letters to be burnt, by 
which they made themfelves ftill more ridicu- 
lous and odious to the nation. 

The principal nuns were carried away from 
the abbey of Port Royal by a guard of two hun- 
dred men, and difperfed into other convents, 
none being allowed to remain but fuch as. would 
fign the formulary* This affair interetted all 
Paris. Sifter Perdreau and fifter Paffart, who 
fubfcribed this formulary,, and prevailed on fome 
others to do the fame, became the fubjefls of 
lampoons and humorous fongs, with which the 
•town wis over- run by a parcel of idle pcrfons, 
-who fee. poshing but the ridiculous fide of 
.things, iiid make themfelves merry with every 
.occurrence, while thofe of a fincere faith arc 
' 4fcflii(acd, adverfaries find fault, and thegovernr 
iihdnt take^ its own meafures. . 

Thejunfcnrifts became ftronger by, pcrfecu- 
.tii90< .Fo^ir predates, Arnauld bifliop of .Anr 
(jers, brother to the doctor, Buzenval of Beau- 

vais. 
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ifiiis, 'Paviilon of Alet, and Caulet of P3tti«r% 
^e iame who afterwards oppofed Lewis XiV* 
on the fubje£t of the Regale, declared tbemlielves 
vpenly againft tlie fornuilary. This was a new 
iormiilary^ framed by pope Alexander VII. alike 
in every thing effcntial to the former, received 
tn France by the bifliopt, and even by the par- 
liament. Alexander, iucenfed at this oppdi«- 
tton, named nine French biftops to commence 
M procefe agatnft their four refraflory brethren. 
Upon this the fpirit of antmo&ty grew more 
outrageous than ever. 

But juft at the time that the Same of difpu- 
-Cation was at the higheft, to know whether five 
propofitions were or were not in Janfenius, Roi^ 
piglioTt became pope, under the name of Cir- 
ment IX. and made every thing quiet for feme 
time. He prevailed on the difienting bifhops to 
fign the formulary ^w^^^, inftead of purely and 
ftnply. Thus it fieemed permitted to believie, 
that tho' the five propofitions were condemned, 
they might not be extra^ied from Janfenius. 
The four bifhops gave fome fmail explanations 
of their own, and Italian compiaifance thus al- 
layed French vivacity. One word fubftituted 
in place of another, brought about this peace, 
which is called The peace of Clement IX. and 
even The peace of the Chureh^ though the whole 
afFatir had been only about a difpute, either uth 
known to, or defpifed by the reft oif the world. 
It had been evident ever fince the time of Baiu^i, 
that the popes had always had in view to fup- 
prefs thefe unintelligible controverfies, and to 
bring ^e two parties to teach that morality 
which e\'ery one undefftands. ^otfain^ oouw 
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lye more reafonable than fuch an intention inr 
the pontiffs ; but they had to dea^with nien« 

The government fct at liberty* the Janfenifti 
who had been confined in the Baflile, 'and, 
^mnongft the reft, Saci, author of a verfion of 
the Teflament. Several nuns were recalled from 
their exile, who all figned the formulary y&i* 
f^rely^ and thought they triumphed by this ex- 
preffion. Arnauld now came forth from his* 
retreat, and was prefentcd to the king, kindly^ 
received by the pope's nuncio, and looked upon 
by the public as a father of the church. From 
that time he promifed to enter the Hfb only 
againft the Calviniftij for he muft ncccfFaril^ 
be engaged in fome kind of difpute. In thir 
time of tranquillity he fent into the world his 
book on the Perpetuity of Faith, in which he' 
was affifted by Nicole, and this gave birth to 
the great controverly betwixt them and Claude 
the minifter, a cbntroverfy in which each party, 
according to cuflom, claimed the yiftory. 

. The peace of Clement IX. having been given 
toreftJefs minds that were perpetually in move- 
ment, proved but of (hort duration. Secret ca- 
bals, intrigues, and infult^, continued on both 
fideSi 

The dutchefe of Longueville, fifter to the 
great Conde, fo weU known in the civil wars, 
zod to noted for her amours, now grown old, 
and without any employment, became a votary 
to religion ; and, as Ihe hated the court and 
loved intrigue, (he turned Janfenift; She added 
a wfeng to the abbey of Rort Royal des Champs^ 
whither fhe retired fometimes with the reclufes. 
They were then in their moft flouriihing ilate^ 
ArnauJd, Nicole, le Maitre, Herman, Saci, 

. Vol. IX. F and 
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and fevexal otbex perfons, who, though Itfi^f^' 
mous, had nevexthelefs confiderable merit, af- 
iembled at her houfe. In the room of that 
fprightly wit to which the dutche/i had been ac- 
cuftomed at the Hotel de Ramboujllet^ they Tub*: 
ftituted conversations of a mpre folid kind, and- 
that nervous and animated feqfe which Co re^ 
rparkably diftinguiihed their compofitio^s. and« 
difcourles. They contributed: not a little, to dif— 
fufe true tafte and eloquence thro' Fraiice-; but. 
unhappily they were ftill more anxious to fpread: 
their opinions. They feemed to be the^nTelvesi 
a proof of that dodrine of fatality^ with which: 
they were reproached. It might bo faid thafc 
they were carried away, by an irrefiftabk delerT* 
mination to draw down upon theiafeJv^s perfe-- 
cutions for mere chimerical notions,, when they, 
might have acquired the moft folid reputsition^ 
and have enjoyed their lives in a happy tran- 

3uil]ity, by only renouncing thefe frivolous* 
ifputes. 

The Jefuitical fa^lipn, whoflillfmarted from 
the fatire of the Provincial Lettess, ftirred ho^ 
ven and earth againft their adv|r<aries. Ma- 
dame de Longueville, being no Itoiger able to 
form cabals in favour of the malecontcnts, went 
to work in fupport of Janfcnifin, There were 
frequent meetings at Paris, fometimes at her 
houfe, and fometimes at Arnauld's. The king,, 
who had already refolved to extirpate Calvi- 
nifm, would not fufFer a new feft. He threafe- 
r ned themi and at laft Arnauld^ dread- 
79 ing to encounter enemies armed with, 
lovereign authority, and being deprived of the 
fupport of the dutchefs of Longuevilje, whom 
death h^d lately robbed him of, determined to . 
4 ' S**Jt 
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^uit France for ever, and go to livje in the 
Netherlands unknown, without fortune, and 
even without domedics ; he whofe nephew 
had been minifter of ftate, and who might him- 
felf have been a cardinal*: but the pleafure of 
writing with freedom outweighed every other 
caniideration with hitiv He lived till the year 
1694 in obfcure retirement from the world, 
and known only to his friends, continually em*- 
ployed in writing, always the philofopher, fu- 
peVior to ill fortune, and to his lad moments 
giving an example of a pure, refolute, and un- 
ihaken foul. 

His party was always perfecuted in the ca- 
tholic Netherlands, called the Country of Obe* 
dienca, where the pope's bulls are fovereign 
laws } they were ftill more harraffed in France, 

One thing' very extjaordinary is, that the 
queftion, " Whether the five propositions >vere 
really in Janfenius ?" was always the fole pre- , 
text for thefe little inteftine broils. The diif- 
tindtion of defaSlo and dejure now occupied the 
minds of many. At Itngth, in 1701, they pro- ^ 
pofed a theological queftion which was called 
Le cas de confcience par excellence^ '* Whether the 
facraments could be given to ^ perfon, who, 
though he fubfcribed to the form i^lary, believed 
in his heart that the pope, and even the church, 
might be miftaken in faiis ?" Forty dodiors gave 
it under their hands that abfolution might be 
given to fuch a man. 

Immediately the controverfy was renewed ; 
the pope and bifhops infifted on being: believed 
upon fadls. Noailles, archbifhop of raris, dc-^ 
creed that belief was to be given to divine faith 
di jure^ and to human faith defa^o. Others 
F a again. 
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again, amongft whom was Fcnelon, archblfhop^ 
of Cambray, who was not well pleafed with* 
Noailles, demanded divine faith for the faft. It 
would have been better perhaps to have cited 
the paflages in the book itfelf 5 but this was ne- 
ver done. 

* Pope Clement XI. publifhed a bull in 1705, . 
called Vhieam Domini^ by which he enjoined a 
belief de faSio^ without explaining whether it 
was of a divine or human faith. 

It was a new cuflom introduced into the 
church to make women fign thefe bulls. This 
refpcdi was again (hewn to the fitters of Port- 
Royal des. Champs, and cardinal de Noailles 
was obliged to caufe it to be carried to them by 
way of trial. Theyfigned it, without detracting 
any thing from the peace of Clement IX. and 
confining themfelves to a refpe£tful filence with 
icgard to the cafe defaSh^ 

it can hardly be faid which is the moft extra- 
ordinary, whether the confeffion infifted on 
from women, that five propofitions were con- 
tained in a Latin book, or the obftinate refufal 
of thefe nuns. 

The king applied to the pope for a bull for 
the fuppreffion of their monaftery. Cardinal 
de Noailles deprived them of the facraments, 
and their advocate was confined ii> the Baftile. 
All the nuns were removed into feparate con- 
vents that were more obedient. The lieute- 
nant de police in 1709 ordered their houfe to be 
razed from the foundation ; and laftly, in 171 1, 
all the bodies that were buried in the church, 
and in the church-yard, were removed from 
thence, and carried el fe where. 

The 
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The troubles, however, were not Aipprefled 
with this monaftery. The Janfenifts were ftill 
for caballing, and the Jefuits for making them- 
felves appear neceffary. Father Qucncl, a prieft 
of the oratory, a friend of the celebrated Ar- 
nauld, and who accompanied him in his retreat 
to hislaft moments, had, in 167 1, compofed a 
book of pious reflections on the text of the 
New Teftament. This book contains fomc 
maxims which feem to favour Janfenifm > but 
thefe are blended with fuch a number of pious 
fentiments, and are fo replete with that foft 
perfu^iion which wins the heart, that the work 
was received with univerfal approbation. The 
good tendency of this book manifefts itfelf in 
almoft every line, and it requires the minuteft 
fearch to difcover the faults. Several biihops 
bellowed the higheft encomiums on this book^ 
even when imperfeft, which they confirmed,, 
when the author had put the finiming hand to 
it. I myfelf know that the abbe Renaudot, one 
of the moft learned men in France, being at 
Rome the firft year of Clement XI's pontificate, 
and going one day to wait upon this pope, who 
loved men of letters, and was himfelf a man of 
learning, found him reading father Quenel's 
hook : ** This is, faid the pope, a truly excel- 
lent work ; we have no one at Rome capable of 
writing in fuch a manner. I fhould be glad to 
bring the author to my court/' This very 
pope afterwards condemned the book. 

We muft not, however, confider thefe en- 
comiums of Clement XL and his fubfequent 
cenfure as a contradiction. A perfon may be 
touched with the fhiniijg beauties of a work at 
the^lirft reading, and afterwards condemn faults 
F 3 which 
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which then efcaped his notice. Of all the 
French prelates, cardinal deNoaiUes, archbiftiop 
of Paris, gave the njoft fincere commendations 
to this book. He declared himfelf its patron when 
tifliop of Chalons, and the work was dedicated 
to him. This cardinal was a p^rfon equally 
€minent for virtue ^nd learning, of the moft 
m'\\d and amiable difpofition, and a iincerc 
friend to peace. He prptefted fome of the Jan- 
fentft party, tho* not of their perfuafion ; and, 
-without having any great affedUon for the Je-* 
fuits, he neither injured nor feared them. 

T^is order began to acquire great influence 
when father la Chaife had the government of 
tewis XIV's confciencC) and in confequence 
was the head of the Gallican church, rather 
Quenel, dreading their power, had retired to 
Bruffels with the learned Benedidine Gerberon, 
e prieft named firigode, and feveral others of 
the fame party, of which he became the chief, 
Jrfter the death of the famous Arnauld, and, 
like him, enjoyed the flattering glory of efta- 
blifhing to himfclf a fovereignty iiidependent 
of princes, of reigning over confciences, 
and of being the foul of a party compofed of 
the brighteft geniufes. The Jfefuits foon found 
out Quenel in his retirement, and accufed him 
to Philip V. who was ftill mafter of theNeth^r^ 
lands, perfecuting him as they had done his 
mafter Arnauld with Lewis XIV. They ob- 

^ tatned ^n order from the Spanilh king 
' ^ . to feize the perfon of thefe religious re- 
cJufes. Quenel was thrown into prifon in the 
archbifhopric of Mechlin. A gentleman, who 
thought the Janfenift party would make his 
fortune if be could compais the deliverance of 

their 
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their chief, broke through the walls, and helped 
■Quenel to make his efcape, who returned to 
Arofterdam, where he died in 1719, in an ex* 
treme old a|e» after having contributed to efta« 
bhA l(»nejan4enift churches in Holland: but 
chis weak JSock foon dwindled away. 

When Quenel was taken into cuftody, they 
at the fame time feized upon his papers, i'lT 
which were found evident proofs of a formed 
fwrty. There was a copy of an ancient con- 
trad fiiade by the Janfenifts with Antoniettft 
Bourignon the celebrated fanatic, a woman of 
great fortune, who, in the name of her fprritual 
idiredor, had purchafed the ifland oPNordftrand, 
near Hdftein, :asan afylum for thofe whom (he 
fmetended to afibciate into a myftical fe&}which 
fixe propofed to eftablifii. 

This Bourignon had ^rintedy at her own ex« 
fience, nineteen lai^ vblumesr of pious medita^ 
lions, and had fpent the half of her fortune in 
making profelytes. However, (he fucceeded 
only in making herfelf ridiculous ; and had 
€ftn iufiered all the perfecutions whkh are the 
confequences of innovations. At length*, de« 
fpairing of fettling in her ifland, (he fold it again 
to the Janfenifts, who, like herfelf, were in* 
capable of making any eftabliffameht there. 

Amongft the manufcripts of Qiienel, there 
was likewife found a proje3 of a more criminal 
nature, had it not been fo very fool ifh. Lewis 
XIV. having fent the count d'Avaux, in 1684, 
with fall powers to grant a truce of twenty 
years to all the powers who were willing to 
accept of it, the Janfenifts, under the title of 
. <«^ The difciplcs of St. Auguftin," had formed 
F4i ^ the 
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the idle fchenie of getting themfelves included 
jn this truce, as if they had been really a formi- 
dable party, as the Calvinifts had fo long been« 
This ridiculous project, however, was not ex<^ 
ecuiedi but the proportions of a peace between 
the king of France and the Janfenifts had been 
a£tug11y drawn up in writing. . They had cer- 
tainly a view in this fcheme to m^ke therofelves 
<oo confiderablc. This alone was fufficient to 
make them culpable ; and Lewis XIV. w3» 
eafily perfuaded to look upon theno as a dan* 
gerous feft. *. 

He wanted difcernment, or he would have 
^nown, that empty and fpeculative notions will 
fall of themfelves, if left to their own infignifir 
panpy. It was giving them a degree of confer 
quence which did not belong to them. It was 
^ BO difficult matter to make Qyenel's book 
appear cuIpaUe, after the author. bad been 
treated as a feditious perfon. The Jefuits pre* 
vailed upon the king to petition himfelf for a 
cond^mjQation of this book at Rome. This was 
in fad condemning cardinal de Noailles, who 
bad been one of it$ moft zealous patrons. They 
flattered .themfelves, and not without reafon, 
that Clement XI. would be glad of an oppor* 
tunity to mortify the archbifliop of Paris. 1% 
will be neceflary to obferve, that when Cle- 
ment Xf. was only cardinal Albani> he pub^ 
lifhed a book written entirely on Moleoift prin- 
ciples, by his friend cardinal de Sfrondati^ and 
that Noailles had cenfured. it. It was natural 
then to think, that now Albany was become 
pope, he would at lead: oppofe the encomtumi 
given to Quenel's book, as thofe bellowed, on 
iiid friend's book had beeo before cenfurcd. 

This 
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This cxpcftation proved to be well grounded. 
Pope Clement XI. in 1708, iflued a decree 
againft Quenel's book. But the fituation of 
temporal affairs at that time hindered this fpi- 
n'tual bufinefs, which had been warmly folli- 
cited, from being carried on. The court was 
piqued at Clement XI. for having acknowleged 
the archduke Charles for king of Spain, after 

' having before acknowleged Philip V. The de- 
cree was found in fome places not valid, and 
was rejefted in France, and the controyerfy lay 
dormant till the death of father de la Chaife, 
the king's confeflbr, a man of a mild difpofition, 
who was always ready to adopt pacific meafures, 
and who always kept up a good underftanding 
with cardinal de Noailles, as the relation of 

■ madam de Maintenon, 

The Jefuits had a right to appoint a con- 
feflbr for the king of France, as well as almoft 
all the other catholic princes in Europe. They 
enjoy this privilege in virtue of their inftitu- 
tion, by which they renounce all ecclefiaftical 
dignities; fo that what their founder eftablifhed 
through humility is become the means of 

.grandeur. In proportion as Lewis XIV. ad- 
vanced in years, the office of confefTor became 
more important. This place was given to fa- 
ther le Tellier, fon to an attorney of Vire in 

. Lower Normandy ; a gloomy, hot-headed, and 
inflexible man, who concealed the violence of 
his temper under the appearance of cool indif- 
ference : he did all the hurt that could ke done 
by one in his office, where there are but too 
many bpportunities of infpiring fuch fentiments 
as one pleafes, and of deftroying an adverfary; 
and he had mafny private injuries to revenge. 
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The Janfenifts bad got one of his books on the 
■ Chincfc ceremonies condemned at Rome. He 
bad likewife a perfonal diflike to cardinal de 
Noailles, and be w^ hot of a difpofition to re- 
firain his paffions^ He icon raifed difturbances 
in the whole church of France, In 171 1, he 
drew up letters and manilates to be figned hy 
. the bishops, ^nd Cent themieveral articles of 
stccufation againft cardinal deNo^Ues, to which 
they had only to fign their names. Such prac- 
tices meet with proper puniihment in iecular 
affai^rs ; but here^ though they weiv di{covered> 
they ftill fuoceeded *, 

The king's confcience fufFered as much from 
the mean arts of his confefTor as bis authority 
did from a rebellious fadion. Cardinal de 
'Noailles, in vain,, demanded juftice of bis ma^ 
ye&yy for thcfe myfteries of iniquity. The con- 
feflxK perfuaded him> that he made ufe of human 
means to bring about divine matters ; and indeed, 

• w| I '■ I I ' M ■»—— i^i I Ill .— ^^^ , . 

* It isfaid, in the Hfe of the duke ofOrl^ant, that the 
cardinal de Noailtes having accuCed father le TeULer of fel- 
ling church-Kvings, that Jefuit exprefied himfeif thus to 
the king! '' I fceely confent to be' burnt alive if this accii* 
fation can be proved, on condition that the cardinal fliall* 
fuffer the (ame pqniihment if he does not prove it.** 

This ftory is taken from fome of the pieces that were 
handed about on the affair of the conftitution, and thefe 
pieces are as full of abfurdities as the life of the duke of Or- 
leans. Moft of tbem were written by a fet of wretches^ 
merely for the fake of getting money $ thefe fort of people 
4Jo not know, that a perfcn who has his credit to nvuntaift 
with a prince whofe confeHbr he is, would hardly propofe 
to that prince to condemn his archbiihop to the* flames for 
liis vindication. 

AW the idle dories of this nature may be found colkded 
in ihe memoirs of Maintenon. We fliould he careful to 
#illin^i)iih between fadls and he^rfays*. 

aa 
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as tie defended thepope's authority, and the unh^ 
^ the cAmrcb, he feemed) in the main, to have 
yight on his fide. The cardinal applied to 
the dauphin, dudce of Burgundy, but found 
turn prepoflefled by the letters and friends of 
the archbifliop of Cambray. ffuman frailty 
finals an entrance into every bread ; Feneleti 
v^at not yet philofepfeer fufficient to forget,. 
Iftiftt cardinal- ^eNoaiiks had been inftmniental 
in getting him cenfured, and Qu£nel now dif- 
fered for madam Guton. 

The cardmifl found no greater fupport front 
the ifitereft of madam de Maintenon. TMs 
ftffaiy is alone fufficient to ihew the chara£^er 
pf that lady, who had no^ fentiments of her 
own, and plaeed her whole ftudy in conform- 
ing to thofc of the king. The few follawina; 
lines of hers to the cardinal de Noaillcs will 
«naUe us to fomi a true judgment of her, of 
father le Tellier's rntrigues, and of the king!s 
ientimesits on this - occafion } and give great 
light into the affair itfelf : *' You are fufficicntly 
atrqfjarntcd with nre (fays Ihe in her Tetter) to^ 
know what my thoughts are on the Ute difco- 
"vtry^ but I have many reafons to be cautioi^ 
how I fay any thing, it is not my bufinefs eo^ 
judge or condemn; I have only to be filent, 
and to pray for the church, for the king, and* 
for you.. I have delivered your letter to his 
majefty, who has read it.: this is all I can fay 
to you about it, being oppreflcd wirfi fornow.'* 

The cardinal archbifhop, being thus infult- 
ed by a Tefuit, took away the power of preach- 
ing and confeffing from all the Jefuits in 
France^ excepting only a few of the moft mo» 
derate and difcreet. By his place he had like*- 
E 6- wife 
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wife ibe dangerous right of hindering leTeilier 
from confe^g the king ; but he did not dare 
to irritate his fovereign to fuch a degree ; and 
therefore, left him Tefpe£lfully in the hands of 
bis enemy*. *' I am apprehenlive (faid he 
writing to madam de Maintenon) that I fhew 
too mean a fubmiffion to the king, in thus 
leaving power in the hands of one fo unworthy 
of it. I pray God that he will open his eyes to 
the danger he is in t^V^entrufting his foul to a 
man of fuch a chara£b^r t»" 

We read in feveral of the memoirs of thofe 

times, that le Tellier declared either he muft 

lofe his place, or the cardinal his. It is not 

improbable that he inight think fo, but very 

. unlikely that be (hould declare it. 

When two parties are exafperated ^againft 
each other, both frequently take fteps vvhich 
prove fatal to them. The partizans of father 



* Confute madame de Maintenon*s latttrs. It may ea« 
illy be perceived that the author of this work was well ac- 
quainted with thofe letters before they were publiflicdy and 
that he has taken nothing upon truft. 

f When we are provided with letters of fuch good an- 
thority, we may boldly venture to quote them, as being the 
'inoil valuable materials in hiftory ; but what truft can be 
put in a letter which is fuppofed to have been written by 
carc'inal de Koailles to the king, in which he is made to 
exprefs himfelf thus: ** I was the firA who laboured to 
ruin the clergy, in order to fave your fkztt and fupport 
your throne* It is not allowable for you to demand an 
, account of rny condu^.** Is it proloiable that a wife and 
.difcreet fub}c£^ ihould write fo iofultiog and caring a letter 
to his fovereign ? This is no other than a mean and falfe 
imputation I it is to be found in page 141, Vol.V. of the 
Memoirs of Maintenon, and, as it is deftitute of all autho- 
f ity and probtbility^ ought not to meet with the lead re- 
far d. 

le 
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le Tellies and thofe bifliops who afpired at a 
cardinalfhip> made ufeof the royal authority 
to blow up thofe fparks which might have 
been extin^iihed. Inftead of imitating the 
conduct of Rome, which had fereral times im- 
pofed filence on both parties; inftead of curbing 
the infblence of the Jefuit, and foothing the 
xardinal, inftead of prohibiting thefe contro» 
veri}es> in the fame manner as duds* and mak-* 
jng the clergy, as well as the nobilitv, ufefiil 
without beii^ dangerous ; in a woro, inftead 
of crufliing the two parties by the weight of the 
fupreme power, fupported by reafon and by all 
the magiftrates, Lewis XIV. thought he aded 
right in foUiciting Rome himfeif, for a declara- 
tion of war, and procuring that famous Coaftitu- 
tion, which embittered all the remainder of his 
life. 

Father le Tellier and his party ient an hun- 
dred and three propolitions to Rome, to be there 
cenfured, of which the holy office condemned one 
hundred and one. This bull, which was putv 
li£hed in the month of September 17x3, raifed 
a flame throughout the whole kingdom, as foon as 
it made its appearance in France. The king had 
applied for it, as a means to prevent a fchifm, 
and it was likely to produce one. The clamour 
agatnft it was general, becaufe, among thofe 
hundred and one proportions, there were feve- 
ral which appe^ed to every one to carry the 
moft innocent meaning, and the pureft mo- 
rality. A numerous afiembly of bilhops was 
held at Paris : forty accepted the hull for the 
fake of peace, but at the fame time, they added 
certain explanations, to quiet the fcruples of 
the people. The dm& and unreferved accep* 

tatioQ 
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Csstjon was fent to the pope^ and th^ tnod^<^a^ 
tioos "were nferv^ (or t!:w peofde^ 8j this 
fiieans, tbey tliooghtat once toiktkfy t^ pope^. 
tlie kmg, and tbe people; but. cai^dinal xie- 
.Noailles^ aod ttven other feiibops «f tiiis aifecnf* 
bly» ivfao jocned ivith hicn, rdufed both the btrll 
4i;ni MS jnodifications : t)njr> wrote to <ehe pope, 
j^ueAing to have cl»fejnodiiicatioiis from h% 
J^oUaie&iiiaiiclt Tfab whb sibnlijig him with 
the appearance of re^<£l« 

Accordingly the kkig vmM not perftiit it to 
be (kme, and hindevc^ the leeeer bring fenf, 
jemftndcd the bUhops bock to.chetr dioceffes, 
iafxl forbad the cardinal to appear at <ourt. 
.TJais perfiscutiofi pmcored. thje archbilftiop ah 
iidditiofial Aare of cnadwt-with the pYlUic. The 
jfevQn other infliops again joined hkn : there 
was now a real diviiion in the epifcopacy, among 
^1 ranks of tbe clergy, and a^ll religious orders. 
£very ooe allowed, that tbe fundamental points 
^f ncltgkm were not concerned in this difpute, 
and yet a crril diCentien was raiiied in the 
isninds of people, as if Chriftianity itfelf was 
in danger of being Aabverted, and as many 
|>olitical refources were put in action as in the 
moA profane afiairs. 

Thefe refources were chiefly employed to get 
the conftitntion received by the Sorbonne. And: 
it was regiftetcd, notwith^nding the majority 
of votes was agamft it. The miniftry 
./ ^ could faardJjf find a fulictent nunhber of 
Jettres de cacbet to confine or baniih thofe wh6 
^ppofed it* ^ 

This hull had been regiftered in parliament^. 
wiU) a proper refervaftioA of the ordinary rights 
of the erown^ ithe liberties- 'Of the GaUican 
I. \ L) church, 
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churchy and tbe power and jttrtfdi<9ion of the 
biibops s but ibc publtc clamour got the better 
of obedience. Cardinal deBiffi* oneofthemoft 
zealous defenders of the hull, acknowleged that 
it could not have been received with greater in« 
^dignity at Geneva than it was at Paris. 

The people were particularly incenfed againft 
father le Tellier. Nothixi^ is morp apt to ex* 
cite, indignation than aprieft exalted tQ power ; 
it feeofis a violation at his vows ; but if be 
abufes this power, ixe is held in execration. Le 
Tellier prefumed fo much on his influence, that 
he eveu propofed the depofing of cardi- 
nal de Noailles in a national council. '^^ 
Thus did this prieft make his prince, bis peni- 
tent, and his religion, fubfervient to his revenge^ 
and yet, with aH this, I have ftrong reafofts to 
believe that^ be was a well-meaning man : fo 
apt are men to be blinded by their zeal and pre- 
judices. 

In order to prepare this council, which was 
to depofe a man become the idol of Paris and of 
the whole kingdom, for the purity of his man- 
ners, the amiablenefs of his charsMSler, and ftiU 
more by the perfecution he fufFered ; they pre- 
vailed on Lewis XlV. to order a declaration to 
be regiftered in parliament, by which every bi- 
fhop, who had not received the bull purely and 
fmplyy ihould be obliged to fubfcribe it, or be 
profecuted as a rebel by the advocate^generaL 
Chancellor Voiiin, fecretary at war, a rigid and 
arbitrary man, was the perfon who drew up this 
edid. D'Ague({eau,*who underftood the laws 
of the re<ilm much better than Voifin, and had 
all that courage which youth naturally infpires^ 
peremptorily refufed to be conosroed in fucb aii 

aftair... 
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aflfair. De Mefme, prefident of the council, 
demonflrated to the king the confequences likely 
to enfue. Thus the a^r was protraded. The ^ 
king was at this time in a dying condition, and 
thefe unhappy diiputes greatly di(buieted him, 
and contributed not a little to haften his end. 
His mercilefs confeflbr was continually teazing 
bim, tho' in this weak condition, by repeated 
exhortations to confummate a work which 
would have been far from endearing his me- 
mory. The king's domeftics, filled with ia«> 
dignation at the confeflbr's behaviour, twice re* 
fuTed him entrance into his majefty*s chamber, 
and at laft eameftly conjured him not to fpeak 
to their royal mafter about the Conftitution. 
Soon after the king died, and then a total 
change of affairs enfued. 

The duke of Orleans, regent of the king- 
dom, having,* immediately upon his afTuming 
the reins of power, changed the whole form of 
Lewis XI V's governrpent, and having fubfti7 
tuted councils in the room of the offices of the 
fecretarics of ftate, erefted a council of con- 
fcience, of which cardinal deNoailles was made 
prefident. They banifhed father le Tellier, 
loaded with the hatred of the public, and very 
little beloved by his own fraternity. 

The bifhops who oppofed the bull appealed 
to a future council fine die. The Sorbonne, 
the clergy of the diocefe of Paris, and whole 
bodies of religious orders appealed likewife; and 
at length cardinal de No^illes made his appeal; . 
in 17 1^9 but be would not publifh it at firfl; 
however it was printed, contrary to his inclina- 
tion. The church of France remained divided 
into two fafttons^ the Acceptants and the Re- 

cufants* 
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cofants. The accq>fanta confiftcd of an hun- 
dred btfliops, who had adhered under Lewis 
XiV. to the Jeruits and Capuchins* The other 
'coniiftcd of. fifteen bifliops and the whole na- 
tion. The acceptants had the court of Rome 
for their defender ; the recufants were fupported 
by the univerfittes> the parliament, and the 
people. Volume upon volume, and letter upoh 
•letter, was printed ; and each party treated tfae 
other as fchifmatics.and heretics. 

An archbtfhop of Rheims, named MaiYli, % 
.great and Cuccefsful partiian of Rome, had fub- 
icribed his name to two papers, which the pai^ 
•liament ordered to be burnt by the hangman. 
The/archbifhop, when he heard of this, ordered 
Te Dium to be lung, .and returned God thanks 
^or having been, thus ignonrfniouily treated by 
fchifmatics. God rewarded him, and he w«s~ 
onade a cardinal. • The biihop of Soiflbns hav- 
ing been dealt with in the £im« manner byth)r 
4>arlianient, fignified to that aflembly, '^ That 
it did not belong to them to judge, even in cafes 
.of high treafon." For this he was mulled in 
the fum. of ten thoufand livres ; but the regsnt 
f remitted the fine^ left, . as be find, Soifibiii 
ihould be madea carding alfe. 
« The court of Rome broke out into loud re- 
|)roaches ; much time was fpent in negocia- 
tions, in appealing and re-appealing, and all 
this Mbout a,feW {^flages,^ now forgotten, of « 
book, written by an old prieft of fourfcore, who 
'lived on charity at Amfterdam. 
; The extjsavagant proje<3 of the fiinds contri- 
hvAti more than one would imagine to feilore 
pegce to the church. The madnefs of the na|- 
tion forftodc-jobbtngfand tfae greedineis of every 

one 
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one to ft\dp at the bait bvttg out for their stn^ 
fke, was (o greats th^t th^e whotzlbsd about 
jAoi^nikti M the bull couI<t iind no oite to 
JiDiGti tia tkem. The pdopje of Paris psid as 
Uule rt^gafd to ihefe matters as to tfae sivar ^hstt 
M^s carrying on upon the frontiers of Spain. 
The redden sand immenfe fortunes made at thict 
time s the exeeft to which luxury and. volup* 
.tuoufne&^of^very^ind'Was carried, put a ftop 
to all ecclefiafttcd^l diil^utes. Tbtis pleaitire and 
.-diffipatroit hfought about that which ati .the 
4power and politics cf Lewis XIV« could not 
jafFea. 

The duke of Orkass laid liold of this occa- 
sion to unite the church of France. In this his 
jK>licy tras intereAed ; fori2e:dr6aded toTee the 
•itime when Itooii^ Spaing and an'huiKbed hfr- 
.Jh#p6» ftmild be all united- agaidft htm. 
. And here he had to pvc;vail ^te cardinal Nf>- 
ViUee, not only to receive the CanfUtdtioh, 
which that prelate looked iipon as.fcsmdaloQ^ 
.but alfo to witbdiaw his appeal, which he goa- 
;ft(kredas lawiiiL tie was to. ditain more lof 
:him than his bcnefiiAar iLewie JCIV* ixad in 
crai^ dien^anded. The dube of Orieims with 
reafon expeded gseak (Oppofition from the |kuv 
Jiament, whom he had faanflhed to Pontoife. 
Kevertbelefs he gamod all his points; A body^ 
of do&rine was compofed, which p^tty fatisfiea 
both parties; and the canhnal 'Was prevailed 
.upon, to give his jnomife, thathcwbuld at laft 
accept it. The re^nt went hinifelf t» the 
l^rand council, with the princes of the bfeod. 
and the peers, to get an edid regiftered, eth- 
joining the acxeptance of the bull, the fupiNref-< 
fioA of all appeals, arid the reftoration of peace 

and 
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And unanimity. The parliament, which had 
been mortified by feeing edi6b carried to the 
grand council which it was their right Jto receive, 
and being lilcewife threatnpd to be removed from 
Pontoife to Blois, regiftered what had been en- 
tered by the council ; but always with the cuf- 
ternary refervations, viz. the prefervation of the 
rights and liberties of the Galilean church, and 
the lords of the realm. 

. T4ie cardinal -archbifli op, who bad givejvl)is 
word to withdraw his ;^peal whenever the 
jparliament fhould obey, now ikw himfelf ne«- 
ceffitated to keep his promife; and the inftru- 
ment of his recantation was publifiied the 20th 
of Auguft 1720. 

X)u Bois^ the new arcfabiihop of Cambray, 
Ton to an apothecary ox Brive la GaillariU^ 
afterwards cardinal and prime minifter, was thp 
peribn who had the greateft (Hare in bringing 
about this bufinefs, in which the power of Lewis 
XIV. had failed. No one is a ftranger to the 
condud, fentiments, and morals, of this minir 
fler. Tbe licentious du Bois got the bettor of 
the pious Noailles. It is Hill rremembered with 
what contempt the duke of Orleans and his 
minifter /poke of thedifputcs Which tbey.op^ 
pofed, and what ridicule they threw upon the 
controveriial war. This contempt and ridicule 
contributed not a little to bring about a peaces 
People grew at length weary of fuph contefts 
as afforded a fubje£l of laughter to the reft of the 
world. 

From this time all that was known in France 
by the name of Janfenifm, Quietifm^ bulls, and 
theological difputes, fipniibly declined 5 but 

fome 
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feme bifliops who had appealed, ftill continued 
obftinately attached to their opinions. 

Under the adminiflration of cardinal de Fleury,. 
an attempt was made to extirpate the remains 
of the party, by depofing one of the moftftubbom 
prelates. To this end, old Soanin, bifhop of 
the little town of Senes, was fixed on for an 
example; a man equally pious and inflexible, 
but of no family nor influence. 
' He was condemned by the provincial fynod 
of Ambrun, in 1728, fufpended from his epis- 
copal and clerical fundions, and banilhed by 
the court to Auvergne, when above eighty 
years old. This treatment occafioned a few 
murmurings, which proved of no confequence. 
-There is not at prcfontawy nation- which mur- 
murs more, obeys better, and jforgets fooner 
than the French. 

Some remains of fanaticifm ftill continued 
among a fmall number of th^ people of Paris. 
Certain enthufiafts imagined, that a deacon 
;Aamed Paris, brother to a counfellor of parlia- 
ment, one who had appealed and reappealed, 
who lay buried in the church-yard of St. Me- 
dard, was to perform miracles } fome of th^ 
party, who went to pray at his tomb, had their 
imaginations fo heated, that their difordered 
organs produced flight donvulfions. Upon this 
the tombi was furrounded by fwarms of people, 
who continued to flock thither both day and 
night : fome got upon the tomb, and took th^ 
motion they gave their bodies in mounting for 
miraculous convulfions. The fecret abettors of 
the party encouraged this phrenzy. They 
prayed at the tomb in the vulgar language; 

no- 



d by Google 



Of Jansenism. iif 

nothing was now talked of but the deaf hearing 
certain words> the blind partly jeftored to fightt 
and the lame walking upright ror ibme moments^ 
thefe pretended miracles were even attefted 
upon oath by a crowd of witnefles, who 
thought they had beheld .them> becaufe they 
came thither fully prepoileiTed that they (houla. 
behold them. 

The government left this epidemical madnefs 
to itfelf for a month ; but the concourfe of people 
became fo great> and the miracles fo frecfuent, 
that they were at laft obliged to (hut up the * 
church-yard, and place a guard round it ; thefe 
ththufiafts then went to work their miracles in - 
houfes. Thi^ tomb of Deacon Paris proved 
in effe£t the grave of Janfenifm, in the opinion 
of all ienflble people. Such farces might have 
hai feriousconfequences in more ignorant times; 
but thofe who encouraged them feemed to have 
miftaken the age they lived in. 

The fuperftition however was carried fo far, 
that a counfellor of parliament had the madnefs 
to prefent the king, in 1736, with a colleSion 
of thefe miracles, fupported by a conOderable 
number of atteftations. This madman, the in- 
ftrument and vldtim of others as mad as him- 
ielf, fays in the memorial prefented to the kin^, 
•* That credit ought to be given to witncfles 
'who fufFcred death in fupport of their evidence.** 
If all other books were to be loft, and this only 
was to remain, pofterity would imagine our age 
to be the aera of ignorance and barbarifm. 

Thefe extravagancies were in France the ex- 
piring fighs of a fed, which, being no longer 
fupported by an Arnauld, a Pafcal, nor a Ni- 
cole, and confined only to a few convulfiona- 

lies. 
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ries, 19 fallen into utter contempt ; and we 
fhould hear no more mention of chofc difputes 
which difgracereafon, and do injury to religion,, 
were it not for fome btify minds, who are con-, 
tinitally raking in thefe extfhguifted afhes, for. 
a remaining fpark of fire, which they .endea- 
vour to blow up into a new flame j but even 
ihould they fucceed, the difpute concerning 
Molintfm a'hd Janfenifm, will never again be. 
the objed of diflention. What has once be- 
come ridiculous, can never more be dangerous. . 
The difpute will change its nature; for man- 
kind never want a pretext to injure each other j^ 
> tho' they may be^ without a caufe. 

The Jefuits feemed involved ^in the fall of 
Janfenifm ; their arms remained ufelefs for want 
of adverfaries to employ them on ; they loft that 
credit at court which le Tellier had fo grofsly .- 
abufed ; their journal of Trevoux gained them 
neither the efteem nor friendfliip of the learned' 
world. Thebifhbpsj over whom they had for- , 
mcrJy dotnineered, confounded them with the 
other religious orders ; and thefe, who had been 
kept under by them, now humbled them in 
their turn. The parliament made them fen- 
fiblc, more than once, of the opinion they en- 
tertained of them, bv condemning (bme of their 
books, which would otherwife have been for- 
gotten. The univcrfity, which now began to 
make a (hrning figure in literature, and had 
an excellent method of educating youth, rob- 
bed them of moft of their pupils \ and they 
were obliged to wait with patience till time 
Ihould furnife them with men of genius, and a 
favourable opportunity to regain their former 
afcendancy. 

It 
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It vfouU be verj uffi&Lfor thofii who am in*' 
fatuated ^tb tbcfe kinds of difputes, to look' 
into the geocral hiftoiy of the worlds for in 
obrctfving the. multitude of diiFerent nations^ 
maimera, and religions^ they wilJ fee how very' 
iadgiMficant.a figure a. Molenift and-a Janfenift 
noakes oa the theatre of the world* They will . 
then bluib at their madn fondnefs- for a party 
which 19 loft in the common crowd, and fwal- 
lowed up in the immeufity of things.' 

CHAP. CCIX. 

Of Q,U I £ T I S M. 

• 

AMIDST the fa^ions of CalvinrfAi and' 
the diirpi,ites of Janfenifm, there happened 
yet another divifion in France about Quietifm.* 
It was an unhappy coniequence of the progreft 
of human underftanding in the age of Lewis 
XIV. that it excited efforts to go beyond the* 
limits prefcribed to our knowledge ; or rather^ 
it was a proof that this progrefs might be fttll - 
further extended. 

The controverfy about Q^iietifm is one of* 
tbofe extravagant failles of the imagination and ' 
theological fubtleties, which would never have* 
left any impieifion: on the memory of mankind, 
had it not been for the names of two illuftrioua 
rivals in difpute. A woman without any credit, 
or even reaL^ underftanding, who had only an - 
overheated imaginatijcuviet at variance two of 
the greate& men in the church. Hernamewaa- 

Bou- 
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Bouvieres de la Mottc. Her family was origi- 
nally of Montargis. She had been married to 
the fonofGuion, thecontrador for the canal 
of Briaire : being left a widow when very young, 
with a confiderable fortune, a tolerable (bare 
ofbeauty, and adifpoiition formed for diftin* 
guifliing herfelf in public, (he became pofiefTed 
with what is called Sfurituaiity. She had for 
her confeflbr a Barnabite monk, of the country 
of Geneva,, named La Combe. ' Thi$ man, 
noted for what is common enough, a medly of 
paiSons and religion, and who died mad, plun- '- 
gcd the mind of his penitent in myftical con- 
templations, to which (he was already but too 
much inclined. The defire of being a fifter 
Therefa, inJ'rance, prevented her from dif« 
cerning the great difference between the genius 
of the French and Spaniards, and carried her 
even to greater lengths than fifter Therefe. 
The ambition of having difciples, the ftrongeft 
perhaps of every olher fpecies of ambition, took' 
entire pofleflion of her heart. 

She and her confeflfor went into that fmall 
territory, where the titular bifhop :of Geneva 
holds his refidence. There {he acquired great 
authority by her extenfive charities, and held 
feveral conferences. She preached up an in- . 
tire felfr renunciation, the tranquil ftate of the 
foul, and the aninihilation of all its . faculties, 
inward worihip, and pure ^nd difinterefted love, 
fuch as is neither debated by fear, nor exalted 
by the hope of reward. 

Tender and flexible imaginations,* efpecially • 
tbofe of women, and fome young ecclefiaftics* 
who loved the word of God, as proceeding from 
the moutb of a, fine woman, rather more than 

they 
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they" believed it, were eafily led away with an 
eloquence of delivery, the only thing calculated 
to perfuade minds already favourably difpofed. 
She made profelytes ; but was foon driven away 
from thence by the biihop, with her confeflbr. 
They went next to Grenoble ; there (be pub- 
liihed a little piece ifititled, Le moyen courts The 
Short Way, and another called les Torrens^ the 
Torrents, both written in the fame ftyle flic 
pfeached \ but in a (hort time (he was like* 
wife obliged to leave Grenoble. 

Full already of the pleafmg thoughts of be- 
ing ranked among the number of confeflbrs, 
ihe had a viiion, and prophefied. This pro- 
phecy fhc fcnt to father La Combe : " All 
hell, faid (he, fhall rife up to ftqp the progrefs 
of the inward fpirit and the format^ of Chrifi: 
Jefus in fouls. And fo great fhall be the ftorm, 
that not one ftone fhall remain upon another ; 
and I forefce that throughout the whole earth, 
there fhall be troubles, wars, and great over- 
throws. The woman fhall be pregnant with 
the inward fpirit, and the dragon fhall fland up 
before her." 

The prediflion was in part verified : hell in- 
deed did not rife up againfl her ; but on her 
return to Paris with her confeflbr, where both 
endeavoured to fpread their dodlrine in 16&7, 
the archbifhop Harlai de Chanvallon, obtained 
an order from the king to confine La Combe as 
a feducer, and to fhut up in a convent madame 
Guion as a perfon difordered in her fenfes, 
and who flood in need of a cure. But before 
this blow, madame Guion had gained fuch a 
proteftioti as now proved of fervice to her. In 
the palace of St. Cyr, then only in its infancy. 

Vol. IX, G ihe 
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flie had a coufln named madanic de la Matioa- • 
Forte, a favourite with madame de Maintenon. 
She had likewife infinuated betfelf into the 

food graces of the dutchefles of ChevreuTe and 
leauvilliers. Thefc, her good friends, ex-* 
cTaimed one and all loudly aeainft archbifhpp 
Harlai, that he who was fo well known to have 
a fondnefs for the fair fex^ (bould perfecute a 
Woman only for difcourfing on the love of God. 

Madame de Maintenon, by her powerful in- . 
fluence, procured Guion her liberty, and...ept 
the archbi&op of Paris filenced. After lae 
was releafed (he went to Verfajlles, and intro- 
duced herfelf into the palace of St. Cyr, wbere^ 
after having dined with madame de Maintenoa 
and another perfon, (be affifted at the devout 
conferences held by the abbe de Fenelbn. The 
princefs of Harcpurt, and the dutchefies of 
Chevreufe, Beauvilliers, and Charot, were of this 
myftical fociety. 

The abbe Fenelon, then preceptor to thq 
children of France, was the moft engaging man 
about the court. He had naturally a tender 
heart, and a mild and lively imagination. He 
bad embellifhed his mind with aJl that was moft 
excellent in the Belles Lettres. He poflelTed a 
fine tafte, with many other amiable qual^fica- 
tions, and preferred the zffe&ing and fublime 
iff divinity, to the gloomy and abftrufe. With 
all thefe endowments he had a Certain rom^^itic 
turn, which infpired him, not with the reveries 
of madame Guion, but with a taftefbr the doc- 
rine of Spirituality, which was not very unlike 
the notions of that lady. 

His imagination was heated with jcandour 
and virtue, as others are inflamed by their paf- 

fioiii. 
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fions* His paffion was to love God purely fcr. 
kimfelf* , He faw in madame Guion a rpotlfif 
fikil, fraught with the fame inclinations as his 
own, and therefore made no difficulty to aflb- 
>eiate with her. 

' It was ftrange that fuch a man (hould be led 
tway by a weak woman, who pretended to re- 
telattons, to prophecies, and fuch idle ftufF; 
who. was ready to be choaiced with inwardf 

trace, and made her attendants unlace her that 
le might empty herfelf (according to her own 
MordRon) of a fuperabundance of grace, id 
order to communicate it to the body of the 
chofeil perfon who fate next her. But Fene- 
Ion, in his friendihip and myftical notions, wad 
m a perfon in lov^ : he excufed (he errors, and 
ittacbed htmfelf only to that conformity of opi- 
Aioa with which he had been iirft taken. 
> Madame Guion, elevated and emboldened 
by the acqutfition of fuch a difciple, whom (he 
CkWtd her Ton, and depending on madame de 
Maintenon's favour, propagated her notions in 
St, Cyr.< Godet, bifliop of Chartrcs, in whofc 
diocefe St. Cyr is, was alarmed, and made com- 
f^laims. Thearchbifliop of Paris likewife 
threatned'to renew his former profecution. ' 

Madame de Maintenon, who intended St. 
Cyr wholly for a peaceable retreat; who knew 
how much the king was an enemy to all no- 
velty, and who had no occafion to. pot her- 
lelf at the head of a feft to acquire influence, 
and had befides her own credit and repofe only 
in view, broke oiFall corrcfpondence with ma* 
dame Guion, and forbade her lo. giPif^^i' ^igain 
Mt St Cyrv ' V^ ^ 
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The abbe de Fenelon faw the ftorm gather- 
ing, and was apprehenfive of being difappointed 
of the great employments to which he afpired. 
He therefore advifed his female friend to put 
herfelf in the hands of the famous BofTuet^ bi-, 
{hop of Meaux, who was regarded as a father 
of the church. She accordingly fubmitted her* 
felf to the decifions of this prelate, received 
the facramcnt from him, and delivered up all 
her writings to his examination. 

The biihop of Meaux, with the king's pcr- 
miflion, chofe for his affiftants in this affair, the 
bifhop of Chalons, afterwards cardinal de No-^ 
allies, and the abbe Tronfon fuperior of St. 
Sulpicius. They had a private meeting at the 
village of Iffi, near Paris. Chanvallon, arch- 
bifliop of Paris, jealous that any other perfons 
fhould fet themfelves up as judges in bis diocefe^ 
immediately fixed up a public cenfure on the 
books they had under their examination. Ma- 
dame Guion retired to the city of Meaux, 
fubfcribed to all that bifhop Boffuet required 
of her, and ^romifed to dogmatife no more 
for the future. 

In. the mean time Fenelon was' promoted to 
the archbifhopric of Cambray in 1695, and 
cpnfecrated by the bifhop of Meaux. it might 
have been prefumed, that an affair now dormant, 
and that had been from the beginning only a 
fubjeft of ridicule, would never have been re- 
vived. But madame Guion, being accufed of 
continuing to preach her do£irines after fhe had 
promifed filence, was feized by order of the 
king in the fame year 1695, and confined pri- 
fbner at Vincennes, as if fhe had been a per- 
fon dangerous to the ftate. She could not 

pof- 
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'poffibly be fo ; and her pious follies did not 
merit the attention of the fovereign. During 
^her confinement at Vincennes Sic compofed 
^ large volume of myftic poetry, more wretched 
even than her profe. She wrote parodies upon 
▼crfes of operas, and would often (ing the fol- 
lowing lines : 

Vamowr pur et parfait vaplus loin qiion ne penfi : 

On nejait pas^ lorfqtCil commence^ 

Tout ce qu'il doit couter un jour. 
Mon caeur rCauroit connu Vincennes ni fouffrance^ 

S'il n*e^ connu le pur amour. 

Pure, perfe<a love Surmounts yon ftarry (kies ! 
We little know^ivhen iirft it takes its rife, 
Wh?it pangs the fubjeft heart will prove ; 

Vincennes had never (hock'd , nor tears bed imra'd 
thefe eyes, 
Had I ne'er felt this pure and perfe<£l love. 

The opinions of mankind are frequently in- 
' lluenced by time, place, and circumftances. 
While niadame Guion was confined in prifon, 
' who in one -of her phrenzies had imagined 
iierfelf married to Jefus Chrifl, and from that 
time would never invoke the faints, faying, 
that it was not for the miftrefs of the family to 
addrefs herfelf to her fervants ; at this very^ 
time, I fay, there was application made to Rome 
for the canonization of Mary d'Agreda*, who 

• This enthufiaft, who was abbefs of a convent at Agreda, 
pretended to have received divine orders to write the Kfe 
of the Virgin Mary, which wis accordingly publiflied, under 
the title of the Myftic City of God, and appears to be a 
Orange medley of madnefs and fanaticifm. 

G 3 M 



d by Google 



126 Of Q^V 1 I T IS M* 

had pretended to more vifions and revelations 
than all the reft of the myftical tribe put to- 
gether; and as an unaniwerable inftance of 
thofe contradictions with which the wwU 
abounds, at the Sorbonne they profecuted as an 
heretic this very d'Agreda, whom they wanted 
to make a faint in Spain. The univerfity of 
Salamanca condemned the Sorbonne, and was 
in return condemned by it, 

Bofiuet, who had long looked upon himfelf 
as the father and mafter of Fenelon, beheld with 
jealous eyes the rifmg' reputation and credit 
of his difciple ; and defirous of preferving that 
afcendant which he bad over all the reft of bis 
brethren, he required the new archbifliop to 
join with him in the condemnation of madame 
Guion, and to fubfcribe to his paftoral Lnftriie- 
tions. Fenelon refufed to iacrifxce to hmi 
either hb fentknents or his friend. A medium 
was propofed, and mutual promifes made. The 
. one accufcd the other of breach of ^th. The 
ardibi&op of Camhray, when he departed for 
his diocefe, caufed his book entitled) ** The 
Maxims of the Saints,'' to be printed at Pm» i 
a work in which he endeavoured to palliate the 
charge brought againft his friend, apd to reveal 
the orthodox notions of devout contemplatifts, 
who raife themfelves above tbe&nfcs, andavn 
at a ftate of perfection to which ordinary fouls 
feldprn afpire* Th^ bi(hop of Meaux and his 
adherents vehetnently oppofi^ this hook. Tbey 
complained of it to the king, as if it had been 
as dangerous as it was unintelligible. {lis 
majefty fpoke of it to Bojruet,'of whofe re* 
putation and underftanding he had a gi<eat 

opi- 
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epinion. This prelate, throwing himfelf on Kit 
knees before his prince, implored bis pardon 
for not having before informed him of the fatal 

■ herefy of the -archbifhop of Cambray. . The 
king and madame de Maintenon immediately 
confulted father de la Chaife upon the affair, 
who made anfwer, that the archbiihop's book 
was an excellent piece; that it had greatly edi* 
fied all the Jefuits ^ and that the Janfenifts only 
difapproved of it. . The bifliop of Meaux was 
not a Janfenift, but he had Audied fome of 
their beft writings* He did not like the Jefuits^ 
TOT. they him. ^ 

The court and the city were divided ; and 
the attention of every one being engrofled by 
ifafs afiair, the Janfenifts had a little refpite, 
Bofluet wrote againft Fenelon, and both fent 

' their works to pope Innocent XII* fubmitting 
themfelves to his decifion. Circumftances were 

' latheragainft Fenelon ; for not long before, the 
court of Rome had ft'rongly condemned, in the 

- per(bn of Molinos the Spaniard *, the Quietifm of 

* J __ I _ 

* Ifietiae) Mdtinos, a Spanifli priefl, and founder of th« 

§t€t of Q^tifts. He publifhed his book on fpiritual condiid 

. .atltcme, and waa mnch followed for a feriet of yean $ but 

.|)i« Imputation having at length awakened ttiejealoufy of th« 

lefuita, tiiey employed all their art and influence -for his 

^ aeftni^n. A procefs was inftituted againft him in tho 

' f^eral dongregatioH of the inquilition of Rome, held in 

' pfofenct of the pope and the cardinal tnquifiiors. Stxty« 

. ci^ of the propofttions were condemned as falfe and per- 

niciousy fcandak>usy blafphemoM, and heretical. Ha was 

compelled to abjure them publicly in the habit of a penitent^ 

and ooAdemn'ed to perpetual imprifoi«mcnt, in which he died^ 

' Jfisml chira€ker^wis that of an iaoffenftve enthuiiaft, who 

a^inad at a l^blime communication with God, by meana'oC 

. iMtoaft s d contemplitko. 

G 4 iffcich 



Digitized 



by Google 



. j;i8 - Of Q^v I £ T I s M. 

which the archbifhop of Cambray was now fLC^ 
cufed. Cardinal d'£trees,. the French ambaf- 
fador at Rome, was the perfon who had prose- 
cuted Molinos. This cardinal, whom we have 
feen in his old age more engaged in the plea- 
fures of fociety than in theology, had proceeded 
againft Molinos merely to pleafe the enemies 
of that unfortunate prieft, and had even pre- 
vailed upon the king to follicit his condena* 
nation at Rome, which he obtained but too 
cafily : fo that Lewis XIVl proved, unknown 
to himfelf, the moft formidable enemy of the 
pure love of the ipyftics. 

In matters of this delicate nature, nothing is 
. more eafy than to difcover paflages in a book 
under confiderarion refembJing thofe in oneal- 
. ready condemned. The archbifhop of Cam- 
bray had on his fide the Jefuits, and cardinal 
de Bouillon,, lately ambaffador from. France to 
Rome. ThebifhopofMeaux had his own g^eat 
I:: me and t,be priucipal prelates of France fpr 
his iid he rents. He prefented to the king the 
.fi-bicribed declarations of many of the bimopj}, 
. and a great number of dofiors, who all con- 
demned the Maxims of the Saints. 

So great was the authority of the bilhop of 
Mcaux, that father de la Chaife durft not vih- 
dicate the archbifhop of Cambray to his royal 
penitent, and madame Main tenon entirely aban- 
doned her friend, . The king wrote to pope 
Innocent XII. that having haathe archbiifaop's 
book laid before him as a dangerous work, he 
had put it into the hands of the nuncio, and 
carnefily requefted his holinefs to give judg- 
ment upon it. 

it 
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It was inflnuated, and even publicly affirmed 
at Rome, nor are there wanting thofe who ftitt 
believe the report, that the archbifhop of Cam- 
bray was thus perfecuted for no other reafon 
but his having oppofed the private marriage of 
the Icing with maddme Maintenon. The anec- 
dote-makers pretend that this lady had engaged 
father de la Chaife to prefs the king to acknow- 
ledge her for queen ; that the Jefuit had artfully 
thrown this dangerous commiflion upon the abbe 
Fenelon ; but that this preceptor of the chil- 
dren of the blood, preferred the honour of his 
country and that of his foyal pupils to his own 
intereft, and had thrown himfelfatthe feet of 
Lewis XIV. to prevent a marriage, which, 
from its unaccountable ftrangenefs, would hav« 
injured that monarch more with pofterity than 
all the tranfitory gratifications of his life could 
have recompen led . 

This tale is ftill to be found in the hiftory of 
Lewis XIV. printed at Avignon. Thofe who* 
have had accefs to that monarch, and to madame 
Maintenon, know how far this is from the 
truth. But it is true that Fenelon, having con- 
tinued his education of the duke of Burgundy 
after his promotion to the archbi(hoprtc of 
Cambray, and the king during this interval? 
having heard fomeconfufed talk about Fenelon's 
connection with madame Giiion, and madame dc 
la Maifon-Fort, was apprtfhenfxve that Fcneloa 
might infpire his pupil with maxims too rigid, 
and fuch principles of government and mora- 
lity, as would perhaps one day become an in- 
dired cenfure upon tljat air of greatnefs, that 
thirft for glQry, thofe wars undertaken on the 
G 5 moft 
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'mod frivolous occaiiony and ihs^t tafte for hia^ 
urv and pUafures, which had charaderifed km 
rcign. 

The king wal defirous of having fome CQt^ 
verfation with the new. archbiihop on )^i$ por 
iitical principles. Fenelon, full of bis ideas^ 
difcovered to the king fome part of the principlta 
which he afterwards unfolded in thofe pafl^os 
cf his Telemachus where he treats of goverAr 
ment; principles which better fuit with PIat<^'s 
ideal republic, than the true manner in whkdb 
mankind are to^ governed. The king» af^r 

. this coAverfation, faid, that he bad been dif- 

. courfing with the iineft and moft cJbiroerical 
genius in his kingdom. The duke cf fiurpuod^ 

'was made acquainted with what his majei^ haia 
faidt and repeaud it afterwards to. Mr* de 
Malefieux, his mailer for geometry. I had 

• this f^om Mr. -de Malefieux xhimfelf* asd it 
was afterwards coniirmed to me by cardinal 
Fleury. . 

It is certain, that from this converfation the 
king re/iily believed Fenelon to he a» romanttt 
in his religious as in his political notions* 

The congregation of the Holy Office: named a 
Dominican, a Jefuit, a Benedi£lin, two Corddi- 

' crs, a Peuillant, * and an Auguftin, to takecogni- 

^zance of the affair. Thefe are what they call 
at Rome the confu^tors. The cardinals and 
prelates generally leave to tbefe monka the 
ftudy i»f theology, to be more at leifture to fot* 
low politics, intrigues^ or the pleafures of an 

. indolent life. 

•^ - t ' > m i l l I . I n pi^^nww^ 

* A fet of beasUig friars qi Uia order of Sti Bernard. 

Tim 
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The confultors, jn thirty-feven fittings, ex- 
atoiiied as many propofidods, and declared them 
.'ttroneous by a majority of voices ; and thepope, 
. at the head of a congregation of cardinals, con- 
demned them by a brief publUhcd and Axed up 
at Rome the thirteenth day of March 1699. 

The bidiop of Meaox triumphed ; buc the 

' acehbtihop of Cambray gained a more glorious 

vi£fconr in his defeat* \ He ft^mttted without 

' rtifoiaiott or f eferve. Ht even mounted the 

'adpit bimielf at Cambntyj'^ condemn his own 

' hooky and forbade bis frienot to defend it. This 

#igubur inftance of condefcwGon in a man of 

kis learnings who might have^aifed a confide- 

' r^le party to himfidf, even from his perfecu- 

VMii, added to his known candour and ingenu-* 

ity, gained him the good will of every one, and 

^inade his antagonift atmoft hated for his vidory. 

* He ever afterwards continued to reiide in his 
. diocefe, like the good archbifhop and the maa 
-cif letter^. That fweetneis of manners which 

Ihewed itfelf in his converfation as well as in hi» 

• writings, made all who had the happinefs of 
being acquainted with him, his affedionate 
friends. The perfecation he underwent^ and 

- ilia Telemachus, gained him the veneration of 
all Europe. Tlse £ng)i(h in particular, though> 
they carried the war into his diocefe, were the 
mofte^r to ihew him refpefb: The duke 
«^ Marlborough took particular care that his 
lands fliould be fpared. He was always held 
dear by the duke of Burgundy, who was his 
fRjpil ; and had that prince lived,; he would have 
kad a fliare in the adminiftrationr 
. In bia. pkiloibpfaical and honourable retreat, 
we may fee with what difficulty a man can dif- 
, G4> en- 
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engage himfelf from court. He' alwayii fpoke 
on this head in fuch a feeling nmnnef a» broke 
through all his appearance of refignationr Se- 
veral pieces upon philofophy^ divinity, dnd po- 
lite literature, were the fruits of the leifure 
hours of his retirement. The duke of Orleans, 
afterwards regent of the kingdom, confulted 
. him on certain dtfi^cult points which concern 
all mankind, and yet are feldom thou^t of 
by them. He afked him whether the exiftence 
of a Deity could be demonftrated ? whether this 
Deity required worfhipof us ? what worihip he 
moft approved ? * and whether amiftaken choice 
was ofFenfiv^ to him ? He ftarted many quef- 
tions of a like nature, as a philofqpher who 
fought inftruSion ; and the arcbbifhopanfwered 
him like an able philofopher and divine.' 

After having been worfted in fcfaolaftic dif- 
putes, it would have been more agreeable to his 
charafler, had he not intermeddled in the con- 
troverfy of Janfenifm; neverthelefs, he en- 
gaged in it. Cardinal Noailles had formerly 
joined with the ftrongeft fide againft him. The 
archbifhop of Cambray did the fame in his 
turn. He was in hopes of being recalled to 
court and confulted ; fo hard is it for the mind 
of man to difengage itfelf from public affairs, 
after having been once embarked in them. His 
defires neverthelefs were as moderate as his 
writings; and even towards the latter part of 
his life, he at laft deipifed all difputation, re- 
fembling in this one particular Huet bifhop of 
Avranches, one of the moft learned men in 
Europe, who in bis latter days acknowledged 
the vanity of almoft all Icience, and of the hu-* 
majQ underftanding itfelf* 

The 
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The archbifliop of Cambray, (who would 
believe it !)lhus turned an air of Lulli : 

Jeum^fitM tropfagi^ 
Et voulois trap /avoir ; 
Je ne veux en portage 

^e IfaMnage^ 
Et touche au derHter agty ' 
Sans rien prevoir. ♦ 

When voung, I was exceeding wiie^ 
And pil'd up knowledge in a heap : 

Now nothing I prize^ 

But trifles and toys, 
And creep to the grave without noift > 
Nor wifh to look before I leap. - 

He compofed thefe verfes in prefence of hit 
nephew the marquis of F^nelon, afterwards am- 
baffador at the Hague, from whom I had them, 
and can warrant the truth of this fa<£t. It is 
a circumftanceofvery KttJe importance in ft- 
fclf, only as it is a proof that in the grave 
tranquility of old age, we often view in a dff** 
ftrent light what appeared fo great and inte- 
refting to us at a time of life, when the adive 
mind is the fport of its own defires and de* 
Itiiions *. 

* The above verfes are to be met with in the poetical 
works of madame Onion : but the archbifliop*s nephew 
baving afliired me more than once that they were his^ un- 
c]e*8« and that he heard him repeat them the veivy day be 
made them, I thought I was in juilice bound to reftore 
.them to their real author» 

CHAP 
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J)i$1»UT£s upon the Ckremonies of the 

IT was not Atfiekat for tbe difqiifet of our 
mindSf^ thaewe diip^yDed it tbe««iof feven- 
teen huiidred. years upon the artides of our own 
religion, but we imifi: lilEMlfl introduce into 
our quarrels thofe of tbe Chinefe. Tirii dif- 
pute however was not produ£live of any great 
difturbances ; but it fei^ved more than any 
other to charaderife that bufy, contentious, ana 
jarring fpirit, which prevails in our climates. 

Matthew. Rkci tbe Jefuk» bad been one of 
the firft mif&onaries to China at the end of the 
feventcenth century. The Chinefe were theii> 
and ftill are almod the fame in philofopby and 
literature, that we were two,hundi:ed yevs 
ago. The veneration th^y have for their an- 
lient mafters make$ them afraid of paffing cer- 
tain bounds,. A progrers. in the fciences is the 
work of time and a during genius: but mo- 
rality and policy being more eafy to. compr^- 
liena than the i(;iencesyandthefebeinfl( brought 
to perfection amongft them before the other 
arts, it has happened that the Chinefe, v^ho 
have, continued abovQ, tpvathoMfandye^rs within 
the fame limits they had at firft attained^ have 
continued but mjcMKn^ proficients it> i^ lic- 
ences ; and Are ^e Sm people in tbe.worM in 
morals and policy^ a& yiftlt as the taiaSi an- 
^knu 

After 
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After Ricci, many olher J«&its fauiid the 
-may into this vaft cmpiie ', and by the help of 
the Emopean fctences, they fecretly fcattered 
fooie iiMda of Chriftiatiity amon^ the ckiUicfi 
of that people, whom they took care to ioftniA 
whenever they had an opportunity. SomeDo- 
ounicans, who were joined in this miffion, ac- 
cufed the Jefutts of permitting idolatry, wfatkl 
they preached up Chrifiianity. This was a de- 
licate point, as well as the condud to be ob- 
ferved in China. 

The laws and tranquility of this great em* 
pire are founded on the moft natural^ and at 
the fame time the moft facred of alt rights,, the 
tnfptA of children to their parents. To thi» 
leiped they join that which they owe to their 
firft mafters in morality, and efpecially to Con- 
fut-*2ee, or Confiiciusy as we call him, an ar- 
dent philoibpher, who had taught them the 
principles of virtue five hundred years befeee 
the founding of Chriflaahajk 

Every family aflembles on a particular day 
' to do honour to their anceftors ^ and the lear^ied 
- meet publicly to honour Coni-fut-zee* They 
proftrate themfelves according to their manner 
c^ faluting their fiiperiors, which was formerly 
called ador^ion throughout all Afia. They 
burn wax tapers and perfumes. The colaos,, 
to whom the Spaniards have given the name 
of mandarins, twice a year kill feveral animals,, 
near the hall where Con^fut-aee is honoured,, 
and afterwards feaft upon them. Are thefe ce^ 
remonies idolatrous, or are they merely civil 
kiftttutions? Do they hereby adcnowledge their 
yarenta md Con^fu t-see for deities ? or are they 

even 
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even invoked as our £unts ? Is this in Oi^t a 
political caftom,^ which fomeof the more fiiper- 
fUtious Chinefe abuie ? Thefe were queftions 
that could not eafily be cleared up in China 
fay ftrangerS) and which we were unable to de- 
cide in Europe. 

The Dominicans laid an account of.the cuf- 
toms of the Chinefe before the Inquifition of 
Rome in 1645, The holy office, from their 
reprefentation» forbade the ufe of thefe ceremo* 
nies til^the pope (hould give his decifion; 

The Jcfuits defended the caufc of the Chi- 
nefe and their ceremonies, which in their opi« 
• nion could not be forbidden, without for ever 
barring the entrance againft Chnftianity in an em- 
pire fo jealous of its cuftoms. They prefented 
their reafons on this head. The inquifition m 
1^56 permitted that the literati fhould continue 
to revere Con-fut-zee, and the Chinefe chil- 
dren to honour their anceftors : butpro^efted at 
the fame time againft all fuperftition, if there 
was any. 

While the affair remained thus undecided, the 
miffionaries always divided, and the caufe fol- 
Ikiting at Rome from time to time, the Je- 
fuits at Pekin infinuated themfelves fo far into 
the efteem of the emperor Camhi, by their ma- 
thematical knowledge, that this prince, re« 
nowned for his virtue and goodnefs, permitted 
them at length to exercife their office of mif- 
fionaries, and teach Cbriftiaiiity publicly. But 
here it may.be. neceflary to ob&rve, that this 
defpotic monarch, grandfon to the conqueror of 
China, was neverthelefs fubjed by cuftom,to the 
laws^of theemptce; that he could not by his 
owa authority alone permit the exercife of Cbri- 

fti- 
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ftianity, and was obliged to follicit one of tbe 
tribunals upon that head ; and that he himfe^ 
drew up two petitions in the name of the Je- 
. fuits. At laft, in 1672, Chriftianity was per- 
mitted in China^ through the indefotigablc 
pains and addrefs of the Jefuits alone. 

There is at Paris ahoufe eftablifhed for foreign 
mifiionaries. Some priefts educated here wens 
then in China. The pope,, who Tends apoftolic 
vicars into all the countries, which they call 
the regions of infidelity, made choice of a prieft 
named Maigrot, out of this houfe,. to go to pre- 
fide as. vicar in the Chinefe miffion, and gave 
lum. the bifliopric of Conon, a little Chinefe 
province in Fo-kien. This Frenchman, thus 
become a biihop in China, began with not only 
declaring the rites performed for the dead fuper- 
:ftitious and idolatrous, but alfo pronounced the 
learned men of that natioa -atheifls : ib that 
\the Jeliiits had now more to do to ftruggle 
againft their brother miffionaries,. than againft 
the mandarins and tbe people. They repre** 
Tented to the court of Rome, that it was not 
confiftent that the Chinefe fhouM be at once 
atheifts and idolaters* It was. urged againft 
-thefe learned men, that they admitted only mat^ 
tec; but then the difficulty was to account for 
their invoking the fouls of their deceafed an- 
jceftors, and Azt of Con-fut-zee. One of thefe 
charges evidently deftroyed the other, unlefs it 
wal pretended that they admitted contradidions 
in China, as is (b frequently done with us. But 
it was neceffary to be well acquaiiited with their 
.'language andmaonetsto reconcile this Teeming 
contradiction. This affair remained a. long 
time before the court of Rome ; and in the 

mean 
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nean wbtic the Jcfuits were atta^ed on al! 

Fadicr le Comtey one of tfaeir iiKift learned 
aitffianariesy bad expreffed himiclf thus in bk 
ncnioirs of China : ^ This pcoj^e have haid 
amoflgft them for two thouland ycar3 a knovBi* 
jedgc of the true God ; and facrificed to the 
.Creator of the univerfe in the moft anciene 
temple of the world; China pradifed th& 
pitreft icffiins of morality, when Europe was ia 
^knefs and corruption." 
' We have aheady feen that this nation goes 
mp^ by an audientic hiiftory^ and by a fbcceffioa 
1^ thirty- fix calculated edipfra^ even beyondtise 
jera ia which we place the4eliigt. The learned 
men of that nation have tmim had any oUitt 
•leltgioa than that which confifta m'.tbe adora*- 
tion of a fupreme being. Their woribif^ wila 
jufticfe. : Ttey xouM [not be acqiniiited^^ridl 
tfaehwsofMofcs^ nor the more poFftdlaw^ 
the Meffiab, which remained. lb long unknotm 
te die nations 4>f the Weft and Nortfa« h is 
certain tihot Gaul, Germany^ England, and all 
-idtt Norths was plumed id the iMft borhanwi 
idolatry^ when the tribunals of the wdfcempiir 
of China cidtivated meraltiy and tbe«b6nMBiee 
•f hws> at the fame time acknowledging :oM 
ibie God, whom they always worfiiippad inrriltt- 
lame fimple manaer » without the kaJi variatiook 
Thefe evident truths were more dian fufideat 
to tttftify the expreffions made ufe of by la- 
ther le Comte$ but as -there was ibmewhat 
in thefe aiTertions which fcemed toftrike ajpinft 
tbd received notions, they were attacked m die 
Sorbonae^ 
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The abbe Boikau, hiother to Dc<pmtix, tf 

grea( a critic as his hrotfaer, and .a greater. f»ie« 

my to the Jcfuits, declared (in 1700) ehis en-» 

<oiiuuin on th« Cbincfe a dired blaf|diein]fv 

This, ahbe was a .man of a. lively and {MCuliar 

genius,- who wrote the moft feripus and bold 

things in a humorous fiile. He was author 

of a book entitled Flagellantes» and fooie other 

pieces of the like kind. He faid he wrote them 

. in L^ttn, for/ear of being cenfured by the biftkop^ 

His brother faid of him, f' That if he had not 

.)M«fia.do^rQftheSorboQae,he would have bees 

^ de^or of the Italian comody." He deckimei 

.yiolcnitly againft the Jefuits and the Cfotnefc^ 

Aod began by faArli^, ^ That the enc^mam 

#n that people Md (hook his Chriftiaa bratn.f* 

The bratna of the. reft of that aflend>ly.feem^ 

^to be not amdv ids difivdered. There wene 

fooie debates on tbeitdq^- A reverend doo- 

jlor, luimfd Le 8age« w»s of opinjonthsittwdiifis 

«f their brfifthrett»of theflKiftrobuftcQnftiliitiois» 

.ihould be fern uiKin the ijpot to ki^ttft them* 

SAvu lA evtrv particidar. The debate gceer 

r*mreBii but aitleeigdithftSorbQftBe declared thp 

mMcommm i^ven to the Chinefe faife» k^ar 

-iddotts, nft^ hniaoiis, and hereiicaL 

-, Tbiii di%ttK^ which was carried on wttb 

• ipeet wfimth) inflamed that about the cese- 

iMniet^ and at length pope Ckment.XI. ^ 

* jevrafter fent a l^ate to China<^ The per- 

lea he made choice of on the oeeafion wis 

? Thomas Maillard de Tournoa, titulary pttri- 

ttarcb of Antioch» who tlid not arrive in Cbiiia 

e till 1705. The court of Pekin were till that 

. time whoHy ignorant that they had beei^ under 

(fUiA at Rome and Paris. The emperor Camhi 

at 
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at firft received the patriarch de Toumoir witb 
great civility. But how great was bis- fuf^ 
prize when he underftood by the legate's inter-i> 
preters, that the Chriftians who preached their 
religion in his empire, did not agree amoRgft 
themfelves, and that this legate came to decide 
a difpute of which the court of* Pekin had 
never till then heard the leaft mention. The 
legate gave his majefty to underftand, that all 
the miffionaries, except the Jefuits, condemned 
the ancient cuftoms of his empire, and even iuf- 
peded his Chinefe majefty and all the learned 
men of his kingdom to beatheifis, who admit- 
ted only of a material heaven. He added, that 
be had in his dominions the learned biihopof 
Conon, who would explain thefe matters more 
fully, if his majefty^ would condefcend to give 
•faim an hearing. The monarch found his fur- 
-prize encreafe when he was informed that he 
^had bifliops in his empire ; and the reader wtU 
fbe not lefs fo, when he finds this prince carried 
''Im*. indulgence fo far as to. permit theibifliop^f 
Conon to come to him to talk againft hts re- 
ligion, the cuftoms of bis country, and even 
againft himfelf. The bifliop of Conon was ad- 
mitted to an audience. He was very little ac- 
quainted with the Chinefe language. The em- 
peror began by aflcing him the meaning of four 
chara£ters which were drawn in gold above b-ut 
throne. Maigrot could read only two ; but he 
maintained that the words King-ti^^ which the 
emperor had written in his pocket-book, did not 
fignify adore the Lord of Heaven. The emperor 
bad the patience to explain to him, that it was dM^ 
precife meaning of thefe words, and even coa- 
defcendcd- to enter ioto a long argument^ in 

which 
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which he vindicated the honours paid to the 
dead. The biihop however remained inflexible ^ 
andiit may well be believed that the Jefuitshad 
nK>re intereft at court than him. The emperor, 
who by the laws of the country, might, have 
put him to d^ath, cpntented bimfelf with only 
banifliinji him s and pafied an ordinance, that 
all the j&uropeans willing to remain in bis em* 
4>ire,ibould for the future be obliged to take 
his letters of protedion, and undergo an ex* 
amtnation. . ' , 

■ As for de Tournon, the legate, he had orders 
to quit the capital. As foon as he got to Nantkin 
he publiihed a mandate, entirely condemning 
all the Chinefe rites, in regard <to the dead, and 
forbidding the ufmg that expreffion which the 
emperor ufed to fignify the God ofhcceutn. 

The legate upon this was banifhed to Macao, 
of which the Chinefe always retain the fove- 
reignty, though they permit the Portuguefe to 
have a governor there. Whilft he was in his 
confinement here, the pope fent him 7 hat \ but 
Ais only ferved to make him die a cardinal, for 
he.endedjiis days there in 171.0. The enemies 
of the Jefuits laid his death to their charge. It 
was fufficient if they imputed his banifliment 
to them. 

Thefe divifions among ftrangers who came 
into the empire, on pretence of inftru£ting it, 

ratly difcredited the religion they preached, 
jfuffered (till more when the court, who 
began to ftudy the Europeans more nearly than 
heretofore, difcovered^ that not only the mif* 
fionaries were thus divided, hut that Hkewife 
among the traders who came from Canton, 

there 
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diere were fever*! fe^ Ai^om enemks ta each 
other. 

The emperor Camhi did not cool ton^rte 
the Jeftim, 4)ut greatly towafdt Chriftiafiity^ 
His fuccefibr drove out idt the tniffiofiaries, and 
profcribed the Chriftian rdigion; This was 
partly the eWeSt of diofe difputeb and that m« 
felence, with which ftrangers had pretended t» 
know better than the empetxir and his magi-^ 
ftrates, m wh«it ienfa the Chieefe honoured 
their anceftors. 

Thefe difputes, fo long the objed of attention 
at Paris, as we!i a» many others, arifing^froaj 
a miKture of idleness and reftfefTnefs, are no^ 
tttterly forgotten j people are furprifed thatth^ 
•vtr- produced fuch animofkies ; and the fpirit 
4>f phUofephy^ which ditily gains ground, Mdi 
ti^r to fecixre the public tranquillity. 



CHAP. CCXI. 

'A RecapituIATIon of the whole of the 

: Foregoing History, with the Point of 

Light in which it ought to be cohfklered. \ 

IHA VE now gone thro* the immcnfe fcene 
of revolutions, that the world has expe- 
rienced finCe the time of Charlemagne : and to 
what have they all tended ? to deflation, and 
the lofs of millions of lives ! Every great event 
has been a capital misfortune. Hiftory has kept 
no account of times of peace and tranquillity i 
it relates only rstvag^s and difafters* 
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iWe have beheld our Eaidjpe cnrfyrttd witk 
barhari^ttis after itie faU of the Roman empire ; 
smd tMc barWiaflSy. when become GhriftiaiUt 
^fitjlHiaUy at wsar. with the Mahometant, or 
clfe deftroying each othen 

; We httve lecii ludy defdated by perpetual 
wais between city and city ; the<]fuelpht and 
QibelliAes mutmly deftroying each other; 
whole {(ges of confptraciesy and Aicoeffiyeirrup*' 
ttoA$ of diftant natiDBs^ who have pafied the 
Alps* and driven each other from 'their iettle* 
mentfi by tttrnst till at length, in all this beau* 
tilul and extenfive oountry, there remained 
oply two ftates of any coiifideration governed ' 
^ their own natives, viz. Venice and Rome. ' 
Xho others, naawly Naples, Sicily, Milan^^ 
Parma, Placentia, .and Tuicany, are under the 
domihiorf of foreigners. . 

The other great flates of Chriftendom have 
all of them fumred equally by wars, and intef- 
tthe commotions ; but none of them have been 
^ brought under fubje£Uon thereby to a neighbour- 
ing power. Tbe^ refult of thcfe endkfs diftur* 
bances and perpetual jars has been only the 
feparating of fome fmall {provinces from one ^ 
ftate, to be tranafered to another. Flanders, ' 
for example, which was the ancient peerdom 
of Frange, pa&d to the houfe of Burgundy 
from foreign hands, and from this houfe to that 
of Auftria ; and a fmall part of this Flanderf 
OHXie again into the hands of the French in the 
reign of Lewis XIV. Several provinces of An- 
cient Gaul were in former times difmembered. 
Alfacetr which was a part of Ancient Gaul, came 
afterwards to belong, ta Germany, and is at 
tbia da^ a province of Fiancr». Upper. Navarre, 

5 which 
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which fhould be a demefne of the elder branch 
of the houfe of Bourbon, belongs to the 
younger ; and Rouffiilon, which was formerly 
the Spaniard's, 'now belongs to the crown of 
France. . 

.'Durinj^ all thefe (hocks, there have been, 
formed iince the time of Charlemagne only 
two abfolutely independent republics, namely 
that of Switzerland and that of Holland* 

No one great kingdom has been able to fub- 
due another. France, notwithftanding the 
conquefts of Edward III. and Henry V. not* ' 
withftandtngtheviftories andefibrts of Charles 
V. and Phijip II. has ftill preferred its limits, 
and even extended them ; Spain, Germany, 
-Great Britain, Poland, and the northern ftates, 
are nearly the fame as they were formerly. 

What then have been the fruits of the blood 
of fo many millions of men, fpilt in battle, and 
the lacking of fo many cities? Nothing great or 
confiderable. The Chriftian powers have loft 
a great deal to the Turks, within thefe five 
centuries, and have gained fcarcely any thing 
from each other. 

All hiftory then, in fhort, is little elfe than 
a long fucceffion of ufelefs cruelties; and if 
there happens any great revolution, it will bury 
the remembrance of all the paft difputes, wars^ 
and fraudulent treaties, which have produced 
fo many tranfitory miferies. 

In the number of thefe miferies we may with 
juftice include the difturbances and civil wars 
on the fcore of religion. Of thefe Europe has 
experienced two kinds, and it is hard to fay 
which of them has proved moft fatal to her. 
The firfl, as we have already feen, was 

th« 
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was the difpute of the popes with the emperors 
and kings : this began in the time of Lewis 
the. Feeble, and was not entirely at an end, in 
Germany, till after the reign of Charles V. in* 
England, till fupprefled by the refoiutton of 
queen Elizabeth, and in France, till the fub-' 
miffion of Henry IV. The other fource of fo- 
much bloodihed, was the ra;ge of dogmatizing. ' 
This has caufed the fubverfion of more than 
one fiate, from the time of the maflacre of the ^ 
Albigenfes, to the thirteenth century, and from • 
tbe fmall war of the Cerennois^to the begin- '^ 
•ning of the eighteenth. The iield and the fcaf* 
fold ran with blooi on account of theological • 
arguments, fometimes in one century, fometimes 
in another, for almoft iive hundred yeafs, with-' 
out interruption ; and the long continuance of 
this dreadful ficourge was owing to this, that 
iQorality was always neglected, to indulge a 
ipirit of dogmatizing. . 

It muft dtecefpre once again be acknowlegcd, 
that hiftory in general is a colledion of crimes, 
follies, and misfortunes, among which we havef 
now and then met with a few virtues, and fome 
happy times ; as we fometimes fee a few feat- 
tered huts in a barren defert. 

In'thofe times of darknefs and ignorance, 
which we diftinguifh by the name of the middle- 
age, no one perhaps ever deferved fo well of 
mankind as pope Alexander VIII. It was he', 
who abolifhed vafTalage, in a council which he 
held in the twelfth century. It was this fame > 
pontiff who triumphed in Venice by his pru- 
dence, over the brutal violence of the emperor ; 
'Frederick Barbarofla, and who obliged flenry 
IL of England to aik pardon of God and man 

VaL.fX. H for 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I4& RECAPJTULATIoif ot the 

lor tbe murder of Tbomss Beckct*. He reftdi«< 
the riehts of the people^ and chiftifed the wkv 
kcdnels of crowned beads. We have had oc«^ 
cafion to remark, that, before this «ra, all Ku^ 
foptf a very fmall oumber of cities excepted^ 
was divided between two ranks of people ; the 
loidty or owners of lands, either ecdeliaftical 
m' fecular, and tbe villains, or flaves. The 
lawyers who affifted the knights, baililTs, and 
ilewards of fiefs, in giving their fentences, were 
in hSt no other than bondmen, or viUaitts» 
themfelves. And, if mankind' at length enioy 
their rights^ it is to pope Alexander vIII. thry 
are chidy indebted for this happy change, it 
is to him that fo many cities owe their prefent 
fplendour ; neverthelefs, we know that this li* 
berty was not univerfally extended. It has ne- 
v^r made its way into Poland ; the bufbandoian 
there is ftiU a flare, and confined to the glebe | 
it is the lame in Bohemia, Soabia, and feverd 

?Jier countries of Germany; and ^even in 
ranee, in fome of the provinces the moft re- 
mote from the capital^ weftiU fee remains of 
this flavery. Therp are feme chapters and 
monks, who claim a right to all the goods of 
the peafants. 
In Afia, on the contrary, there are no flaves 

*- ' ' ^ r- 

• That is to fay, he obliged a great prince to do Huuneibl 
iminancef for a murder in which he had no concern ; and bjr 
what mearii did hemanifeft this power ? by employing all 
« the villainoiif arts of prieilcraft, to alienate tbe affefiiona o>f 
tbe people from their natural (bvereign i by excommunica- 
tionif interdictions, and abibWing the fubjeAt from tbeir 
eatha of allegiance. As for Becket, whom Altxander al* 
lowed tc be canonized, we hope there are not three JSritDnt, 
now living, who do not deteft his chara&er^ as that of a 
pernicious fire-brand, whofe pride, InfoleAce^ and fanad- 
•ifmkept his fovereign and his country in contiaoal dtlqulec 
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tut thofe which are purchafed with money, or 
faken prifoners in battle. In the Chriftian ftatet 
of Europe^ the^ do not buy flavea^ neither do 
Ihey reduce their prifoners of war to a ftate of 
fervitude. The Afiatics have only a domeilic 
fenritude $ Chriftians only a civil one. The 
peafimt in Poland is a bondman in die lands» 
but not in the houfe of his lord. We purchafc 
liou&dd-flaves only from the negroes ; we are 
feverely reproached for this kind of tn^, bnt 
the people who make a trade of felling their 
cbildieD) are certainly more blameable than 
^ao/h who purchf^ them, and this trafic i$ 
only a proof cif ^r fuperiority. He vfho vo* 
luntarily fubjefb himfelf to a mafter^ U de* 
ligiied by nature for a flave^. 
. We tuive (een that, from time immemorial^ 
ibey have tolerated all fcligions in Afia, much 
In th0 fame manner as it is at prefent done in 
lEnglutii Holland^ anif Germany. We have 
obferved, that dns toleration was more general 
jn Japan than in «iv other country whatevett 
tai the fatal albir wkicb rendered oat govern- 
ment fo inexoraMe. 

We mM have oMerved, in the courfis of fo 
ttiany revolutiofisy that feveral nations^ almoft 
^ntirel^ favice^ have been formed both in Eu- 
rope and A&y in thofe very countries which 
were fonnerly the moft civilized. Thus, fome 
«f tbeJilaiids of the Archipelago, which were 
once fo flouriihing, are now little better than. 
XndiM) hi^itationa in America. The country 

.... I u 

* W« •ffrelien<S that all the effcAs of all the people in 
Tnnc6, or of any other arbitrary government, properly 
1)»aMns^ b^ong to tlie crown} inafmuch ai the fovereiga 
MA Mit Ihem SI bis pliaftfre. 

H z where 
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where formerly were the cities of Artaxates, 
Tigranocertes, and Colchos, are not now of 
half the value of fome of our petty colonies* 
There are in fome of the iflands, forefts, and 
mountains in the very heart of Europe, a fet 
of people, who are in nothing fuperior to thofe 
©f Canada, or the negroes of Africa. The 
Turks are m6Ye civilized, but we hardly know 
of one city built by them ; they have fuifered 
the moft noble and beautiful monuments of an^ 
tiqutty to fall to decay, and reign only over a 
pile of ruins. 

They have nothing in Afia that in the leaft 
rcfembies our European nobility $ nor is there 
to be found throughout the whole Eaft any one 
order of citizens, diftinguifhed from the others 
by hereditary titles, or particular privileges and 
indulgencies, annexed folely to birth. The 
Tartars feem to be the only people who have 
fome faint ihadow of this infticution, in the 
race 6f their Mirzas. We meet with nothing 
cither in Turky, Perfia, the Indies,' or Ghiha, 
that bears any limtlitudfe to that bddy of nobi]i^ 
which forms an eflential part of every European 
monarchy. We muft go as far as Malabar to 
meet with any likenefe to this fort of conftitu- 
tion ; and there again it is very different, and 
confiAs in a tribe wholly dedicated to bearing 
trms, and which never intermixes, by marriage 
of otherwise, with any of the other tribes or 
cafts, and will not even condefcend to hold any 
commerce with them. 

The greateft difference between us and the 
Orientals, is in the manner of treating our wo^ 
men. No female ever rejgned in theEaft, un- 
Jcfs that princefs of Mingrelia, whom Sir John 
Chardin tell us of in his voyages^ and whom he 
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tccu(es of robbing him. In France, tho* the wo- 
men cannot wear the crown, they may be re- 
gents of the kingdom, and have a right to every 
other throne, but that of the empire and Poland. 

Another diiFerence, in our manner of treating 
women, is the cuftom of placing about their 
perfons men deprived of their virility, a cuftom 
which has always prevailed in Afia and Africa, 
and has at times been introduced into Europe 
by the Roman emperors. At prefent there is 
not throughout all Chriftendom two hundred 
eunachs employed, either in our churches or 
theatres, whereas all t^e eadern feraglios fwarm 
with them. 

In' fhort, we differ in every refpefl, in reli- 
gion, policy, government, manners, food, 
cloathing, and even in our manners of writ- 
ing, expreffing, and thinking. That in which 
^e the moft refemble them is, that propenfity 
to war, flaughter, and deftru£lion, which has 
always depopulated the face of the earth. It 
muft be owned, however, that this rage has 
taken much lefs poflTeffion of the minds of the 
people of India and China, than of ours. In 
particular, we have no inftance of the Indians 
or Chinefe having made war upon the inhabi- 
tants of the North. In this refpe£l they ard 
much better members of fociety than ourfelves; 
but then, on the other hand, this very virtue, 
or rather meeknefs, of theirs, has been their 
ruin ; for they have been all enflaved. 

In the midft of the ravages and defolations 
which we have obfcrved during the fpace of 
nine hundred years, we perceive a love for or- 
der which fecretly animates human kind, and 
has prevented its total ruin. This is oae of 
H3 thi 
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the fprings of nature which always recovers its 
fdne ; it is this which has formed the code of 
all nations, and this infpires a veneration for 
the laws and the minifters of the laws at Ton- 
quin, and in the ifland of Formofa, the (kme 
as at Rome. Children fefpe£t their parents in 
all countries, and in every country flct others 
fay what they will) the fon is his father's heir | 
for, though in Turky the fon of a Timariot 
docs not inherit his father's dignity, nor, in 
India, the fon of an Omra his lands ; the reafon 
is, becaufe neither the one nor the other beI(M)g 
to the father himfelf. A place for life is, in no 
country of the world, confidered aa an inheri- 
tance ; but, in Perfia^ in India, and throitgh- 
mit all Afia, every native, and even every ftran- 
ger, of whatfoever religion, except in Japatiy ' 
imay purcbafe lands that are not part of the 
crown demefnes, and leave them to his family; 

In our Europe, indeed, there are ftiil fome 
nations, where the law will not fuiFer a ftran- 
ger to purcbafe a field or burying-place in their 
territories. The barbarous right of Aubaine^ 
by which a ftranger beholds his father's eftate 
go to the king's treafury, ftill fubfifts ia all the 
Chriftian ftates, unlefs where it is otherwile 
provided by private convention. 

We likewife have a notion, that in the 
eaftern countries the women are all flaves^ 
becaufe they are confined to the duties of do- 
ineflic life. If they were really Haves, they 
muft become beggars at the death of their hui* 
bands, which is not the cafe ; the law every 
where provides a flated portion for them, and 
this portion thev obtain in cafe of a divorce. 
In every part of^ the world, we find laws efta- 
bliihcd for the fupport of families. 
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In all nations there is a proper curb to arbi« . 
trary power, either by hw, cuftom, or man- 
ners. T1)e TurkiQi uiltan can neither touch 
the public treafure, break the JaniflarieSf nor 
interfere with the infide of the feraglios of any 
of his fubjeds. The emperor of China cannot 
publi(h a fingle edid, without the fan&ion of a 
tribunah Every ftate is at times liable to vio- 
lent opprtffions ; the grand vizirs and the Iti- 
. jnadoulets exercife rapine and murder^ it is true, 
but they are no more authorifed fo to do by the 
hw^j than the wild Arabs, or wandering Tar- 
tars, are to plunder the caravans. 

Religion teaches the fame principles of mora- 
lity to all nations, without exception ; the ce- 
remonies of the Afiatics are ridiculous, their 
belief abfurd, but their precepts arejuft; the 
dervife, the hqwTy the bonze, and the talopin, 
are always cr3ring out,. " Be juft an^ beneficent." 
The common people in China are accufed of 
^i^g great cheats in trade ; thev are perhaps 
encouraged to this vice, by knowmg that they 
can purchaft :d>foltition for their crime of their 
bonzes^ for a trifling piece of money. The mo^ 
fal precepts taught them are good, the indul- 
gence which is fold them is bad. 

We are not to credit thofe travellers and mtf^ 
fionaries, who have repref^nted the eaftem 
priefts to us as perfons who preach up iniquity $ 
this is traducing human nature, it is not pof* 
fibie that there fhould ever exift a religious fo^ 
ciety, inftitated for the encouragement or pro^ 
pagation of vice. 

We fhould equally deceive ourfelves, were 

we to believe, that the Mahometan religion 

dwe^ it& eftablifhment wholly to- the fword^ 

tt4^ The: 
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The Mahometans have had their miflionarie» in 
the ladies^ and at China ; and the fedb of 
Omar and Ali difpute with each other for pro- 
felytes, even on the coafts of Coromandel and 
Malabar. 

. From all that we have obferv€:d in this 
fketch of univcrfal hiftory, it follows, that 
whatever concerns human nature, is the fame 
from one end, of the univerfe to the other, and 
that what is dependant upon cuftom differs, or, 
if there is any refemblance, it is the effe^ of 
chance. The dominion of cuftom is much more 
cxteniive than that of nature, and influences 
all manners and all ufages. It diffufes variety 
over the face of the univerfe. Nature eftabJiffies 
wnity, and every where fettles a few. Invariable - 
principles : the foil is ftill the fame, but cul- 
ture produces various fruits. 

As nature has placed in the heart of man, in- 
tereft, pride, and all the-pafIions> it is no won- 
der, that, during a period of about fix centu- 
ries, we meet with almoft a continual fucceffion 
of crimes and difaft^rs. If we go back to ear- 
lier age9, we fhall find them no better. Cuftom 
has ordered it fo, that evil has every where 
operated in a different manner. 

CHAP. CCXII. 

Of the PoJLtTE Arts in Europe^ at the 
Time of Lewis XIV. 

' . ■ ' » 

I HAVE fufficiently hinted, in the courfe of 
,' this hilbry, that the public difafters it 
contains, and which fucceed each other almoft 
Without intermifilon^ are at length erafed from 
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the regifters of time. The fprings, and minuter 
circumftances of pojiticks, fink into oblivion ; 
whiJft wife laws and inftitutions, the monu- 
ments produced by the arts and fciences, conti« 
nue for ever. 

Of the immenfe crowd of ftrangers that now 
travel to Rome, not as pilgrims, but as perfons 
of tafte, hardly one is at the pains to enquire 
any thing concerning Gregory VII. or Boni- 
face VIII. they admire the beautiful churches 
built by. a Bramantes and a Michael Angelo, the 
paintings of a Raphael, and the fculptures of a 
Bernini ; if they have genius, they read the 
works of Ariofto ancf Taflb, and reverence the 
^flies of Galileo. In Epgland the exploits of 
Cromwell are fcarcely mentioned, and the dif- 
putes of the white and red rofes are almoft for- 
gotten ; but Newton is ftudied for whole years 
together: no one is furprifed to fee in his epi- 
taph, ** That he was the glory of mankind -^ 
but it would be matter of great wonder in that 
country,, to fee the remains of any ftatefman ho- 
noured with fuch a title. 

I (hould be glad, in this place, to do juftice 
to all the great men, who, like him, were the 
ornaments oi their country in the laft century*. 
I have called this the Age of Lewis XIV. not 
•nly becaufe this monarch patronized the arts 
much more than all the other kings, his Cotem* 
poraries, put together, but alfo, becaufe he (aw 
all the generations of the princes of Europe 
thr.ice renewed. I have fixed this epoch fome 
years before the time of Lewis XIV, arid have 
carried it down fome years after his dcceafe, as 
this was in faft the fpace of time in which th^ 
lumaci mind made. the. greateft progrefS. • • • 
H 5 The 
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The.Englifb have made gresittr advances to- 
wards perfection, in almoft every fpecies of 
learning, from 1660 to the preient time, than in 
all the preceding ages. I mall not here repeat 
what I have elfewnere faid, of Milton« It is 
true, he isaccufed by feveral critics of a whim- 
fical extravagance in his delcriptiont, fuch a» 
that of the fools paradife ; the walls of alabafter 
with which the garden of Eden was furround- 
cd; the devils, who transformed tberafelves 
from giants to pigmies, to take up leis room 
in the council-chamber of hell, built all of pure 
gold ; the firing of cannon in heaven ; the bills 
that the combatants flung at each other's beads ; 
angels on horfeback, and angels whofe bodies^ 
after being cut afunder, unite again. He is 
complained of for his prolixity and inceflant re- 

Etitions* They fay he neither equals Ovid nor 
efiod, in that long defcription of the forma* 
tion of the earthy animals, and man. His diA 
fcrtations on aftronomy are cenfured, as being 
too dry and uninterefting ; his invention thought 
rather extravagant than wonderful, and more 
ififg^uftful than ftriking ; for inftance, the long 
caufeway over chaos ; fin and death enamoured 
of each other, and having children by their in- 
ceiluous commerce ; ^< Death, who lifts up his 
pofe, to fnuff, through the immenfity of chaos^ 
the change which has befel the earth, as a ra- 
ven fmeUs dead carcafes." The fame Death 
who fmells out fin, who ftrikes with his petri- 
fying club on the elements of Earth and Water^ 
who, together with Heat and Humidity, be- 
coming four valiant generals of an army, lead- 
ing in battle-array the light-armed embrios of 
atoms. «Jn (hort, writers have exhaufied them* 
fdves in criticifms on this celebrated work ;. biUL 
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tfiei^ can be no end tp the prairet it merits. 
JMilton ivtU ever continue the boaft and adniira- 
tion of the £ng]i(h nation, will always be coni« 
pared to Homer, wbofe faults are equally greatt 
and always preferred tor Dante, whofe imi^ina* 

< tion is even^ more extravagant* 

Among the great number of pleafins poett 
that adorned the reign of Charles II. fudi at 

' Waller, the earls of Eterfet and Rolcommony 

• tlie duke of Buckingham, tjc. the celebrated 
Dryden holds a diftinguifhed place: he is equally 
famous in all the different fpecies of poetry .^ 
His writings abound with a number of minute 

'particulars, at once natural and lively, animate* 
-eAy bold, nervous, and pathetic; a merit in 
which he has been equalled by no other poet of 
his nation, nor exceeded by any one among; 
«the ancients. If Pope, who came after bim,.« 
had not» in the latter part of his life, written* 
^his Eflay on Man, he Would have fallen far' 
fliort of Dryden. 

• No nation has ever treated morality, -in vcrft^ 
with fo much energy and depth, as- the Eiig- 
Ijfh. In this } think feems- to lie the greateft 
'merit of their poets. 

There is* another kind of varied literature^, 
which requires a ftill more cultivated and uni-^ 
Yerfal eenius ; this Addifon poilefTed in an emi^ 
ntnt degree. He has not only immortalized 
'his name by his Cato, which is the olfily £ng- 
Ufii tragedy written with elegance and well fup^ 
])orted dignity, but his other writings, both mo* 
fal and critical, breathe the very ^ul of good 
tafte; here fenfe is every where embelliihed 
with the flowers of imaginatioa.} and his nban- 
ntx of writing may ferve as a model to all na- 
* • ^ . tt6 ^^' tion^. 
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lions* There are feyeral little pieces of Deaa 
Swift, unmatched by any thing of the kind in 
antiquity. He is Rabelai^i improved. 

The £ngli{h are not acquainted with funeral 
orations, it not being the cuftom with them to 
pratfe their kings and queens in their churches^ 
but .pulpit eloquence, which, before the reign of 
Charles IL was very rude, became formed on a 
f^dden. Bifhop Burnet acknowleges, that this 
was owing to their imitation of the French; 
perhaps they have even furpafled thjeir mailers ; 
they are not fo ftiff, affefted, and declamatory 
in their fermons, as the French are. 

It is alfo very remarkable that thefe iflanderS) 
.who arc feparated from the reft of the world, 
• aad who remained fo long untaught, ihould 
have acquired at leaft as much knowlege of an- 
tiquity as is to be met with at Rome, though 
the center of all nations. Mafham has un- 
veiled the dark accounts of ancient Egypt -, ' no 
Perfian had ever a 'more perfeft knowlege of 
the religion- of Zoroafter, than the celebrated 
'Hyde. The hiftory of Mahomet, and the times 
preceding him, which was unknown to the 
"Turk?, has been fully illuftrated by Hales, who 
'in^de fo many iifeful voyages to Arabia. 

There is no country in the world, where the 
Cbriftian religion has been fo ftrongly attacked, 
jnd fo learnedly defended, as in England. From 
the time of Henry VIIL to that of Cromwell, 
they carried on their difputes like the antient 
gladiators, who were wont to come into the 
arena to. fight, with a fcymetar in their hand, 
and a bandage about their eyes. Some flight 
differences in doSrine and worftiip, were pro- 
duSiye of the moft bloody wars ; whereas, 
jILnce the reftoration to the prefent time, tho' 
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Scarce a year has paflH without fome attack 
upon Chriftianity, the controverfy has not e^- 
cited the leaft difturbance ; learning being the 
only weapon now employed on either fide, in- 
ftead of fire and fword, as formerly. . 

But, it is in philofophy that the £nglifli ha\re 
.particularly had the mailery over all other na*- 
tions. Ingenious and fpeculative notions were 
out of the queftion. The fables of the Greeks 
bad beeQ long laid afide, and thofe of the mo^ 
derns were to appear no more. Chancellor Ba- 
con firft led.the way, by afierting that we fbould 
fearch into nature^in a new manner^ and have 
recourfe to experiments. Boyle employed his 
whole life in making them. Thi^ is no place 
for difcuffions on natural philofophy; let it fuf- 
fice to fay, that, after three tboufand years of 
vain enquiries, Newton was the firft who dif- 
covered and demonftrated the great law of na- ^ 
turc, by which every part of matter tends to- 
wards the center, and ill the planets are retained 
in their proper courfe. He was the firft who 
truly beheld light; before him we knew, not 
what it was. 

His principles of the mathematics, which 
contain a fyftem of natural philofophy, entirely 
new and true, are founded pn the difcovery of 
what is called the Calculation of Infinites, the 
laft eSe(% of geometry, and which was executed 
by him at the age of twenty- four. ? Thisocca- 
fioned that great philofopher, the learned Hal- 
ley, to fay, "That. it will never be permitted 
any mortal to approach nearer to; the Deity." 

Numberlefs good geometricians: and natural 
philofophers were J^t orice improved by his dif- 
coveries, and encouraged to pu^fue the tradl.be 
bad pointed out to them. Bradlejt at length 
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went fo far as to ^ifcovtr the parallax of iSHb- 
fixed ftars, at twelve millions of milKons d^T 
miles cUftant from^oar little gbbe. 

The fame Halley whom I ^.bave jirfl meflr-- 
tioned, though no more than a private aftrono- 
-meif, had the command of one of the king's 
fliips in the year 1698. In this (hip he deters 
mined the pofition of the ftars of the Antarctic,, 
or South Pole, and marked the diflerent varia>- 
tions of the compafs in aU the parts of the 
known world. The famous voyage of the AtV 
gonauts was, in comparifon wi^ his, no mort- 
tiian the paffing from one fide of a river to an- 
othev in a boat ^ and yet this voyage of H^^ey V 
ba^ fcarceiy betm fpoken of in £urbpe. ' 

This indifference of ours for great things, 
when become too familiar, and the adnrfratibii 
paid by the ancient Gr^ks to the moft trivi# 
4ines, is another poof of the prodigious lupe*- 
riority of our age ^ver the ancfient times. Bc>i- 
lean m France, and Sk William Temple ih' 
£nglan4y obftinately deny any ftich Aiperiority ;; 
theyfeem ftfolvcd to- depreciate their own age,. 
in order to .exalt themfelves above it. This 
d^wte between the antients and modems is at 
length decided, at leaft ae to philofophy. Tliere 
IS not one of the ancient philofophers^ whofe 
works are now made ufe of for the inffhiAioA. 
of youdiy. in any of the enlightned nations* 

Locke alone might ferve as a great inftance- 
of the advantage that the prefent time has over 
tiie iineft ages of Greece^ Froni Thu>y dortlrn 
to him, there ia one great chafm, no one during. 
iU that ia^rvi^ having explained the operations 
ef the foul ', and a perfon who lliould be ac^ 
^uaimed with all that Plato has wrote, and ic- 
' > ' . ' ^uftltt6»£ 
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^iiainted only, with tbat» would have vory lictbp 
knowIege» and even that erroneous. 

Tfie Greek was indeed an eloquent writer^ 
his apcdogy for Socrates is. a great piece of fer- 
vice done to the learned of all nations. It is 
but juft to hold him in veneration, who mad? 
4>pprefled virtue fo venerable^ and its perfecutors 
fe deteftable. It was for a long time thought 
that he, who was fo 6ne a moralift, could not 
be a bad natural philofopher; he was held sd- 
laoft for a father of the church, on account of 
bis Tcrnarion, which no one underftopd ; but 
what would be thought of a philoibpher in our 
days, who fbould tcJl us that matter is the au« 
thor ; and that the world is a figure of twelve 
pentagons ? that fire is a pyramid, and is h'nked 
to the earth by numbers r How would aperfon 
be received, who (hould go aSout to prove the 
immortality and metampifycofis of the foul) by 
faying, thai flcep comes from Watching, watch- 
ing from fleep, life from death, and death from 
life ? Yet fuch are the arguments that have been 
the admiration of fo many ages,, and^ideas ftill 
more extravannt have fince continued to be 
made.ufe of, m the education of mankind. 

Locke is the only one who has explained^ 
Human Underftanding, in a book where there 
are^ nothing but truths $ apd what renders th? 
work perfea is, that tbde truths are all clear. 

If we would, once for ^11, fee in what thi» 
laft age ha$ the.fuperiority oyer the former ones^e 
we have only to caft' our eyes upon Germany,, 
and the North. Dantzick has produced an He^ 
velius, who is thefirft aftronomer that was ever 
well acquainted with the planet of the mobn^ 
no. man before him having ever fo carefully ex- 
amined the heavens J among the many grea( 
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men whom this age has produced, no one Is a 
more ftriking example how juftly it may be 
called the age of Lewis XIV. Hevelius loft an 
immenfe library by fire. The French monarch 
recompenfed the aftronomer, with a prefent 
that far overpaid his lofs. 

In Holftein, Mercator was the forerunner 
©f Newton in geometry. The Bernouilli of 
Switzerland, were difciples worthy this great 
man, .and Leibnitz was for fome time conuder-^ 
ed as his rival. 

The famous Leibnitz was born at Leipfick : 
he ended his days in Hanover, like a true phi- 
lofopher, believing in a God, like Newton, 
without confulting the various opinions of man- 
kind. He was perhaps a man of the moft uni- 
Verfal learning in Europe ; he was an hiftorian 
indefatigable in his enquiries ; a profound civi- 
lian, who enlightened the ftudy of the law by 
philofophy, foreign as it may appear to that 
Kind of ftudy ; fo thorough a metaphyfician, as 
to attempt reconciling divinity and the meta->^ 
phyfics; a tolerable Latin poet ; and laftly, fo 
good a mathematician, as to difpute with the 
great Newton the invention of the calculation 
of infinites, and to make it for fome time* 
doubted, which of them had the jufteft claim to 
the honour of that difcovery. 

This was then the golden age of geometry. 
Mathematicians fent frequent challenges to each 
other, that is to fay, problems to folve, much 
in the fame manner as it is faid the ancient 
kings of Egypt and Afia, fent aenigrras to be 
anfwered by one another. The problems pro* 
pofed by thefe geometricians were of a much 
more difficult nature than the Egyptian aenig-. 
inas, and yet none of them remained unan- 
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fw€red, either in Geniiany, England, Italy, or 
France. There never ws^» a more univerfal cor- 
refpondence kept between philofophiers than at 
this period, and Leibnitz contributed not a 
little to encourage it. A republic of letters was 
infenfibly eftabliflied in Europe, in the. midft of 
the moft obfiinate war, and the number of dif*- 
ferent religions; the arts. and, fciences> all of 
j^em thus received mutual affiftance from 
each other, and the academies helped to form 
this republic. Italy, and Ruffia were united by 
the bonds of fcience, and the natives of Engv 
land, Germany, and France, went to ftudy at. 
Leyden. The famous phyfician Boerhaave was 
confulted at the fame time by the pope and the 
czar.of Mufcovy. His principal pupils have in 
like manner drawn ftrangers after them, and 
are in fome meafure become the phyficians of 
nations. The truly learned of every denomi* 
nation have ftrengthened the bands of this grand 
fpciety of geniufes, which is univerfally dlifufedv 
and every where independent. This corres- 
pondence is ftill carried on, and proves one of 
the greateft comforts againft the evils which 
ambition and politics fcatter through the world, 

Italy has preferred her ancient glory in this 
age, though fhe has produced no new Taflbs 
nor Raphaels. It is fufficient that (he has once 
produced them, A Cabrera, a Zappi, and a 
Filicaia, have ihewn that delicacy is alvvays the 
portion of this natipn.^ The Merope of Maffei, 
and the dramatic works of Metaftaiio, are the 
beautiful monuments of the age. 

The ftudy of true natural philofopby^ as efta- 
blifhed by Galileo, ftill keeps its ground in 
fpite of the ancient philofophy, which has but 
. ..^ too 
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too many btgofted admirars* The CafliiHs^ the 
Vivianiiy the Mandis, the Bianchinia, the Za-. 
nottiSf and many otherS) have Spread over Italy 
the £ime light which beamed in other coun- 
tries, and, Sough its principal rays came from 
England, yet the Italian fcbools have been able 
to Raze on it in all its fplendour. 

Every kind of literature has been cultivated 
in this ancient feat of the arta as much as elfe- 
where, except in tbofe fubjefb where a HbeKy 
of thinking allows a greater fcope to the genius. 
in mher nations. This age in particular has 
attained a better knowlese of antiquity than the 
preceding. Italy furni&cs more monuments 
than all Europe together, «id in proportien as 
thefe have been brought to li^t, fcitnce has 
become more extenfive* 

We are indebted for this progrefs to fome 
wife men and geniufes, fcattered in a ikiall 
number over fome parts of Europe, almoft all 
of them for a long time fuUedcd to perfoeu- 
tions, and loft in oUivion 5 they have enlight*^ 
ened and comforted the wprld during the wars 
that fpread defolation through it. There are 
lifts to be met with elfewhere, of all thofe who 
have been the ornaments of G^^many^ England^ 
and Italy. It would be very impropei^ in a 
ilranger, to jvetend to rate tho merits of fo mt* 
iiy iHuftrious^men; let it fuffice' then to have 
ihewn, that in the laft age mankind acquired 
throughout Eurbpe greater lights, than in all 
the ages that preceded it. 
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CHAP. CCXIIL 

A Lift of t^e ChiUrcfi of Lewis XIV. The 
Sovereign Princes cotemporary wuh 
him. His GEnfERALs and Ministers^ 

7*/ ChUdfen of Lewis XIV. 

HE married Maria Therefa of Auftria, born 
in 1 63S, .only daughter- to PhilipIV. by 
his firft queen Elizabeth of France^ and fiftec 
to Charles IL and Margaret Therefa^ whom 
Philip IV. ha^ by his ftcond. wife Maria Anne 
pf Attflria. The nuptiala pf Lewis XIV.. were 
celebratied the ninth day of July 16609 and 
Maria Tbere& di«d in i68a« He had by her, 

Lewis the dauphin called Mof)(]Bigncur, bora 
Nov. I, 16619 who died at Meudon April 149 
J 7 1 1 • Noibing was Kiore common for a conr 
iiderable time tefore the dieatb of this prinoa 
than the following, proverb which wa^ applied 
to him : ^^ iTtie fen of a king, ^ fkther of a 
Idog, and never king4'' The event iecmedtocoun^ 
tenance the credulity of thofe who place faith i|i 
predxdions ; but thia faying was only a repetition 
of that which went about concerning Philip of Va* ^ 
lois, and was moreover founded chiefly on Lewia 
XIV's own ftate of heahh, who was much more 
robuft than bis fon. This prince bad by Mary^ 
Anne^Chriftiana- ViiStoria of Bavaria» who died 
thesothof April, 1600. ^ , 

X. Lewis Duke of Surgundy, who was born 
Auguft 6» 1682, and died Feb. 18, 1712. He 
had iiTue by his dutchels, Maria Adelaide of 
Savojs who died Feb/ 12, 171 2, N. duke <4 

Bri- 
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Brittany, who died in 17055 Lewis duke of 
Brittany, who died in 1712 ^ and Lewis XV. 
who was born Feb. 15, 17 10. 

2. Philip, duke of Afijou, king of Spain^boni 
Dec. 19, 1683, died July 9, 1746. 

,3. Charles, duke of Berry, born Aug;- 31, 
x686, died May 4, 1714. 

Lewis XIV. had two other (bns and three 
daughters, who all died young. 

Hts natural and k^itimated Children. 

Lewis XIV. had by the dutchefs of la Valliere, 
who turned carmelite nun June 2^ 1674, took 
the habit June 4, 1675, ^"^ ^^^^ June (r^ 
jtjio, aged 65. 

Lewis of Bourbon, count of Vermandoi^ 
born 0£t. 2, 1667, died in 1683. 

Mary- Anne,- called Mademoifelle de' Bloit, 
bom in 1666, was married to Armand prince of 
Conti, and died in 1739* 

Other natwral and legitimaud CKldrm. 

' ' Lewis-Auguftus^ of Bourbon, duke of Main> 
born March 31, 1670, died in 1736. 
^ Lewis-Caefar, count of Vexin, abbot of St; 
Dennis and St. Germain des Pres, born ia 
1672, died in 1683. 

Lewis- Alexander of Bourbon, count of Tou- 
loufe, born June 6, 1^78, died in 1737. 
• Louifa-Franccs of Bourbon, called Made^ 
moifelle de Nantes, born in 1673, was married 
to Lewis III. diike of Bourbon-Cond^, and died 
in 1743. 

Louifa- Maria of Bourbon, .called Mademoifelle 
dcTours^ died in i68'i« k 

France^ 
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Frances-Mary, of Bourbon, called Mademoi* 
ielle de Blois, bom in 1677, was married to 
Philip II. duke of Orleans, regent of France^ 
died in 1 749. 

Two other fons who both died young. 

Cotemporary Princes. ' 
.POPES.. 
Barberini Urban VIII. died in ^^44 

It was he who firft gave the title of emnence to 
the cardinab. 

Pimfilo Innocent X. 1655 

Chigi Alexander VII. . 1667 

Rbfpfgiiofl Clement IX. 1669 

Altieri Clement X. 1676 

'^ ^t>defcalchi Innocent XI. 1689 

Ottoboni Alexander VIII. 1691 

Pignatelli Innbcent Xll. 1 700 

• Albani Clement XI. '^ / 1721 

y-. The Ottoman^Houfe. * 

Ibrahim died in - -^ ./^ 

Mahomet ly. 

' H^Dliman III. 1691 

. Afhmetll. 1695 

( Muftapha 11. • • ' 1703 

. . Aphmet III. depofed in . . i i-^*^ 

Empirofi 'of., G^rwioiy% 

Ferdinand III. died in. . , 16^7 

Lipoid L ' " ' 1705 

•JdfqA !• - 17J1 

Charic$VI. ; , ' 1740 

A King$ 
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Philip IV. died in .1(65 

Chiles II. 1700 

PhUip V, J746 

Kingi 9fPofftugaL 

John IV. duke of Bragtnza, died in 1656 

Alphonfo-Henryi dethroned in 1667 168} 

Peter II. X706 

John V. 2750 

Rings rf Engkniy ScotUmi^ gad ItiUmJU 

Charles I. beheaded in i4l|9 

Charles 11. died in siS^ 

James IL dethroned in 1688. ijpDi 

William IIL ^\Q^ 

' Anne Stuart 1714 

George !• . 17^7 

Ku^s rf Dmmrh 

ChriftianlV.diedm i4|« 

Frederick UL l&^o 

Chriftian V. 1699 

; i^ijiederick IV. 1730 

,JGmi^ rf St^edffk 

Cbriftina abdicated in 1654, died ifk tf$9 

Ci^arles-GuftavttS . i66o 

; tSharles XI, .... I W 

<l6arle«XlI* ^ X718 
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Ladiflaos Sigifinond died in 1648 

John Cafimir abdicated 1 667 

Michad Wieihowiflu died in 1673 

John Srisiefki 1696 

Frcderadc-AuguftuSi ele£br of Saxony 1733 
Suniflaus 

Kinp rf Pruffia. 

\ Frederick I. died in 1713 

' Frcdcrijck- William 1740 

Czars. 

Michad-Foederowttz died in 1645 

:: Al^xis-M ichielowitz X 676 

'^ 'Foedor-Alexiowitz 1682 

. Clwan-Akxioirita 16&8 

: i Pctrr»AI)exk>iritz. 1725 

Marfiah of France^ whs either £ed in the reign flf 
Lewis XIV* er Jerved tender him. 

jyJXbret (Coelar-Phaebas) of the royal hbufe 
of Kavarre^ made marfbal of France in ii>yi> 
fiotwithftanding bis high defceot, be made 00 
. fi;ruple to marry the daughter of Guenegaud^ 
the king's treafurer, a young lady of grett merit. 
He died in i,676« 

UAl^re ( X ves) who ferved in the armies of 

Lewis 3uy . near fix^ years before he was made 

lifiarfh^l of France in 1724. Hediedin 1733* 

; UAsfeldt (Clauid-Fr5incis.Bidfil).. Be acquis 

xed great reputation in the aFt ofiatt^duog^aiid 

de- 
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defending places. He was made tnacflial of 
France in 1734. " 

D*AubuJfon (Francis de la Feuillade), made 
marflial in 1675, the fame who out of gratitudb 
ereded the ftatue of Lewis XIV. in the Square 
des Vi&oires. He died in 1691. His fon was 
not mademarfhal till a long time after his death, 
viz. in 1725. 

lyAurmnt (Anthony), grandfon to the fa- 
mous John Marflial d'Aumont, one of Henry 
IV's great generals. Anthony was greatly in- 
ftruniental in gaining the battle of Rhetel in 
1650. He had the marfhal's ftaff given him las 
a reward. He djed in 166^9. 

De Balincourty made marfhal in 1746. 
. Berwick (James Fitz- James dtrke of), natural 
fon. to James II. king of England, by a flfter of 
the duke of Marlborough. He was created 
duke of Berwick in England by his father. He 
was likewife a duke of Spain and of France: 
he was made marflial in 1 706, and was killed 
at the fiege of Philipfl)urg'in J734. "\ * \ 

Bdjfompiere (Francis de) born in 15799 a man 
well known in the world ; but few people know 
that he'caufed the ditch in the queen's courfe ta 
be lined with flone at his own expcnce. He' 
was^made marflial in 1622, and died in 1646. 
, BelUfonds (Bernardifu^ Gigaulde)^ made mar- 
flial in 1668, died in 1694. 

De BeUe-Isle (Lewis Charles Auguftus de; 
Fouqiiety diftinguiflied himfelf in the war of. 
17x0, is a duke and peer of France, and a prince 
of the empire, made marflial in 1741* 

Bezons (James Bazin de) made marflial In 
1^09, died in i733« 

Biram 
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Biron. ( Armand Charles de Goutaut^ duke of) 
Me revived the ducal dignity in his houfe. 
Though he ferved in all the wars of Lewis 
XIV. and loft an arm at the Hege of L^ndau^ 
he was not mademarfhal till the year 1734. 

Boufflen (Lewis Francis duke of) made mar- 
fhal in 1693, ^^^^ in 17 11. 

Du Bourg^ (Eleonor Maria du Maine, count) 
gained an important battle under Lewis XIV. 
but was not made marflial till 1725, and died 
the fame year. 

Brancas^ (Henry de Villars de Sereft) after \ 
having ferved Lewis XIV. for a great number 
of y.ears, was at length made marflial in 

1734- 

Breze^ (Urban de Maille, marquis of) bro- 
ther-in-law to cardinal Richelieu, was made 
marflial in 1632, afterwards viceroy of Cata- 
lonia, apd died in 1650. 

Broglio ( Vidlor Mauritius ) ferved in all thewars 
of Lewis XIV. and was at length made mar-; 
ihal in 1724, died, in 1727. 

Broglio (Francis-Mary, duke of) fon to the 
former, one of, the beft lieutenant-generals in 
the^wars of Lewis XIV. was, made marflial in . 

1734- 
CajHenau (James de) made, marflial in 1^58, 

mortally wounded the fame year at the fiege of 

Calais. 

Catinat (Nicholas de) made marflial in 1693. 
He blended the talents of the philofopher 
with thofe of the foldier. In the lafl; battle 
in which he commanded, he gave for the 
•word, I^aris and St. Gailian, which letter was 
the name of his country feat, whither he retired 

Vo,L. IX. , I . and 
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and diedf like a philofopher, (after having re- 
fufed the blue ribbon,) in 17 12. 

Chamilli. (Noel Bouton de) He was prefent 
at the fiege of Candia, was made marlhal rn 
170^, and died in 1715. 

Chateau- Renaud (Francis-Lewis RouflTekt de) 
vice-admiral of France, a great fea^officer, was 
made marfhal in 1703, died in 1716. 

Chaulnes (Honorius d'Albre, dutee of) riiadt 
marfhal in 1620, died in 1649. 

Choifeul (Claude de) the thii?d marfhal of 
France of that name, received the flaiF in 1698^ 
died in 1711. 

Cbirambault (Philip Palluau d^) made mair- 
(hal in 1653, died in 1665. 

De CkrTmnt'Tonnerre fcl^ved in the War of 
1701, but wa^ not made marftal tHJ 1747* 

Coigni (Francis de Franquelot) was a long 
time a general officer under Lewis XIV. was 
inade marfhal in 1734. He gained two battles 
Id Italy. 

' Coligni^ (Gafpard de) grtndfon to the admiral 
cf that name. He was made marfhal in 1622, 
and was killed at the head of the rebel army, 
under the count de Soiflbns, at Marfee, ia 
1646. 

Cte^i (Francis de) made marfhal in 1668. 
He had the reputation of being the mofl proper 
officer to fucceed marfhal Turenne. He died 
in 1687. 

D^Eftampes ( Jam^s de la Fcrte-Imbaut) made 
marfhal in 1651, died in 1668. 

!D*E/wj(PVancis Hannibal, duke) made mar- 
lhal ih 1626. It is very remarkable that at tte 
iigeof nin^ty-rthree he was married to bis fecond 
Wife> Mademoifelle de ManicaD, whomifirarried 

by 
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by him. He died in 1670, aged upwards of an 

hundred. 

V D* Etrees {]ohn) made vice-admiral of France 

in 167P, and marflial in 168 1. He dred in 

1707. 

D'Etr(€s (Viaor-Mzrh) fon to John lyEtrees, 
was like his father vice-admiral of France be- 
fore he was marfhal. It is remarkable that he 
commanded in this quality the combined fleets 
of France and Spain in 170 1, was made marfhal 
in 1703, and died in 1707. 

Duras {James Henry de Durfort de) nephew 
to the vifcount of Turenne, was made marfhal 
in 1675, immediately after the death of his 
uncle, died in 1704. 

Dura^ (Jolm de Durfort, duke of) made field 
marfhal by Lewis ^IV. and marfhal of France 

in i74»- 

Fabert (Abraham) made marfhal in 1658. 
People Have been determined to afcribe his for- 
tunes and death to fupernatural caufes ; whereas 
there was nothing extraordinary in him but 
that be made his fortune entirely by his own 
» merit, and that he refufed the ribbon of the 
order ; notwithflanding that they would have 
difpenfed with his giving the requiftte proofe : he 
•died in 1662. 

Fare (de la) fon to the marquis de la Fare, 
fo fikmous for his pleading poetical writings. He 
was an officw in 170 1, and. marfhal in 1746. 

Ferti'Semteterre (Henry^ dyke of la) made 
•oiarfhal in 165 1, died in 1681. 

Force (James Nompar de Caumont de la) made 

marfhal 1622. The fame who efcaped jhc 

great maffacre of St, Bartholomew^, and who 

has given an account of that affair in his me- 

I 2 moirs, 
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moirs, which are ftill prefefved in the family. 
He died in 1652, at the age of 97. 

Foucault ("Lewis) count of Daugnon, made 
marfhal in 1653, died in 1659. 

Gajfton ( John de) was bred up under the 
great Guftavus, made marfhal in 1643* ^^ 
was a Calvinift by religion. He would nevet 
marry, faying, that he fet too little value upon 
life to fhare it with any one. He was killed 
at the fiegc of Lens in 1647. 

Gramont (Anthony de) made marfhal in 1641, 
died in 1678. 

Gramont (Anthony de) grandfon to the for- 
mer, m^de marfhal in 1724. He was father 
to the duke of Gramont, who was killed at the 
battle of Fontenoi. He died in 1725. 

Grancei .(James Rouxel, count of) made mar.* 
flial in 1 65 1, died in 1680. 

Gtt^^m«/(John'^Baptift de Budes) made mar- 
Ibal in 1642, one of the moft famous foldiers of 
his time. He was killed in 1643, at the fiegc 
of Rotweil, and interred-with great funeral pomp 
in the church of Notre-Dame. 

i/ar^^z/r/ (Henry, duke of) made marfhal in 
1703, died in 17 18. His fon has fince been 
made a marfhal in 1746. 

Hocquincourt (Charles de'Mouchi) made mar- 
fhal in 1 65 1, was killed in the fervice of the 
enemy before Dunkirk in 1658. 

Hopital (Nicholas de V) captain of the guards 
of Lewis XIIL made matfhal in 1617 for kil- 
ling marfhal d'Ancre. But he was deferving qf 
that dignity befides by many noble a<ftions. We 
reckon him among the marfhals of this age, 
becaufe he died under the reign of Lewis XIv. 
in 1644. 
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Humieres (Lewis dcCrevan, marquis of) made 
maifhal in 1668, died in 1694. 

Joyeufe (John-Armand de) made marfhal of 
France in 1693, died in 17 10. 

D^Efengheiny an officer under Lewis XIV. 
made marfhal in 1741. 

Lorgey (Guy Alphonfo de Durfort de) ne- 
phew to the vifcount of Turenne, made mar- 
flial in 1676, died in 1702. 
. Luxembourg (Francis- Henry de Montmo- 
rcnci, duke of) was bred up under the great 
Conde, made marlhal in 1675. There have 
been feven marfhals of France of this name, 
exdufive of conftables ; and there has oot been 
a reign fince the eleventh century without fomc 
perfon of this family at the head of the armies. 
He died in 1695. 

Luxembourg (Chriftian- Lewis de Montmo- 
renci) fon to the former. He diftinguifbedhim- 
felfin the warof 1701, was made a marfhal 
in 1747. 

- MmlUboUy fon to the minifter of ftate Def- 
iQarets, having diflinguifhed himfelf on every 
occafion fince the war of 1701, he was made 
marfhal in 1741. 

- Marfin or Marchin (Ferdinand count of) 
having left the fervice of the houfe of Auftria 
for that of France, he was made marfhal in 
1703, and died at Turin in 1706. 

- De MatigHon (Charles-Auguflus Goion de 
Gace) made marflial in 1708, died in 1729. 

Maulevrier-Langeronj made marfhal, 1745* 
Medavi (James Leonor Rouxel de Grancei; 

count of) was not made marfhal till the year. 

1724, though he gained a complete vidtory in 

1706. He died in 1725. 

. I 3 De 
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De la Meilleraie (Charles de la Portc}' Was 
made marfhal in 1639, in the reign of Lewis 
XIII. who prefented him with the marfhal'^ 
ftaft', on the breach of the city of Hedio. He 
was grand- maftec of the ordnance ; and had 
the chara<S^er of being the beft officer in France 
for the conduct of a nege. He died in 1664. 

Alontefquiou (Peter, count of Artagnan) mads 
marflial in 1709, died in 17^* 

Monirtvel (Nicholas Auguftus de la Baume) 
made roarlhal in 1703^ died in 1716. 

Mote-Hmdanc^uri (Philip de la) made mar- 
fhal in 16429 and confined in the caftle of 
Pierre-en- Ccfe, in 1643. It 18 obfervable, that 
there was not one general during the admini« 
ftrations of Richelieu and Ma2arin» but tbat 
were either baniflied or imprifoned. He died 
in 1657. His grandfon was made a mar£hal in 

'747- 

Nangis^ (Lewis Armandde Brichanteau.) He 
ferved with reputatiou under marflbal Villars^ 
in the war of 1701, and was made a marihal 
himfelf by Lewis XV", 

Navailles (Philip de Montaud de Benac, duke 
of) made marfhal in 1675. Commanded at 
Candia) under the duke of Beaufort, and fuc- 
ceeded him at his death. He died in 1684. 

NoaiiUs (Anne Julius, duke of) made mar- 
fhal in 1693. He fignalized himfelf in Spain, 
.where he gained the battle of Ter. He died in 
1708. 

NcaiUes {Mx\Ati Maurice) fon to the former, 
was made general and commander in chief in 
Roufiillon in 1706, and grandee of Spain, after 
having taken Gironne. He was not made mar- 
ihal of France tiJL 1734.. He had the dire£lion 

of 
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qf ihe finances in 17 15; and has fihce been 
miniftcr of ftate. 

PUJfiS'PraUn (Caefar, duke of Choifeul, count 
of) m^de mar&a] in ^6^45. He had the honour 
of beating the vifcount of Turenne, at Rhet^r> 
in 1650- He died in 1675. 

Puifegur (James de Chaftenet de) made 
na^arflial in 1734, fon to James Puifegur, lieu«« 
tenant-general, under Lewis XIII. and Lewis 
XIV. who gained great reputation^ and left a 
volume of memoirs. The marfhal himfelf has 
Written upon war. He was a perfon confulted 
^ the minifiry upon all critical occafions. 

JUcbeUm (Lewis Francis Armand du Fleffis^ 
4uke of J a brigadier uaider Lewis XIV. gene- 
ral and com^mander in chief at Genoa, mad« 
tfiftrdial in 1748, took, the ifland of Minorca 
from the Snglifh in 1756, 

Roch^rt (Henry Lewis,. marquis of Alongni^ 
tnci marquis of) made marfhalin 1675^ diej 
in 16.76. 

Rciquekure (Anthony Gafton John Baptift, 
duke of) made maifhal in 1724. 

Pxfen (Conrad de) general to James IL ill 
Ireland, made marflialin 1703^ died in 1715* 

Smni-Luc (Timokond'£pinai de) ipn*'to th« 
valiant Sfsint-Luc, w/hofe panegyri<; i'« to hr 
found in Brantome. He was made m^ih^\ in 
1628, died in 1644. 

Si^tfmbgrg (Frederick Armand) was bred up 
imdeir Frederick Henry, prince of Orange, 
made marflial in 16.75, duke of MertoJ^ in Por^ 
tugal, goyernof and ceneraliifimp of Pruffia* 
duke axi^ eeneral in England. He was a zear- 
jbus proteSant, and quitted France upQO the 
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revocation of the.edi£t of Nantz. He was 
killed at the battle of the Boyne in 1690. 

Schulembeurg (John del count of Mondejeau, 
a native of Pruilia, made marihal in 1658 ; 
died in 1671. 

Tallard (Camillus d'Oftun, duke of). He 
concluded the two Treaties of Partition, was 
made marftial of France in 1703, minifter of 
ftate in 1726, and died in 1728. 

^^^ (Rene de Frouillai) made marfhal in 
1703, died in 1725. 

Turenne (Henry de la Tour, vifcount of^ 
tjorn in 161 1, made marfhal of France in 1644-, 
field-mar (hal-general ia 1 660; died in 1675. 

Fauhan ("Sebaftian le Pretre, marquis of^ 
'made marfhal in 1703, died in 1707. 

yiltars ('Lewis CI audio, duke of J who took 
the name of Hefior, made marfhal in 1704, 
prefldent of the council of war iii 17 18, repre- 
fented the conftable of France at the coronation 
of Lewis XV. in 1722, 'and died in 1734. 

Vilkroi (Nicholas de Nieuville, duke of) go- 
vernor to Lewis XiV. 1646, made inarfhal the 
lame year, and died in 1685. 

Villeroi (Francis de Nieuville, duke of) fon 
to the former, governor to Lewis XV. made 
marfhal in 1693. His father and himfelf were 
chiefs of the council of the finances ; a title with* 
out office, but which gave them a right to a 
feat in the king's council. He died in 1730. 

Fivmne (Lewis-Viftorde Rochechouart, duke 
of) gonfalonier, or great Aandard-bearer to the 
church, general of the gallies, viceroy of Mef- 
•fina, and marfhal of France in 1675. He Is 
not reckoned the principal marihal of the navy, 

as 
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as he fervcd a confiderable time by land. He 
died in 1688. 

D'Uxelles (Nicholas Chalon du Ble, marquis) 
made marfhal in 1703, and prefident of the 
council for foreign affairs in 1718. He died in 
1730- 

Great Admirals of France in the Reijs^n of Lewis 
■^ XIV. ^ ^ 

Armand de Maille, marquis of Breze, made 
grand-mafter, chief, and fupcrintendant-gene- 
ral of navigation and commerce, in France, in 
1643 5 was killed at fea by a cannon-ball, June 
14, 1646. 

Anne of Auftria, queen-regent of France, 
fuperintendant of the French feas in 1646, re- 
signed in 1650. 

Ca&far, duke of Vendome, and of Beaufort, 
made grand-mafter and fuperintendant-general 
of navigation and commerce in France in 1650^ 

Francis de Vendome, duke of Beaufort, fon 
to Caefar, was killed at the battle of Candy, 
June 25, 1679. . 

Lewis of Bourbon, count of Vermandois, 
legitimated fon of France, made admiral in 
the month of Auguft 1669, when only two 
years of age j, died in 1683. 

Lewis Alexander of Bourbon, legitimated fon 
. of France, count of Touloufe ; made admiral ii% 
1683, died in 1737^ 

Generals of the Galleys of France • 

Armand, John du Pleffis, duke of Richelieii, 

peer of France, made in 1643, during the life- 

I S lima 
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time of Francis his father, re(igne4 this pofffn* 
1661, and was fucceeded by 

Francis, marquis of Crequy, who like wife 
refigned in 1669, a year after being named mar* 
fhal of France. 

Lewis ViAor de Rochechouart, Count and 
afterwards duke of Vivonne, prince of Tonnai- 
Cbarente » made in 1*669^ 

Lewis de Rochechouart, duke of Mortemar, 
in reverfion from his father, died April 3, i688«. 

Lewis- Atlguftus of Bourbon, legitimated fon 
of France, prince of Dombcs, duke «f Maine 
and Aumaie; made in i688^» refigned in 1694. 

Lewis Jofeph, duke of Vendome, made in 
1694, died in 1712. 

' Rene, Sire de Frouillai, count of Tefle, made 
marfliat of France in 1712, and refigned in 
1716. 

The chevalier D'Orleans, made in 1716, 
died in 1 748. Since his death, this dignity has 
been united to the Admiralty. 

ChanciJlori, 

Charles de L'Aubepine, de Chateau* 

neuf, keeper of the feals, died in ^653; 

Peter Seguier 1672 

Matthew Mole, keeper of the feali 1656 

Stephen D*Aligre 1677 

Michael le Tellier - 1685 

Lewis Boucherat ^^99 

Lewis Phelipeaux de Pontehartram,. died 

in 1727^ continued in office till 17^4 

Daniel Francis Voifin > 7 ^ 7 

Julius Mazarin, cardinal^ prime-minifter, 
^ied in 1(64 
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SupirktendmU of tin FinancH* 

CI. Bouthillier,. died in 165 1 

Abel Serviea 16591 

CI. de Mefinet, dumt D^Avaux 2650 

Nictiolas Bailleul 1652 

CharleS'dtt Iji Nicuville 1653 
i^m^ii) (his name was Michael PerticelU) 

I^en^e de Longuiel de Maifoju 1677 

J^kiiolas Fouqoet ^^ 166a 

. . Secretaries of Static 

Beni^-Auguftus de LemjNftif 4e firienaCf 

dlod in l^^ 

CI. Bouthillier, fuperintendant of the 

finances J 651 

Lewis Phelipeaux de la Vrilliere 1681 

Abel Servien, fuperintendanc of the 

finances- 1659 

Leon Bouthillier de Chavigni 165I 

Fr. Sublet des Noyers, fuperintendant of 

the buildings ' 1645 

H. de Guenegaud'dfe Planci 1676 

Michael le Tellier, chancellor 1685 

Lewis Phelipeaux de la Viilliere,. refigned 

in 1669 

Hugh de Lionne 1671 

Henry Lewis de Lomenie d&Bnenne 1683- 
John Baptift.Colbert, comptroller-general 1683 
jqhn Baf tift Colbert de Seignelai 1 690 

f When this nan was arrefted^ the office of fuperinten- 
dant of the financee was fuppreifed. 

16 Fr. 
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Fr. Michael le Tellier de Louvois 1691 

Ch. Colbert de Croiffi 1696 

Simon Arnauld de Pompone ^^99 

Baltheazar Phelipeaux de Chateauneuf 1700. 
Lewis Francis Mary le Tellier de Barb^- 

fieux 1701 

Lewis Phelipeaux dePontchartrain> chan- 
cellor 17^7 
Dan. Fr. Voifin, chancellor 1717 
Lewis Phelipeaux de la Vrilliere 1725 
Michael Chamillard> comptroller-general 

of the finances 1721 

Jerom Phelipeaux de Pontchartrain, rc- 

figned in 1715, died in 1747 

John Baptift Colbert de Torci 1746 



CHAP. 
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A Catalogue of moft of the French Writers 
who flourifhed in the Age of Lewis XIV. to 
ferve towards ^ the Literary Hiftory of that 
Age. 

ABaMi (James) was born in Bearn in 1558*'^ 
•^^, He was celebrated for his Treatife upon the 
Chriftian Religion \ but he afterwards hurt the 
reputation of that work by another, called the 
Opening of the feven Seals. He died in Ire- 
land in 1727. 

Abadie^ otVAbadie^ (John) was born in the 
province of Guienne in 161 o. He was firft a 
Jefuit, then a Janfenift, and afterwards a Pro^^ 
teftant ; and at laft wanted to form a fe£l of his. 
own, and unite with La Bourignon, who made;. 
him this reply, ** That every one had their parti- 
cular fliare of the holy fpirit, and that her's was 
greatly fuperior to his." He has left thirty^one 
volumes of fanatical writings. I have given htm 
a place here only as an example of the weaknels 
of human underftanding. He was not, how-* 
ever, without his difciples. He died at Altena in 
1674. 

Jbkmcourt (Nicholas Ferret d'), of an ancient 
family, of the parliament of Paris, was born at 
Vitri in 1606. He was an elegant tranflator, 
and every one of his performances of this kind 
was called the Beautiful Infidel. He 4ied poor 
in 1664. 

Acberi (Luke d*), a Benedi£tine monk : he was 
a great and judicious compUer ; he ym born in 
16099 and died in 1685. 
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Alexander ( Noel ), a Dominican, born atr 
Rouen in 1639. He was author of many theo- 
logical pieces \ and had great difputes, concern- 
ing Che Chinefe evftciiBfis, with the Jiefuice that 
leturoed firoai thence : he4ied id 1724. 

Amel^ d^ k Bfiuf^it (Nic4>ola^ was bortr at 
Orleans in 1634. His tranflation yi^ith politicat 
notes, and his hiftorical writings, are greatly 
fQUgkl aiier; but bis alphabetical Momws are 
vary £u^fty. He was thcfirft wbo ever Ajrst(hed 
a truB idcft jof the Veaetian government. The 
fenatc took umbrage at his hsBory, being fttll' 
prepoffefled with the oM oDiftaken notion,' thftt 
there are certain political myfteries which ougHt^ 
not to be jrBveal«4. Sia^e tken, hewever, it has- 
been difcev^ered that there aee no fiich myfieries, 
ami that true policy conGfts in being rich, aind 
keeping go<)d armiee on foot. Amelbt traiiilatcd 
andromoMfhiad upon Machiavers Prince, a work 
whkh wac long the favmirite of pe^y lord?, who* 
difputed £br iH goiAcraed ter riM>ries ; but became 
uTeleft at the time that fo mahy mighty prinGe9,. 
alnraya in 4irmc, fupprefled the ambitious views of 
tkke weaker. Amelot thought hifsielf tbe great- 
eft politician in Europe ; but he couU never rife 
afao^r a middling ftation, and at length died ex- 
tremely poor : the reafon was, that he was a po^ 
litioian in genius oniy, and not iii cbarador. He 
fSedin 1706. 

, jtmikttt (Dionis), born at Saintongoe in i6o6i 
He longed to the oratory : he is principally 
kfioYn by a tolerable good veriton of the New 
Teftament. He died in 1678. 

. jAM»/0ttf (.Wifiiam), born ^t Paris !o 1663: 
he wot an evcelient mifcrmawciag. He died in 
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Ancillon (David) was born at Metz in i6f 7 : 
he was a Calvintfty and, together with his (on 
CbarUs, who died at Berlin in 17x59 gained 
fbme literary reputation. 

Jnfilm^ an Auguftin monk. He .was the iirfl: 
who compiled a genealogical hiftory of the great 
officers of the crown, which has been continued 
sud augmented by Du Fourni, auditor of ac« 
counta. We have but a very confoied notion of 
what conflituces the great officers of the crown* 
It it generally thought they are thofe who hear 
the tiUe of great, in virtue of their office ; as 
grand mailer oi the horfe^ and grand cupbearfr :. 
but the conftables, the n»ar(hals, and the chan* 
cellars, are great officers, though they do not 
bear the title of gre^it ; and there are others who 
do bear this title, and yet are not reckoned gr^at 
officers. The captain of the guards^ and the futt 
gentleqaan of the bedchamber, are^ in fa£l, be- 
come great officers, though they are not reck- 
oned fuch by father Aifyfeioi. However, there i» 
nothing certain on this head; and there is aa 
great con/u&on arid uncertainty in regard to all 
the rights, apd ^tles in France, a» there is order 
an^ regjuilation in the adminiftration. He died 
in 1694. 

^r«<»MA/<( Anthony), a dodlorof theSorbonne^ 
born in i6i2> and the twentieth fon of that 4r- 
nauld who pleaded againft the Jefuits. He i» 
ttniverfally known for his eloquence, his erudi- 
tion, and his d^fputes, which acquired him fo 
much reput^ion, and made him at the faqia 
time io MnfQriunaie, according to our ordinary 
ijea^ ^ thirds,, whi^h place» exile and poverty lir 
the number of misfortunes, without reflecting that 
gl^ry^^ friends, and an healthy old age, vvefe the 
X por- 
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portion of this famous man. It is faid, in the 
fupplement to Moreri, that Arnauld, in 1689, 
in order to ingratiate himfelf with the court, 
compofed a libel againft king William, under* 
the title of *^ a true PiSure of William- Henry 
of NafEiu, the modern Abfalom, Herod, Crom* 
well, and Nero.*' This ftile, which refembles 
that of father Garafie, is very unlike Arnauld's. 
Befides, he never entertained a notion of flatter- 
ing the court. A book with fo grofs a title 
would have met with a very bad reception from 
Lewis XIV. and thofe who afcribe this work, 
sind the view in which it was written*, to* the 
famous Arnauld,^ are ignorant that writing books' 
was no kind of introdu6lion to that court. Thi» 
great man died at Brufiels in 1694. 

Amauld d'AnSlhf (Robert)) elder brother ta 
the former, was born in 1588. He was one of 
the great writers of Port-Royal. His tranflation 
of Jofephus, which is the moft eftecmcd of all 
his works, was prefented by him to Lewis XIV.. 
at the age of 85. He was father of Srmon Ar- 
nauld, marquis of Pompone and minifier of 
flate, who, notwithftanding his high charadter 
andintereft, was unable to prevent thedifgrace 
which befel his uncle the do£lor of the Sorbonne, 
on account of hisdifputes. He died in 1674. 

Aubignac (Francis d'). He ^as born in 1604, 
He had never any other mafter but htmfelf : he 
was attached to cardinal RicheKeu ; but a great 
enemy to Corncille. His Pratique des Theatres^ 
orPradice of the Stage, ftill contmuesto be read ; 
but he plainlv proved by his tragedy of Zenobia,.' 
that knowledge does not give talents. He died 
in 1676, 

Aubri 
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JiAri (Anthony) was born in 1616. Wc 
have the lives of cardinal Richelieu and Maza* 
rin written by him, which, though indifferent 
produdions in themfelves, afford ibme infiruc- 
lion. He died in 1695. 

D^Auno't (the countefs). Her Memoirs and 
Travels into Spain, together with fome romances 
written in an eafy fiile, have gained her fome 
reputation. She died in 1705. 
, D^Juvrigni^ the Jefuit. Hejis author of " A 
new Method of writing Hiftory.'* We have his 
*^ Chronological Annals from the Year 1 601 to 
1 715,'' in vi^ich every thing of importance that 
palled in Europe, duung that fpace of time, is 
ac;<:urately and concifely related. He is very ex* 
a^ in the dates of his tranfa£lions. No writer 
has ever made a jufier diftindion between truth, 
falfhood, and uncertainty. He has IJkewife 
compofed Eccleitafiical Memoirs ; but unhappily 
they are tamted with a party*fpirit. Marcet and 
he have both been eclipfed by the prefideiU He* 
naut in his Chronological Hiflory of France^ . 
.which is the mod cpncife, and at the fame time 
the moft complete work of the kind ever pub- 
lifhed, and the moft convenient for the reader. . 

Batllit (Adrian) was born in the neighbour- 
hood of Beauvais in 1649 : he was a famous cri* 
tic. He died in 1706. 

Baluze (Stephen), of the Limoufin, born in 
1631. He formed the colleflion of MS. in Col- 
bert's library : .he continued his labours until the 
age of eighty-eight. We are indebted to him 
for feven volumes of ancient Monumefn^s. ' He 
fuffered exile for defending the pretenfions of 
^be cardinal de Bouillon, who imagined himfelf 
independent of the king, and founded his pre- 
tenfions 
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tcnfiong on being bora of a foveie^n prince, 
during the tim« when that priace was ftitl in pof- 
feilion of Sedan. He died in 1 718. 
- Balzac Q^hxuL^vfls) was bom in 1594* He 
was wery eloquent, and th< firft who founded the 
prize for eloquence : he had the patent of htlio- 
riogrepher M France, and coiinfeUor of ftat^, 
which he called ijplendid trifles. He died in 



1654. 

Bari 



3arheirac (John^ was. bom at Besiers iii 1674. 
He was a CaNiaift, was pcofefibr of law and 
Vf Aory ac Laufanne, and was the traniiator and 
eomnnentator of PuiScadoff and Groiius;. The& 
freatifesupon th^ laws, of nations, and upon peace 
and war, which kavie never been (lervlceable 10 
any treaty of peace, nor iit aay^ declaration of 
war, nor to focucc ihe right of any perfon^ feem 
to be a oonfobtion to the people fqr the evUs 
wh;ich have been wrought by force and policy^ 
by giving them fu^h an idea oif juftice as fe^ms^ 
Kke the portraits of ce^ebratad peribns, to ihiew 
• us thofe we cannot otherwife fee« He died in 
^729. 

> Barkier^Darcoari (John), known among the 
Jefuits by the name of the Advocate Sacrus, and 
in the world by his Criticifm on the Dialogues of 
Father Bouhours, and by his excellent pleading 
for a perfon who was put to the rack. He was 
a long time proteded by Colbert, whp made him 
comptroller of the king's buildings ; but having 
k>ft his protestor, be dncd in mifery in 1694. 

Barbiir (mademoifelle). This lady wrote fe^ 
vera! tragedies. 

Bar&n (Michael). The pieces which he pub- 
liflbed under his own nai^e are thought not te 
be his : his chief excellence was as a player, in 

whicb> 
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which art he rofe to a degree of perfection rare- 
ly to be found, and that kerned peculiar to him- 
fclf. The theatric art requires all the gifts of 
nature, joined to a great underftanding and un- 
wearied application \ and yet this art do oaany 
©bftinately contemn. The preachers were fre- 
quently wont to come to the houfe, and fit in ^ 
clofe box, with a grate before it, to ftudy Baron, 
and afterwards go and dechim againft the fiage/ 
It is cuftomary for the Confefibr of a player, whQ 
is about to die, to require h^m to renovince his 
profeflion. Baron had quitted thefiagein 1691^ 
upon fome diflike ; and returned to it again in 
1720, when he was (ixty- eight years oM. He 
(Continued (o be admired as a player until 1729 : 
he was then near feventy-eight, and retired fiom 
the ftage a fecond time, and died the fame year. 
On his death-bed he protefted^ that he had never 
had the leaft fcrtiple to repeat before, the public 
the mafter-pieces of wit and morality of the ceU* 
brated writers of the nation ; and that be thought 
nothing could be fo abfufd as to annex an idea 
of ihame to the repeating that which it wasglo^ 
riotts to compofe* 

Bafnage (James) was born at Rouen in i653. 
He was a Caivinift, and a paftor at the Hague i 
Imt be was fitter to be a minider of ftate than of 
« pariih. Of ail his hooks, his hiftory of the 
Jews, of the United Provinces, and of the 
Churcii, are the moft efteemed. Books on tem-^ 
porary fubje^s die with the circumftapces that 
gave birth to them, while works of generiil uti* 
lity remain for ever. He died in 1723* 

Bafnagi di Bi(^^l (Henry) of Rouen» pro- 
fefied the law in H^land^ but wa^ more of a 
philofopheri and wrote^afW Toleratioo in Re- 
ligion, 
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ligion. He was a man of great induiliy, and 
publiflied an edition of Furecter's Diftionary 
with additions. He died in ijio. 

Bajfompiere (Francis, marfhal of). Though 
his memoirs propcrlv belong to the age preced- 
ing that of Lewis XlV. yet we give. him a place 
in this catalogue, as having died in 1646. • 

Baudran (Michael) was bK>rn at Paris in 163J. 
He was a geographer, but inferior in reputation 
to Sanfon. He died in 1700. 

Bayli (Peter) was born at Carlat, in the 
county of Foix, in 1647. He retired into Hol- 
land rather as a philofopker than a Calvinift* 
He was perfecuted in his life-time by Jurieux, 
land after his death by the enemies to philofophy. 
Could he have forefeen how univerfally his Dic- 
tionary would be read, he would have made it 
ftlll more ufeful, by retrenching obfcure and in- 
creaftng the illuftrious names : he is more ef* 
teemed for his excellent manner of reafoning than 
for his fiile, that bemg frequently too prolix* 
loofe, and incorrefl; and fometimes fo famr* 
liar as to fmk into a. degree of lownefs : he 
was rather a great logician than a profound phi* 
lofopherj he underftood fcarcely any thing of 
natural philofophy, and w'&s wholly unacquaint- 
ed with - the dikroveries of the great Newton. 
Almoflr all his pbilofophical articles take for 
granted, or elfe contrs^id a Cartefian theory, 
which has no longer any exiftence : he knew 
no other definition of matter than extent : 
its other acknowledged or fuppofed properties 
l>ave at length given birth to true philofophy* 
. There have been new demonftrations and new 
doubts, fo that the fceptical Bayle is in fevcral 
places hot enough of the fceptic : he lived and 

died 
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died like a wife man. Des Maifeux has written 
bis life, of which he has made a large volume, 
wher^s it ought not to have exceeded fix pages. 
The life of a fedeotary writer is to be found in 
bis works. He died in 1706. 

BeaumMt di Perefixe (Hardouin) was precep- 
tor to Lewis XIV. and archbifliop of Paris. His 
Hiftory of Henry IV. which is only an abridg- 
ment, infpires us with a love for that great 
prince, and is well calculated to form a good 
king. He compofed it for the ufe of his royal 
pupil. It was thought that Mezerai had a (hare 
in writing it : there is indeed a good deal of his 
manner in it ; but Mezerai was not mailer of 
that afFeding ftile in many places fo worthy 
of the prince whofe life Perefixe wrote, and of 
him to whom he addrefled it. Thofe excellent 
cOunfels for governing alone were not inferted 
until the fecond edition, after the death of car- 
dinal Mazarin. We can form a much jufler 
idea of Henry IV. from a pcrufal of this hifto- 
ry, than from that of Daniel, which is written 
in a dry manner, and has too much about father 
Cotton, and too little concerning the great qua- 
lities of Henry IV. and the particulars of the 
life of this excellent king. Perefix affei9s every 
feniible heart, and makes us adore the memory 
of this' prince, whofe wcaknefles were only 
thoie of an amiable man, and whofe virtues were 
- thofe of a great one. He dved in 1670. 

Beaufgbre (Ifaac de) was born at Niort in 
1659, of a family diftinguiihed in the profeffion 
of arms. He was one of thofe who have done 
honour to their country, which they have been 
obliged to quit. His Hiftory of Manicheanifm 
is one of the moft learned, curious, and beft 

written 
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written pieces extant : here we fiiid deafir ex* 
plttned the philoibphical religion of the IVlaoes^ 
wbkh was foraied upon the xiogoias of the 
lentient Zoroafter and Hermes, which for a long 
lime reduced St. Auguitine himielf. This hif* 
lory is enriched with many curious things in an- 
tiquity; but after all, this, like To many other 
excellent works, is only a colledion of bumaa 
errors. He died at Berlin in 1738. 

Benferade (Ifaac de) was bom in Normandjf 
in 1612. His little houfe at Gentilli, to which 
he retired towards the end of his life, was filled 
with infcriptions in verfe, which were of more 
^orth than his other works : it is pity they 
were never colle£led. He died in 1691. 

Bergier (Nicholas) had the title of hiftorio- 
grapher of France ; buc he is better known by 
his curious Hiftory of the great Roads of the 
Roman Empire, which are now furpafled by 
t>ur8 in beauty, but not in folidity. His ion 
put the finifliing hand to this ufeful work, and 
prinjted it under the i«ign of Lewis XIV. Ber- 
girr died in 1613. 

Btrnard (Mademoifelle) has written fimie 
dramatic pieces, in conjunftion with the famous 
Bernard de Fontenelle. It may not be impro- 
per to obferve in this place, that the allegori- 
cal fable of Imagination and Happinefi, which 
has been publilhcd under her name, was writ- 
ten by La Parifiere, bifliop of Nimes, (iicce&r to 
Flechicr. 

Bernard (James) of Dauphiny was bom in 
1658. He was a man cf great learning and 
knowledge : hit journals have been efteemed. 
He^ied'inlkllaad in 1718. 

i ^ Bemier 
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Bimier \Francis} fiiroamed the Mogul, was 
born at Angers about the year 16^25. He was 
eight years pb'yfician to the emperor of the In- 
dies : his voyages are' curious : he wanted, witk 
GafTendi, to revive in part the Epicurean 'fyflem 
of Atoms, in which he was certainly much in 
the Tight ; for the fpecies could not be always 
reproduced alike, unlels the Jirft principles were 
themfelves invariable : but at that time ihe ro- 
mantic doclrine of De(carces was all the faifhion. 
He died like a true philofopher in 1688. 

Bigmn (Jerom) born in 1590. He has left 
a name greater than his works : he lived before 
the time of^good literature. The parliatnent, 
to which he was advocate-general, with reafon 
reveres his niemory. He died in 1656, 

Billaut ('Adam) known by the name of Mai- 
tre Adam, or M after Adam, a joiner of Nevers. 
We muft not fuffer fo extraordir^ry a perfon to 
go unnoticed, who, without any learning, be- 
came a poet in his (hop : nor can we pafs over 
the following rondeaux of his, which is much 
better than many of Benferade's. 

Pour U guerir de mU feiatique^ 
^«i te retient^ comme un paraUtique^ 
Bntre deux drops fans aucun mouvement^ 
Pnn moi deux brocs jd*un fin jus defarment ; 
Puis li comment on le mot en pratique. 
Pteps-en deux d^i^is, IS hi en ehauds les applique 
Sur rSpidefme m la doubur te pique^ 
Et tv hoiras k rejie promptenuntj 

Pour te guerir* , 
Sur ^et avis ne fois point heretique ; 
Car je tefais un ferment aut^tifue, 
J^'Jl ^ ifHims ct doux midi^^ment^ 

Ton 
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Tan Midecin pour tm fiulagement 
Fera fejfai de ce qu^il communiquiy 
Pottr te giiprtr. 

To cure thee of that curs'd arthritic^ 
Which keeps thee like a paralytic. 
Between two (heets deprived of motion. 
Provide two flalks of fov'rcign potion. 
The grape's beft Juice, that grand fpccific 
Part warm apply, thy pains terrific 
Will fly before its pow'r pacific ; 
Then drink the reft with pure devotion j 

And this will cure thee. 
But, if in faith thou*rt not prolific. 
To make it ftiU more fcientific. 
Thy do<^or fliall confirm this notion. 
And drink it up, were it an ocean. 
To prove its virtue fudorific ; 

I can aiTure thee. 

He had penfions both fcom cardinal Richelieu 
and Gafton brother to Lewis XIII. He died in 
1662. 

Bochart (Samuel) was born at Rouen in 1599. 
He was a Calvinifi-, and one of the moft learnt 
men in Europe for languages and hiftory : he 
was one of thofe who went to Sweden at once 
to inftruft and admire the famous queen Chrif' 
tina. He died in 1667. 

• Boileau Defpreaux {i^\c\io\2s) of the academy. 
He was born in the village of Grone, in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, in 1636 : he made his 
firft eflay at the bar, and afterwards entered into 
the college of the Sorbonne : but alike 'd)fpleafed 
with the tricks of both, he gave hinlffe If up en- 
tirely to the impulfe of his -geitius^ ^md.bedtnic 
2 the 
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Ae boQOur of France. His works have been al- 
ready So much commented upon, that any pane- 
gyric kere would be fuperfluous. He died in 
1711. 
'^ Baileau (Giles) born at Paris in 163 1. He 
was the elder brother of the famous Boileau. 
There are ibme tranflatiofis of his which are of 
more worth than his verfes. He died in 1669- 

-Boikau (James) another elder brother of Dcf- 
preaux, and a do^or of the Sorbonne. He had 
a whimiical genius, and wrote fome pieces of 
an extraordinaiy kind, in as extraordinary Latin, 
aamely. The Hiftory of the Flagellantes, or 
Flogger&; Les Attouchemens Impttdiques^ the Laf- 
civious Touches ; Les Habits dei Pritns^ the 
Priefts Drefies, &c. He died in 1 7 1 6. 

Boifrobirt (Francis le Mete!) more famous for 
being a favourite of cardinal Richelieu, and for 
bis good fortune, than for his merit : he com- 
pofed eighteen dramatic pieces, which met with 
no favour but from his patron. He died in 
1662, 

. . Bo'voin (John) was born in Normandy in 1633, 
was brother to Lewis Boivin, and like him fur- 
niflied lights for the better underftanding the 
Greek writers. He died in 1726. 

Du Bos (the Abbe.) His hiftory of the League 
Qf Cambray, is a learned, political, and intereft- 
Hig work. It gives an infight into the cuftoms 
and manners of thefe times, and may juftly be 
efteemed a model in this kind of writing : his 
refle6iions on poetry, painting, and mufic, are 
read with emolument by all artifls. It is the moft 
ufefut performance of the kind that has appeared 
on thofe fubjefts in any nation of Europe. The 
chief excellence of this work is, that with a very 

Vol, IX, K few 
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few errors, it abounds with juft, ntw^ and learned 
reflexions. It is not a methodical work ; but: 
the author thinks himfelf, and teaches his rea- 
ders to think. With all that, he was ignorant of 
mufic, he never wrote a line of poetry, and dfd 
rot pofiefs a fingle pi£kure : but he had read# 
^en, heard, and reiSe&ed a great deal. He died 
in 1742. 

Bojii (Rene le) a regular canon of St. Gene- 
vieve. He was born at Paris in 1631 : he at- 
tempted to reconcil^e Ariftotle and Defcartes, 
without refle£ling that both thexxie and tho 
other ought to be thrown afide : his treatife on 
epic poetry is in great reputation ; .but it mil 
never form poets. He died in 1680. 

Bojfuet (James Benignus) of Dijon, was born 
in 1627 : he was bifliop of Condom, and after- 
wards of Meaux. W^ have fifty-one different 
pieces of his writing ; but his Funeral Orations, 
and hb Difcourfe on Univerfal Hiftory, are the 
works that have immortalized bis^nanie. le 
has been feveral times afTerted ia print, that this 
bifhop was noarried, and that St. Hyacinthus, 
who was famous for the {hare he. had in the tit^ 
tie joke of Matanaflus, pafTed for his fon$ but 
there never was any proof of this. A family 
of eminence in Paris, which has produced fe- 
veral -perfons of diftinguiflied . merit, affirm, 
that there was a private contraft:x)f marriage 
between Boffuet, when very young, and one 
mademoifelles ^g^ Vieux ; that this lady made a 
facrifice of her pailions and. hopes to the imereft. 
of her lover, whofe eloquence bid fair to pro* 
cure him confiderable advancemient in the church,, 
and confented to give up the contra£l, as the- 
marriage had not been confummated \ that Bof<v 
2 fuct. 
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iiiet, releafed from hi? engagements, entered into 
holy orders ; and that after his death this fa- 
mily had the fettling of this affair, and declare 
that the lady never made an ill ufe of the dan- 
gerous fecrets (he was miftrefs of : (he always 
lived in a chafte and re/peftful friendfhip with 
the bifhop of Meaux, who enabled her to pur- 
chafe the little eftate of Maulion, about five 
leagues, drftant from Paris, of which (he took 
the title, and lived to almofl the age of an hun- 
dred. It is moreover pretended that this great 
man's fi^ntiments as ^ philofopher were different 
from what he taught as a divine, like [a learned 
magiltrate, who at the fame time that he gives 
ftntcnce, according to the letter of the law, 
may in private rife fuperior to it by the force of 
his genius. He died in 1704. 

Boucienu de Valhonnais (John Peter) was born 
at Grenoble in 1651 : he made feveral voyages 
in the early part of his life, and was on board 
the Englifh fleet at the fea-fight oflFSolebay : he 
was afterwards prefident of the chamber of ac* 
counts' in Dauphiny : his memory is flill held 
dear by the inhabitant's of Grenoble, for the 
good be did in that place, and to all' men of 
learning for his noble enquiries : he concipofed 
his Memoirs of Dauphiny when he was blindl 
from what was read to him. He died in 1 730. 

Bouhier. The awthor of feveral natural piecei 
t)f paetry. When he Was dying, at the age of 
wghty-fix, he made this epitaph for himfelf: . 

y^etais poete^ hl/iorien ; 

£t Tfiaintenant^ je ne fuis rten» 

Once poet and hiftorian, I, 
, . Now duft, in darlc oblivion, lie. ' " 
* ' - K 2 BouhUr. 
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Bouhiery prefidcnt of the parliament of Dijon : 
he is famous for his erudition : he tranfiated 
fome paflages of the antient Latin poets into 
French verfe, being of opinion that this was <be 
only good way of tranHating them ; but his 
poety fliews the difficulty of fuch an under- 
taking. 

Boubours (Dominic) a Jefuit, was born at 
Paris in 1628. The French language and good 
tafte owe him many obligation : he was author 
of feveral very good pieces, which gave birth to 
Ibmc excellent criticifms : ex privatis odiis ref- 
publica crefciu His Life of St. Ignatius de Loyola 
did not greatly pleafe the generality of readers; 
and that of St. Francis Xavier underwent fonae 
flriftures ; but his remarks on language, and 
above all his Method of judging rightly of 
Works of Genius, will be always of ufe to 
young people, who are defirous of forming their 
tafie : he teaches them to avoid bombalt, ob* 
fcurity, far fetched and falfe thoughts. If he 
pafTes fentence fomewhat too fevercly upon cer- 
tain paiTages of Taflb, and other Italian authors, 
he as often condemns them juftly : his ftile is 
pure and pleafing. The little traft abovemen- 
tioned greatly offended the Italians, and brought 
on a kind of national quarrel. It was thought, 
that the opinion of father Bouhpurs, which was 
ffrengthened by that of Boileau, might come to 
be a kind of law. The marquis d' Ojfi, and 
fome others, compofed two very large volumes 
in defence of fome of Taflb's verfes : but here 
let it be remarked, that father Bouhours would 
have had very little right to reproach the Italian 
writers with their falfe thoughts, who himfelf 
comp^es Ignatius Loyola to ^far, and Francis 
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Xavier to Alexander, only that he was very fcl- 
dom guilty of thefe faults. 

Botallaud (l(i^mac\) of Loudoun, was born 
'in 1605: he was learned in hiftory and the 
Dilsfthematics. He died in r694. 

Boulainvi liters (the count of) of the houfe of 
Crouy : the nioft learned gentleman of the 
kingdom in hiftory, and the moft capable of 
writing that of France, had he not been too 
fyftematical* He calls the antient feudal go- 
vernment the Mafter- piece of Human Genius : 
be regrets thofe times in which the people, en« 
flaved by ignorant and brutal petty tyrants, were 
wkhoHt induftry, commerce, brproperty; and 
b of opinion, that an hundred lords, the op- 
pref&rs of the earth, and the enemies of their 
prince, compofed the moft perfe£l of all go>- 
vemments. Notwithftandin^ this wild hypo- 
thefis he was an excellent citizen, as, notwith- 
fianding his weaknefs for judicial aftrology, 
he was an able phHofopher, {cr far as it is 
part of a philofopher to hold life for nothing, 
and defpife death* There is printed at the end 
of his works, A large fcheme for rendering the 
king of Prance richer than all the other Mo- 
narchs of the World. But it is plain that this 
piece is not the count de Boulainvilliers. He 
died about the year 1720. 

Bourddouey was born at Bourges in 1632: 
he was a Jefuit, and the chief model for all good 
preachers in Europe. He died in 1704. 

Bourfault (Edmund) was born in Burgundy 
in 1638 : his letters to Babet, which were much 
efteeemed at the time he wrote them, are be- 
come like all other epiftolary writings in that 
tafte, the amufement of young country people : 
K 3 hi» 
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his comedy of ^fop is ftill played. He died in 
1701. 

Bcurfeis (Amablc) was born in Auvergne in 
1606 ; he was author of iev/eral works of po- 
litics and controverfy. Silhon and he are fuf- 
peded of compofmg the Political Teftaraenr^ 
faid to have been made by cardinal Richelieu. 
He died in 1672. 

Brebeuf (William) was born in Normandy 
in 1638 : he is known by his tranflation of the 
Pharlalia ; but it is not fo generally known chat 
be was the author of Lucan iraviflu He died 
in i66i, 

BrueuiU Marchionefs du Qbatelet (Gabriel 
Emilia) v/as born in 17Q6. She illuftrated the 
writings of Leibnitz, and tranilated Newton 
with comments ; a merit which was of little 
ufe to her at courtj but which gained her the 
veneration of every nation tjiat bad a love, for 
learning, who admired her depth of genius and 
eloquence. Of all the women wbohav€ adorned 
France, flie had the greateft fliare of true un-t 
derdanding, and affected the Ie>ift tp. be thought 
a wit. She clied in 1749. 

Brienne (Henry-AugMftus de Lomenie de)» 
fecretary of ftate : he has left fome memoirs. It 
would be ufeful for minifters.of ftjte to corapofc 
memoirs ; but then they (hould be fuch as thofe 
which hace been lately collected under the name 
pf the duke of Sully. He died in 1666. 

La Bruyere (John) was born at Dourdain in 
{644. It is certain, that in hi& Characters he 
has given u9 the portraits of feveial well-knowa 
and confiderable perfonages. This work bas oc- 
caiioned a grefttmapjr bad imiUtorsi. He died in 
1696* ^ 
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t>e Bruls (the abbe) was born in Languedoc in 
I639. Although the author of ten volumes of 
controverfy, his name would have been buried 
in oblivion; but his petit piece called Le Gron- 
deur (the Grumbler), which is far fuperior to any 
of Moliere's farces, and the Advocate Patelin, 
an ancient monument of the true Gaulifli fim- 
pficiiy revived by him, will make him known as 
long as there is a ftage in France. He was af- 
fifted by Palaprat in thefe two pretty pieces. 
Thefe are the only works of genius that were 
ever compofed by two authors jointly. He died 
in 1723. 

I cannot clofe this article without taking no- 
tice of a very extraordinary event* to be met with 
in the Colledion of literary Anecdotes, printed 
byDurand in 1650, vol. ii. p* 369, where the 
iauthor tells us, ** the Amours of Lewis XIV. 
having been introduced in a play upon the Eng- 
liib ftage, Lewis was willing, in return, to exhi- 
bit thole of king William upon the French thea- 
tre J and the, abbe de Bruis was ordered by the 
marquis de Torci to write a piece upon this fub- 
je£l, which he did ; but though it was greatly 
applauded by thofe who faw it in MS. it was ne* 
ver performed.*' 

Here let it be obferved, that this CoUeSion of 
Anecdotes, which is full of the like tales, is 
printed with approbation and privilege. Now 
the amours of Lewis XIV. were never made the 
fubje£l of a piece played on the Englifli fiage ; 
and it is well known, that kingWiHiam ha4 
never any miftrefs ; or, if he had, Lewis XFV, 
knew too well what he owed to good -breeding 
to order any one to write a comedy upon Wil- 
liam's amours : M. de Torci was not a perfon 
K4 to 
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to make fo impertinent a propofal ; and, in (horf» 
the abbe de Bruis never thought of writing fo 
ridiculous a piece as that afcribed to him. It can- 
not be too often repeated, that the greateft part 
of the colle^iions of anecdotes, anas, and fecret 
memoirs, with which the public is over-run, are 
only wretched compilations, patched up in a hur- 
ry, to anfwer the purpofes of indigent or merce- 
nary (cribblers. 

Brumoi (the Jcfuii). His Greek Theatre pafles 
for one of the beft works of the kind : he has 
ftewn by his poetry, that it is much eafier to 
tranfTate and praife the antients, than to equal 
the celebrated moderns by produdions of one*8 
own. This author is likewifc chargeable with 
not having had a fufficient idea of the fuperioritjr 
of the French flage over that of the Greeks, and 
the prodigious difference between the Mifan- 
thrope of* Moliere and the Frogs of Ariilo* 
phane?. 

Brun (Peter le) was born at Aixin i66r. He 
belonged to the Oratory. His critical treatifc on 
Superftitious Practices has been greatly efieemed ; 
but he is a phyfician who gives an account of 
a very few difeafes only, and is himfelf much dif- 
ordered. He died in 1729. 

Buffier (Claud), a Jefuit. His Artificial Me- 
mory is of very great fervice to thofe who are 
defirous of retaining the principal events of hif- 
tory always frefh in their minds : he has made 
that ufe of verfe (I will not fay poetry) for which 
it was originally intended ; namely, to imprint on 
the mind thofe events which men are defirous of 
remcmbring. 

^hI^ Rabutin (Roger, count of), was born in 
the Nivernois in i6i8. He wrote with purity ; 
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his misfortunes and hi9(>rodu6lfcms^ arefuffictent* 
1y 4cnown : he died at Autun in 1693. 
. 6\w^> (the chevalier de>, known. only by the 
name of Acceilly : he was devoted to the fervice 
of the mintfter Colbert. The: time of his birth 
and death are alike unknown. There is a coU 
le&ion of his of fome hundreds of epigrams^ 
amongfl: which there ate ifeyerid very bad, and- 
fome coieraUy :^reifty i^ he wrote naturally, bui 
without any ima^inatidil iii'<hts exprisffion. 

Calfrenede 4Wiltcii.dBil<a> was'born at Cahors, 
adxMtt the yea^ 161 i.-'^ Hse-was one of the gen-* 
tkmen in ordinary to? the king : he was the firft 
who brought ieng romanced iiito fafliion. The 
merit of thefe confifted in^ a number of adven- 
turf s,^ the intrigue of which was artfully enough 
Coadu€lcd, and, though incredible, not altoge^ 
Iber iinpoflible. Boyardo, Ariofto, and Tailb, 
&n the contrary, loaded their poetic romances 
with fidions entirely unnatural ; but the charms- 
of their rerfificatbrn^ the innumerable beauties 
of the details, and the admirable allegories^ efpe-^ 
ciaUy. thofe of Ariofto, ^iltogether^ have made 
their poems immortal;, while the wvsorks ofLar 
Calprenede, like moft other great romartce- 

• Ttie.foqrce of his di%race was a book which hewrot^, 
called the Amorous Hiftory of the Gauls, containing )th« 
moil remarkable amours of the age. The piece wasj noij 
intended" for the prefs ; but wasprerentedin nianufcript to 
Hie king", who was fb much rticenfed, that tte fent the au- 
thor to theBaftile. The count himfelf pretended, that \i 
was altered, garbled, and interpolated in a Hiocking man-> 
ner before it was produced to his majefty. He made great 
efforts to obtain the king's forgivencfs } and, being rcleafed 
from the Baftile, was exiled to his own houfe in the coun- 
ty, where he lived to a. good old age, without ever being 
able to retrieve the good graces of his mailer« 
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writers, are iuhk: in eftimation. What has cbiefi 
ly contributed tQ their fall, is the great perfediorr 
the ftage ts» arrwjBdiat* In a good tragedy^ or a 
good bpera^>we;meeturitb a much greater num^ 
her of fentimentt than are to he found in all theic 
enormous volumes £1 thefe fentiments are at the 
fame time much better expreiTed, and there ap;* 
pears a mudv dearer knowledge df the hanoo 
heart. Thus Racine 'and {^toault^ who ha.vfi 
given a lihle:intd the Aile of thefe romances, 
havecohtdbuted to'obliteiatr.theiti by fpealdng 
more truly to the heart, and in a msenner more 
tender and harmoniQus. He died in 1663. 
: Campijhon (John) was born at Toulonfe in 
1656. He was a pupil and imitator of Racine. 
The duke of Vendome^ whofe iecretary he was^ 
made his fortune; and Baron the player, in part, 
, his reputation. There are fome aSeflingftrokes 
in his pieces, though they are in general but 
weakly written : however, the language is pure ; 
and (ince his time this requifite has been io much 
negledied in our theatrical pieces, that at length 
Che ftile is become almoft barbarous.. This is 
what Boileau greatly lamented at his death. He 
died in 1723. 

I>u Cange (Charles du Frefne) was bom at 
Amiens in 1610. His two GlofTaries are well 
known for being of the greateft ufe towards un- 
derlhnding the cqftoms of the latter empire, 
and the following ages. He was one of thofe 
who was rewarded by Lewis XIV. He died in 
1688. 

Cajfandre. He and Dacier have idone more 
fervice to the reputation of Ariftotle, than all the 
pretended philofophers. together. He tranflated 
his tr<:atife on Rhetoric, as well as Dacier has 

done 
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done the treatife on Poetry, of that famous 
Greek ; and we cannot but admire Ariftotle, 
and the age of Alexander, when we find that 
the preceptor of that great man^ who has been , 
ib much decried for bis natural philofophy, was 
intimately acquainted with the principles of elo- 
quence and poetry. Where is the naturalift of 
our age capable of giving rules at the fame time 
for an oration and a tragedy ? Caffandre lived 
^nd died in a date of extreme poverty. This was 
not owing to the want of talents; but to a fiub- 
'borh, morofe, and unfociable difpofition. Many 
who complain of the unkindnefs of fortune have 
often only themWves to blame. 

Caffini ( John-Dominick) was born in the 
county of Nice in 1625, and was invited to 
France by Colbert in 1666. He was the firft 
aftronbmer of his age ; but he began, like all 
Jothers', by the ftudy of aftrology. As he was 
naturalized in France, and married and had chil- 
dren there, and died at Paris, he may juftly be 
accounted in the number of Frenchmen. He 
has rendered his name immortal by his meridio- 
nal clotk of St. Petrona at Boulogne, which 
fhews the variations in the fwiftnefs of the earth's 
motion round the fun. He was the firft who de- 
monftrated, by the parallax of the planet Mars, 
that the fun is at leaft thirty-three miilions of 
miles diftant from the earth. He foretold the 
path defcribed by the comet of 1664 : he like- 
wife difcovered the five fatellites of Saturn, of 
which Huyghens had feen only one ; and this 
difcovery of Caffini*s was celebrated in an hiftxi- 
tical medal of Lewis XI V . He died in 1 7 1 2. 

Catrou was born in-jA59. He was a Jefult, 

arid, in conjunction with fathe>ReuUl^> com- 
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pofed twenty volumes of the Roman Hiftory, hi 
which, for the fake of eloquence, they have ne- 
glcfted exafltnefs. He died in 1737. 

Du Cerceau (John-Anthony) was born in 1670. 
He was a Jefuit. In his French poetry, which 
is but of the middling kind, there are fomeverfes 
natural and happily turned. He has intermixed 
the purity of ftile of the age he wrote in, with 
fomething in the manner of Marot; a fiile 
which, by its too great negligence, enervates 
poetry, and fpoils the prefent language,^ by intro- 
ducing antiquated words and terms. He died in 

1730- 

Cerift (Germain-Habert). He lived in the 
dawn of good tafte,. at the tin>e when the 
French academy was firfl: eflabliflied. His Me- 
tamorphofis of PhilHs's Eyes into Stars was cried 
up as a mafler piece ; but ceafes to be fo, fince 
the appearance of fo many excellent writers. He 
died in 1655. 

La Cbambre (Marin Cureau de). He was bora 
at Mons in 1594 : he was one of the firft mem- 
bers of the academy: he died in 1669. Both 
he and his Ton had feme (hare of reptjtation. 

Chantereau (Lewis le Fevre) was born in 1588. 
He was a man of great learning, and one of the 
firft who cleared up the hiftory of France; but 
he has given fan6tion to a great error, namely, 
that the hereditary' fiefs did not begin until after 
the reign of Hugh Capet ; whereas, if we re- 
jrard only the exanaple of Normandy, which was 
jiven, or rather extorted, by the title of an he- 
Ifditary fief in 912, it will be fufficient to over* 
throw the opinion of Chantereau, which has 
been adopted by feveraj hiftorians. It is more- 
over certain, that feudal "honours, wilt property. 
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were inftitutcd in France by Charlemagne, and 
that this form of government was known before 
his time in Lombardy and Germany. • Cbante- 
leau died in 1658. 

Chapelatn (John) was born in 1595. Had it 
not been for his Pucelle, (or Maid of Orleans), 
he would have had fome reputation in the lite- 
rary world : he got more, however, by that 
wretched poem than Homer did by his Iliad. 
Chapelain was nevertbelefs of fome ufe by his 
learning. It was he who correStcd Racine's firft 
poetical attempts. At bis firft fetting out, he 
was the oracle of all poets, and at length became 
their difgrace : be died in 1674. 

La Chapelle^ receiver-general of the finances, 
author of fome tragedies, which had fuccefs in 
their time. He was. one of thofe who endea*. 
voured to imitate Racine ; for this great writer, 
like the great mailers in painting, formed a 
fchool without knowing it. This Raphael in 
poetry did not, however, form a Julio Romano 1 
and yet fome of his firft difciples wrote with to* 
lerable purity of language ; whereas, in the de-> 
cline which followed, wehavefeen, even in our 
time, whole tragedies, in which there are not 
four lines together without fome grofs faults. 

Cbapelle (Claude Huillier), natural fon to d« 
THuillier, mafter of accounts. It is not true 
that he was the firft who made ufe of double 
rhimes: d'Aflbuci ufed them before hioi, and' 
even with fome fuccefs. 

Pmrquoi done., fexe au uint de rcfey 
^and la cbarite vous impofe 
La lot d" aimer voire prochain^ 
Fouvoi'VOus me ba'irfani caufe^ 
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Mot qui ne vous fis jamais rien ? 
Eh ! pour mon honneur je vois bien 
^^ilfaut vous fair e quelque chofe. 

Ah ! fex, by nature form'd to pleafe. 
When charity this law decrees, 

T'hat one another we fhould love : 
Can you thus hate with ib much eafe^ 

Me who am harmlefs »3 a dove ? 

I find, mine honour to approve, 
I muft do fomething more than teafe. 

■ Chapelle had more fuccefs than others in that 
kind of verfe which requires grate and harmony ^ 
but even here he frequently prefers a barren abun- 
. dance of rhimes to the thought and turn. His 
voluptuous manner of living, and the few pre- 
tcnfions he made, contributed greatly to the 
fame of his little pieces. It is known, that in 
his Voyage to Montpellier there are many ftrokcs 
of Bachaumont, fon to the prefident le Coineux, 
one of the moft amiable men of his time. Cha« 
pelle was moreover one of the beft pupils of the 
famous Gaflendi : however, we (hall always dif- 
tinguifli between the encomiums that fo fiiany 
men of letters have beftowcd on Chapelle, and 
geniufes of his ftamp, and thofe which are given 
to great mafters. He died in 1686. 

Chardin (John) was born at Paris in 1643. 
No traveller has left more curious memoirs. He 
died at London in 17 13. 

Cbarleval (John Faucon de Ris); He was one 
of thofe who acquired reputation by a delicacy of 
genius, without making it too public. 

The famous dialogue between marechal d'Hoc- 
quincourt and father Canaye, printed at the end 
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of St. Evremont's works, was written by Charle- 
val, as far as the little diflertation upon Janfenirin 
and Molinifm, which was added by St. Evremont. 
The ftile of Uiis latter part is very different from 
that of the beginning. The late monfieor de 
Caumartin, counfellor of ftate, was in poileffioit 
^f Charleval's own MS. We are told in Moreri, 
that the prefident de Ris, nephew to Charleval, 
would not fuffer his uncle's works to be printed, 
left the name of an author fhould happen ta 
prove a difgrace ta the family. A man miift^ be 
i(ery meanly bred, and very weak, to advance 
any thing of this nature in the prefent age ; and 
in a perfon of the loi^ robe it would have been 
an inftance of pride, worthy only of the time9 
of military ignorance and barbarifm, when ftudy 
was left wholly to thofe of the robe, through a 
contempt for both the one and the other. 

Charpentier (Francis) was born at Paris in 
1620. He was a ufefiil academic. We have a 
traoflation of the Cyropaedia by him : he was a 
ftrenuous defender of the opinion, that our pub* 
lie monumental infcriptions in France ihould be 
in the French language. In fa£t, it is degrading 
a language, which is now fpoken through all Eu- 
rope, to be diffident of ufmg it ; and it is ading 
counter to the intention to fpeak to a whole 
people in a tongue that is unintelligible, to at 
ieaft three fourths of them. There is a kind of 
cruelty in latinizing French names, and as it 
may miflead pofterity, and the names of Rocroi 
and Fontenoi have a more pleafing found than 
thofe of Rocroftum and Fonteniacum. He died 
in 1702. 

LaChatre (Edme, marquis of) He has left 
feme memoirs. He died Hi 1645.' 

Cha^ 
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ChauUeu (Wiiliam) was born in Normandy ftf 
1639 : he is well known for his eafy and neg- 
ligent way of writing verfe, and for the bold and 
ienfual beauties found in them. Moft of his 
verfes breath the fpirit of freedom, pleafure, and 
a philofophy fuperior to vulgar prejudice : this 
was his real charadler : he lived in pleafure, 
and died with intrepidity in 1720. 

Chen^naisy a Jefuit : he was called the Ra^^ 
cine of preachers, and Bourdaloue the Ccxrneille. 

Cheron (Elizabeth) was born :at Paris in 1648V 
She was famous for her knowledge of mufic^ 
painting, and poetry, and was better^ known by 
her own name than by that of her hufband, the 
fieur le Hay. She died in 171 1. 

Chevreau (Urban) was born at Loudoun in 
1613 : he was in much reputation as a learned 
man, and a great wit. He died in 1 701. > 

Chijflet (John-James) was horn at Befancon 
in 1588. There are feveral Enquiries written 
by him. He died in 1660. There have been 
feven authors of this name. 

Choift (Francis de) was born at Rouen in* 
1644 : he v^as .envoy at Siam, and has left us 
an account of that embafly : he compofcd fe- 
veral hiftorical^pieces, and a tranflation of the 
Imitation of Jefus Chrift, dedicated to madamcr 
de Maintenon, with this motto ; Concuptfttt rex 
decorem tuum : as alfo the Memoirs of theCoun- 
tefs des Barres, which countefs is himfelf ; he 
having worn the drefs, and lived as a woman 
for feveral years : he made a purchafe of aa 
cftaxe near Tours, under the name of thecoun* 
tefs des Barres. In thefe Memoirs he relates 
freely the many miftrefles he had under this dif- 
guife. Whiljft he led this life he wrote the 
I Hiftoiy 
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Hiftory of the church'. In hw Memoirs of the 
Court we meet with 'Teveral fads, of which 
fome are true> fome falfe, and'many taken upon 
trufi i they are wrote in rather too familiar si 
ftile. 

Claude (John) was born in Agenois, in ibiq. 
He was minifter of Charenton, and was the 
pride of his fe£l. He was worthy of being the 
rival of Bofluet, Arnauld, and Nicole. He 
compofed fifteen pieces, which were all gree- 
dily fought after in thofe times of difputation* 
Polemical writings have all but their flated time; 
but the Fables of la Fontaine, and the Works 
of Ariofto» will be handed down to the lateft 
poftcrity; Five or fix thoufand volumes of 
controverfy are already buried in oblivion. This 
writer died at the Hague, in 1687. 

Le Cointe {Ch?Lv\ts) was born atTroies, in 
161 1. He belonged to the oratory. His £ct 
clefiaftical Antrals, printed at the Louvre by 
order of the king, are ufeful monuments in 
their kind. He died in 1681. 

Collet (Philibert) was born at Dombes 
in 1643. He was a civilian, and a free 
thinker. Being excommunicated by the biihop 
of Lyons, on account of a pariih quarrel, he 
wrote againft the fentence. He oppoied the 
confinement of women in cloiflers, and, in his 
treatife on ufury, he argues ftrongly in fupport 
of the cuflom eftabliihed at BrefTe, of ftipulating 
the intereft with the principal, a cuftom adopted 
by the greateft part of Europe, and followed by 
moft of the trading part of the reft, notwith- 
ftanding the laws to the contrary, which are 
cafjy evaded. He likewife affirms^that the 
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tithes paid to churchmen do not belong to them 
by divine right. He died in 1718. 

Cobmiez (Paul). The time of his birth is not 
known. His works begin to fink into oblivion^ 
but they are ufeful to thofe who are fond of li- 
terary enquiries. He died at London in 1692. 

Commire (the Jefuit). He was in reputation 
amongft thofe who think that good Latin verfes 
may be made at prefent, and that foreigners are 
capable of reviving the Auguftan age, in a lan- 
jguage they are not even able to pronounce. 

Infiham ne Ugnaferas. 

Cordetnoi (Gerald) was born at Paris. Thi 
learned world is obliged toliim for having clear- 
ed up the confufed accounts of the firft races off 
the kings of France, and indebted to the duke 
of Montayfier for thh ufeful undertaking, who 
fet him about writing the hiftpry of Charle- 
txiagne, for the ufe of Morifeigneur the dauphin, 
of whom he had the education. He met with 
nothing but abfurdities and contradiffions in 
our old French hiftorians ; however the diffi- 
culty ferved to encourage him, and he cleared 
up the two firft races. He died in 1684. 
' C&metlk (Peter) was born at Rouen in 1606. 
Though at prefent only fix or feven of his pieces 
are played, yet he will always be the father of 
the ftage. He is the firft who raifed the genius 
of the nation, and that is fufficient to gain par- 
don for about twenty of his pieces, whicK, ex- 
cept in a very few places, are the worft that we 
have, both for ftile, barrenncfs of intrigue, ^nd 
infipid and mifplaced amours 3 and by a heap of 
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wirc-draWn converfations, which arc the rc- 
verfe of true tragedy. But wc are to judge 
of a great man only by his excellencies, and 
not hj his faults* It is faid that his tranflation 
of the Imitation of Chrift went through thirty- 
two editions ; this however is as diificult to be-* 
}ieve, as it is to read one of them* He received 
^ gratification from the king in his lafl illnefi | 
he died in 1684. 

It is faid in feveral printed colle£lions of anec- 
dotes, that he had a particular place Tet apart 
lor him at the play-houfe, and that, whenever 
he came in, everv body rofe and received him 
with a clap. Unhappily, jnankind are.not fo 
ready to.do juftice to merit. The real truth is^ ' 
that the king's comedians refufed to play hia 
^ight laft pieces? and he was obliged to give 
them to another company. 

Corneille (Thomas.) was born at Royen in 
1625. He would have gained great reputation^ 
if he had not had a broAer. There are thixtj'* . 
four dramatic pieces of hi& He died poor, in 
the ye? r 1709. 

Coufin (Lewis) was born at Parts in 15 IT- 
tie was prefidcnt of the court of Coins. We 
^re indebted to him for feveral tranflations from 
the Greek .hiftorians, which were not known 
before. He died in 1707. 

The baron des Coutiers tranflated Lucretius 
in profe, with commentary-notes, about the 
middle of the reign of Lewis XIV. He was of the 
fame way of thinking with that philofo^^er^ 
in reUtion to moft of the iirft principles of 
thing^^. He believed matter to b$ eternal, as 
did al) tthe aociebts. . The Chriftian religion 
ha3 alone oppofed this do<Sb:ine. 

Dadffr 
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Dacier^ (AnJrcw) was born at Caftres in 
165 1. He was originally a Calvinift, as well 
as his wife, and, like her, became afterwards a 
Roman chatholic. He w^s keeper of the books 
in the king's cabinet of Paris, a poft which 
no longer fubfifts. He was rather a learned 
man than an elegant writer; but his tranfiations 
and notes will always be of ufe» He died In 
the Louvre, io 1722. 

Danchet, (Anthony) He fucceedcd in fomc 
few operas, by the affiftance of the muiician^ 
and they are rather better than his tragedies. 

Dancourt^ (Florence Carton) the advocate, 
was born in 1622, and chofe rather to apply 
bimfclf to the ftage than the bar. What Reg- 
nard was for high comedy, with regard to Mo- 
liere, Dancourt was for faice. Several of bis 
pieces ftill bring crouded houfes ; they are full 
of life, and the dialogue is fimple and natural. 
The number of thefe eafy pieces of compofition 
is immenfe : they better fuit the tafte of the 
people, than delicate minds, but amufement 
is one of the wants of mankind ; and this 
kind of comedy, which is fo eafy to play, 
pleafes, both in Paris and in the firovinces, the 
majority, who are not capable of tafting ntore 
renned pieafures. He died in 1726, 

Danet (Peter) was one of thofe writers who 
are more ufeful than celebrated. His didiona- 
ries of the Latin language and of antiquities, 
were in the number of thofe remarkable books 
compofed for the education of Monfeigneurthc 
dauphin, which, if they did not make a learned 
m^n of that prince, contributed not a little to 
the inftrudiion of the kingdom. He died in 
J709. . . 

Dangeau 
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' Dangeau (Lewis abbe de) was bocn in 164^; 
He was an excellent academic. He died in 
1723. 

• Daniel (Gabriel) a Jefuit. He was hiftorio- 
grapher of France, and has re£lified the miflakes 
^f Mezeray, concerning the firft and fecond 
races of our kings. It is alledged againft him^ 
that his diction is not always fufficientl^ pure ; 
that bis ftile is poor and uninterefting ; that he 
is not lively in his defcriptions ; that he has not 
given fufEcient infight into cuftoms, manners, 
and laws ; and that his hiftory is % tedious detail 
of military operations, in which an hiftprian of 
his charaller is almoft always miftaken. 

The count of Boulainvilliers, in his memoirs 
on the French government, fays, that Daniel 
is guilty of a thoufand errors. This is faying a 
great deal; but luckily thofe errors are of as 
little confequence as the real truths would have 
been in their room ; for, of what importance is 
it, to know whether it-was the right. or the left 
wing that gave way at the battle of Montleri, 
or by what part Lewis the Fat entered the ruins 
of Puifet? A memberof fociety is defirous of 
knowing by what fteps the government canie 
to change its form, what were the feveral pri* 
vileges and encftoachments of the different bo-* 
dies, what was done by the general eftate^^ 
what was the fpirit of the nation, &c. Father 
DaniePs hiilory, with all its faults, is ftill the 
beft that is to be found, at leaft till the reign 
of Lewis XL He pretends, in his preface, 
that the early periods of the hiftory of France 
are more interefting than thofe of Rome, be- 
caufe Cloris and Dagobert poflefibd larger terri- 
tories than lloinulus and Tarquin. He was 

not 
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not aware, that the weak beginnings of all 
great things are interefttng to mankind; we 
are fond of beholding the trifling reign of a na*- 
tion, to whom France was but a province, and 
that extended its empire to the £lbe, the Eu- 
phrates, and the Nigen It might be acknow-^ 
ledged, that our hiftory, and that of other na- 
tions, from the fifth century of the vulgar sera 
Co the fifteenth, is only a chaos of barbarous 
adventures, under barbarous names. 

Dargmne (Noel) was born at Paris in 1634. 
He was a Caj:thulian friar at Gaillon, and the 
only one of his order who ever cultivated lite- 
rature. His mifcellanies, publifhed under the 
name of Vigneul de Marville, are full of curi- 
ous and bold anecdotes. He died in 1704. 

DifcarUsy (Rene) born at Touraine in 1596, 7 
was ion to a counfellor of the parliament of^ 
Brittany. He was the greatefl mathematician 
of his time, but a phiiofopher who knew the 
leaft of nature, when compared with thofe who 
came after him. He paffed the greatefl part of 
his life out of France, that he might purfue hid 
philofophical ftudies more at liberty, in imita^ 
tion of Saumaife, who took the like flep ; but 
he wat difappointed of the quiet he thought to 
find in a retirement in Holland! Tv/o profef- 
fors of the balderdafh fchool divinity, taught at 
that time, the one named Voet, and the other 
Shockius,: brought the ridiculous charge of 
atheifm againft him, with which almoil every 
phiiofopher has been branded by contemptible 
writers. It availed him nothing that he had ex- 
haufted his genius in colledling proofs of the 
^xiftence of a' God, and in fearching for new 
ones. His enemies compared him to Vanini, 
, . ' in 
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in one of the pieces they publiflied a^ainfthim ; 
Yiot that Vanini was really an atheifl, the con* 
trary has been demonftrated ; but he was burnt 
as fuch, and they could not have made a morei 
fliocking comparifon. Defcartes found great 
difficulty to obtain a very flight fatisfadion, by 
a decree of the academy of Groninguen. Hii 
Meditations, his Difcourfe on Method, are4ftiU 
in efteem ; his natural philofophy is entirely 
falien, being founded neither on geometry nor 
experiments. He wa§ a long time in pojTeffion 
of fo prodigious a reputation, tbatla Fontaine^ 
who knew nothing. of the matter^ indeed, but 
'was the eccho of the public voice, faid of him, . 

Defcartes eemortild9nt m e^ fait tmDUuy 

Dans UJudes pajfis^ & qui tmtt le milieu 

Entre Vhonum ^ Vefprit^ comme entre Phuiire ^ 

I h&fMIUy 

Le tient telde nos gensfranche bete defomme* 

.D,efcarte$, in ages paft, had been 
Ador'd as God, He rank'd between r 

Pure foul, and ^man immur'd in cloifter. 
As human brutes 'twixt man and oifter. 

The abbe Genet, a writer of the prefent ecu- 
tuj-y^ ha$ unfortunately been at the pains to 
tr^nflate Deic^tes's natural philofophy into. 
French verfe. 

It is only fmce the year 1730, that France 
has begun to recover from the errors of that 
chimerical philofophy, and fince that experi- 
mental philofophy. and geometry have been cul- 
, tivated^ Pefcartes has had the fame fate in na- 
tural 
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tural phiiofophy, as Ronfard had in poetry. He 
died at Stockholm, in 1650. 

Defmarets de St. Sorlin (/ohn) was born at 
Paris, in 1595. He had a great (hare in writ- 
ing cardinal Richelieu's tragedy of Mirame. 
His comedy of the Vifionaries pafled for a niaf- 
tcr- piece, but this was before Moliere appeared. 
He was cotnptrolkr-general extraordinary of 
war, and fecretary of the marine in the Levant. 
Towards the latter part of his life, he became 
more known for his fanatkifm than his produce 
tions. He died in 1676. % 

Domat^ 2i famous civilian. His book on ci- 
vil law met with great approbation. 

Dougat (John) was born at Touloufe, in 
1639. He was a civilian, and a man of lettisrs. 
He every year had a child by his wife, and 
compofed a book. The fame is faid of Tira- ~ 
queau. The Journal des Scavans calls him a 
grreat man, but this is a title not to be laviflied* 
He died in 1688. 

Dubois (Gerard) was born at Orleans, in 
1629. He was of the oratory. He compofed 
the Hiftory of the Church of Paris. He died 
in 1696. 

Duchi was valet de chambre to Lewis XIV. 
He made fome tragedies for the court, taken 
from holy writ, like Racine^ but not with* 
equal fuccefs. His opera of Iphigenia at Tao* 
ris, is his beft piece. It is wrote in the fi^blime 
tafte; and, though it is but an opera, it affords 
a ftrong idea of the beft things in the Greek 
tragedies. This tafle did not laft long, and 
foon after we were reduced to fimple ballets, 
confifting of detached a(£l«, made fokly for the 
fake of introducing the dances 1 thus^ even the 

opera 
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opera began to degenerate, at the time that al- 
uaoft every other theatrical production was upoa 
the decline. , 

Madame de Mairitenon made the fortune of 
this author, by recommending him in fuch 
ftrong terms to monfieur de Pontchartrain, fe- 
cretary of ftate, that, fuppofirig him to be a 
perfon of fome confideration, the minifter went 
to pay him a vifit. When Dudie, who at that 
time lived very obfcurely, faw a fccretary of 
ftate enter his houfe, he thought it was to carry 
him to the Baftile. 
' . Duchefne (Andrew) was born at Touraine, ini 
1584. He was hiftoriographer to the kiAg> and 
author of fevcial hiftorical tra£ls and genealogi* 
cal enquiries. He was called the father of Frcnci\ 
hiftory. He died in 1640. 

Dufrenoi {C\i2ix\^s) was born at Paris, in x6i r^ 
He was both painter and poet. His poem, on 
painting has been greatly applauded by thofe 
who can read other Latin verfes than thofe of 
the Auguftan age : he died in 1665^ 

jDw/r/«y (Charles) was born at Paris, in 1648: 
he palTed for the grandfon of Henry IV. whom 
be refembled : he was valet of the wardrobe, to 
Lewis XIV. as his father had been to Lewis 
XIII. his royal maftar was continually giving 
him fome marks of his bounty, notwithftanding 
- his dlforderly way of life, but all could not keep 
him from dying poor. Though he had a great 
fhare of wit, arid was not confined in his ta- 
. lents, he never could compofe a regular piece. 
We have feveral comedies of his writing^, in 
every one of which there are fome pretty arid 
fin^ular fcenes i he died in 1724. 
..Vol, IX. L DupUix 
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Duplcix (Scipio) of Cardom. Tho' thk wri- 
ter was born rn 1559, yet he may be reckohcd 
in the Age of Lewis Xi V. as he was living ia 
his rei;;n : he was the firft hiftorian who quoced 
his authorities in the margin of his work, which 
is a precaution abfolutely neeeflary in thofe who 
do not write the hiftory of their own.times, un- 
lefs they confine then^felves to well known' 
fa£b : his hiftory of France is no longer read, 
there having been others much letter di- 
gefted, and written iince his time: he died 
in i66i. 

EJprit (James) was born at Beziers* in t6i i : 
lie wKote a book On the Fallacy of Human 
Virtue, which is only a commentary on the 
duke of Rochefoucault. Chancellor Seguier, 
who had a 'good opinion of his learning, gave 
i)im a patent of counfellor of ftate : he died in 
1678. 

Efirades (Marflial d*). His letters are in as 
great efteem as thofe of cardinal d'Oilat, and it 
is a circumftance peculiar to the French, that 
their fimple difpatchcs have frequently been cx« 
/rellent works : he died in 1686. 

La Fare (the marquis of). He is well known 
fby his Memoirs, and fome agreeable verfes : 
]ifs taknt for poetry did fiot difcover itfelf till 
^ he was in his fixtieth year. It was in praife of 
madame de Caiius, one of the moft amiable 
ti^omen of the age, both for wit and beauty, 
that he, firft exercifed his mufe; and his \^r\t% 
on that lady are, perhaps, the moft delicate of ' 
jany he has compoled» 
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JiTdlfandQnnant unpur-a la trtflejji^ 
. Sansf/^rmu^ li nUme fans Sfirs^ 
y< rtgrittais UsftnfikUi pkifirs 
l>out Ja dauciur ^nthantama jzunefje. 
^Qm^ilsfirJus^ Jijais'jey fans retaurf 

EtfCeS'tupascruely amour! 

ITW qiu jalfait des mon enfaucif 

JLi vuntn de m$s pUu beaux jewn^ 

jy^n Jaifir Undner k cours 

jI rinnuytufi indifertnu ? 

jfforsfafirfus dans ks ain 

Vmfant maitrt de rVnivers^ 

^pliin dumjoie inbumatne 
jMi tSl €n fituriant^ Tirck^ ne t€ plain pks^ 

y^ vai mgtknfn a ta tnm^ 
ye tiprmets un hgard de Callus „ 

Ipdulj^ing onve a mrlaRchoIly vein. 
Deprived of hope and ci^cn without ^efire, 
I figh'd to think of that gay, l^afin^ fire. 
Which flu&'d with fi^tisre, youdi^ enchant* 

ing reign! 
And arc tbefe tender joys for ever flown ? 
Ah ! cnid love h early knowny 
My pdme of manhood own'dthy pow'rintenfe) 
If then the zeniih of niy days was thine^ 
Ah ! leave me not 8^ prey in fife's decline. 
To vacant thought and cold fndiiference* 
• Then hovVing in the nether Iky, 

The world's great roafier. Love, I fpyj 
Who, finlHng with inhuman glee. 
Said, prithee Thirfis ceafe to wail. 
More happy days thou ftill {halt fee ; 
A glance of Cailus (hall thine heart regale^ 

4Ie died iii 1713/ 

La U 
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La Fayette (Mary Magdalen de la Vergne, 
countefs of). Her princefs of Cleves, and her 
742l\&^^ were the firft romances in which the 
manners of polite life, and natural adventures 
appeared defcribcd with elegance. Before her 
they wrote only a heap of impoffibilities, in a 
bombaft flile. She died in 1693. 

FelibUn (Andrew) was bom at Chartres, in 
1619 : he*was the firft who gave the title of 
Great to Lewis XIV. in the infcriptions in the 
town-houfe of Paris : his Difcourfes on the 
Lives of the Painters, was that, of all his 
works, which did him the moft honour: he is 
elegant^ profound, and fhews great tafte ; but 
he makes ufe of too many words to fay a few 
things, and is abfolutely void of method : he 
died ill 1695. 

Finehn (Francis de Sahgnac) archbifhop of 
Cambray, was born at Perigord, in 1651. Wc 
have fifty-five different produdions of his, all 
of which feem tq come from a heart full of 
virtue, but his Telemachus efpecially infpires 
that virtue : he has been in vain condemned 
by Gueudeville ai^d the abbe Faidit : he died at 
Pambrai, in 1715. 

After the death of Fenelon, Lewis XIV. 
bur^t, with his ov/n hand, all the oianufcripts 
which the duke of Burgundy had preferved of 
his preceptor*s. Ramfay, who was brought up 
unde^ this celebrated prelate, wrote to me in 
thefe words : '* Had he been born in England, 
his genius would have difcovercd itfelf more 
ftrongly; and he would, without fear, have 
giyen full fcope to his principles^ which no one 
was acquainted with." 
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• Firrdndy counfellor of the court of Aids. We 
have foirie pretty verfes of his writing : he 
joined with Routleau in the Epigram and Ma- 
drigal. The following is a fpecinien of the 
tafte in which Ferrand wrote. 

D* amour £«f de melancolie 
Celemnus enfin confume^ 
En fontaine fut tramformi ; 
Et qui boit de fes eaux, oubti 
Jujqu^au mm de Pobjet aimei 
Pour meux oublier Egeriey • 
y^y courus hier vainemenU - 
jt force de changer d^amant 
V infidele Vavoit tarre* 

Celemnus wafted to the marrow, 
By blafted love and moping forrovr. 
Was to a fountain chang'd by fate, 
Whofe waters drank, obliterate 
All traces from the lover's mind. 
Of fwa^ins untrue, or nymphs unkind. 
Thither Egeria to forget, # 
By drinking eagerly, 1 fly 
But lo ! the fickle vain coquet, 

* ' Herfelf had drank the fountain dry. 

By this we may perceive that Ferrand wrote 
upon fubjeds of gallantry with more nature, 
eafe, and delicacy ; and that RouiTeau was more 
forcible and ftudied in licentious ones. 

Feuquieres de Pas^ (the marquis of) was born 
at Paris in 1648 : be was an officer of cohfum* 
mate knowledge in the art of war, and an ex* 
cellent guide, if he was not at the famd time 
too fevere a critic : he died in 1711. i 

L 3 Lt 
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Lt f$vre ^Tanegui) was- boot .at Cm8 m 
Normandy, m 1615 : he was a Calvintft, and 
profefibr at Saumur : be defprfed thofe af tba 
fed, « chough he lived amoogft them 4 he waa 
more the philofopher than the. Huguenot^ he 
v^rote as well in Latin as a perfon can write if> 
a dead language, a«d made feme Greek verfcs^ 
which apparently h^ve bad very few refers, 
l^he chief obligation which the learned world 
has to him, is being the father of madame Da«» 
tier : he died in ih^^, 

Le Fevre (Anne) madame Dacier. She wta 
born in theCalvinift faith^ at Saumur, in 1651^ 
and is famous ^r her gceat learning The 
duke of Montaufler.. employed ber >n ope o£ 
thofe books which were, called the Dauphin's^ 
for the education of that prmce^ Flora8> witb 
Latin notes, isher's: her tranfUtion of Te^ 
fence and Homer have dpn^ ber jouopftri bo^ 
i^our: her only fault was, a too ereat foodneA 
for her own tranAations. La Motte attacked 
l^er with wit, and ibe replied with erudition 
She died at the ^uvre in 1720. 

Fieckier (Efprit) of the country of Avignon^ 
was born in 16329 and was bilhop of L«rauiv 
and afterwards of Nimea* He was born a FfencH 
and Latin poet, an hiftbrian, and a preacher i 
but he is chiefly known by h!s fine funeral ora* 
tions* He compofed his hiftory oS Theodofiua< 
for the ufe of the dauphin. The duke oS* 
Montaufier engaged the beft Scholars of France* 
to eonpldy their talenta in produ£lions for the 
education of his royal pupil* Flechier died \ik 
1710. 

FUwj^ (Claud) was born in 1640^ He wat 
fubpceceptoctOrthedukc of Burgundy, andcoR'^ 

fcflir 
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hSor to Lewis XV. his fon. He lived at cour^ 
m retirement and labour. His biftory of the 
eharcb is the beft that was ever written ; and 
the prelidiinary difcourfes are ftill far fuperior 
to his biftory. Theft are in a philofophical 
tafte ; but bis biftory is not. He died in 1723* 
Ln Fontaim (Joab) was bom at Chateau- 
Thierry in 1621. He was the moft plain and 
ftmple man livings but admirable in- his way, 
tho' negligent and unequalw He was the only 
^ood writer of his time who did not partake of the 
bounties of Lewis XIV . tho' entitled to tbenv 
by his merit and his poverty^ His fables are for 
the moft part infinitely fuperiowr to any that 
bave been written before or fince, in any lan- 
guage wbatfi3«ver. In the tales which he imitated 
from Ariofto, he waats that writer's ele^ce 
and purity ; he falk far ihort of him in his de- 
fcrijptions^ which defeft efcaped Boileau in bia 
Diflertationon Joconde, becaufe he did not un*' 
detftand Italian : but in thofe tales which he 
bas taken from Boccace» La Fontaine is fupe- 
rior^ as having^ a much greater ihare of wit, 
eleganoey and ait, than the Italian, whofe onlv 
merit is fimplicity,- perfpicuily, and cxa&neUi 
cf langv;iffe, but La Fontaine corrupted the 
French. He died in 169.5. 

.fontffulle (Bernard Bouvier dc.) Though he 
wfts living in 1736, yet he muft be an excep- 
tion to the rule we have laid down for ourfelve r 
ef not admitting any living perfon into this 
catalogue, his great age, being near an hundred 
when be died, feemeto demand this dtAin£lion. 
He is at prefent equally above panegyric and critic 
ticifm. nemaf be comidered as the moftunlver- 
fat genius that the aveoi Lewis XIV. produc^d^ 
aiid may be rofcmbTed to a 1<A that from ita« 
L.4, h*BBy 
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happy fituation bears every kind of fruit. He w« 
not twenty years of age, when he compofeJ 
the greateft part of the tragic opera of Bellero- 
phon ; after which he wrote his opera of Thetis 
and Peleus, in which he has greatly imitated 
.Quinault. It was performed with ^reat fuc- 
ceis ; but his ^neas and^Lavinia was not fo 
well received. He tried hi« powers in tragedy, 
and aflifted mademorfeHe Bernard in fome of 
her pieces. He compofed two, one of which 
wasplayed in 1680, but never printed. Tbi« 
piece drew upon him for a long time very un- 
jull reproaches ; for he bad merit enough to be 
luifible, that notwithftanding hisextenfive ge- 
nius, he was not poflefled of the talents of hTs 
tmcle Peter Corneillc for tragedy. He wrote 
feveral detached pieces, in whfch there appeared 
a depth of knowledge and ingenuity, that 
plainly difcover a man fuperior to his own 
works. In his Dialogues of the Dead and in 
his verfes we may remark the fplTit of Voiture', 
"but nr.uch more extenfive and philofophicar. 
'His Plurality of Worlds was a perforrtance fm- 
gular in its kind. He had the art of makin j 
'an agreeable book of the Oracles of Vandale. 
The delicate fubjefts which are touched upon 
in that work fubjefted him to fome underhand 
perfecutions, which however he had the good 
fortune to get the better of. He perceived hov¥ 
dangerous it is to be in the right in thofe things 
where men of power and intercft are in the 
wrong. He then applied himfelf to gcrometr/ 
and natural philofophy, in which be ujcceeded 
with as much eafe as he had done in trie more 
pleafing arts. Being appointed perpetual fe- 
cretary to the academy of fciences, he exercifed 
that employ for upwards of forty years with 
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univecfal approbation. In his hiftory of thati 
academy, he frequently throws a ftrong light 
upon the moft obfcure memoirs. He was the 
iirfl who introduced that elegant manner of 
treating the fciences* If he is in fome places 
too flowery, we fliould confider them as rich 
harvefts wherein flowers naturally grow up* 
with the corn. 

* His hiftory of the Academy of Sciences 
would be as ufeful as it is judicioufly executed, 
if his only talk had been to give an account of 
truths brought to light ; but he was obliged to^ 
explain different opinions that contradicted 
each other, and which are for the moft part 
deftroyed. 

The elogiums which be pronounced on the 
deceafed members of the Academy have the fm- 
gular merit of rendering the fciences refpec- 
table, and of eftablifliing the merit of the au- 
thor. In vairi have the abb6 des Fontaines, 
and others of his ftamp, attempted to obfcure? 
his reputation ; it is the property of great mea 
to have contemptible enemies. Notwithftand- 
fng his having lately publifhed a few ifidifFercnt 
comedies, and an Apology for the Vortices of 
Defcartes, we wHl readily pardon the faults in 
his dramatic pieces, on account of his great 
^ge ; and his Cartefian principles, in confide-' 
Nation of thofe antient opinions having been 
when' he was young the general received ones 
of all Europe. 

In a word, he is confidered as the head of 
tTiofe who have the pleafing art of throwing new 
lights, and graces upon the abftradl fciertces.' 
He has likewife great merit in every other fpe- 
cies which he has undertaken, l^hefe great 
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alcnts wcr< fupported by a knowledge of fan- 
guages and hiilory ; ana he was without coa- 
tradi(^ion fuperior to all the learned men wh» 
have not had the gift of invention. 

Forbin f Claud, chevalier de,) He was chef- 
4'efcadre, or commodore in the French navy,, 
and high-admiral ta the king of Siam, He ha^ 
left ibme curious memoirs^ whicb have been iU 
gefted and publi(hed> by which a judgment 
ibay be formed between hin^ and Gue Trouin., 

La Poffi (Anthony) was born in i6c5. Man- 
ias is his beft dramatical piece, m died iii 
J 708. . ^ '• 

fi-aquser (Claud) was born at Paris in 1666.. 
He was well verfed in literature, and had i 
great fhare of Cafte. He wrote only a few Latin 
yerfes, and fome di^rtations. He died in 1728.. 

Furetiere (Anthony) was born in 1620. He 
was famous for hie di^tonary and his difputcs. 
He died in r68& 

Gagon (Francis) was born at Lyons in 1667.. 
Father Niceron has given him a piiace in his ca- 
talogue of illuffiriousmenj. tho^he was never fa- 
mous for any thing but fome bad fatires. He 
liad a great flwre in that collefiion of ^rofs jokes^ 
called BrtV£ts ie la- calotte. Tliefe indecent pro-^ 
Ju<ftions took their rife from a certain fociety^ 
called the regiment of fools,, and of the calottcti- 
T^his is certainly no part of good tafte. Thcfe 
works, andtheir authors, are held in the utmoffi 
contempt by alt well-bred people, and are never 
quoted but tOi infpire an abhorrence of their ex-^ 
amples. He died in 1725- 
1 Galant (Anthony), was born in Picardy, if> 
2646. He learned the Oriental languages at 
C«tniitantiiiople^ ^ tranibted part of the AraU* ' 

biaa 
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Hfaa tAts^ Known by thetide^of thehuii4r«i' 
•nd one Dtffhts. He died in 1715* 

Gallois (john^ abbot ef) was born at Paris^ 
in 1632. He was a man of unjverfal learnings 
and the firft who worked at the Joumal its fcM'- 
vans<^ vi'iiYi the counfellor-clerk Sallo, who htSi' 
ilbtraied the plan of that work. H^ afterwards' 
tftught Colbert^ the minifler of ftkte^ a littlr 
Latin, who, notwithftanding his many' occupa- 
tions, thought he had time enough to fpare for 
learning that language. He took the greateitH 
part of his leflbns in his coaeh^ in hisjournies^ 
from VerfaillestoParis.^ It is faid he did it with' 
a view of being made chancellor) which is not' 
unlikely^ It>.is>yprthy of obfervarion, that tho? 
I wo perfons, who were tbcercateft^patroDt of 
learning,.. namely, Lewis XlV. and Monfieur 
Colbert, neither of them underftood Catin^ He 
died in 1707.. 

Gcffindi (P^ter)^was born in Provence, in> 
7591. He waa the reftbrcr of part of the. Epi* 
ourean fyftem of natural philofophy- He per- 
ceived the neceffity of atome, and ofa vacilam ;. 
aad what he affirmed^. N^wton^nd others have 
fince demonftratedi. Hfc was not in fo great re« 
putation asDefcaites, beoaufe he was more ra** 
tional, , and' no inventor of hypothefes : - never- 
tbelefs he was accufed of atheifm) as well aa^ 
Defcartes.: Some hnagt ned, that be who wowld^ 
with" Epicurus, admit a vaeuum^v would, iike~ 
U]m,.deny the exiftence of a God. This is the 
way of reafoningof ail^detraflors and calumnia- 
tors.- In Pfovcnce,. where there wto no ontr 
jealous of him, Ga(Iendi*was called the holy 
pricft; At Paris, the voice of envy gave hiii^ 
tiia title of atheift. It is* true that he was 4> 
L.fc fccptic. 
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fceptic, and that pbilofophy had taught bim C^ 
doubt of every thing, but not of the exiftencc 
pf a fiipreme being. He died in 1656. 

Ge^UiTiy canon of the holy chapel at Paris. 
He was author of an excellent tranflation of 
Quintiiian and Pau(antas. He died in 1744. ^ 

Le Gendre (Lewis) was born at Rouen, in 
1655. He has compofed a hiftory of France* 
To execute fuch a taik well, requires the pen 
and freedom of the prefident de Thou, and even 
then it would be difficult to render the iirft ages 
interefting. He died in 1733. 

Geneji (Charles Claud.) He was born in 
Jf^3S • h^ was almoner to the dutchefs of Or- 
le.ms, and both a philofi>pher and a poet : his 
tragedy of Penelope is ftill played with fuccefs, 
and is the only one of bis dramatic pieces that 
has kept its ground on the ftage : his laborious 
work of Dc fcartes's philofophy in vcrfc, or ra- 
ther in rhime, is a greater proof of his patience 
than his genius ; and he refembkd Lucretius in 
nothing but having verfified a philofophy erro- 
neous in almoft every part of its fyftem : he 
partook of the bounty of Lewis XIV. died i« 
4719. 

Gtrard (abbe). His book of Sync»iima is a 
very ufefui work, and will laft as long as lan=- 
guag^, and even contribute to prcftrve it. 

Gcdeau (Antliony). He was cftie of thofe 
who helped to eftablifh the French Academy : 
he wtas a poet, an orator, and an hiftorian. It 
is well known that for the fake of a pun, and in 
reward for his having rendered the Beneduiu 
into verfe, cardinal Richelieu gave him the 
bishopric of Graile : his Ecclefiaftical Hifiory 
in prole is more valued than his poem on lis* 
... Church 
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Church Calendar : he wzs greatly deceived in 
thinking to equal theFafti of Ovid; neither 
his fubjef); nor his genius being fufficient for it* 
It is ft great niiftake to think fubjeds of Chrif- 
^anity as fit fer poetry as tbofe of Paganifm, 
\vhore mythology, as pleafing as it was falfe» 
aniniated all nature : he died in 1672* 
. Godefroi (Theodore) Ton to Denis, or Di- 
<K>yTius Godefroi, the Parifian : he was born at 
Geneva in 1580 : he was a learned man, an4[ 
btftoriographer of. France in the reigns of iCewis 
XIII. and XIV. he applied bimfelf particularly 
|o titles and ceremonies: hedied in 1649. 
. Godefroi {Ti^nmi) his fon, was born at Paris 
m 1615: he was biftoriographer of France aa 
well as his father : he died in 1681. 
• G0mhauld{}cltinOg\zx de). Though bo rn in 
the reign of Charles IX. he lived along time 
after X^wis XIV. came to the crown» There 
are fome good epigrams of his, of which 
a few ftill continue tp be repeated. He died 
in i666. 

: GomkerviUe (Marin) was bwn at Paris in 
1600. He was one of the firft members of the 
academy. He wrote fome voluminous roman- 
ces, before the reign of good tafte, and bis repu- 
tation died with him in 1674. 
' Gondii (John-Francis) Cardinal de Retz, wa^ 
born.in I6l3^ Hq lived like Cataline in hia 
youth» and Atticus in his old age. Several pafi 
£»ges in his memoirs are worthy Salluft; hufi 
the whole 13 not alike good. He died in 1679. 
. GauruiUe^ from valet de cbambre to the auke 
of Rochefoucault, became his friend,, and even 
that of the. great Conde. He was at the fame 
lime .banged ixi efiigie at Paris, and appointed the 

king'* 
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ktngV envoy in Germany, and afterwafcfo- 
propofed as fucceilbr to the ^eat Colhercr 
in the miniftry. We have memoirs of his life^. 
Tvritten by himfelf^ in a natural and wx$lEkSUd^ 
ftile, wherein he fpeaks of his birth and fortune*^ 
with indifference- 

Li Grand (Jpachim)* was bom in Norman^' 
m 1653^ Hel\Maaapitpil*of fitther leCointe. 
He is one of the moflr profound bifibriaos we** 
Jrtve. He died in 1732. 

Grk9ttr^ Canon of Tours.. His pDem o#' 
Shiiotanus had prodlgioos fucce/s*. The chief 
merit of tbefe kinds of pieces is generally \^ 
the choice of the fubje^, and the malkiouf-^ 
nefs of the httman heart : not but that there are- 
feme good veries in this poem. The b^iiH- 
Bing is extremely happy^ but the epd is not ar 
all anfwerable.^ The devil does not fpoak near 
fo pleafantly as when h^is firftintrodoced. The* 
ftile is low, uniform, void of dfaiogue, grace,., 
ingenuity^ pur ity> imaginationt or expreflion ;. 
and in wort is only a faiirical hifiory of the biriK 
Vnigenituasn burlefque verfof of whhoh ibme^ 
lines are extremely diverting. 

Aierr^ (Gabriel) liFai bom at Paris in^ 164X1^ 
He was known in his time by bisParnaflus^ re- 
Ibrmed, and his wM^of the authors* He bad tafte '^ 
kut bts^fceurfe •• Whether the empire of elo-*. 
fuence is greater than that of love/* muft not be 
taken as a proof of k,. He compoibd the journal^ 
du Palais, in conjtfnAion with filondeau. Thia* 
jouriial is a^ collection of arrets of the French' 
^ritamentsi, which are frequently diflSsrent dc* 
crees in caufes of the fame nature* Hothing it 
ft^ ftronger proof bovr oMH^b our prac^e of law 
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Ibrnds in need of being preferred than that there 
k a ncceffity of coHeSing decrees.. He died itk 
i688. 

' Dm Gttit (James Jofeph) wis- born at Fcre«, 
ih 1649. He was one of tbr beft writers the 
Janfentfls had in their party^. Hir1)ook onthe^ 
^ucatioji of a king was not compoied for the 
king of Sarcfinta^ as nasbeen faid r it was finiihed" 
by another hand. Da (Jiiet haa formed his fttle 
an that of the beft writers of Port- Royal. He 
might like them have done great fervice to lite- 
i^ture. Three volumes upon five and twenty 
ehaptefs of Ifaiah) plainly ihew that he was no^ 
niggard of bis time nor pen. 'He died in 17 33,. 

Dti Guf-Trouin^ from a private adventurer 
beeaoi^ lieutenant-general of the naval forces of 
France. He was one of thr greateft mea in hiSi 
w:ay. He has left as memoirs written in the- 
ftile of a foldier^ and very proper to excite emu^' 
lation in his countrymem 

Dir/£]/iAp,. the J^fult^ without fGrring out of 
Paris, or having ever feen China, bais^ froov 
^e memoirs of his fraternity, given the befl^ 
and moft ample defcription of the Cfaiuefe em- 
pire that is in the world. He died in 1743. 

Our in£itiable curioiky for knowing every:- 
minute particular relating to the religion^ 
laws, and manners of the Chinefe, ia not yef 
firtisfiedi aburgomafterofMiddlebourgf named: 
Hudde, a man of great fortune, jgpided wholly* 
by his curiofity,' took a voyage to China, in the' 
year 1700, where he laid out 'the greateft parr 
rf his fortune in informing himfelf of every 
thing. He became fo perfe6l a proficient in 
^ phind'c Janguagcj thatht wa« taken for a 
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oatireof that country: luckily for him- hM 
face favoured the miftake. After fome time he 
found means to be raifed to the rank of a man- 
darin, in which quality he travelled through alt 
the provinces, and at length returned to Europe,: 
with a colleQion of forty years obfervations. 
Unhappily, the Ihip they were on board was 
cad away, which was the greateft lofs that ever 
befcl the republic of letters. 
. Du Hamel (John Baptift) of Normandy, was 
born in 1624. He was fecretary to the aca- 
demy of fciences. He was a philofopher, and 
at the fame time a divine. The improvements 
that have been made in philofophy fince his 
time, take away fome part of the merit of his 
writings s but his name ftill remains, , He died 
in 1706. 

. Count Hamilton^ (Anthony) He was born at 
Caen. He wrote feveral pretty pieces of poetry^ 
and was the firft who made romances in the 
comical tafte, which is widely different from 
the burlefque of Scarron. Hrs memoirs of the 
count of Grammont, is of all produdlions of 
the kind that, wherein the flighteft foundation 
is fet off with the gayeft, mofl lively, and moff 
agreeable ftile. 

Hardouin (John) a Jefuit, deeply learned in 
hiftory j but chimerical in his notions. ** We 
are not to enquire, fays Montagne, who knows 
the moft, but who knows the beft.'* Hardouin 
carried his extravagance fo far as to pretend 
that the -^neis and the 'odes of Horace were 
written by monks, in the thirteenth cen- 
tury. He will have it that -ffineas is Jefus 
Chrifi) and Horace's miftrefs, Lalage^ thechri- 
. : ftiaa 
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ftian religion. The fame difcernment which 
discovered to father Hardoutn the Meffiah in 
iSneas, made htm likewife fee atheifts in the 
fathers Thomaffin, Qirenel, Mallebranche, Ar- 
nauld, Nicolle, and Pafc^l. His folly took' 
away all fting from his calumny: but as all 
thofe who revive this charge of atheifm againft 
men of learning, arc not known fools, it may 
frequently prove dangerous. We have had 
inftances of feveral who have abufed their of- 
fice, by ufing thefe arms, againft which there 
is no (hield, in order to work the ruin of per- 
fons of merit, with a weak prince. 

Hicquet. He was a phyfician. In the year 
1722, he publilhed his rational fyftem of Tritu- 
ration, an ingenious theory, but does not ac- 
count for the manner in which digeftion is 
made. Other pbyficians have added, in their 
explanations, the gaftric juice and the heat of 
the vifcerai but no one nas been able to find 
eut this fecret of nature, who conceals herfetf 
jn all her operations. 

HehetiuSi a famous phyfician, who has writ- 
ten excellently upon the animal ©economy and 
fevers. He died in the year 1750. 

Henaut, known byhisSonnetof the Avorton, 
and feveral other pieces ; and who would have 
acquired a great ihare of reputation, if the three 
iirft cantos of his tranflation of Lucretius that 
were loft, had appeared, and written like what 
we have left of the beginning of that work. 
He died in 1682. 

Posterity muft not confound this writer with 
another of the f|ime name, but of much fuperior 
mexit, to whom we are ii;)det>ted for the (bortell 

and 
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and beft hHkorj of France; and perhaps -for the 
wily. metlKKl in which a]l great faiftories ought 
-40 be written for the future. For fo great is the 
jDultij^tcity of fads and docuoaents, that we 
vuift very K>on be reddced to extrads an4 die* 
f ionaries, B«it it will be very difiicult to imi* 
tare the author of the cbrondogicai abridg- 
ment, who has gone to the bottom of fo many , 
things, and feemed at the fame time only to^ 
touch upon them flightly. 

Herhikt (Bartholomew} was born at Paris in 
163 5» He was the lirft Frenchman who tho- 
roughly underftood the oriental languages, and* 
hiftory. He was at firft taken little notice of 
in his own country. Ferdinand II. grand duke 
of TWcany^ received btm with marks of di^ 
fiindion, and taught France to know bis merit. 
Then be was fecwed and encbori^d by Col- 
bert, who was the patron of all merit. Hie 
BiUiotheque Oricntale is equally cttliouii Ud 
learned : he died in 1695- 

Hfrmant (Godfrey) was born at Beauv^s in 
1617 : he was author of fome polemical urorics^ 
which periihed with the difputesthat gave thenti 
hirth: he died in 1690. 

La Hin (Philip) was born at -Paris in 1740 : 
he was ion to a good psunter : he was himfelp 
a great mathematician, and contributed mucb 
to the famous French meridian ; ht died iia 

VHopiiaL (Francis mar^m of) He was born- 
in 1662 : he was the firft who wrote in France 
en the (Calculation of infinites found out by Sir 
Ifaac New ion* This was a prodi^ at that 
lime I he died in I704,. 

lyStfkr 
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ly.Hffier {Pctcx) was the fon of an advocate, 
pud born at Marfeilles in 1592: he was the 
firft who cleared up the account of gcncak^ies, 
and reduced them to a fcience. Lewis XIII. made 
bim gjentleman in waiting, maftcr of his hou^ev 
bold, and gentleman in ordinary of his chanv* 
bcr. Lewis XIV, gave him a patent of coun- 
fcllor of ^atc. Several truly great men have 
been much lefs rewarded. Their labours were 
Aol fo neceflary to human vanity : he died 
in i66o. 

Des HotdUres.^ (Antooietta de la Garde) Of 
all the French ladies who have applied them* 
felves to poetry, no one has fucceeded fo well. 
as thisi for her verfes ftiU continue to be re* 
peated by every one: (be died in 1694* 

/Hufit (Peter Daniel} vras born at Caen ia 
1^19 "' ue was a man of univerfal leamtng» 
^d retained the fiune ardour for ftudy till the 
age of ninety^pne : he was invited to Stock- 
})olm by queen Chriftina, and was afterwards 
o#ie of thofe illuftrious perfonages who affifted 
!n the education of the dauphin, th^n whom n^ 
prince had ever fo great mafters^ Huet tamed 
prieft when he was forty years of age, and bad 
the bifliopric of Avranche given bim, which he 
•fterwards reiigned, that he might be more at 
l^ifure to purfue his ftudies in retirement. Of 
all bis produflions, •* The Commerce and Na^ . 
vigation of the Ancients, and the Origin of Ro^i^ 
mances,^ aretbe;noft read. Histreatifeon the 
wea)cnefs of the humaa underftanding made 
a great noife^ and feemed to^ contradiiSb his. 
*< ^vaogelical DemonSranons^;^*' be died in. 

. > 
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Jaquekt (Ifaac) was born in Charapagnc iii 
1647: he was a Calvinift, and paftor at the 
Hague, and at Berlin. He has written fomc 
pieces on religion: he died in 1708. 

Joli (Gui) counfellor at the Chatelet, and fe- 
crctary to cardinal de Retz: he has left feme 
memoirs, which are in comparifon with thofe 
written by the cardinal, what the fervant h to 
themafter: but there are fomc curious partis 
culars. 

Jouvency^nok^Y^) a Jefuit, was horn at Parfs 
in 1643. This is another of thofe who have 
had the obfcure merit of writing in Latin, as 
well as can be done in our time. His book 
de ratione difcendi £sf docmdiy though very little 
known, is one of the beft that has been writ- 
ten on the fubjeft fince that of Quintilian. * In 
the year 17 10, he publilhed at Rome a part of 
the hiftory of his ordery in which be writes Kkc 
a Jefuit and one who had Been at Rome. The 
parliament of Paris, who think very differently 
from Rome and the Jefuits, condemned this 
book, in which is a defence of father Guig- 
nard, who had been condemned to be hanged 
by this very parliament for an aflaffinati9n,' 
committed on the perfon of Henry IV. by his 
fcholar ChateL It is very true that Guignard 
was in no wife an accomplice in this murder, 
arid that be met with hard ufage from the par- 
liament ; but it is equally true that this feverity 
was neceflary in thofe unhappy times, where a 
part of Europe, blinded by the moft horrible 
fanaticifm, thought it an aft of religion to mur- 
der the beft of kings and the beft of men* He 
dicdini7i6. 
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Dt DIJk (William) was born at Paris in 
11675 ; he reformed geography, which had foe 
a long time ftood in need of improvement : he 
changed the whole pofition of our hemifphere as 
tQ;Iongitude : he taught geometry to Lewis XV, 
w^o has proved one of Ms beft pupils : tha^ 
monarch having compofed, after the death of his 
mafter, a Tr^atife on the Courfe of Rivers. 
William de L'lile was the firft who had the title 
of chief /geographer to the king. He died in 
1726. 

Labbe (Philip) was born at Bourges in 1607 : 
JiQUVas a Jefuit : he has done great fervices to' 
biftory :, he has left feventy^three pieces of his 
miting. He died in 1667. 

LeLabmreur <John) was born at Montmo- 
rency in 1623 : he was gentleman in waiting 
to 'Lewis XIV. and afterwards^ almoner : his 
account of the voyage to Poland, which he made 
with the maiihallefs de Guebriant^ the only wo^ 
man that ever had the title, and executed the 
fundions of an ambaiTadrefs plenipotentiary, is 
V-erycurious. -The hiftoridal remarks with WhicS 
he has enriched the Memoirs of Caftelnau iiave 
thrown a great light upQn the hiftpry of France. 
The wretched poem called Charlemagne, was 
pot written by him, but by his brother. He died 
in 1675. 

L'ainey OT'l.aine% (Alexander) was born in 
Hainault in 1650 : he was an extraordinary 
poet, and fome little pieces of his, very happilj[ 
written, have been colle£led. A certain perfon, 
who was at great pains and expence to have a 
Mount Parni^Tus made in bronze, and covered 
with figures in relievo, of all the poets and mu- 
ficians that came into bis head, has placed Laine 
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In the rank of the moft illulWous, The only 
truly delicate vtrfcs of his that we havei <re 
<Chofe written on madamcde Martel. 

£9 tendre Apdk un jmr Jam eeijeumji vmttii 
^tiAthines far fes bordi trnjaerak jt Neptwn^ 
tit mi firthr de rmde ichttr am btmOiti 

Ei fnnant un trait dip chacmm^ 
II fit it Jafenus k fortrmit tmrnrieL 
Hehs 1 ill avart vA PadtraUt Martdt 

II nen aurait employe qiiune. 

To Neptune when the Ifthmian games of yore^ 
Were foieinniz^d on the Athenian {hore> 
An hundred nyn[i|)hs in bioomtng youth array*^, 
Uprifmg from the wave, their charms difplay'd. 
From each a ihlning feature fam'd Apelles chol^ 
And an immortal Venus from his pencil rofe.: 
But had Martel once met his raviQi'd eyct 
Her faeav'nly form alone wodd aU daofe^cbaOBa. 
fupply. 

It may not be known perhaps that tfaefe lines are 
a tramflation of this beautiful paifi^e in Arioflo, 

Ven wiea da ^ierre akrOy tx^."^ 

He died in 17x0. 

Zamkert 

* We (hadl |ive the wMe ftansa, for the enteitainnMnt 
«f the reader. Ariofto, Tpeaking of Olympia, wbom Or- 
liiiilo delivered from the fea-monfter, fays, 

Jf /* fiijft eoftei fitita a Crttone^ 
^tmd9 Zfufi Pmitgint Jmr wlfi^ 
Che fmr JtmtM neJ tmfU M GinmtUp 
J£ tstite biik updt ii{pim» ^ftfi^ 
E ei)€ per mna fane i> perfeKKttm, 
JDei 4ii tma J>arte, t^ <hi Mn*4dtNt utfil 
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\ Lwnhtn (Anne Therefa <1< Marguenat de 
Courcelles, marchionefsof ) wac born in 1647^ 
and was a lady of great wit and und^f (landing. 
-She has left fomc ufeful pieces of morality^ 
written in an agreeable ftile; Her treatife on 
Ftieodfliip (hetnrs her defervtng of having friends. 
The nomb^ of ladies who have 4>eea Alining 
ornaments to this gtertoui age, is one of the 
greateft prooft of tiie progr^s of buman ua* 
'derftanding. 

La dome fin VinuU in tcceKenzUy 

Di dafiurC arte voe hanno pofto cur a. Arioft. 

The ladies then to excellence attaitfd. 
In evVy curious art they chofe to learn. 

He died at Paris in 1703. 

Lami. (Barnard) . was bom at Mons m 1640 \ 
he belonged to the oratory : he was learned in 
more than one fcience : he compofed his £Io* 
ments of the Mathematics in a journey that he 
made on foot from Grenoble to Parii. He 
died in 171S. 

. Lmciht (Claud). He was born at Paris in- 
16x5 : he had a hand in feveral very ufeful pro- 

3\&ii aval da t%rrt ahra^ cbe coftei^ 
£be tutu It btUexxe trano in lei. 

And had Olyhipia to Crotona ilrayM, 
When Zetncis firft UnaginM his deflgn, 
That piece in Junp*s fane to be difptoy*4» 
And nuny naked beauties did combine \ , 
That in pcrfeftion it migjht be array'd, 
From each Co cult Tome lineament divine ; 
He woald have fix^d his eyes on her alooe ; 
jr«f, cvVy charm in her united fhone. 

Or/aftd, Furies, Cam, xu 

dudions 
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duftfons of the reclufcs of Port- royal, for the 
education of youth. He died in 1695. 

De Larrey (Ifaac) w^ born in Normandy in 
1638 : his Hiftory of England was much ef- 
teemed before that of.Rapin made its appear- 
ance ; but his Hiftory of Lewis XIV. had never 
any reputation. He died at Berlin in 17 19. 
• Launai (Francis) was born at Angers in 161 2 : 
he was a civilian, and a man of letters : he was 
the firft who taught the French law at Paris. 
He died in ib^'i* 

Launoy (John) was born in Normandy in 
1^3 : he was a do£lor in theology : he was 
a laborious fcholar, and an intrepid critic : he 
detected a great many errors in religion, parti- 
cularly that relating to faints, whofe exigence 
he denied. It is well known that the curate of 
St. Euftachius faid, h6 always paid him the 
greateft refpeft, for fear he fhould' take his St, 
Euftachius from him. He died in 1678. 

Lauriere (Eufebius) was born at Paris in 1659 : 
he was a lawyer, and no one better underftood 
jurifprudence and the origin of laws : he was 
ttie perfon who formed the coIleSion of ordnan- 
ces, an immenfe work which did great honour 
fo.the reign of Lewis XIV. and is a -monu- 
ment of the mutability of all human things. A ~ 
collefiion of ordnances is only a hiftory of varia- 
tions. Hedied in 1728. 

Le Clerc (John) was born at Geneva in 1657 ; 
but hi§ family was originally of Beauvais : he 
was not the only learned man of his family, but 
he was the moft learned : his Blbliotbeque Uni- 
vcrfilie, in which he has imitated Bayle's Repub- 
lic of Letters, is his beft perforniance : his 
greateft merit is, that he came near to Bayle, 

whom 
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l^bom he had fo frequently attacked : he wrot^ 
a great deal tn'ore than that great man ; but 
he was not like him acquainted with the art of 
pleafmg land inftruSing at the fame time^ which 
h fo much ru()erior^ to all fcience. He died at 
Amfterdam ih 1736* 

J . Lemery (Nifcbdlas) was born at Rouen in 1645 : 
he was the firft rational chemift, and the ftrft 
«i^hi> publiflied a -General Pharmacopoeia. He 
died in 1715. 

' Lenfant (James) was born at BeauiTe in 1661 : 
he was a Calvinift paftdr at Berlin : he was more 
inftrumental than any one in carrying the energy 
snd beauties of thie French tongue to the moft 
diftant parts of Germany : his Hiftory of the 
Council of Conftance, judicipufly revifed and 
elegantly written, will be a proof to lateft pof- 
terity how much good and evil may arife from^ 
th^fe great aiTemblies, and that good laws may 
be produced even from the midft of paffionsj 
felf-interefl) and druehy itfelf. He died in 

• Des Urns (John) was born at Pontoife m 
1615 : hc'Was a doctor of the Sorbonne, a man 
ftngular in his way, and author of feveral pole- 
mical pieces : he attempted to prove that the 
rffjoicings on the fe^ft of the Epiphany or Twelfth 
Day vi^crc priofane, and that th6 world was foon 
to be at>n end. He died in 1700. 

. Le Lcmg{] ztnts) Was born at Paris in 1655 : 
he was of the Oratory. His Bibliotheque Hifto* 
rtque de la France is a very learned work, and 
of great utility, though it has fome faults. He 
died in 1721. 

Lcngepierre (Hilary-Barnard} baron of). Hd 
was born in Burgundy in 1658 : he was maftec 

• Vol. IX. M . of 
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of all the Iseauties of the Greek la^guiaige ; « 
very rare degree of merit in his time. We have 
fome trandatioxis by him in verfe of AnicreoHt 
Sappho, Bioa» and Mofchus : bis tragedy of 
Medea, though unequally w^itrpn^ and too full 
of declamations, is far fuperior to that 6f Pet^r 
Corneille : but Corneiile's Medea was wifUien 
before he was at the height of his reputation* 
Longepierre compofed feveral other tragedies 
upon the model of the Greek poets, whom he 
has happily imitated in not blending tove with fub* 
je£)s of terror and cruelty ; but at the &me tvmd 
he has copied them in the tedioufnefs of their 
common places, and in the barrennefs* of a&iom 
and intrigue, and not equalled them in beauty 
of elocution, which conftitutes the greateft me- 
rit of a poet» Though he wrote feveral oth^r 
tragedies in the Greek tafte, he gave only Me-» 
dea and Eledira to the ftaee. He died in 1727. 1 

De Longuerue (Lewis du Four) tvas born at 
Charlcville in 1652 : l?c was abbot of Jard. Bc-4 
fides knowing all the learned languages, he was 
nzafier of all thofe fpoken in Europe. A few 
years labour and application- may be fufficient m 
attain a middling knowledge of feveral lan- 
guages } but it is the labour of a Wjbdle life to 
ipeak one's own with purity and eloquence : ha 
underQood. univerfal hiftory } and it is faid, that 
he compofed the Hiftoricali and Geographical 
pefcription; of antient and modern 'F.rancd .He 
died about the year 1724. 

Lomgueval (James) a Jefiiit, was born in 1681 : 
he compofed eight volumes of the Hiftory of the 
Gallicah Church, which was afterwards jcomi** 
pued by father f ontenay: Hfe ttied in 1735. - 

■ / 
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i)ela Lmbere (Simon) was born atTouIoufe 
In 1642, and fent envoy to Siarai in 1677 • H^ 
has left us memoirs of that country, which arc 
^moch better than his fonneis and odes. He died 
;ini7l9. 

\ mabillon fjohnj was born in Champagne in 
' 1632 : he' was a Benedifline : he had the of- 
fice of Ihew'mg the treafury of St. Denis, which 
*he defiredtoTefign, giving for his reafon, ** that 
he did not chufe to mix fables with truth.'' He 
' made fever al very learned . refearches, and was 
\ employed by Colbert in enquiring into antiept 
titles. He pied ip 1707. 
Maignan fEmanuelJ was born aftTouloufe a A 
' 1601 : he was a Minime friar, and one of thqfe 
who have learnt the mathematics without a mat 
ter : he was a mathematical profefTor at Rom'e^ 
where this profeflbrlbip has ever fince his time 
contmued with the French Minims. He died 
at Touk>«fc in 1677. 

Mai/let. He was rbnful :it Qrand Cairo : 
theri atp fomc inftruftive letters of his, relating 
to Egy{rt,' and fome MS, pieces of bold philo- 
fophy. ■ ' ' . 

Maimhurg (Lewis) a Jefuit, Was born in 
1610. There are (bme of his hiftories ftill read 
with pteafuren he was too much cry'd up at firft, 
and too murh neglefied at lafl:. It is very re- 
markable that he was obliged to quit the order 
i^t having wrote in favour of the clergy of 
France. He died at St. VidJor in 1686. 

Matnard (Francis) prefident of Auriilac;*was 

bornat Touloufc in 1 634^ He may be reckoned 

in the nufriber of thofe wfeb ufliered in the age 

. 'of Lewis XIV*, There are fevcl-al pieces t>f poe- 

' »tif of his^rctiaining, «11 written wrth great eafe 

M 2 and 
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. and purity : he is one of thofe authors wha has 
made the greateft complaints of the ill fortune at* 
tending talents, not knowing that the fuccefs of 
a good work is of itfelf a fufficieiit recompence 
to an artift ; that if princes and minifiers make 
a merit of rewarding this kind of defert, there 
is ft ill greater merit in waiting for their favours 
without aflcing; and that if a good writer is 

* ambitious of an elevated fortune, be ought to 

* be' the architedl of it himfelf. 

Nothing is more commonly. known tlian his 

* beautiful fonnet addrefled to cardinal de Ricbe- 
'lieu, and that minifter*s harOi reply, the cruel 

monofyllable rien (nothing). TheVprefidcnt 
[ Mainard,' after he retired to Aurlllac, made the 
following lines, which defervc to be as well 
known as his fonnet. 

Par voire humeur U monde eft gfuverki^ . 
Vos volontis font le calme ^ Faragej 
. ^ V9US VOMS riez de me voir confine 

Loin de laCaur dans mon petit menage : 
Mais^ rCeJi'ce rien que d*etre tout a foiy 
De n^avoir point le fardeau d'un Emploiy . 
D* avoir dompte la crainte fff fejperance? 
Ah ! fi le Cielj qui me traite Jt hieny 
Avait pitie de vous & de la France^ , 
Votre bonheur ferait egal au mien. 

To your caprice the willing World's refign'd } > 
Both ftorm atid calm your will arid pleafure wsiit : 
. .; Ypu laugh to fee me in a farm confin'd. 
And think me wretched in my humble fate. 
'Tis fomething ftill my freedom to enjoy; 
Nor groan beneath the weight of an emplcy ; 
^ ..O'er 
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O'er fear and hope a iconqueft to obtain. 
Shou'd heav'n, wbofe ravs on me propitious Oiine, 
■ To you and France (new mercy once again* 
Your happinefs would one day equal mine. 

After the death of the cardinal he fays in an- 
other piece, that the tyrant is dead, and yet he'is 
not more happy. Had the cardinal been his bene* 
fa6tor, that miniller would have been a God 
with him ; but becaufe he gave him nothing be 
was a tyrant. This is too much like thofe beg-| 
gars who accoft pailengers with a ^' God bl^fi 
your honour," and load them with xurfes after-i 
wards if they get no alms from them. Main-' 
ard's verfes were very beautiful ; but it would 
have redounded more to his credit, had he Flved 
without aiking or murmuring. The epitapH 
which he made for himfelf is in^ every one's 
inouth. '* • 

Las d^ejpirer U de rrn plaindrey ' 

Des MufeSi des Grands U du fiit^ t , 

C'eft hi que f attends la mort^ 

Sans k defir^ ni la ^mndn. . , „ ^^ 

Tir'd of complaints, of hope, and faith, '. ] 

By fortune, friends, and Mafe forfaken,' '^ 

1 wait unmov'd th' approach of death, *! 

Nor wifli, nor fear to be miftaken. ' ' ! 

c 

The two laft' lines are a tranflation of the old 

Latin one, . ; 

Summum nee metuas diem nee optes. 

Moft beautiful moral verfes are but trahiUtionsT 

It is very common not to wife for death, very 

rare not to fear it ', aod it would bave beeo y&f 

M 3 great 
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great apt. ta. have even (hoqg)ittbat diere were 
iuch thuigs as great men in tb^ world, 

jyiainUH$n (Frances d'Aubtgne, Scarron, n^ar*- 
chionefs of }. She is an author as well as ma^ 
dame de Sevigne, becaufe her Letters have been 
printed afcet her death, Both of thefe ladies wrote 
with a great (deal of fpirit, but of a very diiFerent 
kind. The Letters of madame de Sevigne are 
tiiASkated ^y the heart and the imagination, and 
are mqre fprightly and fiee. Thofe of madanie d^ 
Maincenopy qoce conftrained, and feem as if (he 
bad fo^efefn.they would one daj'^be noade public. 
Madanie d« Sevigne, in^ writing to her daughter, 
wrote only i^r that . flaughter. There are feve- 
fal anecdotes to be found in both thefe collec<- 
fions. \y,e nrwty perceive in thofe of madaoie de 
(Vlaintenon, that flie waa married to Lewis XlV« 
^^t; (he had confiderable influence in ftatc ,af<* 
fairs, biit that (he did not direS them ; that (be 
did not haften the revocation of the ed id of 
Nantes, and its confequencesi neither did (he 
oppofe it ) that (he ^ided with the Molinifts at. 
firit, becaufe Lewis XIV. *did fo> and that at 
length <he becarjie (eHoufly attached to that par- 
ty ; ' tHft Lewis XIV, in the latter part of his 
life, jpled. to* carry rfelicks about him; with feve- 
ral other private anecdotes. But the little know* 
ledge tHat may be gained from this collection* 
is too dearly bought by the number of ufelefs let- 
t^iy .i( contains; ai fault which is common to 
aU colledions of this kind. If nothing was to 
be printed. hut what is ufeful, there would not 
be oy an hundredth part fo many bad books. 
'She died at Sr.Cyr in 17 19. 
> Mifffbntnciu (Nicholas) of the Oratory, was 
torn at Paris in ^638. H« was one of the deep- 
- . . . eft 
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cfl taHfdiifieprs iktit ce^f wr«te# A$ lie al)ou ndedl 
mtk thaifofiibie rtMgkmtiM wliieli makes more 
4ifeipiey tfatm tru(b, Im kftd bb HkewUe in hi:! 
time : there were^ fhofe'thiit went by the name 
e# M^kkranchhnk He h» adfnif ab^ ibewn the 
ertoi% xjf the fenrc»<arfd Miagmation ^, but wheii 
te trtftemf^ted to d(¥e into t^ nature of the fouly 
hj^lrae )oft'in the abyfe^ as oth^r»had been be-- 
ibfehim. He Was^ like Defcartes, a great man 
b^ whom verjrlittlft was to be learnt. He dkd 

Makziew^ fNicholasJ. was born at Paris irt 
>656*^ TtoJ'^aiikiB^'of Burgundy's Elements of 
Geometry are the lefToiis that he gave to that 
^linc^: 'Be raifcd himfelf a great reputation by 
MT'conftHl^fltote know!«d|% iri IrtWturc, and the 
clutchefs oP Maine ttiade hts- fertuoe. He died 
in ifip '' ....... 1 • 

^ 'Afci&«BK (eiairf'deyicyi^ e^ the «fft mem- 
bers of thfe Acflf*My. :• Thefihgltfifenhet of the^ 
Betlt MMi^vitfsi m'ad^ a- Aimous man of hifai ; 
Wh^cas fdch a pkit^e would be hardly thought 
H^orth fpeafcmg of now a-days. But good pro- 
duSfons in iriy kind were as rare then as they 
are fincebecoffje^comflftoh** He died in 1647. 
"' />^jWfanrtf (Peter) was* ^rrF in 15^4. Being 
Wt a \VWoKv*r With* feveral- cM?d?erii' he. entered- 
iifitd the ehuVehf twfdiw^s nbrfiitiafcid'to^the aich- 
bifliopric of Paris. rHw book eritfded-Ltf Q?;!^ 
tur^t'dSr Empire^ ^u&SKerdaciy is muchefteemcd. 
He<Kid in i663t» 

I De Marelfes (Miehael) was'born at Touraine 
in 1600, and v^as fon to -the celebrated Claud 
iie MaroUes, captain oftbfi guard of a hundred' 
Siriis, fo well* known for having ehgaged ih fin- 
gleobihbatwkh Mariv«k>»v ae the head of the- 
M4, armyy 
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trmy of Henry IV« Miduid> wbo'^wai abbot bi 
Villeloin, was author of fixty-nioe works, oC 
which feveral wer^ traoflatioiid, and very ufc&l 
in their time. He.died in z68i« . : : 

La Marre (Nicholas) was born in Paris, in 
1641. He was comnuffiiy of the cbitelet : bo 
was author of a piece fuitable to his profeffion^ 
The Hiflory of the Police, which is. of u& ooif. 
to the people of Paris, and is better to. conful^ 
than to re.ad. As a. reward, he.had a penfiont 
afiigned him out of the profits of the ftage,. 
which he never jecieived. They might as well 
have affigned the comedians a penfion qat of th^ 
wages of the city watch. . -/ 

DuMarfais. No one better underfiood the 
metaphyfical part of grammar than himfelf, nor 
made more profound refearches into the priflb 
ciples of languages. His book of Trcp^s is ithj 
fenfibly become neceflary, and the whple of what 
he has written cooceiping grammar d^ryes to 
be fludied.. He was one of thf^fe obfcure philo^ 
fopbers with whom Paris abounds, who judge 
cooly and juftly of every thing,, Hving peaceably 
among themfelves, and keep up a rational Gom>^ 
merce with each other, unknown to the greats 
and dreaded by the quacks of all kinds, who feek 
to lord it over weak minds. The number of 
thefe wife men is a coafequence of'tlfie fpirit of 
the age. He died in 17 SS' > 

Mar/oilier (James) was born at Paris in 1657. 
He was one of the regular canons of Sit« Gene- 
vieve, and is known by feveral hillorical writings, 
which are well executed. He died in 1724,' 

Martignac (Stephen) > was born in 1628* H^ 
was the iirft who ma^e a fufi*erable profe trza* 
flation qi Virgili (iorace, &c. I qi^^eftion much 

whether 
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whether they can ever be bappiljr rendered in 
vei-fe ; for it is not enough to have their genius^ 
the difference of the languages is an infurmoantv 
able obftade. He died in 169S. 

Mafcaron (Julius) of Marfeilles, was born in 
1634. He was bifliop of Tulles, and afterwards 
of Agen. His Funeral Orations difputed the 
prize with thofe of BoiTuet at fir ft ; but* now they 
ierve only to (hew how great a man the latter 
was. Mafcaron died in 1703. '•' 

M^ffilion was born in Provence in 1663. He 
belonged to the Oratory, and was bifliop of Cler- 
mont. No- preacher had a better acquaintance 
with the world : he was more flowery and pleaf-* 
ing than Bourdaloue ; his eloquence was thai 
of the courtier, the academic, and the man of 
wit ; and what is more, he was a philofopber^ 
moderate in his opinion, and a friend to tcrierai* 
tton. He died in 1742. 

Maucroix (Francis) was born at Noyen in 
1619. He was an hiftorian, a poet, and a mail 
of letters. 

Menage (Giles), of Angers, was bom in 163J1 
He has given an example, that it is much eaiter 
to write Italian verfes than French : his Italian 
poetry is efteemed even in Italy itfelf, and out 
language is greatly indebted to his curious re - 
fearches : he was an adept m more than one fpe^ 
cies of learning. He died in 1692. 

Menetrier (ClaudFrancis) was born in*i63T. 
He has done great fervice to the art of heraldry^ 
emblems, and devices : he died in 1705. j 

-Afcr; (John) was born at Berry in 1645. He 
was one of the rooft eminent iUuftrators of furJ- 
gery, and has left feveral very ufeful obferva* 
tions. He died in 17 2a. . 

M 5 * Mezerai 
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f JUfxnfai (Ffttnch) wHs born at Argetitan fn 
Normandy in i6io. His hiftory of France b 
yarf well fcooNvh; his othaf "iArritinga not fo 
much. He loft kts penAonl kk fayiAg what be 
ifabagfat was trUth. Ih other refpeS^, he was 
father boy tkaia exaA, and his.fttle i$ uneq<ial> 
He die* in 1683. 

' Mmmrts ( tht maoqais of )i. He Was^ favour ke 
to mbn&igneur the Dauphin t fonto Lewis XI V^ 
There arc fome little detached pieces of poetrjf 
•f hir^ hot at aH inferior tothdfe of Racine and 
Maiaard : but at they appeared at a time wheit 
good writing was very fcarce» and the marqttta 
deMirheures lived in an age when tha€ ^twas- 
bfoaght to Its perf(fe£lion, they gained greit re- 
{mtacion^ and the marquis ^as hardly known ^ 
his Ode to Venus^ imitated from Horaee, is not 
wnwkjTtfwof the original. 

L^^;W (Peter), ajefuit. He was born tti. 
lfi(K&; hfs Devotion aifie made him ridiculous ;. 
bat hie m^ht have gained a great naone by his- 
houifiade. He had a prodigious fund of imagi* 
jiation : how cpmes it then he did not fucceed T 
Becaufe he .had neither tafte, nor a knowledge of 
the g^iius of his language, and wanted a rigid 
ftiend^ Bodied in 1671. 
-- Molhre .( Jbhn-Baptifte) was born at Paris in 
ihto He w»« the beft^ comic poet that any na- 
tion ever produced. - This article led me to read 
over fhe comic poetsof antiquity; and it muft 
be confeiTed, that if we compare the art and re- 
gularity of our fta|e with the Jooffc and unconi- 
ncflcd fccncs of the anciientst their weak in- 
trigues, and the indelicate cuftom of making 
their afitdrs' .relatc> in long, infipid, and improba*^ 
Ble folilo(|^ies^. either what they, had done, or 

what 

• , - Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VTKVT E R S. 2SV 

-v^vAt ttiejr were going, to do ; it mud be con- 
fefled^ -I fay, thatMoliere drew comedy from its 
chaee, as Gorneiile did tragedy; and that the 
•French are fuperior, in this refpeft, to any nation 
*tmder the fiin. Moliere, again, had another 
•kind of merit to what either Corneille, Racine, 
Boileau, or la Fontaine poflefled': he was a phi- 
Ibfo^her, ' and ftich both in theory and pradicej 
and yet to this philofepher. was it that Harlai, 
carchhifhop of Paris, fo defpifed on account of his 
^morals, denied the empty honour of fcpdture;. 
'airtd the king 'himfcif was oWrged to intercede 
' with that prdatci to permit Moltere to be private- 
ly interred in the church-yard of the little chapel 
ef St. Jofcph, in the fuburbs^ of Montmartrf,- 
He died io 167?. ~ * 

The abbe i^wf^K/; The beft tranflation of 
Gicero's Letters that we have is by him : it is- 
enriched with judicious and ufeful notes. He 
iiad been preceptor to the fon of the duke of Or* 
. leans, regent of tht: kingdom. 

La Msnnoye {l^tm^d) was bbm at Dijon in? 
1641. He Was an excellent liceratift : he was 
rtie firft who won the prize of poetry in the 
FreAch. academy, by 'his poem clu Duel aboli^ 
which isj very few excepted, one of the beft poeti— 
' eal pefformances th^t has been produced inFrance. . 
Hedied iti 1'}'^'^^ \ : 

Montefquieu (Charles), prefident of the parlia- 
ment of liourdeaux. He was born in 1689. At 
twenty-three years of age he publifhed his Per- 
fian ^Letters, a ^comrc work, abounding widi 
ftrokes that (hew an underftanditig more fdl id^. ^ 
• than his book. This work is an imftai?on of^' 
the &mmfe of Du Frehy and' the Turkifh Spy ;.. 
Sutifttcbaa imitation as ftiews how the originals-^ 
M-6>. ought! 
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ought to have been written. Thefe kind of ^r- 
formances feldom fucceed but by the help of ~ |i 
foreign air ; and a fatire upon our own nauon \s 
better received from the pen of an Afiatic than 
•from that of a countryman, as what is common 
of itfelf, becomes by this means Angular. Tlve 
genius tthich reigns in the Perfian Letters opened 
the doors of the French academy to the prefident 
Montefquieu, though that academy had itfelf 
been ill-treated in his book; but at the fame timey 
the freedom with which he fpeaks of the govern- 
ment, and of abufes in religion, incurred the 
difpleafure of cardinal Fleury, who ordered them 
to be (hut againft him again. He fell upon an 
artful method of making that minifter his friend : 
in a few days time he caufed a new edition of his 
' \H>ok to be printed off, in which he retrenched 
or fofrened every thing that could appear excep- 
tionable to him, either as a cardinal, or a miniAer 
of ftate. Monfieur de Montefquieu then waited 
upon his eminence in perfon with his book, who, 
though not much accuftomed to read, perufed 
fome part of it. This air of confidence, fup- 
ported by the good offices of fome perfons of cre- 
. dit, won over the cardinal, and ^lonte(quieu wa& 
admitted into the academy. 

After this he publi(hed his treatife on the 
Greatnefs and Fall of the Roman People ;. a 
worn-out fubjed, but which he made new by 
very ingenious reflections, and lively defcrtpt!on« : 
fo that it is a political hifiory of the Roman em-. 
pire. At length his Spirit of Laws made its ap- 
pearance ; a work in which there appears much 
more genius than either in PufFendorf or ,Qro- 
tius. We cannot read thefe authors without 
doing 9urfelves fome kind of violences but we 

lend 
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reitd the Spirit of La^s :is much for amufement 
as inftru(3ion. This book is wrote with as much 
freedom as the Perfian Letters ; and this freedom 
did, not a little contribute to its fuccefs, by draw- 
ing upon him enemies, who increafed his repo* 
:ta ipn by the hatred they brought upon them- 
ielves. Thefe were afet of men, who, delight- 
ing in the obfcure fa^ons of ecclefiaftical c«n- 
.troverfy, hold, their own opinions as lacred, and 
thof^ who defpife them as impious and facril^ 

ficus. They wrote with great acrimony againft 
lontelquieu, and pijevailed on the Sorbonne to 
examine hi^ book ; but the infamy and contempt 
With which hi^ perfecutors were loaded, prevented 
that college from proceeding any farther. The 
principal merit of the Spirit of Laws is that love 
fo^ the laws that reigns throughout the whole 
•work, which love, is founded Qn ths^t for mankind. 
What is mod extraordinary is, that the enco- 
;miums he gives to the Engliih government is 
-what pleafed moft in France. The fmart and 
. flinging irony againft the Inquifition, which is 
.found in this work, charmed all the world, ej^" 
cept the Inquifitors: his reiIe£lion$, which are 
-almoft always profound, he fupports |)y examples 
.drawn from the hiftory of all nations. It is true, 
/that he has beep reproached with taking his ex- 
amples too frequently from iaconiidejrable favage 
nations, in a manner unknown, and upon the 
accounts qf^ travellers, whofe fidelity there is top 
much reafon to fufpe^^. He is not always very 
exa^ in his quotations : for inftance, he mak^ 
the Author oif the Political Tefiament, afcribcd 
to cardinal Richelieu, fay, ^< That if there fhould 
be found among the people an honeft man voh 
fortuaate> cbatt man muft not be employed;'' 

whereas 
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ikifert^s tht PdHtical Tcftamcnt, in the placr 

^ttfot^cl; ^n}f fays, that it is beft to employ men* 

«f f^ftftune ifrf ediicanon, as the JeaMidW^ t*^- 

•fee corrupted. The cominual wknt of tMthod 

•t^ttoughoiit thM wotky the fingtiUr affedati6n of 

•puwing' H;tj-n>ore thart two or three lines in a 

•chapter, ft'nd that frequently, and thofe lines no- 

T^irtg but a-'pieteof-pleafantfy, has- df%iifl:€d: 

•m'any red-dert, ' who complain ^&f meeting fomo- 

-tiAic^w^Ch^ftHtes oP wit Whei^eihey expcded ir- 

gumerit^. Thi» ^uthcjr Is likewife reproathetf^ 

with hsaving^ advanced ; too fcnariy doubtful Id^eas^- 

for certain mitb-y but jf he dbe» hot always ift- 

ftrvlfthlife reaider^, he^tlways fets him athinkingt. 

* atid that is no fmall degree of merit. His lively - 

and 'ingenious manner of exprcflion,. in which- 

we trace the imagination of his coumryotan 

•!Mbrtta?^i4ei h^s, above aH, ^tontVihutc* to t!te 

' -great, i^pufa:ion of the Spirit of Laws : the fanie 
tiling faid by a man of equal or even foperior' 
learning ta him, #ould not have been read. In 
foHirt, there is not any work in which there is 
more wit, a-nd a greater mimber of learned ideas 
and bold things ; or where a reader can find more 
' dppdrtunities' f<5r inftrucSyon, whethta^he approves* 
•Of coi^demnrf his opintum. We may, \vith jaf- 
tice, rank-tViS' in the number of original worib 
^at were ai^ ornament to the age of Lewis XIV.. 
5itid which have no-model i^r^ ahriquity. He died 
in 1755, lilce a philolbpher, as he had lived. 
' :/W^>r//^Kfd« (Bernard) -was- bom rn I0;^5. He- 
^Wa^si ifenediQihe, and one of the nnoft iearmrd 
-afitieWriins^m Europe* He died in ly+J*' 
' ' ''^rttpSnJtkr-{A rtna- Mafria^Louifa- t)f (l)rfcanr), . 

* -BHoVvh' %y th^ iiAme df MademoifelHi. She vhz 
' daughter' to tSafl^ JUAe ef Oikaiifts^'afltf was 
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Wrn alParh in 1627. ^" Memoirs are t^hep 
thofe of a wotiinn full q{ hdrfelf, than a princef» 
who hadi beett witnefs to great events; hut theref 
arc fetcral thb^ very curious. She 4itd iti 
IJ693. 
Montrmil (Matthew di). He w onjjfof thofit 

5)eafing and eafy writers^ which the age of Lewis^ 
(IV. produced in grcac nimibera, and who all 
fvcceeded In the middliBgiWiy ; but the ipirit oV 
ihe tinoff^and iiiik»tlon^ have mad« matiy agree-^- 
aUe authon. 

JHorari (Lewis) was bom in Pfbvence rh 1643J. 
It was little expcfled .thaC'thc author of the Conn-* 
try of Love^ and the translator of Rodrigu^^^, w6fild' 
in his youthful days tmdertatoe the firft Di^aiofiary 
•f Fa£^s that had ever appeared^ This laborious-' 
undertaking coft him his Ji(e. Thtf woric^ which 
has been greatiy. improved and augmented, beari 
hii aame,,bfut it-no longer his. it is a. new tiW 
ficc, built' upon thd old plan. The many fufpi- 
dous genealogies have greatly injured the cha« 
raScr of this otherwife ufeful work. He died: 
in 1680. There has^ been a fupplemeat pub* 
Mflied, which b full of errors. 

jlifefw (Michael- John-Baptift) was bom at* 
Beaujolors in 1583. He was a phyGcian, ama^ 
Ihematfcian, and, through the prejudice of tbe^- 
times, an aKroIogen He drew the horofcope of 
XewisXIV. Notwtthftanding his quackery,' he 
was a Q^an of learning. He died in 1656. 
. Marin < John) was born at Btois in 1591. He- 
was very learned io the) of iental knjp|u«ig^s, and ill 
ortticifm^ ! Hedied:at theOratdry Sn 165^/ > - 

\Mflrin (Simon)vws&'horn tnNtonatldy in 162^ 
W:e mention Mni >hne- dniy 10 deplore Ms fatri 
fc%.' and tb^of AdMk8adtei>efai^ret») lik ae^ 

cufef« 
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cufer. Saint-Sorlin was a fanatic^ who Infemtied 
againft another. Morin, who defcired only to 
be fent to a mad-hoafe, was burnt alive in 1663, 
before philofophy had naade fiifficient progrefs ta 
prevent learned men from dogmatizing, and 
judges from being crud. 

La Motti-Houdart (Anthony) was bom at Pa- 
ris in 1672. He was &mous by his writings^ 
and amiable in his manners: he had many 
friends, that is to fay, people who were pleafed 
with his company ; but I was with htm in hislaft 
moments, and Taw blm expire without a creature 
by his bed-fide. . Thb was in 173 1. 

The fole regard to truth obliges me here to 
tranfgrefs the ufual bounds of thefe articles. 

This man, who was fo gentle in his manners* 
and who never gave any one, when living, the 
leaft fubjed of complaint, was, after his deaths 
'accufed» almoft in a judicial manner, of an enor-* 
mous crime ; no lefs than that of having been 
the author of thofe horrible couplets which 
proved the ruin of Roufleau in 17 10; and of 
having, for feveral years, direded the wbcJe 
fcheme that occafioned the condemnation of an 
ianoceilt man. This accufation comes with.fo 
much more weight, as being made by a p^rfoh 
who was intimately acquainted with the affair^ 
and who drew it up in the nature of a lafl will 
and teftament. N. Boindin, attorney-general to 
the treafurers of Frante, when he died, in 17524 
left behind him a very circumfiantial memorial, 
jn which, after a filence> of forty years, he ac^ 
cufes La Motte-Houdart of the French academy, 
Jofeph Saurin of the academy of fciences, and 
pne Malafaire a merchant, of framing this vil- 
iaioouiB defigp, and the chatekt and the parlia^ 

ment 
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nvil^. ?fj;hi»Ying./p<?^0ftYe]>[. awankd the. mofll 
unjuft fentences. But, 

Kirft, if N. Boin^inAras afhially perfuflded of 
th«^ IPQOc^Qce of Rovireau.» why did he deUy fo 
long, to fnake it: koownH At. lead, why did he 
^t publUb it imiTied(9k(^y: after the death of his 
enemies ;i and why 4id hp not preftnt thi&memo^ 
rial, which had lain written Jby him upwards o£ 
(wenty ye^rs ? 

adly,. Is it not obvious, th^t Boindin's memo-' 
i\d\ is np ptber than a defamatory libel, and that 
^bl^man entertained a^ equal hatred to every 
911^ whom he mentions in this information in* 
(^.nded for j>ofleri(|y ? 

j. 3d]y» He /ets out with fa£b which every one 
knows tobe falfe. He pretends that the count 
de Noce, and N. Melon; the regent's fecretary» 
^^e s^flbciates ijvith Malafaire^ a pettf jeweU 
merchant.: £v/sry one whawas acquainted with 
the(e. people ikqow this to be. a flagrant calumny^ 
He ^ti^ryrards confounds N. laFaye, fecretary of 
the king'^s ciofet, with his.brother the captain of 
the guards. Lafily, how can a jeweller be fup- 
pofed to have bad a fliare in all this fcheme of the 
couplets i 

4thly, Boindin pretends that this jeweller, and 
Sapr^n the geometriciai^,. joined with La MottQ 
to prevent Roui&au from obtaining Boileau'a 
penCpn, <who.was-ftill Kvingin 17 10. : Could it 
be poiTible for three perfons of fuch different pro** 
feffipi>^ to jojp together, aqd meditate fo deep ^ 
fcheme, one fo infamous in itfelf, and fo difE- 
cult jn its execution as that of depriving a citin 
zen,. then, in obfcurity, of a penfion which was 
nc^ even vacant, tbatRoufleau v^ould nevpr havQ 
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bkilv »id CO wMdi neither t>fth^ tfiree alffixnttrr 

had any pretenfions i 

5tkly, After having^ agreed that Roaifeiu bad 
trritten theiive firft <:oiipl€t»» wliricb precede tfaore^ 
that occafoned hisdffgrace, he-mafes La Moite- 
Houdart'fu^ededai author of ^a dotttt others iit' 
th« fame tdOe ) and, is the Mi pt'oof of thn ac- 
cufiicion, .he fays, that rhefe twelve couplets, 
which were fatires upon a like number of perfonr 
who ufed to meet at the houfe of N. Villiers, 
were: brought by La'Motte-Houdart hittrfelf to 
that gentt^man> ho«fi^,/an hour after^ Roufieau} 
bad been -kifortned that the perfon* m qtieftioff- 
were to meet there. Novv> fays he, Rotifleati 
bad not above an houi^s time to compofe and' 
tronferibe theft dtfMi^'^i^ verfes. La Mo'tte 
was the perfon who brought them to Vilh'ers $ 
therefert La Motte muft be the author. On 
the tontrary, methirtks, his opcnhcfe in* carrying 
them thither might be af priifiithtkitm thdt He was 
not guHtyof writing tfiem^. Thcy'^were thrown 
^ hw door, as they were at thofe of fevcra! 
(Other perfons : he opeiled the paper they wcre^ 
$ncIo(ed in, and fbu^ the^m fBIl of^he blacfeefl 
invedives againft all his friends, and himfeff 
like wife ; upon which he immediately went andi 
made thedifcovery. This has all the air of in« 
Aooence. 

6thly, It h necefliry that thofe *wh6^ fntcreft 
themfelves in this myftery of iniquity fhould be 
informed, that within Imle more than ^a month 
there had been a meeting of friends at the houfe 
of Nrf Villier^, moft part of whom were the 
fame perfons thslt Roufieati had alrea^dy abufed in 
five fafiirical Coi^jilets, which- he had imprudently 
ctj^ated to different people. The very firft of 

theie: 
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t>efe twdirjf n«w couplet* foflkteiitlf -ftcw% fbac 
the parties in queftion ufed u> meet fonnetimes at 
the coHee^houfey and (bfl^etimes at mopfiem de 

ViUiers/. . . 

Sfiis a/fembUi cheTi de Vtlltirij 
Far ml hi/(fis irgupg. £eHu^ 
D'un vil iaffi £gmi pilun^ . 
Crftignez lafureur qni niirrite. ^ 

je vai vous pourfuivn en Uus Keutt^ ; 

Vouinfiircir^youi rfndreodieux, 
, ye, v^\i:^ ^lufartaut m vcui, chante ^ ; t 

reus pereer &f rire a vas yewf ^ , i 

. £ji uni daiueur que m^emi^mti^ 

^ Ve fools, that grace thchoufe of VUIicfS^ 

Imperial folly's chofen band» 

Of a blind cpflree-houfe the worthy pillarSf. 

Revere and dread my chaft^ning hand. 

': Your bated fteps niy vengeance Ihall purfiie, • 

- And djrag your fislly'd fame to public view. - 

Voumall be ftigmatiz'd in ev'ry part : 
To laugh and ridicule your nx)tley creur 
Shall be the <itarling pleasure of my hearts 

jrthly, tt is iritirely falfe that the five firft 
couplets, which were known tp .be Roufleau's^ 
w^reonly a flight piece of ridicule upon five pj 
iix private peribn8| as the memorialift aflert^^ 
There is the fame malignity in them as in the 
others. ■ 

^uf k icmrreau par fin vedet 

Fajfeunj^ur fernt le'Met 

PeBerrin^defafe^utSey 

3iti Peco^rquijmt k bdOet . - ; ; '• . 

JtS Ufautf «» pieddf h'iAHk. . 
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May Ketch, by dint of hempen rope. 
The noify pipe of Berrin ftop. 
Of him and aH his fquawling tram ; 
And may Pecour, who made the hop^ 
Be flogg'd 'till he i^ dy'd in grain. 

Such is the ftile of the five firft couplets owned 
by RoufTeau, and certainly this is not very deli* 
cate raillery. It is exadly in the fame fiile with 
the others nHiich followed. 

Sthly, As to the laft couplets, to the fame air 
that, in kyio, occafioned a profecution to be 
brought againft Saurin of the academy of feiences, 
the memorialift fays nothing more than what 
the printed cafe informed us of long ago ; only 
be is dP opinion, that the wretch who was fen- 
tenced to be banilhed, for having been fubocped 
by RoufTeau, ought to have been condemned to 
the gallies, if he had really given falfe tefl-imojqr* 
In this, however, moniieur Boindin is miftakeo; 
for, 'in the firft place, it would have been a ridi- 
culous piece of injuftice to have condemned the 
perfon fuborned to the gallies, when only banifli- 
ment was inflifted on the fuborner : and in the 
fecond place, this unhappy wretch did not ap- 
pear as the accufer of Saurin. Bf fides, be could 
not have been abfolutely fuborned ; for he gave 
in feveral contradi<^ry declarations ; and the na- 
ture of his fault, and the weaknefe of his under- 
ftandmg, did not allow of an exemplary punifli- 
ment* 

gthly, N. Boindin gives us exprefly to under- 
ftand in his memorial, that the family of Noailles 
and the Jefuits affifted to ruin Roufleau in this 
aiFair; and that Saurin employed all his xredit 
and intereft for. that purpofe., I myf^lf know of 

a ccr- 
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a certainty, and feveral perfons now living know 
it as well as myfelf, that neither the Noailles's 
family, nor the Jefuits, folicited any fuch thing. 
As to intereft» that w^s at firft intirely on the 
fide of Rouflfeau ; for, notwithftanding that the 
general cry was againft him, he had gained two 
fecretaries of ftate, namely, monfieur de Pont- 
ctiartrain and monfieur de Voiiin, who were not 
at all intimidated by this cry. It was in confe-' 
quence of their orders, in form of foUicitations, 
tha^ the lieutenant-criminal, Le Comte, caufed 
Saurin to be feized and thrown into prifon, in- 
terrogated, confronted, and crofs-examined, and 
all within four and twenty hours. The chancel- 
lor reprimanded the lieutenant criminal, for fo 
precipitate and unprecedented a procedure. 

As to the Jefuits,. it is fo far from being true 
that they declared themfelves againft Roufleau, 
that immedi;^tely after the contradidory fentence 
of the chateiet, by which he was unanimoufly 
condemned, he retired to the noviciate of the Je- 
fuits, under the.direSion of father Sanadon, at 
the time he was appealing to the parliament. 
This retreat of his to the Jefuits proves two 
things; iirft, that they were not his enemies ; 
and fecondly, that he wanted to oppofe the (bew 
of religion to the accufation of. libertinifm 
;brought againft nim. He had already written his 
beft pfalms, at the fame time with his licentious 
epigrams, which he called the Gloria Patri to 
bis pfalms ; upon which Danchet addreifed him 
in the following lines ; . . . . 

J U mafquer bMkj 
Trdduis tQur i tour 
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Petrdne a la vWe^ 
* David a la Cour, 'tfc. 

In pious fraud (o witty, ' ' 

Tranflating for thy Q)6rt, 
Pctronius in the city, 

And David's pfalhis at court. 

It would, not, therefore, be in the leaft far- 
prifing, that having, liloe many others, put oh 
th« cloak of relrdon, while he continued to wear 
that of the cynick, he fliould have kept the firft', 
which was now become ablblately neceffary id 
Wm. We Ihall draw no corifequence from thb 
indtrftion, as the heart of man is known to God 
alone. 

xothly, It is of confequence to obferve, dur- 
'ing upwards of thirty years, that La Mottc- 
Houdart, Saurin, apd Malafalrc, lived kfter this 
profccution, not one of them Was ever fufpeflcd 
6f-the. leaft wickedf fcheme, or the flighteft fa- 
tire. La ^otte-Houdart never fo much as made 
any reply to the black invectives contained in 
the Calotes, and other lampoons under difFereot 
titles, with which one or two th6iv, who were 
xletefted by .all the world, baded him, for a long 
'time. He n'evtrdlfgraced iiis talents by fatircj 
and when in 17.09, after having been perpetually 
Infuh^d b/ Roufieau, he made this beautiful ode ; 

On'ne fe chmfit point Jon pin ; 
Par un reproche popalaifi 
Le fage rCeJl point ahatu^ 
Ow^ quoi que le'vulaaire penfty 
Roujfeau^ la plus vth naiffance 
-'."- Donne du lujlu a la vertu, £^r. 

The 
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The fon his parent does not cKuie : ' . 
By grbundlefe damotir and abufe, 
The wHe-will nevtr^be dqciftfed. 
Whate'cr the vulgar may. opine, 
' RouflSaii/.themcapeft' birth ^iil fhbej 
' By facfed virtue*^ lays rcl!e£led. 

When he wrote tWs* piecfc,' I*fay, it was rathet 
as a leflon of moraJity and philofophy than a fa« 
tifc. He therein exhorts Rooffeau, who' deny'A 
his father, not to beaffhamcd of his birth, and 
adviifcs hhn to get the' better of the ipirit of en- 
vy arid fetire-. ' Nothing can be more unlike that 
ragewhfch "breathes in the couplets of which h^ 
isaccuied. 

' "telft Roiifliau, after his contJemmition, which 
fbouM. hate^ made him more prudent, whether 
he had beett ' ihnocent .or culpable, could not ^et 
the better of his inclination. He fpequiritly 
fibufed ihofe? very pcrfons in* epigrams whom he 
had attacked in his couplets, namdy. La Faye^ 
Oanchet, La Motte- Houdart, &c. He made 
Vbtfes againft his old aiid n'ew proteftors, fome 
6f which are to be found in, thofe letters of 
Msv^Hicih fo ill defcfved to be made puhlSc j. 
and moft part, of thefe verfes are in the farrtd 
Itile as the couplets, for which he was con- 
demned by the parliimeHt, witnefs the fonow*iAg 
againd that illultrious tnufician'Rameau, 

" Dtfiitlateurs tP accords baroques^ 
' Dmt ^tant (Tidiofs fin ferm^ 
Chei^iei' Tl^aces & ks Iroques ' 

Pme^ ^V9S Op&a- hurus^ . y^r. 
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Ye that diftil difcordant ftrains. 

So grateful to an idiot ear, ' 
Among the favage Indian fwains. 

Your inharpionious concerts bear. 

Others in the fame tafte are to be found in 
the 6oIIe£tion entitled) Roui{eau's.Pocket-W>k» 
againft the abbe d'Olivet, who had formed a 
fchefne to have him 4-ecalIed home^ In ihorl;^ 
even in the latter part of his life, when he came 
to hide himfelf in Paris under the mail^ of de* 
votion, he could not forbear f^ill making thefe 
abuiive epigrams. It is true, that age had im« 

S paired his uile, but without refof ming his di(po» 
ition, either becaufe by an unaccounftable med. 
ley of opinions, not uncommon among menj he 
pade this heinous fpirtt of abufe a part of his 
devotion, or that by a wickedneis no J^ com* 
jnon, thia devotion was only hypocr^y. 
; iithly. If Saurin, La Motte, and Malafaire^ 
had really plotted the crime of which they were 
accufed, thefe three men having been afterwards 
upon v.ery indifferent terms with each other, it is 
liardly poffible but fome parf of their guilt muft 
have tranfpired. This re^edioo, indeed, is not 
. a^^roofrbut, added to other 'circunifta^Qes, it 
9a;ries great weight. ., - , . 

' ' I2thly, If a, fellow fo rude and artlefs as that 
XYilliam Arnold, who., was condemned as a 
tvitneifs fubbrned by RouiTeau, had not been 
adually guilty, he would have decfared his in- 
nocence: he wouW'have publiflied it aleiid all 
his life, and to all the .world. 1 knew the man : 
his mother vfs^ a ki'|:chen ,maid in my h^m'^ 
family, as is (aid in Saurin's fadumi^aqdLboth 
his mother and himfelf have acknowledged fe- 
^Y i veral 
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veral times in my prefence that he had been 
juftly ferttenced. But why then, after two and 
forty years, and juft as he was about to die, 
fhould N. Boindin have left this ftrongly at- 
tefted accufation againft three pcrfons who were 
no longer living? The reafon is this: he had 
drawn up this memorial above twenty years 
before ; that is to fay, Boindin had entertained 
a haired to all three ; that he could never forgive 
La Motte Houdart for not foliciting a feat for 
him in the French academy, and for having 
candidly declared to him, that the public pro- 
feflion he made of atheifm would prevent his 
being received. He had had a difpute with 
Saurin, who was like himfelf, of an arrogant 
and inflexible difpofition, and alfo with Mala- 
faifc, a rough and unpolilhed man, and was at 
enmity with Legeretde laFaye, on account of 
the following epigram which he had made upon 
him. 

0«/, Fadiusj on connait votre efprit^ * 

Savotr syjoniti, & quandle c»s arrive, 
^' ceuvre parait par quelque coin fautivey 
Plus aigrement qui jamais la reprit? 
Mais on ne voit qtCen vous aujjife montre 
Vart de louer le beau qui 5*y rencontre, 
Dont cependant maints beaux efpr its font cas. 
De vos pareils que voulez-vous qu^on penfe ? 
Eh quoi, qu'ils fono connaijjeurs de Heats? 
Pas nen voudrais tirer la confequence, 
Mais bien quails Jhnt gens a fair de cent pas • 

Yes, Vadius, that your wit is clear. 

And learning foli4 I muft own. 

And {hould Tome faulty work appear, 

In finding flaws you yield to none ; 

Vol. IX. N But 
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But ftUl with all your fenfe and fpirit, 
You want the art of praifing merit. 
Which every critic ftiould inherit. 
• Of fuch as you what (hall I fay ? 
That they are connoifleurs immenfe j 
But (take this caution by the way,) 
I'd muh them like the peftilence. 

This was in fa£l Boindin^s true chara<9:er, 
find it is he who is defctibed in the Temple of 
Tafte, under the name of Bardou. In bis me- 
morial he was the dupe to his hatred. He was 
^ man incapable of fayine what he did not 
think, and equally incapawe of altering any 
opinion wherewith his humour infpired him. 
In his morals he was irreproachable, in his life 
the ftrid philofopher; he did many generous 
actions ; but that morofe and unfociable hu- 
mour of his, infpired him with prepofleiiions 
which he could never overcome. 

The whole of this fatal affair, the confequenccs 
of which lailed fo long, and with which no 
man is better acquainted than myfelf, took 
its rife from the innocent amufement which fe- 
veral pcrfons of merit took in meeting together 
at a coffee-houfe, where they did not always 
pay a proper regard to the principal law of fo- 
ciety, not to offend each other. Some fevere 
critkifms pafled mutually between them ; and 
what was at firft only a breach of politenefs, 
gave birth to lading animolity, and the perpe- 
tration of crimes. 1 he reader now is left to 
judge wliether there were three guilty perfons 
in this affeir, or only one. 

It is probable that Saurin might have been 
ihc author of the taft couplets afcribed to Rouf- 

feau 
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feau. It is probable likcwife, that RouITeau 
baviog been found guilty of writing the five 
firft, Saurin wight have made the others, in 
order tp ruin him ; natwithftandlng there was 
no riv^fliip betweeii them: but there is not 
the leaft reafon to charge LaMotte with it. The 
intent of this article is purely to vindicate La 
Motte, whom I believe innoicent. After all» 
it would be very difHcult to determine which 
of the two, Saurin or RouiTeau was guilty $ but 
La Motte certainly was not. 

Be MpHeville (Frances Bertaut) was born in 
'Normandy in 1615. This lady has written 
'fame memoirs, which relate particularly to 
■q«een Anne, mother to Lewis XIV. in which 
we meet with fevtral little fails written with 
^reat appearance of trujth : fhe died in 16S9. 

Le Nain de TiUemant (Sebaftian) Son to John 
Le Nain, roaftef of cequefis, was born at raris 
in 1637. He was bred up under Nicole, apd 
was one of the moft learned writers of Pqrt- 
RoyaL His Hiftory of the Emperors^* and hfs 
Ecclefkflical Hiftory, in f^xteen volumes, are 
written with as much veracity as can be found 
in compilations from ancient hiftorians ; for 
hiftory before the invention of printing, 1)eing 
liable to very little contradidlion, was confe- 
quently not very exa<3: : he died in 1698. 

Naude (Gabriel) was born at Paris in 1690: 
he was a phyfician and a philofopher j but more 
of the latter than the former. He at firft at- 
tached hirofelf to cardinal Barberini at Rome, 
then to cardinal de Richelieu, cardinal Mazarin, 
after that to queen Chriftina, to whofe court 
he' fometimes went, to increafe the number of 
' ' . N 2 * learned 
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learned men there ; and laft of all be retired to 
Abbeville, where he died as foon as he became 
at liberty. Of all his writings his Apology for 
the Great Men accufed of Magic, is the' only 
one remaining. A much larger volume might 
be made of Great Men accufed of Athcifin, 
fince the time of Socrates. 



Populus nam fobs credit habendos 



EJfe deos quos ipfe colit 

He died in 1653. 

Nefnours (Mary de Longueville, dutchefs of) 
was born in 1625. There are memoirs of her*s, 
in which we meet with fomc particulars re- 
lating to the unhappy times of the Fronde : fhe 
died in 1707. 

Never s (Philip, duke of) There are fome 
poetical pieces of his writing, in a y^ry An- 
gular tafte. We muft not judge of them by 
the fonnet thus turned by Racine and Def- 
preaux; 

Dans un palais dore Never s jaloux &f bUme 
Fait des vers ouja?nais perfonne rCentend rien. 

In palace gilt, Nevers, fo jealous and com- 
manding. 
Writes verfes that furpafs all human under- 

ftandin^g. 

For his verfes ^re both very intelligible and 
very pleafiiig, witnefs the following ones on 
Ranee, the famous reformer of La Trappe, 
who had written againft archbifliop Fenelon. ' 

2 Cet 
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Cet Ahhi qu*on croyait paitri de faintetiy 
Vteilli dam la ^etratte W dans Phumilite^ 
Orguilleux defes croixy houffi de fa fouffranciy 
Rompt fei facris fiatuts tn rampant Uftlence^ 
Et contre un faint Prilat s'animant aujourSui 
Dufond defes deferts declame contre lui^ 
Et moins humble de caeur quefier defa doSbiniy 
III ofe dicidex ce que Rome examine* 

That Abbe deemed fo humble and fo holy. 
Grown old in cell and pious melancholy. 
Proud of .his crofs, elated with his yoke. 
His facred vows, at length, and filence broke ; 
Now 'gainft a blamelefs prelate he declaims. 
And from his cloifter poifon'd arrows aims; 
Lefs meek of heart than fluih'd with learning's 

pride. 
While Rome yet doubts, he ventures to decide. 

His genius and talents are revived with im- 
pfovement in his grandfon: he died in 1707. 

Niceron (John Peter) a B^rnabite monk, was 
b6rn at Paris in 1685. He was author of the 
Memoirs of Illuftrious Perfons in Literature. 
All his charadters are not illuftrious ; but he 
fpeaks of each in a fuitable manner, and does 
not call a goldfmtth a great man. He deferves 
a place among the ufeflil literati: he died in 
1738. 

Nicole (Peter) was born atChartres in 1625: 
he was one of the beft writers in Port-Royal. 
What he has written againft the Jefuits is no 
longer read ; but his moral eflays, which are 
of fervice to mankind, will never be forgotten. 
That Chapter ih particular which treat* on the 
N 3 mean* 
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means of prcfcrving peace* in focicty^ «*a nnr- 
fter- piece unequalled by any thing of the kind 
among the ancients ; but this peace is as dif- 
ficult to be eflabliihed as the politicaJ one of the 
abbe de St. Pierre: he died* in' 1695- 

D'OrkanSy (JoTeph) a Jefuit. The firft who 
made choice of the revolutions of flates, afr tile 
onJy fubjecl of hiftory. Thofe of England be 
has written in an elegant ftile ; ^ut after the 
reign of Henry VIII. heis rather eloquent than 
fairh 'ul : he died in 1698. 

OzMncnn (Jame^) a Jew by extra^ion, was 
born at Dombe-s in 1640 : he learnt geometry 
without the help of a matter at fifteen years of 
age. He is the firil who compiled a Mathemei- 
tical Di<Si:ionary. His Mathematical Amufe- 
ments have ilill a great fale: he died \xk 

Pagi^ (Anthony) a Francifcan, was born in 
Provence in 1624. He corre&ed Baronius, for 
which he had a penfion from the clergy : he 
died in 1699. 

Papin (IfaacJ was born at Biois in 1659 : be 
was a Calvinift \ but having quitted that re- 
ligion he wrote againft it : he died in. 1709. 

P^7r^/W (Ignatius Gafton) a.Jefutt, born at 
Pau in 1638^ known to the world by bis £ie» 
ments of Geometry, and his tra£t upon the 
Souls of Brutes. To pretend, with Defcartes^ 
that animals are meer machines, without fenfa- 
tion, though furniihed with the proper organs, 
is directly to contradid reafon and experience. 
On the other hand, to fay they have fouls, pro- 
perly fo called, is faying what cannot be proved : 
but to fay they are endued with memory and 

fca- 
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fcnfatlon, though the manner of their operation 
cannot be explained, would be fpeaking like a 
man of judgment, who knows that it is better 
to be ignorant than to err ^ for what work of 
jiature is there with whofe firft principles we 
are acquainted : he died in 1673. 

Parent (Anthony) born at Paris in 1666 : he 
was a good mathematician, though he never 
had been taught by any niafter : but what is 
ftill more remarkable, he lived a long time at 
Paris independent and happy upon lefs than 
two hundred livres a year : he di^d in 1716. 

Pafcal ('Blaife^. His father was the firft in- 
tendant that was appointed at Rouen : he was' 
born in 1623, 5**^ ^^^ ^ great genius, of the 
iuperiority of which he thought of availing 
hioifelf, m the fame manner as kings of their 
power, that is, to bring every thing in fubjec-* 
tion to him by main force* What in his 
Thoughts moft difgufts fome readers is the con- 
temptuous, authoritative air he aflumes ; but 
he ought firft to have been fure he had reafon 
on his fide. It muft be owned that he contri- 
buted much to the improvement of our lan- 
guage, and eloquence. His enemies and thofc 
of Arnauld found means to prevent any noiicq 
being taken of either in Perrault*s book onllluf- 
trious Men. This gave occafion to the quoting 
and applying to them that paflage of Tacitus : 
Prafulgebant CaJJius ^ Brutus eo ipfo quod eorum 
effigies 7j,on vifebantur : he died in 1662. 

Patin (G\x\) born at Houdan in i6oi : he 
was a phyfician ; but is better known by his 
Letters,which are full of flander and*abufe, than 
by his flcill as a phyfician. Thefe Letters ha\<e» 
been much read^ on account o£ the anecdotesf 
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fatire, and fecret hiftory in them, with which 
mankind in general are extremely delighted. 
It evidently appears from him how little co- 
temporary authors, who write the news of the' 
day, can be depended upon as guides by an hif- 
torian : for that news is often found to befalfe, 
or mifreprefentcd through malice; befides, all 
thefe little anecdotes cannot afford much enter- 
tainment, except to littk minds : he died in 
1693. 

Patln ("Charles j born at Paris in 1633, was 
the Ion of Gui. His works are read by the 
learned, as his father's Letters are by the idle 
and trifling. Charles was a very learned anti-. 
quarian ; but he left France, and died profefTor 
of medicine at Padua in 1693. 

Patron ("Oliver^ born at Paris in 1604. He 
is the firft in whofe pleadings we find any thing 
like purity of language. In his lafl illnefs, 
Lewis XIV. ordered him fome money, being 
informed he was but poor : he died in 168 1. 

P^i//7ja; CStephenJ born at Paris in 1632: 
he was attorney-general of the parliament of 
fvletz, and writ fome pretty pieces of poetry : 
he died in 1705. 

Pelijfon Fontanier ('Paul^ a Calvinift, born at 
Beziers in 1624. He was confident and fecre- 
tary to the fuperintendant Fouquet ; was a very 
indifferent poet indeed, but very learned and 
eloquent. In 1661, he was confined in the 
Baft.Ie for his fidelity to his tnafler, where he 
continued four years and a half. After his dif- 
charge he pafled the remainder of his life in 
writing the mofl: fulfomc encomiums on the 
king, who had deprived him of his liberty. It 
is only in abfolute monarchies where fuch an ab- 

jeft 
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jeft fervility and bafenefs is to be found. More 
a courtier than a philoibpher, he quitted the 
religion in which he wa$ educated, in order to 
make his' fortune, in which he fucceedcd: for 
he rofe to be comptroller of accounts, mafter 
of requeils, and abbe, and had a commiffion to 
employ the third of the money granted to en- 
gage ^the Huguenots to follow his example in 
renouncing their religion.- His Hiftury of the 
Academy is much admired : but he writ a great 
many other things befides that, as Prayers during 
Mafs, a Piece upon the Eucharift, Pieces on 
Love and Gallantry, and love yerfes in abun- 
dance to Olimpe, by whom was meant made- 
moi Telle des Vieux, who, it is faid, was mar- 
ried to the celebrated BofTuet, before he took 
orders. But the performances that haye done 
moft honour to Peliflbn are his excellent Dif- 
. courfes concerning M. Fouquet, and his Hif- 
tory of the Conqueft of Franche-Compte. The 
Proteftants pretend, that he died in a ftate of 
indifference as to all religions, the contrary of 
which is aflerted by the Catholics: his death 
happened in 1693. 

Perrault (Glaud) born'at Paris in 161 3: he 
was a phyfician, but prefcribed only for his 
friends. Without the affiftance of any mafter, 
he became a great proficient in all the arts that 
have any dependence on defign, and in mecha-. 
nics. He was a good naturalift, and a great 
architedt. He encouraged the arts under Col- 
, bert, their j>atron ; and gained a reputation, in 
fpite of Boiieau : he died in 1688. 

P^rrW/ (Charles) born in 1626, brother of 
Claud. Being comptroller-general of the build- 
ings under Colbert, he brought the Academics 
N 5 of 
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of Painting, Sculpture, and ArchiteAure, int<v 
form and order. He was an encourager of mea 
of letters, who made their court to him during 
the life of his protedor, but afterwards aban* 
doned him. He hath been charged with pre* 
judice and injuftice with regard to the Antients ; 
but his great fault is the critictftng them im- 
properly, and without judgment, and making 
enemies of thofe who could have defended his 
caufe. The difpute hath been and will be a 
long time a party-afFair, as it was in Horace's 
days. How many are there in Italy, who, tho* 
they cannot read Homer with any pleafure, but 
are in raptures when they read Taflb or Ariofto i 
yet cry up the former as inimitable ! he died in 
1708. 

Petau (Deny^) born at Orleans in 1583, a 
Jefuit. To him we are indebted for feme cor- 
retStions in chronology : he writ no lefs than fc- 
venty different pieces^ and died in 165a. 

Petit de la Croix (Francis.) He was one of 
thofe whofe merit the great Colbert encouraged 
and rewarded. At the age of feventeen, he 
was fcnt by Lewis XIV. to Turkey and Perfia, 
to learn the oriental languages ; and, what will 
appear a little extraordinary, he writ a part of 
the life of Lewis in Arabic, which is read and 
cfteemed in the Eaft : he writ befides, the Hi^f- 
tory of Gcno/is-can and Tameriane, compiled 
from ancient Arabian authors j and many other 
valuable tra<Sls. But of all his performances 
his tranllation of A Thousand and" one Day, is. 
t le moft read. 

Vkcmme eft de glace aux verites^ 
11 ejl nefcu pou7' U menfongt^ 
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Mankind to truth are cold as ice ; 
But foon take fire at lies aod fiiStion. 

He died in 1687. 

Petit (Peter) born at Paris in 1617: he- 
was a man of learning, and a philofopher : his 
works are in Latin : he died in 1687. 

Perron (Paul) born in Brittany in 1639 : he 
was a great antiquarian, as appears from his 
tra<Si on the origin of the Celtic language : he 
died in 1706. 

Du Pin (Lewis) born hi 1637, a doftor of the 
Soi bonne : he got much reputation, and fome 
enemies by his Bibliotheqae des Auteurs Ecclefi-' 
aftiques : he died in 1719, ' 

La Placette (John) b6rn in 1639, at Beam : 
he was a proteftant,. and preacher in Hol- 
land, and at Copenhagen : he is the author of 
feveral works that are efteemed : be departed thisf 
fife in 17 18, at Utrecht. 

De Polignac (Melchior)' cardinal, born at 
Velay in 1662 ; as good a Latin poet as it is 
poffible for one that now writes in that lan- 

f;uag^ to be.. In his own, he was very eloquent, 
t appears from his choice, as well as that of 
others, that it is eafier to write in Latin verfe 
than in Frencfi. Unhappily for him while he 
oppo fed Lucretius, he oppofed Newton : he- 
died in 1741. 

Pone (Charles) born- in Normandy in 1675^ 
a Jefuit. One of the few profeffors that have 
been known to and admired by the world in 
general : his eloquence refembles that of Sc- 
jieca: he was a poet and a wit; but his chief ex- 
cellence and merit was making learning and 
virtue appear amiabk to his puils : he died in 
i7.tu 
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Du Put (Peter) : the fon of Claiid d€ Put, 
counfellor- of parliament, and a very learned 
man, was born in 1583. His learning was an 
advantage to the ftate 5 for he was at great 
pains in fearching a»d collefting charters, and 
other vouchers of the king's rights and prero- 
gatives over feveral ftates. He cleared up the 
Salic law as much as it is poflible to do it, and 
fliewed that the Gallican church has the jufteft 
title to the liberties it claims, which notwith- 
ftanding are but a part of the privileges of the 
ancient churches. It appears from his Hif- 
tory of the Knights Templars, that fome indi- 
viduals of the order indeed were culpable ; 
but that the condemning of the whole order, 
and the punifliment of fo many knights, were 
adsofthemoft flagrant injuftice: he died in 
1652. 

De Puifegur (the marAial.) He hath left us 
an Art of War, juft as Boileau hath an Art of 
Poetry. 

J^^/7r/ (Paquier) born in 1634, of the Ora- 
tory : he was unhappy in this, that he gave oc- 
calion to a great divifion among his country- 
men : he lived in poverty and exile : his man- 
ners were fevere, as thofe of men wholly en- 
gaged in controverfy generally are. • Thirty 
pages in his book changed or foftened, ^ would 
have fpared his country much difpute, and ant- 
mofity ; but then he would not have made fo 
much noife: he died in 1719. 

Le ^lien (Michael) was born in [691 : a Do- 
minican, and very learned. He took a great 
deal of pains in writing on the eaftern church 
and that of England. In particular, he en- 
tered the lifls againft Courayer conoerning the 

validity 



Digitized 



by Google 



WRITERS. 277 

validity of ordination by Engliih bifbops. But 
the Englifli regard thefc controverfics no more 
^eban the Turks do fuch as concern the Greek 
church. He died in 1703. 

^inault (Phitip) born at Paris in 1635 : he 
.was auditor of accompts, and writ fome very 
.beautiful pieces of Lyric poetry, notwithftand- 
ing Boileau's fatire, which he bore with a great 
deal of good nature. Qiiinault was much fu« 
perior in his way to- LuUy. The former will 
always be read, whereas the latter, fettingafide 
bis recitative, cannot even be fung: yet m his 
own time he was fuppofed to be indebted to 
Lully for his reputation : but time tries all 
things. He partook, like many other great 
men, of the bounty of Lewis XIV. He died 
in 1688. 

The marquis de Quincy, lieutenant-general 
of the artillery, and author of the Military Hif- 
tory of Lewis XIV. He is very minute in his 
details, which may be ufeful to thofe that have 
patience to follow him through the operations 
of a campaign. Could exafily the fame fitua- 
tions be fuppofed to exift, they would furnifh 
good examples, but that is never the cafe, nei- 
.thcr in bufmefs nor war. • The difference is al- 
ways great, and the refemblance imperfeft. The 
conduft of war, like a game in which skill is 
requifite, is only to be learned by pra<9:ice and 
fervice, and yet the event of a battle, like 
that of a game of hazard, is often determined by 
chance. 

La^intinie (John) born at Poitiers in 1626: 
be may be faid to be the inventor of the art of 
cultivating gardens, and tranfplanting trees. 
His merit was amply rewarded by Lewis XIV. 

and 
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and all Europe now follows bis precepts* He- 
died in 

RjutTie (John) born atFerte-Milon in 1639, 
and educated at Port-Royal. When he w»t the 
tragedy of Theagenes, and pfefented it to Mo- 
liere, and that of the Frer$s Enmrnis^ with, 
the fubje^ of which Moiiere furniihed him^ 
he was an ecciefiaftic. In the patent to An- 
dromache, he is ill led prior of Epinai. Lewis 
XIV. was not infenfible to hi^ great merit. He 
made him a gentleman in ordinary, nominated 
him fometimes of his retinue when he went to 
Marli, made him lie in his apartment once du« 
ring a fit of ficknefs, belides many other valuable 
marks ^ his favour : yet Racine died of cha- 
grin, from an apprehenficm of his having in- 
curred his difpleafure ; by which it appears that 
he was a greater poet than phiiofopher. The 
merit of his works was not afcertained till of 
Jete. Mariamne,faysSt.Evremont, Sophonisba,. 
Alcinoe, Andromache, and Britannicus are af- 
fefting pieces. Thus was not only Corneille's 
Sophonisba, a forry performance, but the ab- 
furd Mariamne and Alcinoe fet on a level with 
the other mafter-pieces. Thus is gold con- 
founcftd with trafh during the lives of ingenious 
men, but death feparates them. He died in 
.1699. 

Ranee (Jean de Bouthillier) born in 1626 : 
bis firft performance was the tranilationof Ana- 
creon, and in 1664, he inftituted the terrible re*- 
form of La Trappe. Aslegiflator, he difpenfed 
himfelfwith the obfervation of that Uw, which 
obliged thofe that are confined to that dif- 
>nal place, to be abfolute ftrangers to what 
pakfles in the world. He was an eloquent wri- 
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ter. But, ffrangc inconftancy ! after he bad 
iaftituted the above fociety, and been its gover- 
nor or fuperior, be laid down the office, but af- 
terwards would have refumed it. He died ia 
J700. 

* Rapin (Rene) born at Tours in 1621 : a Je- 
fttit. He is. well known by the poem, called the 
Garden, in. Latia> and many other learned^ 
piqces. He died in 1687. 

Rapin de Thoirat (Paul) born at Caftres \xk 
,1661 : he was arefugee in England, and a lon^ 
time an officer. The Englifn are indebted t^ 
him for the only good and impartial hiftory they 
have: for their own hiftorians write all in the 
fpirit of party.. He died at Wefel in 1726. 

Regis \%^\v^xC) born in Agenois.in 1632: 
his philofophical. works are no 'longer regarded^ 
in confequence of the many dffcoveries and im- 
provements that have been made fmce he wrote^ 
He died in 1707. 

Rjtgnard {j£x2^ixz\%) born at Paris in 1647 ; his 
travels alone were fufficient 10 render him fa- 
mous. He was the firft Frenchman that vifited 
Lapland, where he left this infcription cut out 
upon a rock : Sijiimus hie tandem nobis ubi defuii 
§rbisy r. e. I am got at laft to the extremity of 
the world. He was taken in the Mediterranean 
by a corfair, and carried to Algiers,, but was 
afterwards ranfomed and made treafurcr of 
France, and lieutenant of the waters and forefts. 
He was a man of pleafure and a philofoper ; his 
genius was fprightiy, and truly comic. His 
comedy called the Jotieur^ or Gamefler, is 
thought not inferior to thofe of Molkre. On^ 
muft be a great ftranger to the genius of the 
Iwa authors, to fuppofc tkat he Hole that piece 

ironi 
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from Dufreni. He dedicated his Mmecbmes tor 
Defpreaux, and afterwards writagainfl hiiTi) be- 
caufe he had not done him juftice. Notwithftand- 
ing the gaiety of his temper, he died of chagrin 
at the age of 52. It hath even been faid, that 
he cut (hort the thread of his days himfelf. • He 
made his exit in 1658. 

Regnier Defmarets (Seraph in) born at Paris in 
1632 : he improved our language much, and 
writ fome pieces of poetry in French and Ita- 
lian. He made one of his Italian pieces pafs for 
a work of Petrarch's, but could not have made 
bis French verfe$ pafs for thofe of a great poet* 
He took his leave of the world in 17 13. 

Renaudot (Theophraftus) a phyfician, and 
very learned in more refpefts than one. He 
was the firft writer of Gazettes in France, and 
tiled in 1679. 

Renaudot (Eufebius) born in 1646: very 
learned in the oriental languages and in hiftory. 
But he deferves to be Mamed for not allowing 
Bayle's diftionary to be printed in France. He 
died in 1720. 

Rkbelet (Coefar Peter) the firft who compofed 
a didiionary almoft entirely of fatire, in which 
he fet an example more dangerous than ufeful. 

DuRier (Andrew) a gentleman in ordinary 
of the king's chamber. He was a long time at 
Conftantinople, and in Egypt, in a public em- 

51oyment. We have a tranflatioii by him of the 
Llcoran, and the hiftory of Periia. 
Du Rier (Peter) born at Paris in 1605 • ^^ 
was fecretary to the king, and hiftoriographer 
of France, but poor notwithftanding. He was 
the author of nineteen plays and thirteen tran- 
flations, all which were well received by his co- 
* temporaries. He died in 1658. 
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La Rochefoucault (Francis, duke dej born in 
1913: his memoirs are read, but his thoughts 
are not only read, but got by heart. He died in 
1680. 

Rof/ault (James) born at Amiens in 1620 : he 
abridged and explained in a clear and methodical 
manner Defcartes's philofophical works. But all - 
that can be faid for that great man's philofophy 
at prcfent is, that it exploded ancient errors* 
and fubftituted others in their places. He died 
in 1675. 

iJd?///«(Charres) bornatParis in 1661, reaorof 
the.univcrfity, and thefirft of that body who writ 
French with purity and dignity. The laft vo- 
lumes of his Ancient Hiftory are not equal to the 
iirf^, as being compofed in much greater haftc; 
yet it is one of the beft compilations extant in 
any language, becauie RoUin was a mafter of 
eloquence, which few compilers are. Had he 
b.een alfo a philofopher, it would have greatly 
enhanced the value of his Work. There are a 
number of ancient hiftories; but in none of them 
do we find chat philofophical fagacity that dif- 
tinguiihes between truth and falmood, be* 
'tween probabilit)^ and fable, or fiction, and 
fupprefles what is ufelefs and frivolous. He 
died in ,1741. 

Rotrou (John) born in 1609 ' the founder of 
the theatre. The firft fcene and a part of the 
fourth a£l of Venceflas are mafter-pieces. Cor- 
neilie ufed to call him his father ; but every one 
will agree that the fon greatly' furpaffed the fa- 
ther. Venceflas was not written till after the 
Cid. He died in 1650. 

[ Roujfeau (John Baptift) born at Paris in 
1669. Fine verfes, great errors in conduit, and 

great 
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gftatfofferings, have confpired to render hfot 
famotis. We muft cither fuppofe him the au- 
thor of the verfes that occafioned his banifh- 
ment, which, by the bye, are not unlike many 
that he avowed, or throw a flur upon the two 
tribunals that condemned him. It is not in- 
deed the firft time that two tribunals, and even 
more numerous bodies, have, with one voice^ 
pronounced very unjuft fentences,i when party- 
f^irit funs high. Thus much is certain, that 
the party againft Rouffeau were full of rancour 
and refentment. Few men have ever been more 
univerfally hated and perfecuted. Nothing lefs 
would (atisfy the public than his baniOiment ; 
nay, their averllon continued unabated feveral 

{rears after. But at laft the fuccefe of his rival . 
a Motte, the reception he met with, the repu* 
tation which, as they thought, he had unjuftly 
and unfairly acquired, and the artifice^ by wKtcb 
he had raifed himfelf to a fort of empire in lite- 
rature, made all the men of letters for fake him, 
and declare ibr Roufleau^ whom they now na 
longer dreaded. By their means the public in 
eeneral was reconciled to him. La Motte now 
Began to appear to r them too happy, beca.ufe b^ 
was rich and in vog4ie, not confidering ths^t he; 
was blind, and laboured under many infirmities 
and diforders. On the contrary, Rouffeau was 
viewed in the light of an unhappy exile; and to 
live at Vienna or Brufiek was thought a great;;sr 
misfortune than to be blind and infirm. But 
indeed both w^re very unhappy : only the one 
was the vidbim of nature, the other of the un- 
lucky adventure that occafioned his baniihment» 
Both mav ferve to (hew what partiality and in- 
juftice men are capable of, how much they varjr 
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in4he\r]Mipnt&t09 sihcl. what folly it Is to hunt ^ 
sifter popular appkuife* He died at Bnul&ls in- 
1740. See the zxtid& La Mette. 

B^ L4k Ru» (Charles) hgrn in 1643* * J^** : 
fuit, Lffttli* and French poet|». and preacher 5 h^ 
' was^one of thofc that;writ notes upon the daf- 
fies, for the; ufe. of ik» dauphin^. Virgil waft 
the author that fpU to his lot. He die4. ii^.. 
1725. 

Rkinard (ThiorrI). aBeuediciinse : be wa» a 
laborious c^kic : He fptvintaiiied, i» oppoTitioja^ \ 
to Dodwell, that there was an infinite numbey. : 
of aiartyra in tjhe primitive church. Perhaps he 
did not carefully enough 4i&ingui(b beCNveein.: 
n¥irtyr«loikva)^ natural death,, between perfecu^ 
tittos onardfigieusanda.civilaccQunt. However 
that bf , hfe muft be ranked among xhft. learn^jd. 
men of the age, in whidb the Bei^di^tiaes have 
gr^tly di$H>gut(hed themfelv^ by the oioft ; 
profound reafoning^ aa Martene^ for infta!)C€t» ' 
upon the ancient rites of the church. Tuilier 
and others have entiroiy difpelled thalcloud that 
long hung ovegr the biftory and antiquities 
of the dark age»^ tfpeciaUy vrkh. reaped, to. the 
church. Thii waf a ifsecm^of ftudy that was 
unknown tUI ihr AgQ of Lewia XIV, and in 
France only were the Qsaodii^ihet celebrated 
foit it. Hedfcd m 1707* 

De la SaUi4r& (Anthofiy dc iRatfubouillet).. 
His Madrigals are wrote with ai^ elegant ilm* 
plicity. He dSed in 1680, 

Sacy k Maitre ('Lewis Ifaac) born in 1615* 
One of tlje good writers of Port-Royal. The 
Royaumont BiUe is bj him^ and a tranilation 
of Terence's comedies: he died in 1684. His 
brother, Anthony Ic Makrej^ retired alfo to 

Port' 
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]Port-Royal : he had been a counfellor at lawy 
and was accounted very eloquent ; but the opi- 
nion of the public changed upon reading his 
pleadings, which he had the vanity to publifh. 
Another gentleman of the long robe, named 
Sacy, but not of the fame family, and a mem« 
ber of the French academy, publifhed a tranf- 
lation of Pliny's Letters in 1701, that were 
well received by the public. 

Le Sage^ born in 1667 : his romance of Gi! 
Bias ftill keeps its ground, becaufe it is natu- 
ral : he died in 1747. 

Saint Julairey (Francis Jofeph de Beau-poil, 
marquis de). It is fomething very remarkable, 
that the fincftof his verfes werecompofed when 
he was turned t>f ninety. Like the marquis de 
la Fare, he did not begin to exercifc bis talent 
for poetry, till he was paft fixty. Among 
the firft verfes he publifhed were the following, 
which were afcribed to la Fare. 

O mufe le ligire ^ facile^ 

^ifur le coteau d' Helicon 
Vintes offrir au vieil Anacrion 

Cet art cbarmanfj eet art utib^ 

^ijait rendred$uee & tranqtdk 

La plus incommode faifon ; 
Vous qui de tant defieurs fur U Pamafe eslofet 
Ormez afes cites Us graces V les risy 

Et qui cachiezfes cheveux gris 
Sous tant de couronnes de rofes^ &a 

O mufe ! indulgent and heart-eafing. 
Who on the hill of HeKcon, 
Conferr'd on old Anacreon, 

That art fo ufeful and fo pleafing^ 

That> 
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That, ev'n in winter's hoary reign. 
With ples^ure beautifies the fcene. 
You, who with flow'rs on fair Parnaflfus grow« 

ing» . 
Adorn 'd the graces in his train. 
And hid his locks of filver grain. 
With wreaths of rofcs ever blowing. 

It was this performance that procured him a 
feat in the acadetny, tho' Boileau alledged it as 
the reafon why he could not agree to his being 
admitted: he died in 1742, near an hundred 
years old, fome fay an hundred and two. 
Once being at fupper with the dutchefs of 
Maine, when he was above eighty years old, 
ihe called him Apollo, and defir^d to know 
fome fecret or other : his anfwer was. 

La diviniii qui s* amtife 

A me demander monfecrety 
Sif etais JpoUo^ nejerait point ma mufe • 
Elkferait Thetis ^ i5f le jour finir ait. 

The goddefs who my youth renews. 
And would my fecret comprehend. 

Were I Apollo, fhould not be ray mufe ; 

She fhould be Thetis, and the day (hould end» 

Anacreon, though younger, did not writ^ 
fuch pretty things. If the Greeks had had fuch 
writers as our good ones, their vanity would 
have been ftill greater than it was, and we 
fhou^d have had more reafon to admife them 
than we have. 

Sainte Marthe, This family, for tlie fpaee of 
an hundred years and upwards, hath been fruit- 
ful 
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ful in good writcft. The 4rfk Charles Gau- 
cher <Jc Sainte Marthe waa an eloquent man for 
his time: lie died in 1555. 

Scevolcy nephew of Charles, diftinguifhed 
himfelf both ^ his learDing and his exploits. 
It was'be that reduced Poitiers to the obedience 
of Henry IV. he dk^ at Loudon in 1623, and 
the famous Urban Grandier pronounced hi& fii- 
•tieral oration. 

Ahelde Sainte Marthe^ his fen, wa^ alio a lo- 
ver of learning, and died in 1652 ; and his fen, 
^srho was Itkewife named Abel, trod in the fteps 
-of his father and grandfather, and died in 1706* 
Scevola and Lewis de Sainte Marthe^ • twin- 
mothers, » and fons of Scevola. They were 
both eminent for their learning, and 'were bu- 
ried in the fame tomb at Paris, at St. Severin*s. 
They compofed together the G^illia Chriftiana. 
Denysde St. Martht^ their brother, concluded 
that work^ and died at Paris in 1725. 

Peter Scevola de Sainte Marthe^ the eldeft bro- 
ther of the laid Scevda, ivas hiftoriographer of 
France, and died in 1690. 

St, ^Evremont (Charles) born in Normandy in 
1613. Loofe morals, letters writ to courtiers, 
at a time when the word court was pronounced 
'With an emphafis everywhere, indifferent yerfes 
compofed in illuftrious focieties, and for that 
reafon called Society Vcrfes, all thefe concur- 
i-ed, with a good deal of fpirit, to raife the re- 
putation of his works. They were printed by 
one des Maizeux, together wkh the life 'of the 
author, which alone makes one large volume, 
jand yet in the whole there are not four pages 
that are interefling. It confairts fcarce anv 
thing but what i;s to be found in his works. It 
' I waa 
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was an impofition of the bookfellers and -edi- 
tors. By fuch artifices a way hath been found 
to multiply books in infinitumy and without ad- 
^mg any tiling to the knowledge of mankind. 
His exile, his philofophy, and works, are well 
known. When he was afked on his death-bed, 
if he would be reconciled to the church ? his 
anfwer was, " I wifli I could be reconciled 
to my appetite." He died in 1.703, and was in- 
terred at Weftminfter, with the kings and ilJuf- 
trious men of England. 

Saint Pavin (Denys I>anguin de). He was 
one of thofe good authors whom Defpreaux, i/i 
his Satires, confounded with the bad. What 
little be writes is efteemed for its elegance and 
delicacy. As for his perfonal merit, we m*y 
judge of it by the epitaph which Fieubet, mafter 
of requcfts, and one of the polileft gentlemea 
^f the age, made for him. 

Sous ce tomheau gif Saint- Pavin: 
Donne des larmes a fa Jin, 
Tu fus defes amis peut-etre ? 
PUure ton fort & U /ten : 
Tu rCenfus pas? fleur le tien^ 
Pajfant^ d^ avoir manque d^tn Ore* 

Here St. Pavin in mouldering duftis laid. 
O'er his cold grave a tear in pity fhed. 
Among his friends, perhaps, thy name* Wa9 
told : 
If fo, his fate and thine bemoan : 
But if it was not, weep thy own, 
That in the happy bani^ thott never waft cii- 
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U Abbe de Saint Pierre (Caftel), a gentle- 
man of Normandy, who, tho' his income was 
not great, yet, for fome time, (hared it with the 
celebrated r ontenelle and Varignon : he writ a 
great deal on politics. There is no better cha- 
racter of his works in general, than tbatgiven 
by the cardinal de Bois, viz. that they were the 
reveries of a good fubjedt : he was fimple enough 
to inculcate often in his works the moft trivial 
moral truths, and to propofe for the moft part 
things impracticable : he was continually harp* 
' ing on the fcheme of a perpetual peace, and a 
fort of univerfal parliament, which he called the 
diet of Europe. Part of this chimerical projeft 
had been attributed to Henry IV, and the abbe 
de St. Pierre, the better to recommend his no- 
tions, pretended that the European diet had 
been planned and approved of, by the'dauphin 
duke of Burgundy," and that the fcheme was 
found among his papers after his death. But 
it was a" meer fiflion of his own, to make his 
projed be the better reliflicd. He honeftly 
publiflied the ahfwer that, cardinal Fleury made 
to his propofal : '* You have forgot, moniieur, 
fays the cardinal, to propofe in the firft place to' 
fend a cortipany of miflionaries to prepare and 
difpofe the hearts of the feveral princes." ~Yet, 
notwithftanding all this, the abbe de St. Pierre 
did a deal of good. He contributed not a little 
to deliver France from the harc'fliips of the ar- 
bitrary land-tax j with refpc£l to that, and that 
alone, he writ and aCted like a ftatefman. He 
jyas unanimoufly exc^ijded the French academy, 
becaufe he had, during?lie regency of the duke of 
Orleans, a little too harflily oppofed in his Poly- 
fmodie the eftablifliment of councils to the method 

of 
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of governing adopted by 'Lewis XIV. the pro- 

icdor of the academy. The intrigue for that 

.-enJ was managed by the cardinal de Polignac, 

. and fucceedcd. What is a little unaccountable, is, 

« that the regent did not prevent it, though the 

-ciirdinal de Polignac was at that very time plot- 

•ting againft him ; and he had given the abbe 

St. Pierre an apartment in the Palais Royal, and 

had his whole family in his fervice. However^ 

the abbe did not complain. He continued to 

. Jive like a philofopher, with thofe very perfons 

who had expluded him. Boyer, the ancient 

bifliG^p of Mirepoix, his fellow-member, pre* 

vented his elogium from being pronounced at 

the academy according to cuftom. Thefe fine 

Speeches at the death of an accademician add 

nothing either to his merit or reputation ; yet 

in the prefent cafe, the refufal was barbarous : 

the fervice he had done his country, hi^ pro- 

4>ity^ and his gentkdiipofition, entitled him to 

. another fort of treatment. A few days before 

: his death, I afked him what bethought of it : He 

. replied, that he confidered it as a journey or 

.jaunt into the country. Of all his performances, 

that on t^e future abolition of Mahomedanifm 

is the moft .remarkable. He is pofitive that the 

time wiU cocpe, when reafon will be an over* 

match for fuperftition every where; that men 

► will fee and be convinced, that, to pleafe God, 

patience, beneficence, and humanity alone are 

requefted. 

It is -impoiSbl^, fays he, that a book, in which 

. falfehoods are aflerted for truths, abfurdities ad- 

-^vanced that contradict common fenfe, and 

.•raifes beftowed on a£lions manifcftly unjuft, 

ToL.ix. o niouid^ 
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fliould be a revelation from God; He ^dits 
that in 500 years time, all (otts of perfons, even 
the lowed, will be convinced of the impofture, 
and that even the mufti and the cadis will find 
it their intereft to difabufe the peo{4c, and to 
reform their religion, in order to render tbrem- 
felve$ more neceflary and refpe^led. 'Tis a cu- 
rious piece. 

Sailo (Denis) borii in 1626, A counfellorof 
the parliament of Pari9* He was the ftrft that 
introduced journals, which Bayle perfeded. 
They- have fince been brought into di%race by 
greedy bbokfellers, and omcu re writers, who 
have filled them with falfe extraAs, lies, and 
impertinence. In ihort, applaufe and abufe is 
become a traflic, efpecially in periodical papers^ 
* by which fcandalous doings, learning hath been 
much difparaged. He died in 1669. 

SandrefideCourtils^ bom at Montargisin 1644- 
I have mentioned him for no other reafon, but 
to put the French, efpecially foreigners, on 
their guard againft thofe forgeries publiflied in 
Holland. Courtils was one of the mod infa« 
mous writers in this refped. He deluged Eu- 
rope with fidions, under the title of hiftories. 
What a fcandalous thing was it, that a^ captain 
of the regiment of ChampaEne ihould go to 
Holland, and ftfpport himfelf by felling lies to 
the bookfellers. He, and fuch as follow his ex- 
ample, in writing libels againft their country, 
againft good princes who fcor|, and private pcr- 
fons who have it not in their p&wer to puniih 
them, can be confidered only as the moft exe- 
crable and abandoned wretches. He wrote the 
Condud of France fmce the peace of Nimegueti, 

• and 
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«rid the ahfwer to it. The State of France un- 
der Lewis XIII. and XIV. The ConducS^ 
of Mars in the Dutch wars. The Love Con». 
quefts of the great Alcander. The Love In- 
trigues of France. The Life of Tur^nne and 
Admiral Coligni. The, Memoirs of Roche^ 
fort, Artagnan, Monbrun, Vordac, of th^ 
tnarchione^ de Frene. The political Tcfta- 
ment of Colbert, and many other pieces, by 
which fimpletons have been impofed upon and 
abufed. i'he authors of tbofe miferable pam^? 
phlets againft France, intituled le Glaneur^ 
TEpilogueur, are his humble imitators. Thefqf 
pieces, which hunger prompted, and ftupidity 
and failfehood d ideated, are read by noiie but 
. the canaille. He died at Paris in I7i2.. 

Sa'nleque. (Lewis) A canon regular, and tho 
author of fome pretty verfeS. The age of 
Lewis XIV. produced a vaft nunrber of indif-f 
ferent poets, in whom, however^ we fooietime^ 
meet with beautiful lines. But thefe are to bey 
attributed to the times, not to the genius of tho 
authors. He died in I7i4« ; 

San/oH (Nicholas) born at Abbeville in 160O4 
He was the firft good writer on geography be-t 
fore William de L'Ifle, and. died in 1667. Hi^ 
fons were alfo emirient in that way. 

^anteuil {]t3Ln Bapt.) born at Paris in 1600; 
He was an excellent Latin poet, if that is poffi-' 
blc, but could not make French verfes. Hil 
hymns are ftill fung i:i .England. He died ui 
1697. 

Sarrajm (John Francis) born near Caen iii 
1605. He is an agreeable writer both in profi) 
and verfe. He died in 1655. 

O 2 Savari 
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Savari (James) born in 1622. He wis tbt 
firft that wrote on commerce, having been a 
long time a merchant. The council confulted 
him with regard to the ordinance of 1 670, and he 
drew up almoft all the articles of it. The dictionary 
of commerce, writ by him and his brother 
Philemon canon of St. Maur, was an urder- 
taking as ufeful as new. But books of that fort 
are like the interefts of princes, that change e- 
very fifty years and lefs. At prefent, the objeas, 
thechannelsy the returns, and the arts of trade 
are very different from what they were in the 
days of Savari. He died in. 

Saumaife f Claud) born in Burgundy in 1588. 
Hfc retired to Leyden to enjoy the liberty of the 
country. His erudition is well known. He 
died in 1653. 

Saurin (James) born at Nifmis in 1677. He 
was eileemed the heft preacher among the pro* 
teflants. Notwithdanding, his flyle is faid to 
favour of the refugee. It can hardly be fuppofed, 
foys he, thati^hofe who have forgone their coun- 
try for the fake of their religion^ (bould fpeak 
iheir native language in its purity. But in his 
.time, the French fpoken in Holland was better 
than it is at prefent. Bayle's flyle had nothing 
of the refugee ; the only thing that can be ob- 
jefled to it, is a familiarity that approaches 
fometimes to lownefs. The defefts in the 
language of the Calvinift preachers, were occa- 
fioned chiefly by their copying the incorreft 
phrafeology of the firft reformers ; bcfides, al- 
moft all cf them haviiig been educated at Sau- 
mur, in Poitou, in Dauphine, and Languedoc, 
|hey fliil retained the vicious provincial mode* 
'. . ."* of 
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»f. exprcffion. The place of minifier to th« 
nobility at the Hague was inftituted on pur- 
pofc for Saurin. He was a man of learning zn^' 
pleafure, and died in 1730. His family was 
not all related to that of Jofeph Saurin of the 
academy of fciences, who is the author of fome 
cxtrafis from the Journal dcs Scavants, fome 
mathematical memoirs, and the noted Fadurn 
againft Roufleau. Jofeph died in 1737. 

Sauveur (Jofeph) born at la Fleche in 165J. 
He learned the elements of geometry without 
the^elp of any mafter, and is among the firft 
that calculated th-e chances m games of hazard. 
He ufed to fay, that one man could do as much 
as another in mathem^iti^s. This will hold 
true with regard to mere learners ; but not t« 
them who apply themfelves to make difcoveries. 
He was dumb till* the age of fevtntcen, ^nd 
died ill 1716. 

Scarron (Paul)' the fon of a counfellor of the 
great chamber, was born in 1598. His come- 
dies are rather farces than comedies, and Virgil 
Travefte could be received only as the worlcofa 
buffoon. His Comical Romance i« the only 
piece of his that is ftill reliftied by people of 
tafte, as Boileau predrfted. He died in 1660. 

Scudert (George de) born at Havre de (irace 
in 1603. Patronifed by cardinal de Richlieu^ 
he rivalled; for fome time, Corneille in fame. 
His name is better known than his works. He 
died in 1607. 

Scudert (Magdalen) George's fifter, born a 

Havre in 1607. She is better known at prefei/ 

Wy^ fome pretty pieces of poetry, than by the un' 

wieldy romances of Cleiie and Cyrus. LewiT 

O I XiV, 
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XIV. tmted ber with nffca, and fi^tkd a 
a penfion upon her. She gained the firll pri^ 
for eloquence beAowed by the academy. Bfr 
death happend in XJOU 

5<^rtf/i (John) born at Caen in 1625. Ma^ 
denioireile calls \k\m a foit of bel efprit, but he 
was indeed a very great wit, and a man of let** 
tcrs into the bargain. He was obliged to quit 
that Princef&'e fervke^ for oppoiing her mar* 
riage with the count de Laufcn. His Eclogues^ 
ao(i tranflation of Virgil, were then admired, 
but are little regarded at prefent. What is re* 
markable, is, that fome of the v^rfes of Brebeuf '$ 
Pharfalia are flill quoted, but not one of Segrais's 
VirgiJ. Notwithjftanding, Boileau crys up Se- 
grais, but runs down firebeuf. ije died ia 
1701. 

. i/wnf/ (John Francis) bora in i6oi. Gene- 
ral of the oratory, and a preacher ; who was» 
with regard to F. Bourdaloue, what Rotrou 
was to Corneilie, his predecefibr, and fomcr 
times, tho^ rarely, his equal He is to be 
jpeckoned rather amon • the reftoreri, of elo*- 
quence, than among the truly eloquent^ who 
have been v^ry few. 

. Serucai^ firft valet de chambre to Maria The* 
refa. He was a poet of a fingular turn of ima^ 
gtnation. His tale of Kaimae, take it aUogeth^^ 
dtfcovers a very great genius. It ferves to Ihew, 
tthat very pretty tales may be told in a manner 
quite different from that of Fontaine. *Tis obr 
fervable that this piece, tho*tbe befl he writ, is 
the only one not to be. found in bis colIe£Uon. 
His Travaux d'ApolIon has alCo peculiar beau* 
ties* 
- . Sevigni 
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r Sevipil (Mary de Rabutin) born in 1626. 
Her letters, which are full of anecdotes, and 
writ with freedom- and fpirit, in a lively ftyle* 
are the bed criticifm that can be on your ftudi* 
e4 letters, in which there is- a manifeft affeda«- 
tionof wit, and: ftiil more on thefe ii£titioijis 
litters writ to imaginary correfpondents, and 
ftuffed With abfurd fentiments and adventures 
10 a pretended epiftolary ftyle. She died in 
1696. 

* Syhis^ a Jew of Bourdeaux* He was a ce!e« 
brated Phyfician at Paris, and writ a book on 
Uood^letting. But he was a much greater man 
than one would fappofe from his book ; and 
flich a phyiician as Meniere neither could ndr 
durftatlempt toridrcule* He died about the 
year 1746. 

iShan (Richard) born In 1638. He was of 
the oratory, and an excellent critic. His hifto- 
ry of the origin and progrefs of ecclefiaftical re- 
venues, and critical hiftorv of the old tefla- 
ment^ 8cc. are read by the learned every where. 
He died at Dieppe in 171 2. 

Sirmond (James) a jefuit, born about the 
y^str 1559. He was one of the moft learned 
and amiable men. of his time, . but little known 
as confeflbr to Lewis XIII. by reafon of his 
peaceable deportment in that flippery office. 
The pope made choice of him, preferably to 
all the learned men of Italy, to write the pre* 
faceto the hiftory of the councils. His nume- 
rous works were held in great efteem in his own 
time, but are very little read now. He died in 
165I. 
Sirmond (John) nephew of the former, hifto-v 
O 4 riographer 
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'^iographer of France, and privy-counfcllor; an 
honour commonly annexed to the office of hf f- 
toriographer. One of bis principal works 
16 the life of cardinal d'Amboife; which he 
Wi it with no other view, but to make him api- 
pear inferior to cardinal de Rtchlieu, bis patron. 
He was one of the firft academicians, and died 
in 164^ 

Sorkures (Szmud) horn inDaiiphiny in i6io» 
One of thofe that have had the title of hiftori- 
ographer of France. Having been iotimate 
with pope Clement IX. before his exaitatioo*. 
and not receiving from him any thing' but 
trifles, he writ to him thus : *^ Your hoiinefs 
«* fends rac ruffles, before I have got a (hirt/* 
He writ but fuperficially upon feveral fciences ; 
asd died' in 1670. 

Di la Suze (Henrietta de Coltgni, countefs) 
famous in her day for her wit and her elegies*. 
She turned papift becaufe her hu(band was a 
hugenot, and parted from him, in order, as 
queen Chriftina ufed to fay, that ihe might not 
fee him either in this world or the next. She 
died in 1673. 

TaUemant (Francis) born at Rocbelle in 1620^ 
The fecond. tranflator of Plutarch. He died in 
1690. . . 

TaUemant (Paul) born at P;iris in i64.2t Al- 
though his grand-father was the rich Montoron 
aiid his father matter of requefts, with an in- 
come of 200,000 livres prefent money, yet he 
bad little or nothing; but Colbert provided for 
him, as hedid.formany other learned men. He 
had a principal hand in the medallic hiftory of 
the king. He died in zyxz. 

Takn 
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Talon (Omer) attorney-general of the parli-i 
ament of Paris, hath left fome valuable me- 
moirs, worthy of a good magiftrate and citizen. 
He died in 1652. 

Tarteron^ a jefuit. He tranflatcd the fatires 
of Horace, Perfeus, and Juvenal, fuppreffin^ 
thofe grofsly obfcene paflages, with which one 
IS furprifed to find the works of Juvenal, but 
cfpecially Horace, fullied. In doing this he had 
an eye to the youth, for whofe benefit his labours 
were intended; but his tranflation is not literal 
enough for them ; he has given the fenfe, but not 
the import of the particular words. 

Terra/on (L'Abbe) born in 1669. He both' 
lived and died like a philofopher. There are 
many good things in hisSetos. He has tranfla- 
ted Diodorus well, but his examen of Homer 
difcovers no fort of tafle. He died 1 750. 

Thiers (John Baptift) born at Chartres ia 
1641. He is author of a numberof diflertations. 
It was he wha attacked. in prinrthe infcriptiorf 
on the convent of the Cordeliers at Rheims, 
•which runs thtrs. To God and St. Francis, 
who were both crucified. He diedin 1703. 

Thomajtn (Lewis) of the oratory born in pro- 
vince in 1619, He was a man profoundly learn-^ 
ed*, and thefirft that collated maniifcripts of the 
fathers,' councils, and'^hiffory. Towards, thd 
end of his life, he loft his memory entirjily, fd 
that he forgot that he had ev^'r writ ^riy. He 
died in 1695. 

Thoynard (Nfcholas) born at Orleans in 1629 J 
He is foppofed to have had a great hand in car- 
dinal Norris's trait on the Syrian epochs. Hia 
harmony of the gofpcls in Greek is efteemed a 
0"5 "■ * • €tt;iouij' 

Digitized by VjOOQIL ■ , , 



agS WRITERS, 

curious piece. He was a mere fcholar, hut a 
very profound one. He died in 1706. 

Dg Torci (John Baptift Colbert) nephew of 
the great Colbert, Minifier of ftate under Lewis 
Xtv. He left memoirs of the public tranf- 
adlions from the peace of Rifwick to that of U- 
trecht. They were publiihed, while this eflay 
on the age of Lewis was in the prefs, and con* 
firms every thing advanced in it. They are 
very minute, and therefore only fk for thofe 
that want to be thoroughly acquainted with the 
fubjeflof them. The ftyle is better than that 
of any of the memoir writers hb predeceflbrs; 
It difcovers the tafte of Lewis XIV.*s' court. 
But what ftamps the higheft value on them is^ 
the candour and (incerity of the author, which 
fliines through the whole. He died in 1746. 

Toureil (James) born at Thouloufe in 1656. 
His tranHation of Demoftbenes is well known. 
He di^d in 1715. 

Tournefort (Jofeph Pitton de) born in Ko- 
^ence in 1656. He was the greateft botaniff 
/n his time. He travelled by order of Lewis 
XIV. into Spain, England, Ilolland, Greece, 
and Alia, for the i mprovement of natural hifto- 
ij. He added to the catalogue of plants 1336 
fiQy^ ones, and taught u$ to know our own» 
He died in 1708. 

! Le Thurmuxj born in 1040. His Chriftian 
year is - much read, tho' it is in the index ex- 
purgatorius of Rome, or rather perhaps becaufe 
it is there. He died 1686. 
. Trijian Fhermite^ gentleman to Gafton of 
Orlearis, brother to Lewis XIIL The long 
and furprifing run which his tragedy of Mari- 

amM 
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amne had, was owing to the Ignorance of the 
times. They had then no better ; and it even 
held up its head fotne time after Corneille made 
his appearance. Infome nations, at this day, very 
indifferent performances pafs for mafter-pieces, 
becaufe they have had none better. It is not 
generally known that Trijlan turned the office 
of the virgin into verfe, nor is it at all ftrange 
that it is not. He died in 1655. 

Here follows bis epitaph. 
fffis k Min coudnrnt aupris d^un grand Silgmur* 
fe me vis toujour s paufvre^ fcf tichai deparaiin. 
fe vicus dans la, peine attendant le bonheury 
?/ mourusfur un coffire en attendant mon Maltre^ 

A wretched fpaniel crouching by his lord, 
I.ftill was poor, and pleaded ftUl difafter ; 
I liv'd in waiting at proud fortune's board i 
And dy *d upon a bench, ia waitingon my mafter. 

Vaittant (John Foy ) born at Beauvais in i632. 
The public is indebted to him fpr the Science 
4jps Madailles, and the king for one half of his 
cabinet. Colbert the minifter fent him to Italy,. 
Greece, Egypt, Turky, and Perfia. In 1674, 
he, and the architeiS): Defgodet, were taken by 
the AlgerJnes, and bothTanfomed by the king. 
Never did any learned man encounter) fo^nany^ 
dangers. He died in 1706. 

Vaillant (John Francis) born at Rome in 
1665, when his father vifited that city. He^ 
wa9 ah antiquary, as his father had been, and 
died in 1708. 
J^atincourt (John japtift Henry au Trouflel 
6 de). 
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de) born in 1653. He is chiefly known by an 
cpiftle which Difpreaux addrefles to him, tho* 
he writ fome little things himfelf. He acquired 
a handfome fortune, which is more than he 
would have done, had he minded nothing but 
his books. Mere fcholarfliip,. without that ac- 
tivity and fagacity which renders a man ufeful, 
leads to nothing but mifery and contempt. One 
of the beft difcourfes ever fpokcn at the academy^ 
18 that wherein Mr. tile Valincourt endeavours 
to corrcA the error of -that multitude of young 
people, who, miftaking an itch of writing foe 
genrus and talent, pefter princes with their 
vcrfcs, deluge the public with pamphlets, accu- 
fingthemof ingratitude, becaufe theyforfboth 
arer fools and idlers. He begs that thofe of them 
thathavean ear would hear, andbeperfuaded,that 
the profeflSon which they look upon as the low- 
eft, is infinitely .more eligible than that which; 
thev have taken up. He died in 1730. 

• Vahis (Adrian) born at Paris in 1607, hifto- 
riographcr. of France. His beft works are his 
notice its Gaules, and his hiftory of the firft 
raceof our kings. H^ died in 1692, 

Valois (Henry) brother of the foregoing, born- 
in 1603. His works are lefs interefting Jo the 
French than thofe of his brother. He died inr 
1676. 

• yarignon (Peter) born at Caen in 1654. A 
celebrated mathematician. He died in 1722. 

/^/jr/7&j( Anthony )born irt la Marche in l624« 
An hiftorian niore agreeable than exkft. He 
4ied in 1696. 

Le Vojfor (Michael) of the oratory and a re- 
fugee in England, ^is hiftory of L€ wis XIII; 
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tho' diffufive, heavy, aad . farcaftic, is in re- 
qli^ft for many Angular tranfa£lions to be foiincf 
in It : tnft ht ts an odious declaimer, who, un- 
der pretence of writfng the hiftoryof Lcwir 
X'lII. aims at nothing but the depreciating 
Lewis XIV. fparing nether the Hving nor 
the dead. With regard to fafts he is generally 
m the right ; but that is not fuppofed to be the 
cs^e whh regard to his chara£bers and refledlions;' 
He died in i6Si. 

Vavajfeur^ born in Charalois in 1605.. A je- 
fuit, and very learned. He was the frrft who* 
made it appear, that the Greek& and Romans' 
were abfolute ftrangers to burlefque, and that 
it is a rclTcof barbarifm. He died in 1681. 

Vmhan (marfljal) born in r633. His pro- 
je6l of the tenth penny could not be carried in- 
to execution, and is, in fa<ft, impradlicable. He* 
left behind him feveral memoirs, worthy of fo 
good a fubje<^, and died in 1707. 

' ^<7i^e'/^j (Claude Favre de), born at Cham- 
beri in 1585. He is one of thofe that firft con- 
tributed to the regulating and refining of our 
language, andwho could write verfes in Italiarr^ 
but not in French. During thirty years he was 
retouching and altering his tranflation ofQuin- 
tus Curtius. Every author ought to make his 
>lrorks as perfect as poflible, and for that end to* 
be correfting them all his life. He died in 

1650. 

■ Le Vdy^ (Francis), borh at Palis in 1588. 
He was preceptor to Monfieur brother to' 
Lewis XIV. and, during one year, to Lewis| 
bimfclf. He was alfohiftoriographer of France, 
afid couftftllor of ftate. * His-icepticifaiVas WfeHi 
- • i-' ' .. • . kBowul 
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knowiiy and yet did not prevent bis being enn 
trufted with the importiint office of educating 
diefe princes. Though his works are too pro« 
hXf yet there is a great deal of }uft reafoning 
and learning in them. He was certainly the 
moft learned member of the academy. His 
(cepticifm is boMer and more undifguifed than 
that of Bayle, an() he is more ievere and cy- 
nical in his fatire. His motto was^ 

De las cofas masfeguras 
Lamasjfgurats iudar^ 

Of all thofe maxims deem'd fecurr> 
The moft fecujpe is ftill to doubt. . 

As that of Montagne, ^iff^ij4? i. ^. What 
know I ? He died in 1672. 

VeiJJiures (Mathurin de la Croze), born at 
I^antes in 1661. A Benedidtine at Paris, 
fieing a free-thinker, and his fuperior of a quite 
different charadkr, he took the refolution Xxy 
quit both his order and bis religion. He was a 
prodigy both for learning and memory. . Not; 
content with fluJying and underftanding what 
was ufeful and agreeable, he muft needs ftudy. 
^bar could not be known, fucb as the ancient 
Egyptian language. One piece that he writ^; 
upon the chriftianity of the Indies, is muchi 
efteemed • There is oner thing re/^arkahte that 
Hire learn from it, and that is, that the bVamins,. 
xV^twithftanding the idolatry of the people, be- 
lieve that there is but one God. Sqch is the 
i|ch of writing, that a, life .ofithi^ m^ bath h^tX: 
BM^lU&jldy makiiig a volume as large as that of 

Alexander. 
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Afetstndh'. Such an txtnSt as this would 
have been enough^ and too much* He died at 
Berlin in 1739. 

, Virgier (James), born at Paris in 1675. He 
h, widi regard to Fontaine, the fame that Cam«r 
I^iflfron is to- Racine^^ an imitator, feeble, but 
natural. He was aflfai&nated at Paris hj two 
highwaymen in 1720. It is iofinuated in Mo- 
reri, that thecaufe of his death was a parody he 
writ againft a powerful prince; but that ia 

Fert&t (Rtni Aubcrt), born in Normandy in 
1655. An elegant and agreeable biftorian. Hd 
ilied in 1735. 

Ficbarf de St. Rial (Caefar), born at Cham- 
herry, but educated in France. His hiftory of 
the confpiracy of Venice is a mafterpiecej but 
that is more than can be faid of his lifeof Jefus 
Chrift. He died in 1692. 

Fti/ars ie Montfamm (Pabbi de), born in 
1635. He is well known as the author of tho 
Count de Gabalis, bulk upon a part of the an* 
cicnt mythology of the Perfians. He was (hot 
dead with a piftol in 1673 ; upon which it was 
faid, that the fylphs .had afTaffinated him for re- 
reaKng tficir mvftcries. 

VUlars (marfnal duke de), born in 1652. Ho 
^rote the whole firft tome of the memwrs that 
bear his name.* He didd in 1734. 

Vi&editu (madame de). Her romances havi^ 
gained her a reputation. But I would not have 
the reader Chink that I fet any value upon* that 
inundation'' of romances with which France 
hath been lately overflowed. Almoft all of 
them, except Zaid^ afetheprodu£Uon9Qfper- 
loM 
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fons of no penius^ who writ in an eafjr agreev 
able ftyle things unworthy the notice of men qT 
fenfe. Moft of them are quite deftitute of ima- 
gination> and though read ' and admired by 
young people, who^ tafte they fpoil, they are 
not worth, all together, four pages of Ariofio. 
She died in 1^:83. 

Villiers (Peter), born at Coignac in i6^%* 
Ajefuit. lie was a man of letters, as almoft all 
pf that order are. His fermons, and his poem 
on the art of preaching, were "eftcemed* in his 
own time. " His verfes on folitude are* f>ar fupe- 
rior (,0 thofe. of St. Amant on the iame fubjcdy 
though fo much admired, but are not, after allj 
worthy of the age of Lewis XIV. which fo far 
outflione that in which St. Amant lived. Hi^ 
death happened in 1728. 

Voiture (Vincent), born at Amiens in 1598. 
He was the firft Frenchman that was what is 
called ill France' a bel efprit. His writings have 
little elfeto recommend them^ and yet they are 
not proper models to form our tafte upon ; but 
wit was then a rare thing. He writ tome very 
pretty bits of poetry, but nothing confiuierable; 
That which be addrefled to Anne of Auftria is 
an evidence of the freedom and ^allal^try that 
Kigned in that queen's court, notwxthftanding 
Ihe fevere trials her goodnefs and patience un- 
derwent from the Frondeurs :. but thefe are nofe 
j|n the printed colledioa^ He goes on thus^ 



I 



'e penfaisji le Cardinal^ 
'\ntmds celui de la VaktU^ 
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, fwoait voir Peckttfans igal 
Dans kqmJ maintenant V9U$ eU *f 
y intends celm di la beautiy 
Car auprh je rtiftime guere^ 
Cela foit dit fans vous dipimrty 
Teut r eclat de Ja majejii. 

Should now the cardinal furvey, 

(The cardinal V alette I meaa) 
Th* unequallM fplendor you difplay. 

In Cbriilendom the brighteft queen* 
In beauty fit ft, for as to rank, 

(Let not my words difpieafure draw) 
And regal ponop, 'tis all a blank ; 

'Tis what I value not a {Iraw. 

He was alfo a good verfiiier in Spanifh and 
Italian, and died in 1648. . . 

It is not worth while to 4:arry this catalogue 
any farther. The reader will find ir> it a fety 
great geniufes, and many imitators ; and to the 
learned men ITiave mentioned, a confiderable 
nupiber might have been added. It can hardly 
be expe£led that any new or original geniufes 
(hould appear for the future, unlets other man« 
ners, and another fort of government, (hould 
give a new turi> to the human mind. It is im,- 
pai£ble there {hould be-any fuch thing as men 
uhiverfally learned, becaufe every fcience is be* 



• It was then the euftom to retrench final Jctters in verfe, 
when the rhime required it. As nwu cf/ for n/ws etes. The 
SngUfli and Italians do (6 at prefent. French poef/ is too muclii 
luDoittd. and ofica approaches tco near to proTc^ 

come 
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come unlimited. The Inirned, tfcerefeite, mnft 
be content ekch tO'«ultivate a comer of that vaft 
field that was cleared and encloied in the a^e of 
Lewis Xiy. ^ 

CHAP. CCXV. 

» • . ^ • 

Of Cklsbratsj^ AKTMTa^ 

MuaicXAvs* 

FRENCH mafic, efpecially the vocal, 
it difiiked b^ ail other nations. It 
cannot be otherwife, in regard that the French^ 
pfofody or vcrfifkation differs frooi that of every 
other country of Europe. We make die pauA^. 
always upon the laft fyllable, whereas allotb^s 
make it upon the penult,' or antepenult, as the 
Italians.. Our language is the only one that 
hath words terminatrng in e niuce, and thofe 
e's ti^at are not pronounced in onUnary dtf*' 
courfe, yet t are uniformly Sa in muficy aa jfo* 
r#», vid^-riUj bttrbari^eUy fnai'-eu,^. Hence it 
comes, that moft of our airs and recitative are 
iniupportable to thofe who have noc been accuf*- 
tomed to them. The climate denies us that 
Jlexibil i ty of voice which it gives the I t al i an s , 
and it is not cuftom among us, as at Rome and 
ojther Italian courts, to make eunuchs of men, 
ia order to render their voices finer than thofe 
of women. All thcfe-things^ joined tothe llo#* 
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ficfs of our finging, which, by the bye, forms a 
flrang^ contrS with Qurnaiivc vivacity, will 
alway§.|3f>;2ilce tj^r Frcinch npfic difagrce^J)!^ to 
any butPrcnchmen. 

After all, foreigners, who have refided fome 
confiderable tifne in France, acknowledge that 
our muficlans have performed wonders in a- 
dapting their ;airs to our words, and alfo that 
the mufic is very expreffivc i but only fo to ears 
chat have been fotne time accuftofned to it, and 
befides the execution mui^bevery good. 

Our inftrumental mufic is not altogether frc^ 
from the monotony and flownefs of the vocal ; 
but many of our fymphonies and tunes have 
been celiflied by foreigners. They are admit* 
ted ioto many of the Italian operas, and fcarce 
jiny others are in ufe at the court of a king who 
bas one o( the beft opera? in £urope, and who> 
among his other extraordinary talepts, has a 
fine tafie for mufic, which he cultivates with 
great afSduity. 

•Job^ Bapti/i Lullyy who was born at Florence 
in 1633, and came to France at the age of 
fourteen, when he could per&rm on no inilru- 
ment but the violin, was the. parent of ti^ue 
French mufic. He knew how to fuit his^rt to 
the genius of the language, which was the only 
fure.way to fucceed : but at that time the Ita- 
lian miufic had not begun to deviate from that; 
gravitv and noble fimplicity which we ftili adn»irc 
in Lully's recitative.. Nothing refemblea thcfe rer 
citative^ more than the MaUt of Lugi^ fung in 
Jtaly with fo much fucccls in the j 7th century^ 
which begins thus ; , 

., Sum: 
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Sunt hrevis mundi rofa^ fimt fugithi fler§fy 
Fnndt% viluti anmfa^ fmt MnUs b^onu 

The rofe's date is brief ; 

The iillies foonxiecay ; 
And like the annual leaf, 

.Frail honours fleet away. 

le muft be obferved, that in this pure recitative 
mufic, which is the Melopee of the ancients, th« 
beauty of the finging is principally owing to the 
natural melody of the words ; no woids but 
fuch as are mufical can well have a place in re- 
citative. But of this they were not fufiiciently 
fenfible in the days of Quinault and LuUy. Tte 
poets were jealous of thefe gentlemen as poets^ 
but not as muficians. Boileau thus addreiTca 
Quinault : 

Ces lieux communs de Morale luhriqm 
^e Lulli rechaufa desfins d&J^ Mujique. 

Thofe hackney'd thoughts, fo»wanton yet (b 

tame, 
That Lulli ftrove to warm atmufick'-sfiamev 

The tender pailions, which Quinault exprefled 
fo well, were much rather a fit iking picture of 
the human heart, than a loofe morality; his 
di£^ion animated the nuiftc flill more than 
Luily*s art did the words. Thefe two, with 
Ahe helpof a£lors, have, of fome fcenes of ^^is^ 
Armida, and Roland, made an entertainmenC 
fuch as no people^ ancient or modern, can 

aialdu 
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match. Detached airs and ariettcs did not at 
all come up to the perfeftion of thefe grand 
fcenes. They very much refembkdour^Ghrift- 
nfas carols, or the Venetian barcaroles ; a.nd yet 
ihey were contented with them at that time. 
The more artlefs the mufic. then was, the fon- 
der they were. 

After Lully, all our muficians, fuch as Colafle, 
Xllampra, Deitouches, and others, copit-d after 
him, till at laft one appeared, who far excel* 
them in fublrme harmony ; and hath vaftly al- 
tered and improved the art of mufic. 

With regard to fac red mufic, though we have 
had fome celebrated compofers in France, yet 
their pieces have not yet been executed any 
ivhere but in the king's chapel. 

Of Painters, 

The cafe is not, the fame with regard X.(^ 

f tainting as with mufic. The latter may be 
uch as to pleafe none but the natives, becaufe 
the genius of the language is incompatible with' 
any other j but painters ought to reprefent na- 
ture, which is the fame every where, and fectt 
with the fame eyes. 

The only true teft of a painter's merit is 
the judgment of foreigners. It is not enough 
that he has a party, and is cried up by fcribblers; 
his works muft be in requeft, and bear a high 
price. What fometimes hampers the genius of 
painters one would be apt to imagine would 
elevate and enlarge it, I mean the particular 
taftc or manner of the fchool, or of thofe who 
prefid'e in it. Academies -are^ without doubt, 

extremely 
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extremely ufeful to form pupils, efpecially 
when the diredors aim at the fublime in paint- 
ing ; but if they arc men of a grovcKpg taftc, 
if their manner is dry and minute, if their fi- 

gires are ungraceful, their pieces painted like 
ns ; their pupils are the dupes ofimagination^ 
or ainaing at. the applaufe of a bad mafier* 
There is a fort of fatality attends academiesu 
None of the works ftiled academic, of any kind, 
have been works of genius« Suppofe an artift 
extremely felicitous left he fhould not hit the 
manner of bis fellow academicians, his pro- 
du£t;ions will infallibly be ftiff and difguRing* 
But if a man is free from thefe prejudices, and 
aims only at the copying of nature, it is ten tcr 
one but he fucceeds. Almoft^ all the eminent 
painters either flourifhed be/ore the eftablilh* 
ment of academies, or got the better of the 
preUidices contracted, there. 

Corneillei Racine« Defpreaux, and Le Moine, 
took a rout quite difFefent from their brethren^ 
and in confequence had moft of them for their 
eneinles. ' * 

Nicholas- Poujln, born at Andclis in^ Nor- 
mandy in 1599. Nature gave him a genius for 
painting, which he improved at Rome. He is 
jcalled the painter of men of fenfe j with cquaj 
juftice may he be denominated that of men of 
tafte. His only defed: is, his heightening the 
difmal and folemn in the colouring 9f the Ro- 
man fchool. He was the greatcft painter in 
Europe in his time. He was invited from 
Rome to* Paris; but wai f;ain to give way to 
envy and cabal, and to withdraw, as niany 
Other ingenious men have done. He went 

back 
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back to Rome^ where be lived pooi» but con* 
tented, bis philoibphy enabling him to defpife 
the frowns of fortune. He died in 1665. . 

Li Sumtf born at Paris in 1617. He had no 
other mailer than Vouet> and yet became a ce- 
lebrated painter. He bad carried the art to ^ 
high degree of perfeiSion^ |When he was taken 
oir the ftage of ti<;ne at the age of thirty-eigl^t 
years, in 1655. 

Bourdm and Valentin were eminent men» 
. Three of the beft pidiqres that adorn the churc^ 
cf St. Peter at Home} are by P(>u^% 6purdoi;> 
and Valentin. ; 

C&7i<^/f £ri0f|iM>rn9t Paijis 16 1^. Scarce 
had he b^g^ to di^fp^y hi$ ulept, wben ti}e 
fiiperintend^nit F<2^isgu6.t, afiQ 9f the mojQ: gene-- 
rou^, and at the fym^ tirne moA unhappy mm 
that ever lived, ga^ye him a penfv^n of ai4»oqp 
livres pre fent money. His pidure of the f^mi^y 
of D^ius ^ V^HsMUe^ is little: iboit, in point qH 
cjolpuring, of t^ba^ pf Ps^^l Verpncij^i whicli 
faces it ; and in refpedl of defign, compo(kio9, 
dig^ityi tK|>r490toiii and obAnrvance of ufiufne^ 
furpam$ U* £)is^bai:iles o| Alexander, engrayc<{, 
are ftill more in-requeft than thofe of Conftai)- 
tioe by: Raphael and J^iio RomsMio. He died in 
1690. 

fiter Mignar4y bc^rg at ^Troves in Cham- 
pagne in 1 6 10. He rivalled LejSrtm fometin^e 
in r^pvrhttiod : bm he is now confidered as 
much below him. He died in 1695. ^ 

Claud LorratH. His faiher, when he would 
have m^cle ^ paftry-cpok of him, did not for»- 
fee that he would one. d^y l^ reck^O^d one of 
. ; the 
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•^fhe grfateft landlkip-painters that ever Europe 
liad produced. He died at Rome in 1678. 

Cafe. We have fome pieces of his that be- 
'gin to be highly valued. We don't do jtiftice 
"to ingenious men in France fo foon as vre 
'ought. Their indifferent performances often 
prevent us from feeing the beauties of their 
mafter-pieces* On the contrary, the Italians 
extol what is Rreat and excellent, without ta- 
•king notice of what is indifFerent. Every na- 
tion feeks to promote its own glory and re* 
nown, except the French. They value no- 
thing but what is foreign. 

^ofeph ParcJJel^ born in 1648. A good pain- 
ter, but inferior to his ion. He died in 1704. 

Johnjbuvmef^ born at Rouen in 1644. He 
vas Le Bfun's pupil, and a good painter, but 
not to be compared to his mafter. He hath 
painted almoft every thing yellow ; for by fomc 

* extraordinary conformation of his organs, they 
appeared to him of that colour. He died in 

tj7i7. 

♦ John Baptfjle Sant^re. There are fome ad- 
'inirable pidures, of hisj the colour of which 

is juft arid delicate. His piflure of Adarm 
■ «nd Eve is one of the fineft in Europe : that of 

St. Therefa, in the chapel of Verfailles, is a 
-very noble piece, but rather lufcious for an 
"altar-piece. 

La Fojfe diftinguiihed himfelf much in the 

fame way. 

Bon Boulogne was ^n excellent painter, of 

which the high price, and great demand for his 

pieces, are an evidence. 
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Lmis Boulogne. His works, though not 
withoyt mcfity y^tare not, iomueb admired as 
his brother's. 

Raous. His pieces are not all of equal merit. 
In fomeoftbem he- is nothing.fhort of Rem- 
fcrandt. 

Rtgauf. Though He excelled chiefly in 
portraits, yet his piece of cardinal Bouillon o« 
pening the jubilee> is not at all inferior, to any 
of RjLS)ens. ' . 

De 7roie. He painted in Rigaut*s manner. 
Inhere are fome good hiflory-pieces by his Ton. 

Vateau. He excelled, as^.much in t^e grace- 
ful as Tenieres did in the grotefque. Some of 
his pupils have done him honour. 

Le Moine. His piece of Hercules's apo- 
theofis, at Verfailles, is perhaps fuperior to any 
thing I have yet mentioned. It was intended 
as a compliment to cardinal Hercules deFleury, 
who, by the bye, had nothing in common with 
the fabulous Hercules. It would have been 
more a-propos*to have reprefented the apo- 
theofis of Henry IV. in the faloon of a French 
king. Le Moine, being envied by his bre-. 
thren, and thinking himfelf ill-requited by the 
cardinal, died of grief and defpair. 

Befides thefe there have been fome other, 
painters, who excelled in ftill life, or in paint- 
ing animals, as Defportes and Oudry j otherg. 
in miniature, and others in portraits. At pre- 
fent we have fome that diftinguifh themfelves, 
in the grand and fublime, and pofterity, in all 
appearance, will have them too. 
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Of ScvLrroRi, Architicts^ tsA 
Engravbrs. 

Under Lewis XIV. fcolpture wa$ carried to 
fMrfedioii, in which it fiill coodnu^s uxMier 
tewif XV, 

Jama Sarrojm^ bom m 1598. ' He executed 
fome maftcr-pieces at Rome for pope Clement 
VIII. and at Paris he was equally fuccefsfuL 
He died in 1695. 

Piter Ptigety horn in 1662, An archited^» 
Ibulptor, and painter. He is celebrated chiefly 
for his Andromeda, and Mib of Crotona. He 
died in 1695. 

Italy is indebted to Le Gros zndTheodM for 
many of its embettifliments. 

Francis Girardortj born in 1627. Antiquity 
can boafb of nothing fuperibr to his hath of 
Hercules, and his tomb of cardinal Richlieuv 
He died in 1 715. 

Coi/dvau and Cvufton were eminent in their 
way, befides others ; yet we have three or 'four 
fculptors at prefent that excel them. . 

Chauveauy Nantnal, Metdan^ Audran^ ffide^ 
Ttngy leGercy les Drevet^ PeiHy^ Picart^ Ducb" 
angfi tho' they have been out-done fince, yet 
they were ingenious men, and their engravings 
flipply the want of original pidures, &c« ail 
over Europe. 

There were alfe fome goldfmiths, fuch as 
Balin and Germain^ whp^ on account of the 
beauty of their dcfigns, and elegance of execu- 
tion. 
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tlon» defiirve to be ranked among the moft ce- 
lebrated artifts. 

It U more diiEcuIt fpr one born with agemi|0 
for arcbite£lure to make his talent appear^ than 
for any other artift. Unlefi he is tet to work 
by. princes, he has no opportunity to diiplay his 
tafte and.fldll in anv work of grandeur and ma^ 
nilicence. Thus nave the ulents of many aA 
archite<Sl been entirely ufelefs to them. 

Francis Manfardvf^s one of the beft arcbi*' 
tefis of Europe. The chateau, or palace 
of Maifons, ' near St. Germain's, is a mafter- 
piece, becaufe he was at liberty to give full 
fcope to his genius. 

Jules Hardpuin Man/ard his nephew, was fu- 
permtendant of the buildiftgs undier Lewis XV. 
. and made ah immenfe fortune. ^ The beautiful 
chapel of the iovaKds^ k a defign of tats. As to 
the palace of Verlailks, he could not difplay 
liis talents to advantage in it, by reafon of the 
fltuation. 

Foreigners ^tyed to the city of ParJ^ that it 
has only two fountains in a good tafte i the old 
one of John Gougeon, and the new of Bouch^ 
erdon \ and even thefe are b^^ily iituated. Nei* 
ther has it any magnificent theatre befides that 
of the Loilvre, whkh is not ufed. The places 
for the public diverfions and reprefentations, 
have neither proportion, tafte^ nor ornament f 
and their fituation k a^bad aa their toatrivaiic^ 
notwitbftaodii^^ the exaniple that has been Cst 
P ^ * ua 
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us by feme cities in the provinces, but which 
we have not yet thought fit to follow. France, 
however, can boaft of magnificent buildings of 
another fort, and of more importance, fuch «s 
ftately hofpitals, ftorchoufcs, ftone-bridges, 
quays, dykes for checking the inundations of 
Tivers, canals, fluices, ports, and efpecially the 
fortifications of the frontier towns, in which 
-beauty is united with folidity. 

The magnificent ftruflures ereSed upon th« 
defigns of rerrault, Levau, and Dorbay, are 
too well known to require a detail. 

The art of gardening was in a manner in- 
vented and perfeded by Le Notre, and La 
Quintinie j by the former in rcfpefk of beauty 
and ornament, and by the latter with regard to 
utility. 

• Engraving of precious ilones, coining of 
medals,' ancTcafting of types for printing, have 
kept pace with the other arts in point of im- 
provement 

Clocks and watehes, the makers of which 
may be confidered at a fort of praflical natura- 
lifts, have likewife been; carried to a very high 
degreeof perfeiiion. 

The watering of ftufFs, and the gold too with 
which they are embellifihed and enriched, dif- 
covers fuch rare ingenuity and tafte, that what 
is worn only from vanity and luxury, deferves 
to be preferved as a monument Qfinduftry. 

:, The 
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The making of porcelain was kt on foot at 
St. Cloud before it was attempted any where 
clfe ill Europe. 

In fine, the laft age hath taught the prefent 
how to unite, and tranfmit as a facred depofit 
to pofterity, the whole aflemblage of the arts 
and fciences, each of them carried to the ut- 
moft perfe£tion poffible ; and to do fo, is a£ttt- 
ally the objed and aim of numbers of learned 
and ingenious men at this d^y* But fuch is 
the brevity of human life, that the execution of 
part of the immenfe and immortal deiign muft 
be left to pofterity* 



End of the Ninth Vol? me. 
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